
FOR Impressive detail; Expansive 
soundstage; 8-hour battery life

AGAINST Unintuitive UI; Could be 
slimmer; Software bugs

FiiO X7    Portable music player  ₨49,999

The future is portable hi-fi

O F F  T H E  S H E L F

The portable music player market 
recently got a shot in the arm by Neil 
Young and the puny Pono Player, ever 
since, FiiO has created a bigger buzz  
and successfully launched some 
considerable contenders time after 
time. FiiO’s latest and most expensive 
flagship is here and ready to take our 
ears for a treat. Should we ready our ear 
buds or ear plugs? Looking at that 
beautiful exterior, it is difficult to ignore 
the X7. We will get our buds out a tad 
later, though, after we've thoroughly 
admired the X7's body.  It is a beautiful 
block of aluminium that looks like a 
tribute to the older Sony Xperia 
smartphones or that it might have been  
inspired by the Zune HD player, if it rings 
any bells. That's not to say it doesn't look 
good. In fact it looks mighty neat with 
the simplicity of the aluminium chassis 
being the centre of it all. It is made of the 
same aluminium used for the iPhone 6s 
and feels solid and built to last. The 
edges are diamond-cut and the whole 
unit feels great to hold. Sure, we are 
used to slimmer smartphones and  
hence, the X7 leaves us wishing it  
were a tad slimmer. 

The sides of the X7 have buttons 
which are reprogrammable, a good  
touch for the obsessed kinds. The 
bottom section is where the amp is and 
this is detachable. This is a great concept, 
similar to Samsung's One Connect Box, 
only for DAPs. So, it makes way for future 
upgrades and customisation options. 
Will it become as great a thing as 
Samsung's clever box, or is it just a 
one-module-wonder? Only time will tell. 
But FiiO claims the medium-class, 
high-power and balanced amp modules  
are soon to be launched, which can be  
used interchangeably. The X7 is 
Android-based and runs on a heavily 
worked upon version of Android 4.4.4. It 
has two modes that you can boot it up in 
– 'Android' and 'Pure Music'. The Android 
mode allows you full functionality of 
Android, which includes downloading 
apps and other regular functions, while 
the Pure Music mode starts the device 
up with FiiO's Music app. Simplicity is 
not on the charts here. The UI can be 
slightly cumbersome especially to those 
not used to the Android ethos. Get past 
that and what the FiiO has to offer in 
terms of sound is pretty much on the 
money. We load up a bunch of different 
formats including a few MP3s. 32GBs of 

storage allows for a couple of our 
favourite albums, but the option 
to upgrade the storage to 128GBs 
via the microSD, means we get a 
considerable amount on-board. 
We play Thistle and Weed by 
Mumford & Sons and the 
balladesque intro is delivered 
with poise and stature. Each 
guitar note is well defined and 
the FiiO X7 does a great job with 
the details especially in the mids. 
That's not to say it falls short 
elsewhere – play Vivaldi's Der 
Winter  and the X7 has dollops to 
offer. It presents the intricate 
sections of the track in a way 
only more expensive units 
manage. But where the X7 does 
fumble a bit is in outright attack. 
It has a slightly laid back 
approach to recordings – in 
recordings such as Schubert's 
Sonata No. 20, the faster sections 
that would normally have you up 
and listening, do very little and 
come across tame and a tad 
unstimulating. 

But the FiiO X7 with its ESS 
ES9018S DAC more than makes 
up for that in other areas by 
putting forward an impressive 

sound stage that is as wide as the Thar 
desert. There's also Bluetooth and 
Wi-Fi on-board and connecting to a 
NAS or a Bluetooth-enabled 
headphone is as easy as stealing candy 
from a toddler. Quality obviously dips, 
though, but the FiiO still manages to 
retain some of the sonic character it 
exudes while being wired. Battery life 
takes a hit too when Bluetooth and 
Wi-Fi is left on, dropping down to six 
and a half hours of playback compared 
with the eight hours you get 
otherwise. But this kind of defeats the 
purpose of a DAP and the amplifier 
module, really. We would always 
prefer to go the wired way, but it's nice 
to have wireless connectivity as an 
option.  Keep in mind, though, that 
what comes out of the FiiO will 

ultimately depend on your headphones. 
FiiO recommends using headphones 
with an impedance of 16~300 Ω for your 
recordings to really come through. Invest 
in a good pair after auditioning a few and 
you surely are in for a treat. Forgive the 
buggy UI, which will improve with 
updates anyway and this is a great player 
which will only get better with upgrades 
by FiiO in the future.

The X7 has dollops to offer, it 
presents the intricate sections
of the track in a way only more
expensive units manage
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TECH SPECS 
Display 480×800p 3.97in IPS TFT 
Processor 1.4GHz DAC ESS ES9018S  
Frequency Response 20Hz - 20000Hz 
Impedance 216 Ohms - 300 Ohms RAM 
1GB Storage 32GB (expandable to 128GB 
via MicroSD) Special features separate 
interchangeable amp modules Dimensions 
130 x 64 x 16.6 mm Weight 220g

Says

VERDICT The FiiO X7 scores eleven on 
sound but the Android UI is an 
unappealing let down


