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BPA creates an eye-popping ‘Poppins' 

BAINBRIDGE ISLAND — Bainbridge Performing Arts' production of "Mary Poppins" strikes a magical balance. 

Director Ken Michels and his cast and crew have managed to fill the stage with wondrous, wide-eyed imagery and 

technical trickery, without sacrificing any of the story of a dysfunctional family's salvation. It's a show that is successful 

both in giving audiences the iconic characters and feats of "how'd-they-do-that?" stage wizardry and still warming hearts 

with the very human goings-on at 17 Cherry Tree Lane. 

It isn't quite "practically perfect in every way," like its enimgmatic, cantankerous title character. But it is an impressive 

achievement not only by those on stage but by those behind the scenes, and an awful lot of fun from start to finish. I'd 

rank it as the best of Michels' work (so far) at BPA, and that's saying something. 

There's a lot to work with, for sure. Cameron Mackintosh's stage re-realization of "Mary Poppins" combines the best of 

P.L. Travers' stories and the beloved Disney movie, telling a cohesive story and not only maintaining but expanding on 

the film's array of tremendous songs and production numbers. 

BPA takes all this raw wonderfulness, adapts it onto their own stage, and finds — in classic Michels twinkling-eye fashion 

— little extras aimed at adding even more to the magic. 

I don't want to give any of it away. Suffice to say that if you take your eyes off BBA's "Mary Poppins" even for a second 

or two, you're liable to miss something. 

The magic starts with Will Langemack and Alex King's set-and-tech work, a combination of gorgeous and functional good 

ideas and fold-out, roll-out, rotating and pivoting set-piece prestidigitaion that effortlessly turns exteriors into interiors, 

downstairs into upstairs and placid parks into chimney-crowded rooftops, all in slightly dollhouse-like miniature. Tess 

Malone's lighting also is crucial in these transformations, and Samantha Shields' costumes are spit-spot, spic and span, 

without always seeming to come right out of the Poppins Playbook. Another staunch Michels ally is choreographer 

Heather Dawson, who concocts some stage-filling — and eye-filling — production numbers, using everything from tap to 

aerialistics to keep the razzle dazzling throughout. 
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There's lots of eye candy for Poppins Purists, and some Bainbridge Bonuses you won't get to see anywhere else. 

As much as there is going on, any worth-its-salt production of "Mary Poppins" still will hinge on, well ... Mary Poppins. 

And BPA could not have done much better than Lisa Mandelkorn, who finds just the right edge of prissy English nanny 

and one-step-ahead-of-everything beguiler. In their first meeting, Poppins has hellions Jane and Michael Banks eating 

out of her hands — or rather drinking willingly from her medicine bottle — and the same could be said of Mandelkorn 

and the sold-out December 5 BPA gallery, which was about half-youngster, half-adult and decidedly all-in. 

As wowzer as all of the show's technical goodies are, it's Mandelkorn's thrilling soprano — high notes that'll raise you 

right out of your seat — that has to be counted as the show's most impressive special effect. 

There are plenty of other good performances, both vocally and dramatically, to be had, as well, starting with Luke 

Walker's animated, eager-to-please Bert. Singing, dancing, narrating and even wrangling some of the scenery — that is 

when he's not dashing off a chalk sketch or tidying up a chimney or two — he's as indispensible to the proceedings in his 

way as Mandelkorn's Mary is in hers. Try not to like him; just try. 

Big contributions, too, from Matt Eldridge and Shannon Dowling, who play the confused and conflicted Banks parents, 

George and Winifred. George has given up his family for his business, Winifred her passion for her family, and the 

resulting strain is affecting not only them, but their children (wonderfully played by Sophie Eldridge, Matt's real-lifef 

daughter, and Quinn Leibling). Both Eldridge and Dowling fight their battles convincingly and endearingly, and both sing 

superbly — Eldridge sweetly, Dowling with a powerful theatricality. 

Kudos to Zandi Carlson, excellent as Mrs. Corry in Act 1's "Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious" and then returning to fill in 

for absent Michelle Abad as "The Holy Terror," Mrs. Andrew. Positives also were Cynthia Jacobs and Lucien Caro as the 

Banks' household help, and the chorus of youngsters who played everything from penguins to kites to itty-bitty chimney 

sweeps. 

I thought several of the adult ensemble characters were a bit overbearing. There were several stumbled lines and 

stubbed cues, too, which would've been more characteristic of opening night. 

The sound (by Matt Hadlock) was generally excellent, except for when the orchestra was too loud. To me, anyway, the 

orchestra had an off night in general, not rising to the high standard of the vocal work — which is, I understand, asking a 

lot when you're talking about the likes of Mandelkorn and Dowling. 

Part of the show — like there needs to be much of anything else — is watching the reaction of the kids in the audience, 

some of them having their first "Mary Poppins" experience. Their slack-jawed, laugh-out-loud appreciation is the best 



recommendation for the show I can think of. Unless I can count the slack-jawed, laugh-out-loud appreciation of the 

adults, too. 

REVIEW 

‘MARY POPPINS' 

Who: Bainbridge Performing Arts 

What: Musical by Richard M. Sherman, Robert B. Sherman, Julian Fellowes, George Stiles and Anthony Drewe, based on 

the P.L. Travers children's stories and the Disney film 

Where: BPA's Hodges Hall, 200 Madison Ave. N., Bainbridge Island 

When: Through Dec. 20; 7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 3 p.m. Sundays 

Tickets: $27-$19 

Information: 206-842-8569, bainbridgeperformingarts.org 
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