
 

Founding member of The EDGE Improv, Frank Buxton passed peacefully on January 2, 2018. He was a steady source of 
laughter and inspiration at BPA for nearly 25 years and will be sorely missed by our board, staff, patrons, and community 
of artisans. His spirit will continue to guide us with humor, humanity, and wisdom.  

Many friends have asked us how to make a gift in Frank’s honor. The family has asked us to point people to the 
organizations Frank cherished most: Bainbridge Performing Arts, Port Townsend Film Festival, San Francisco Silent Film 
Festival, and Bainbridge Island Museum of Art. 

 The Hot Dog! Fund, founded by Frank Buxton and Cynthia Sears, is held at the Bainbridge Community Foundation and 
benefits the artistic and capital excellence of Bainbridge Performing Arts. For more information, 
visit www.bainbridgebcf.org. 

Listen to the BCB Podcast: Who’s On Bainbridge Special reissue as John Ellis reminisces with Frank Buxton. 

FRANK BUXTON, ENTERTAINMENT ICON AND ISLAND STAGE STAR, PASSES AWAY AT 87 

Source: http://www.bainbridgereview.com/news/frank-buxton-entertainment-icon-and-island-stage-star-passes-away-at-
86/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=daily&utm_medium=email – by Luciano Marano, Bainbridge Review, 
January 4, 2018 

Frank Buxton, iconic Bainbridge Island stage presence and lifetime show biz polymath, reportedly died at 11:45 a.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 2, surrounded by family and friends. He was 87. 

A founding member of The EDGE Improv on Bainbridge Island, Buxton was as renowned for his work as an actor-writer-
director-producer for the stage and screen as for his comedic chops. He won numerous awards throughout his lengthy, 
storied career, and worked alongside such titans as Buster Keaton and Robin Williams, among others. 

“Frank has been a steady source of laughter and inspiration at Bainbridge Performing Arts for nearly 25 years,” said BPA 
spokeswoman Sally Jo Martine. “He will be sorely missed by BPA’s board, staff, patrons, and community of artisans, but 
his spirit will continue to guide us with humor, humanity, and wisdom.” 

Memorial services have yet to be announced. 

According to his biography at the Internet Movie Database, Buxton was born in Wellesley, Massachusetts on Feb. 13, 
1930. 

He grew up in Larchmont, New York, graduated from Northwestern University and Syracuse University and, after service 
in the Army in the Korean War, began working in local television as a producer-director in Buffalo, New York and Chicago. 
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He then began his performing career as a stand-up comedian, TV host (“Discovery,” “Get the Message”) and stage 
performer (“Brigadoon,” “Bye Bye Birdie,” “The Tender Trap” and others). 

His television writing, producing and directing work included “The Odd Couple” (1970), “Happy Days” (1974) and “Mork & 
Mindy” (1978), among many others, and he created the Peabody Award-winning series “Hot Dog” (1970) for NBC, which 
starred Woody Allen and Jonathan Winters. 

As a film and TV actor, he appeared in “Overboard” (1987), “Beaches” (1988), “Frankie and Johnny” (1991), “Face of a 
Stranger” (1991), “With a Vengeance” (1992) and “Roomates” (1994), as well as many series and specials. 

He wrote and created voices for Woody Allen’s “What’s Up, Tiger Lily?” (1966) and did further voice work for innumerable 
cartoon and commercial projects. 

Tributes were plentiful in the wake of the announcement of Buxton’s death, including the scheduling of a special “All 
About Frank” performance by The EDGE at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 6 at BPA. 

“Frank had a marvelous way of helping us navigate difficult moments with humor,” said BPA executive director Dominique 
Cantwell. “I hope that friends will join us to channel his energy as we try to pilot onward through this particularly hard 
one.” 

To honor Buxton’s legacy of generosity, BPA officials announced, all remaining tickets to the Jan. 6 performance will be 
free of charge. 

Donations to the Hot Dog! Fund, a charitable endeavor cofounded by Buxton, will be accepted at the door. 

Tickets are now available at www.bainbridgeperformingarts.org and through the box office at 206-842-8569. 

Seating is very limited, and advanced reservations are strongly recommended. 

Friend and fellow cofounder of The EDGE John Ellis wrote of Buxton’s passing, a portrait of a passionate profession 
engaged in his life’s work to the end: “He’d been struggling with heart issues for some time but had gotten stronger with 
a lot of work and support from his wonderful family and community. Things had been pretty damn good until very 
recently. He even got back on stage with The EDGE in November, and a week before his final trip to the hospital, he was 
singing up a storm at a workshop. 

“His exit line was perfectly Frank!” Ellis wrote. “We sang some songs [on] Christmas Eve and at the end of the last song, he 
closed his eyes, dropped his hand from his chest, opened his hand and whispered, ‘Rosebud.’ We all laughed (including 
Frank) and we left his room, but as far as we know that was his exit line.” 

Buxton’s friend and admirer Mark Evanier commemorated the island icon’s passing in a lengthy passage posted at his 
personal blog. 

“I want to go like he did…and I think I’ll even steal his exit line,” he wrote. “He was truly one of my heroes and it was an 
honor to know him.” 

He is survived by his wife, Cynthia Lovelace Sears. 

  



FRANK BUXTON WAS A GIFT TO BAINBRIDGE ISLAND WHO JUST KEPT ON GIVING. 

Source: http://www.kitsapsun.com/story/news/local/2018/01/03/bainbridge-island-arts-icon-frank-buxton-dies-
87/996635001/ – Michael C. Moore, Kitsap Sun, January 3, 2018 

Buxton, a veteran of television, movies and radio and a familiar and beloved face on the Kitsap arts scene for more than a 
quarter of a century, died Tuesday morning. Buxton, who moved to Bainbridge Island with his wife, Cynthia Sears, in 1989, 
was 87 and had been battling health issues for two years. 

