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The good people who run and contribute to Bainbridge Performing Arts are a talented lot, and the anticipation of the 
audience leading up to a BPA show is palpable. Most of the shows on the Island are epic productions, with dozens of 
actors on sets unmatched anywhere in the South Sound. The current show, titled, for real, [title of SHOW] is a departure 
of sorts. It isn't sprawling, or even big. The sets are, well, almost not there. The cast is five strong. But it is an intimate look 
inside the machinations of putting a show together. A show within a show within a show. On stage for a limited run [title 
of SHOW] opened this weekend and continues just through Feb. 19. Friday and Saturday shows (within shows) begin at 
7:30 p.m. The Sunday matinee starts at 3 p.m.  

Jeff and Hunter are playwrights. Played by Garrett Dill and Adam Minton respectively, they display the angst of the 
creative mind and do it well. In fact, the first half of the show could be the fever dream of any writer, complete with 
episodes of manic/depression. "What if I never have a creative thing to say again?" "What if everything that crosses my 
mind is wildly entertaining?" "I'm a loser!" "I'm...STEPHEN SONDHEIM!" 

The rest of the cast for the show inside the show are Susan and Heidi, played by Jasmine Joshua and Myriah Riedel. Susan, 
the older of the two has seen her share of thespian disappointment. And she doesn't want to have to sing.  Heidi is in love 
with being in love with the theater. She is every actress at the outset of her career. 

Accompanying the action, both within the interior show and as the principles fight to birth it is Larry. Played by Joel 
Kurzynski, Larry is awfully good for apparently just learning how to play the keyboard. Kurzynski does a really good job in 
supporting the action musically, and with subtle humor. 

Directed by Philip Lacey, the players are all effective. The two standout performances Saturday night were by Mr. Minton 
and Ms. Riedel. Minton won the Broadway World Best Actor in a Musical nod last year and shows why in his impeccable 
timing in this show. His performance as a blank sheet of paper was one of the highlights of the evening. Myriah Riedel 
stood out with the best singing voice on stage and her consistent excellence in the role of young Heidi. 

Jasmine Joshua's Susan isn't given as much to do as the others, but she wrings a good performance out of a young lady 
with one foot in the workaday world and one toe pointed at The Great White Way. She was very good in the musical 
number "Change It, Don't Change It." 

Garrett Dill's part is wryly humorous, and he's a good actor. His seamless delivery of lines Saturday night wasn't up to the 
standards being set by Adam Minton. But Dill has a flexible face and should thrive in the show's later days. 

One part of the technical crew needs to be mentioned. Lighting Designer Tess Malone is putting together a fabulous 
resume' lighting shows for BPA. Her lighting arrangement and the split-second timing of the lighting board operator 
(presumably Malone herself) in this show was extremely effective. 

Bainbridge Performing Arts has been called the gold standard for community theater operations in the mid and south 
Sound. And for good reason. "The Drowsy Chaperone," "Picasso at the Lapin Agile," "A Christmas Story-The Musical," 
"Amadeus." Home run, home run, home run, and grand slam home run. [title of SHOW] may not be a home run. But it is a 
solid double off the wall and is worthy of support by community theater fans. Make plans and buy tickets from the BPA 
ticketing website, or by calling 206-842-8569. 

*Hint for those who plan to attend* Upon entering the auditorium, take note of the signs on the seats at the far end of 
the front row.  It's a small, but excellent, touch. 
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