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Once a year Bainbridge Performing Arts takes its show outside for a spot of The Bard of Avon. Their annual foray to the 
Island's Bloedel Reserve is a much-anticipated summer event. The whole thing feels like theater the way it ought to be 
experienced. Warm weather, (At least at the beginning. This is Washington State.) the odd flying bug and noise from 
overhead aircraft become a part of the charm. This year, Shakespeare's most raucous comedy is the bill of al fresco fare, 
as The Merry Wives of Windsor" plot and scheme to show the men in town to be fools. The more comedy changes, the 
more it stays the same. Theater fans from near and far should gather at the Reserve, forsooth they should. The merriment 
opened this weekend and continues Friday-Sunday through July 23. All shows begin at 7 p.m. 

Lusty menfolk with big and swinging horns were a frequent subject of Shakespeare's works. He knew that men seek three 
primary things in life, namely food, power and wenches. How the men acquire said desires is the basis for theatrical 
conjecture, never more humorously than in this oft-told tale.  

First, the audience meets Justice Robert Shallow. While his friends insist he meets and marries a woman, Shallow himself 
is profoundly ambivalent to the idea of consorting romantically with any woman. George Shannon plays Shallow with 
great joy. He has the voice that carries best to the back of the crowd. That's an important feature in a production played 
outside. Shannon was really good in the part. 

Sir John Falstaff is a great, lumbering man who is proud of his girth in a way that would make Jenny Craig blanch white. 
Falstaff's appetite for food, grog, and women are legendary in his circle. Ellis' scenes with Victoria Brown's Hostess of 
the Garter Inn and Jennifer Hodges' Mistress Ford were highlights.  

Making her Bainbridge Performing Arts debut is Citori Luecht. Just 16 years of age, Miss Luecht is making a habit of 
performing superbly in William Shakespeare's works. Her Mistress Anne Page is as in control of her part as any of the 
adult actors on the stage. Far from being overshadowed her star shone nicely on the fields of green.  

An audience can't help but smile when the actors are so obviously having a great time, and the wives are so merry the 
crowd is caught up with them. Perhaps the most mirthful is Hodge's Mistress Ford and Ali Budge's Mistress Page. Falstaff 
is buffoon enough for them both and the two wives' delighted laughs are a big part of the fun. It has been said that an 
audience cares little if the material is new, as long as the actors are working. Hodge and Budge are delighted in their work. 
As such, they are delightful, as well. 

Gary Fetterplace recently chewed the scenery at Bremerton Community Theater with his standout performance as The 
Man in "One Man, Two Guvnors." Mr. Fetterplace knows comedy from stem to stern and is a bright spot among several in 
this show. His Dr. Caius resembles Peter Sellers, in a way. That's high comedic praise.  

Max Martina's portrayal of Hugh Evans is a prime example of why the better actors should never take long breaks from 
the stage. His return after an extended hiatus is a great joy to those who love to watch him work. Evans is one of the show 
anchors and Mr. Martina plays him masterfully.  

Young Evelyn Cantwell is an audience and critical favorite. That such a thing can be said about an actress so young says 
much for her stage potential. Reaching the back of the crowd is difficult for a tender voice, but Miss Cantwell's stage 
presence as Robin is palpable and beyond her years. Obviously, the future is uncertain and the potential paths many for 
Evelyn Cantwell. One hopes she chooses theater as part of her life's pathway. 

https://bainbridgeperformingarts.org/
http://bloedelreserve.org/


Tickets to "The Merry Wives of Windsor" are available on the Bainbridge Performing Arts ticketing page. Those who care 
about such things should make this show a calendar entry. Enjoy a glass of wine and a piece of candy in a beautiful 
Bainbridge Island locale, but enjoy these performers most of all. 
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