"The Bainbridge community was everything to him," said John Ellis, who got to know Buxton when both were students in 
an improvisation class at Bainbridge Performing Arts — the beginning of a beautiful friendship. "He was not just a 
performer, he was an all-around guy." 

Despite Buxton's long career in Hollywood as an actor, writer, producer and director, Ellis said it wasn't surprising that he 
would turn up as just another student in his new hometown. 

"He never stopped being a student," Ellis said. "He never stopped learning." 

During his long career, Buxton acted alongside Buster Keaton (in "Three Men on a Horse") and had roles in "What's Up, 
Tiger Lily" and "Overboard," among others. He worked extensively in a number of capacities in television, and created, 
wrote, produced and directed the Peabody Award-winning series "Hot Dog" for NBC, working with a cast that included 
Woody Allen, Tom Smothers, Jonathan Winters and JoAnne Worley. 

In 1995, Buxton was one of the cornerstone members of the longstanding improvisational comedy and music troupe The 
Edge, founded by Ellis and Ken Ballenger. The group has performed monthly at Bainbridge Performing Arts almost without 
interruption since then, and has occasionally taken the act on tour to venues in Seattle and other points east of Puget 
Sound. 

"I think the two big things in his life were laughing and making other people laugh," said Chris Soldavilla, a professional 
actor and improviser who joined The Edge when he moved to the island about a decade ago. "If there was a spotlight, it 
was just that much better. 

"He was equal parts your contemporary and friend, and the dad you wanted to impress," Soldavilla said. "He didn't ask to 
command respect. He just did." 

Despite his ill health, Buxton performed with The Edge as recently as November. 

"He was always looking for humor, all through the health issues," Ellis said. "We've been laughing for the last two years 
through this." 

Ellis, in a note to TV and comic book writer Mark Evanier, told of a Christmas Eve visit by friends to Buxton's hospital 
room. 

"We sang some songs, and at the end of the last song, (Frank) closed his eyes, dropped his hand from his chest, opened 
his hand and whispered, ‘Rosebud,'" Ellis wrote. "We all laughed, including Frank. As far as we know, that was his exit 
line." 

"His comic timing was perfect," Ellis said. "That ‘Rosebud’ line (a reference to the Charles Foster Kane's death scene in 
‘Citizen Kane') was an example. We all knew exactly what he was doing, and it was perfect." 

Buxton apparently slipped into a coma soon after the Christmas Eve visit and passed quietly, surrounded by friends, on 
Tuesday morning. 
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In 2013, Buxton directed his own adaptation of "It's A Wonderful Life," which was performed at BPA as a staged radio 
broadcast. He also performed a readers-theater version of the two-actor play "The Gin Game" at Rolling Bay Hall with 
Academy Award-winning actress Lee Grant, directed by Grant's daughter, Dina Manoff. 

Soldavilla pointed out that he shared a birthday (Feb. 13) with Buxton, and was exactly 40 years his junior. 

"I just hope to have as much energy and exuberance for life at that age as he had," he said. 

Buxton got his start as host and producer of the ABC documentary series "Discovery" in 1962. In addition to his acting and 
voice-acting career, he also hosted the game show "Get the Message" and co-wrote "The Big Broadcast," a book about 
the golden age of radio, with Bill Owen (with whom he also co-wrote "Radio's Golden Age"). 

He worked as a writer, producer and director for Paramount Television, serving as story editor for the anthology series 
"Love, American Style," and wrote and directed episodes of series including "The Odd Couple," "Happy Days" and "Mork & 
Mindy." TV Guide named one of his "Odd Couple" episodes, "Password," as the fifth greatest TV segment of all time. 

Since Buxton and Sears relocated to Bainbridge, he had been a constant presence in the island and Puget Sound arts 
scenes, acting in productions at BPA and with Island Theatre, performing in Jim French's legendary "Imagination Theatre" 
and other radio series and performing monthly with the Edge. 

His philanthropic endeavors in the region were well known. The auditorium in the Bainbridge Island Museum of Art is 
named for him. 

"I noticed that anywhere I'd go on the island, there'd be a plaque to Frank and Cynthia, thanking them for their generous 
donation to so many different things. You couldn't help but be impressed by their generosity." 

Evanier was a writer for the animated TV series "Garfield and Friends" when Buxton was in the voice cast. 

"For years, I assumed that the Frank Buxton who worked on all those sitcoms was a different Frank Buxton from the guy I 
enjoyed watching on ‘Discovery,’" said Evanier, writing in his blog, "News From Me." 

"It simply didn't occur to me that one man could be so diverse and talented," Evanier continued. "I soon learned they 
were one and the same and that he was one of the nicest, cleverest people I would ever meet. We became good buddies 
and whenever we were recording ‘Garfield’ cartoons and Frank was visiting Los Angeles, I would drag him in to join our 
voice cast. It made the show better and I got to spend more time with Frank." 

"What always struck me about Frank was his kindness, his generosity of spirit, and what a consummate professional he 
was," Ellis said. 

The Edge have dedicated their Jan. 6 performance to Buxton, dubbing the evening "All About Frank." To honor his spirit of 
generosity, unsold tickets to the performance were offered free, with donations requested to the Buxton-inspired Hot 
Dog! Fund. 

"I don't know what's going to happen that night, it being improv," Soldavilla said, "but I know Frank will be there hugely in 
spirit." 

For information, call 206-842-8569 or go to bainbridgeperformingarts.org. 

Buxton is survived by his wife, Cynthia. 


