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BAINBRIDGE ISLAND — During tech rehearsals for Bainbridge Performing Arts' Puget Sound premiere production of 
"Priscilla, Queen of the Desert," director-choreographer Jessica Low halted a production number and made a request of 
cast members. 

"Could we gay up that last pose?" she said. 

Low probably never saw such a collection of "hold-my-drink" looks in her life. 

"We've got one straight guy in the cast," Low grinned wryly about the musical adaptation of the 1994 cult film, starting 
with a book by Stephan Elliott and Allan Scott and crammed with period pop and disco songs for its score. "He's been a 
very good sport." 

The musical is about two drag queens (Bo Mellinger and Troy Wageman) and a transgender woman (Matty McCaslin) who 
travel from Sydney to tiny Alice Springs, Australia, to perform a drag show. Their carriage, a camped-up camper named 
Priscilla, gives the show its title — and BPA's set its focal point (it'll swivel to give audiences both internal and external 
views). 

The 1994 film turned out to be much more than just a curiosity. It became a cult favorite, and not just with the LGBTQ 
community, both for its comedy and for its themes of widening comfort zones and finding new horizons. 

Those themes carry over into BPA's adventurous production. 

"We know it's a risky show in some ways," said BPA production manager Deirdre Hadlock. "But we thought it was 
important to give people the chance to see it. Our audiences have always been great about giving us a chance." 

Low, who works as a director and choreographer all over the Puget Sound area, said she's already been contacted by a 
couple of other theaters about coming to scout it out. 

"They wanted to come see it, and decide if it was right for them," she said. "I feel pretty good that we're the first." 

Low is no stranger to BPA, with a number of credits there in the earlier stages of her career. Notably, she choreographed 
the 2012 production of "The Who's Tommy." In fact, she and assistant director-fight choreographer Adam Somers shared 
the boards there in a Sound Theatre Company production of the chamber musical "The Last Five Years" they both starred 
in and produced. 

"I was in high school when the movie came out," Somers said. "I loved the movie, and I think (the musical) did a great job 
keeping the essence of it." 

That essence is reflected in the score, which starts with "It's Raining Men" and roars through a survey of 1980s top-40 
fodder that touches on everyone from Madonna and Cyndi Lauper to Chicago and John Denver. 

It's also reflected in the costumes. Dozens and dozens of them, concocted and collected by Bainbridge costumer Barbara 
Klingberg, sewing another button onto her almost legendary status. 

"There are about a million costumes," Somers said. 
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"I think it works out to 160-some costumes," Low added, putting costume changes right up there with some of the show's 
other technical challenges. "I don't know how Barbara does it." 

PREVIEW 

‘Priscilla, Queen of the Desert’ 

Who: Bainbridge Performing Arts 

What: Musical by Stephan Elliott and Allan Scott, with a score of period pop and disco songs 

Where: BPA's Hodges Hall, 200 Madison Avenue N., Bainbridge Island 

When: Oct. 13-29; 7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 3 p.m. Sundays 

Tickets: $29-$24 

Information: 206-842-8569, bainbridgeperformingarts.org 

 


