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 Love costs. Sometimes we are more than willing to pay the price because the gain is 
worth the investment. Mutual support, affection, loyalty, and dependency are benefits of a 
great partnership. But sometimes love goes unfulfilled. We can’t be with the person we want 
to be with due to circumstance. Perhaps fate’s wheel spins in the opposite direction of our 
hearts. In the season finale of the Bainbridge Symphony Orchestra on May 30 and 31, 2015 we 
will explore these ideas – love, passion, and yes, even joy through the works of Wagner, 
Debussy and Gershwin.  

 Impossible or unrequited love is central to Wagner’s opera Tristan und Isolde. The 
Bainbridge Symphony Orchestra will perform the Prelude and Transfiguration, which is some 
of the most expressive, manipulative music written about love. Tristan and Isolde acknowledge 
their love for one another but it can’t be fulfilled in their humanly lives. Only in death, free of 
their individual circumstances, can they unite themselves. The musical depiction of these 
characters’ emotions is tumultuous and powerful as well as heart wrenching.   

 Debussy’s Prélude à l’après-midi d’un faune is another marvel about a very different 
type of love. Debussy knew Wagner’s music well and, like the latter, experimented with 
harmony. Like the Tristan Prelude, Debussy’s work was also confusing to listeners with its new 
sounds and textures. The prelude uses as inspiration the poem of the same name by the 
Symbolist poet Stéphane Mallarmé. In it a faun reflects upon and fantasizes about (we don’t 
really know which) some nymphs who stir him in an erotic way. Serge Diaghilev later used the 
music for a Ballet Russes production with Nijinsky as the faun.  

 In addition to the music of Wagner and Debussy the BSO will present two outstanding 
soloists: Anne-Marie Cherry will perform Richard Strauss’s Concerto for Horn and Orchestra 
No. 1 and Dr. Johan Botes will bring the season to a close with George Gershwin’s rousing 
Concerto in F. The latter is a fitting end to the program and season with its infectious sense of 
joy in fusing Gershwin’s jazzy touch with a classical orchestra. This work and Johan’s 
performance is certain to lift you out of your seat with its brilliance and energy. Join us for our 
season finale and let your heart and body be carried away. 
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