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AT FIRST sight, Mi 
Headphones give you the 
impression of a device built 
with care. Two weeks on and 
and despite a lot of rough han-
dling, they remain as good as 
new.

Build and Design
The headphones have a premi-
um finesse of black faux leather, 
gold colour and an impressive 
package that includes a detach-
able Kevlar fibre wire. The 
on-ear foam cushions are com-
fortable, thanks to the  soft 
padding.  

Features and Performance
The Mi headphones cover the 
entire sonic range of 
20Hz-20kHz, along with 32Ω 
impedance and 98dB/W sensi-
tivity. A 32-impedance is 
considered ideal in most porta-
ble devices. Going by the 
specifications of the Mi head-
phones, you won’t need a 
headphone amplifier to use 

them at max loudness which 
they should provide without 
distortion. I listened to a varie-
ty of genres: My copy of Pink 
Floyd’s P.U.L.S.E. sounded 
pristine; with ‘The Great Gig 
in the Sky’, the Mi tackled 
the high pitch with ease. The 
loudness, well-distributed 
by the large 50-mm dia-
phragm, does not hit sharply 
into your eardrums, even at a 
maximum volume output of an 
iPhone 5s. If you listen to a lot 
of live concerts or, are a film 
enthusiast, you will love the 
treble balance. Baritone voices 
like that of Geoff Tate 
(Queensryche)’s and the high 
pitch of Steven Tyler 
(Aerosmith) sound terrific.

The Mi tilts ever-so-slightly 
towards bass when you’re play-
ing funk or classic rock, without 
taking your focus away from 
the solos. The snares are not all 
over the place, either. A slight 
bias on the bass scale is essen-
tial, as a track might sound too 

flat if the balance is too neutral, 
and treble-biased audio often 
sounds too cluttered. The clari-
ty of mid-frequencies is good, 
and you will not feel that the 
sound is ‘flat’.

Verdict
The Mi over-ear headphones 
by Xiaomi will surely fulfil your 
auditory needs. Audio quality 
is well balanced across its fre-
quency range, and it provides 
really good timbre and ample 
loudness. Its weakness is in the 
fact that there is a lot of sound 
leakage. If you don’t want oth-
ers to listen to your playlist, 
then this is not the headphone 
you want to buy. Additionally, 
it is really comfortable in long 
duration usage. With a price 
tag of R5,499, 
the Mi headphones can be a 
direct contender to the 
Sennheiser HD 449.

We recommend it to anyone 
who is ready to spend a bit for a 
good-looking, comfortable 
headphone with excellent 
audio quality, and doesn’t mind 
the leakage.

PROS

CONS

� Clear, wholesome audio
� Premium finish
� Comfortable in 
extended usage

�  Excessive audio leakage
� Heavy

specifications
PRICE: R5,499
TYPE: 20Hz-20kHz
FREQUENCY RANGE: 
20Hz-20kHz
WEIGHT: 220g
MICROPHONE: Knowles MEMS
WIRE LENGTH: 1.4m
IMPEDANCE: 32
SENSITIVITY: 98dB
POWER: 50mW
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THE RHA T10i is one of the 
most unique headphones I’ve 
ever had the pleasure of review-
ing. The build quality is top 
notch and the housing is made 
of pure stainless steel, crafted 
to a truly ergonomic shape. It is 
the heaviest set of headphones 
I’ve ever seen, but that wasn’t 
an issue at all. The RHA T10i 
just slips into the curves of your 
ear with ease. With the rubber-
ised cable, there’s almost no 
chord harmonics. And lastly, 
there’s spring shielding at the 
bend near the 3.5-mm jack. 

So why ‘gimmicky’? Well 
the RHA T10i is highly custo-
misable. With three tuning 
filters, you can change the 
sound signature between neu-
tral, bass and treble. They alter 
the frequency response by a 
max of +3 dB below 200 Hz 
and +3 dB above 1 kHz respec-
tively. With 10 sets of tips plus 
the three tuning filters, there’s 
a number of permutations and 

combinations you can achieve. 
So, do the filters work? Yes. 
That’s not the gimmick. The 
gimmick is the idea that you’ll 
go through the effort of switch-
ing filters for listening to 
different genres of music. You’ll 
most likely, stick to the neutral 
filter and employ a DSP to add 
anycolouration to the sound.

For drawing references, I 
had with me my trusty old Bose 
QC20 along with the Cowon 
EH2 (which is priced similarly) 
and the higher end UE 900. 
Comfort and precision were 
a shade above the EH2, 
while the build quality was sig-
nificantly better. Thanks to the 
interchangeable tuning filters 

the RHA T10i raked up a 
few points in the features 
department as well. Isolation 
is brilliant.

Verdict
They are pair of beautiful 
sounding, well constructed. 
Whether they’re going to 
be part of your larger collec-
tion, or your primary listening 
device — you need to have 
them. Period.

The RHA T10i headphones, made of pure stainless 
steel, are crafted to a truly ergonomic shape

specifications
PRICE: R 14,999

FREQUENCY RESPONSE: 
16 - 22000 Hz

IMPEDANCE: 16 Ohms

CABLE TYPE:  1.35 m 
Reinforced OFC Cable

PLUG TYPE: 
3.5 mm Gold Plated Jack

SENSITIVITY: 
100 dB @ 1 kHz

WEIGHT: 41 g

PROS
� Great build quality
� Customisable audio filters
� Sounds very good

CONS
�  It ain’t cheap!
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