
Fly Fishing the  

Blue Ridge Parkway 
 
 

North Carolina Section 

By: 

Sam R. Johnson 
Outdoorsman & Author 

 

Forward by: 

Mark W. Woods 
Superintendent - Blue Ridge Parkway (Retired) 



Contents 

Section I: MP 469 to MP 406 83 

1. Oconaluftee River 85 

Key Tributaries:   
 Beech Flats Prong – headwater 89 

 Kephart Prong - headwater 92 

 Collins Creek 94 

 Bradley Fork 96 

 Mingus Creek 101 

2. Raven Fork 103 

Key Tributaries:   
 Right Fork & Left Fork - headwaters 108 

 Enloe Creek 110 

 Straight Fork 111 

 Bunches Creek 114 

3. North Fork of the French Broad River 116 

Key Tributaries:   
 Courthouse Creek – headwater 122 

 Kiesee Creek – headwater 124 

 Beetree Fork 125 

Forward by Mark W. Woods 9 

Acknowledgements 13 

Introduction 15 

Understanding & Using This Guide 21 

The Blue Ridge Parkway 27 

Parkway’s Hydrology – a Macro View 45 

Trout of the Parkway Waters   63 

Cautions & Precautions 73 



 Tucker Creek 126 

4. West Fork of the Pigeon River  128 

Pigeon River (Proper) Watershed Overview 128 

West Fork Overview & Description 129 

Key Tributaries:   
 Bubbling Springs Branch 133 

 Flat Laurel Creek 134 

 Middle Fork 136 

5. East Fork of the Pigeon River 139 

Pigeon River (Proper) Watershed Overview 139 

East Fork Overview & Description 141 

Key Tributaries:   

 Yellowstone Prong – headwater 144 

 Dark Prong – headwater 147 

 Greasy Cove Prong 150 

 Shining Creek 152 

6. Davidson River   155 

Key Tributaries:   
 Daniel Ridge Cr.& Right Fork - headwaters 154 

 Laurel Fork 166 

 Cove Creek 167 

 Rockhouse Creek 169 

 Looking Glass Creek 170 

 Avery Creek 174 

7. South Fork of the Mills River 176 

Key Tributary   
 Bradley Creek 181 

 Section II: MP 406 to MP 343 185 

1. North Fork of the Mills River 187 

Key Tributaries:   
 Big Creek - headwater 191 

 Fletcher Creek - headwater 193 

 Wash Creek 195 

2. French Broad (Proper) Watershed Overview 197 

3. Swannanoa (Proper) Watershed Overview 202 

4. Carter Creek 206 

Key Tributary:   
 Peach Orchard Creek 208 

5. Curtis Creek 209 

Key Tributaries:   
 Newberry Creek 212 

 Big Camp Rock Branch 214 

6. South Toe River  216 



Key Tributaries:   
 Right Prong & Left Prong - headwaters 220 

 Upper Creek 221 

 Lower Creek 223 

 Big Lost Cove Creek 226 

 Rock Creek 227 

Section III: MP 343 to MP 280 229 

1. Linville River 231 

Key Tributary:   
 Duggers Creek 237 

2. Wilson Creek 240 

Key Tributaries:   
 Little Wilson Creek 248 

 Stack Rock Creek 249 

 Bucks Timber Branch 251 

 Laurel Creek 254 

 Lost Cove Creek 255 

3. Watauga River 258 

Key Tributaries:   
 Boone Fork 262 

 Laurel Fork 265 

 Dutch Creek 266 

4. Middle Fork / South Fork of  the New River 269 

5. Laurel Creek 273 

Key Tributaries:   
 North Fork & South Fork - headwaters 275 

6. Stony Fork 277 

Section IV: MP 280 to MP 217 279 

1. Fall Creek 281 

2. Meadow Fork 284 

3. Joshua Creek 287 

4. Pike Creek 289 

5. Garden Creek 292 

6. Bullhead Creek 295 

Key Tributaries:   
 Rich Mountain Creek 299 

7. Brush Creek 301 

8. Big Pine Creek 303 

Forty More Watersheds 307 

Section  I 307 

Section  II 307 

Section  III 308 

Section  IV 308 


