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 The British are coming! Indeed, on November 12 & 13, 2016 the British will invade 
Bainbridge Performing Arts when the Bainbridge Symphony Orchestra takes the stage for the 
opening of the BSO’s 46th Season. When choosing music for the symphony I often pair works for 
a program like a chef might pick side dishes for a meal. You want the various pieces to 
complement one another while also making an individual statement. Every once in a while, 
however, you have to indulge. Who says you can’t eat only ice cream for dinner?! 

 For these concerts we will soak in the sounds of three glorious English composers. 
Edward Elgar will anchor the program in his delightful orchestral work known affectionately as 
Enigma Variations. Before its composition in 1899 Elgar was known for only a few light 
orchestral works. With this piece, however, he burst into full public view and was hailed as the 
new torchbearer of English music. Enigma Variations features an original tune that Elgar 
supposedly improvised at the piano, cigar in hand, after a long day of teaching piano. Friends of 
Elgar’s and their respective talents or personalities inspired the subsequent variations. One 
variation is even devoted to a rambunctious bulldog named Dan. Elgar’s music belongs to high 
Romanticism and this work, without a doubt, will move you in its sincerity and directness of 
expression.  

 The other two composers featured on the program are William Walton and Ralph 
Vaughan Williams. Walton invokes the style of Elgar in his march Crown Imperial, performed for 
the coronation of George VI. Vaughan Williams wrote his Piano Concerto for Harriet Cohen in 
1930. For our performances the brilliant pianist Cristina Valdéz, Artist in Residence at the 
University of Washington, will perform. The concerto is bombastic and percussive with thick 
orchestration. A number of influences can be heard from Bach (the opening movement is titled 
Toccata) to Bartok. This concerto is infrequently performed and we are thrilled to perform it for 
the first time on Bainbridge Island.  

 I hope you will come join us for a great season of live, symphonic music. In March we will 
give our first performance of Mahler’s Symphony No. 1 in collaboration with the University of 
Puget Sound Symphony Orchestra. If that piece isn’t big enough for you, come in April when we 
combine with Bainbridge Chorale for Carmina Burana! I look forward to seeing you! 
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