
ROMEO & JULIET Detailed List of Characters 

Bainbridge Performing Arts | 200 Madison Avenue North | Bainbridge Island, WA 98110 | www.bainbridgeperformingarts.org 
BPA promotes appreciation of and participation in the performing arts to build, educate and inspire our vibrant, creative community. 

ROMEO: The son and heir of Montague and Lady Montague. A young man of 16. Romantic, passionate, 
sensitive, poetic, loyal to his friends. 

JULIET: The daughter of Capulet and Lady Capulet. 13 years of age. Naive, headstrong, impulsive, passionate, 
courageous.  

FRIAR LAWRENCE: A Franciscan friar, friend to both Romeo and Juliet. Civic-minded, a proponent of 
moderation, and always ready with a plan.  

MERCUTIO: A kinsman to the Prince, and Romeo’s close friend. Mercutio overflows with imagination and 
wit. He can be hotheaded, and hates people who are affected, pretentious, or obsessed with the latest fashions.  

THE NURSE: Juliet’s nurse who breast-fed Juliet when she was a baby and has cared for Juliet her entire life. 
Earnest, long-winded, and sentimental.  

TYBALT: A Capulet, Juliet’s cousin on her mother’s side. Vain, fashionable, supremely aware of courtesy and 
the lack of it. Tybalt is aggressive and quick to draw his sword when he perceives insult. 

CAPULET: The patriarch of the Capulet family, father of Juliet, husband of Lady Capulet, and enemy, for 
unexplained reasons, of Montague. Often prudent, he commands respect and propriety, but flies into a rage 
when either is lacking.  

LADY CAPULET: Juliet’s mother, Capulet’s wife. A woman who herself married young She is an ineffectual 
mother, relying on the Nurse for moral and pragmatic support. 

MONTAGUE: Romeo’s father, the patriarch of the Montague clan and bitter enemy of Capulet.  

LADY MONTAGUE: Romeo’s mother, Montague’s wife. She dies of grief after Romeo is exiled from Verona. 

PARIS: A kinsman of the Prince, and the suitor of Juliet most preferred by Capulet.  

BENVOLIO: Montague’s nephew, Romeo’s cousin and thoughtful friend.  

PRINCE ESCALUS: The Prince of Verona. A kinsman of Mercutio and Paris. He is the seat of political power 
in Verona.   

FRIAR JOHN: A Franciscan friar charged by Friar Lawrence with taking the news of Juliet’s false death to 
Romeo in Mantua. 

BALTHASAR: Romeo’s dedicated servant, who brings Romeo the news of Juliet’s death, unaware that her 
death is a ruse.  
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SAMPSON & GREGORY: Two young servants of the house of Capulet, who, like their master, hate the 
Montagues. Crude and quarrelsome.  

ABRAM: Montague’s servant, who fights with Sampson and Gregory. 

THE APOTHECARY: An apothecary in Mantua who sells drugs and medicines.  

PETER: An illiterate Capulet servant who invites guests to Capulet’s feast and escorts the Nurse to meet with 
Romeo. 

Musicians, Servants and Townspeople 


