
Name: ____________________________

BRIT LIT
Paradise Lost Test

Volume 4

MEMORIZATION: (50 pts)
 Orally deliver to your instructor the following selections:
 
  First four lines of Beowulf in Anglo Saxon _____ / 10
  Selection from Beowulf in modern English ______ / 10
  Beginning of The Canterbury Tales in Middle English ______ / 10
  Shakespeare’s Sonnet 116 ______ / 10
  Donne’s Holy Sonnet 14  ______ / 10 

POETRY: (10 pts)
 
 Who is the author of the poem below? _____________________________

 Which school of poetry does this poem represent? _______________________

Lord, W
ho createdst m

an in w
ealth and store,

Th
ough foolishly he lost the sam

e,
D

ecaying m
ore and m

ore,
 Till he becam

e
 M

ost poore:

W
ith Th

ee
O

 let m
e rise,

As larks, harm
oniously,

And sing this day Th
y victories:

Th
en shall the fall further the flight in m

e.

M
y tender age in sorrow

 did beginne;
And still w

ith sicknesses and sham
e

Th
ou didst so punish sinne,

Th
at I becam

e
M

ost thinne.

W
ith Th

ee
Let m

e com
bine,

And feel this day Th
y victorie;

For, if I im
p m

y w
ing on Th

ine,
Affl

iction shall advance the flight in m
e.



ESSAY: (40 pts)
On a separate sheet of paper, write an essay of 400-500 words discussing the following question. Make 
sure that you include specific details from the text and demonstrate engagement with the material and 
original thought.

What are some ways in which Milton’s version of the story differs 
from that of Genesis? Give some examples of instances in which you 
think Milton’s changes / additions are positive or helpful to the story 
and some which you think are negative. Explain your answers.


