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FOR Great build; price; 
well-defined external audio  

AGAINST Atmos effect not that 
apparent with headphones  

Lenovo Vibe X3    Smartphone     ₨19,999

Atmos in the atmosphere

 Lenovo and hi-fi are not synonyms. In 
fact, the two have been as far away from 
each other as the opposite sides of a 
magnet. That was the case untill the recent 
inception of the Vibe X3 – the latest 
smartphone from the Lenovo stable packing 
in Dolby Atmos tech and promising hi-fi 
audio. Sounds fancy? Indeed, looks tasty too. 
The white exterior gives it a dash of elegance 
while the 175g weight gives it almost the 
perfect heft that would fool anyone into 
thinking this is a more expensive phone. It 
feels very well built and robust, proper 
flagship levels of quality here. The internals 
don’t disappoint either – the X3 comes with 
the Snapdragon 808 processor and 3GB of 
RAM with 32GBs of storage space, enough to 
load up a bunch of music and test out if the 
Dolby Atmos feature is any good on a device 
like this. We listen to Magic by Coldplay and 
the external speakers manage to churn out 
the bassline in the intro with a full-bodied 
delivery. Switching on the Dolby Atmos 
mode gives the X3 a shot of detail and 
definition. The lows are more pronounced 
and there is a notable improvement in the 

mids. The highs may sound a bit brash and 
lose their composure, as we found out while 
listening to a bit of Schubert, but that’s not the 
case when you plonk in your headphones. 
The Dolby effect here becomes a tad less 
apparent and this is a more uniform-sounding 
presentation. What affects the output notably, 
is tinkering with the Dolby modes. We 
recommend ‘Music’, as we preferred this the 

most. Watching a movie is also enjoyable, but 
colours, overall, may appear a tad saturated. 
Consider the price, and this is easily passable. 
There are a few apps and games available in 
the Dolby Atmos format too, but anyone who 
has experienced a proper Dolby Atmos set up 
will scoff at the puny effort put in by the 
device. However, it might be puny, but for 
those looking for a phone that can get loud 
without sounding harsh and abrasive, the 
Vibe X3 at ₨19,999 is tough to beat. 

Switching on the Dolby Atmos
mode gives the X3 a shot of
detail and definition

TECH SPECS

Display 5.5in 401ppi IPS Full HD Processor 
Qualcomm Snapdragon 808 OS Android 5.1 
Memory 32GB RAM 3GB Audio 2x1.5W 
(1cc each) speakers; ESS ES9018K2M DAC; 
Lenovo configured 3xTIOPA1612 amplifier 
unit; Wolfson WM8281 audio codec Camera 
21MP (rear) 8MP (front) Dimensions 76.5 x 
9.3 x 154 mm Weight 175g

Says

VERDICT The X3 scores well on sound, 
but a propper Dolby Atmos experience is a 
far away fantasy

O F F  T H E  S H E L F

FOR Enjoyable listening; battery 
life; customisable shields

AGAINST Mids-centric; body 
lacks depth 

V-Moda Crossfade Wireless    Headphones     ₨24,990

Not fading away soon

First things first, these are a fun pair of 
headphones that are thoroughly 
enjoyable to listen to. With a roughly three 
hour charging period, the wireless version of 
V-Moda’s famous flagship, the Crossfade are 
raring to go. The Crossfade Wireless comes 
with a suave (and useful) ‘exoskeleton case’ 
containing an AUX cable, a USB charging 
chord and of course, the headphones  
itself. The ergonomically placed buttons  
for various functions definitely get our nod 
 of approval. 

As the mellow intro of Hey Now by 
London Grammar rolls in, everything from 
the haunting vocals at the forefront, to the 
mellow thumps of the bass drum with the 
guitar’s picking interspersed about, sounds 
gorgeous. The cans are not very airy but are 
analytical enough for an enjoyable listen. 
Bass-heavy tracks like Skrillex’s Bangarang 
definitely get the party started. The 50mm 
drivers, hand-tuned to complement the 
human hearing limit variance (+/- 2dB) help 
create a warm and  appreciable sound stage.  
By the time we launch into Prince’s Kiss a 

few shortcomings do tend to surface. For a 
pair of cans with strong mids, the attack lacks 
bite. Mid-bass elements (like cellos in Mind if I 
Cut In? from The  Dark Knight) are tight and  
are consistent, yet miss out on admirable 
depth by a whisker, thus affecting the overall 
body and are just under the mark for what 
constitutes as desired crispness. These maybe 
due to the lack of a powered EQ which were 
left out to prevent latency issues when the 
Crossfade are used for gaming and live DJing. 

While the V-Moda Crossfade might not  
find many takers among those looking for 
reference, these unabashed pair of wireless 
headphones are not sorry for anything. 
Play anything and you’re bound to have an 
enjoyable and fun experience. With an 
impressive battery, the cans are nothing but 
pure fun. 

Play anything and you’re
bound to have an enjoyable 
and fun experience

TECH SPECS

Design Over-ear Driver 50mm Noise-
isolation Passive Impedance 30 Ohm 
Frequency Response 5Hz-30kHz 
Sensitivity 107 +-2dB Magnet 
Neodymium Weight 292gms 

Says

VERDICT Wireless, great battery life, 
ergonomic construction with a smashing 
listening experience. What’s not to like? 


