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As surely as people suffer Black Friday injuries and Clark Griswold makes a shambles of the Christmas 
decorations, Ralphie Parker will want that doggone BB gun. It has been true since "A Christmas Story" came to 
television in 1983 and introduced the public to Christmas in Hohman, Indiana circa 1940. It is true today. 
Theaters all over the South and Mid-Sound are putting on "A Christmas Story." Some of them are spoken word 
only. A few are of the musical variety. This weekend, Bainbridge Performing Arts opened the latter. It was a 
magnificent production, just like everything else BPA puts on stage. They always delight, never disappoint, 
and are the gold standard for community theater in the Puget Sound area. "A Christmas Story: the Musical" 
continues through Dec. 18. Friday and Saturday evening performances start at 7:30 p.m. Saturday matinees 
begin at 2 p.m. Sunday matinees get underway at 3 p.m. 

What makes this show so wonderful? It begins with Ralphie. Peter Billingsley played the BB gun obsessed 
nine-year-old on TV. He was fine. But he didn't tap dance! Quinn Liebling sings, dances as part of a group, and 
taps his way into the hearts of audience members. Young Mr. Liebling is well-known in these parts, having 
appeared in BPA's "Mary Poppins," and "Evita" with Ovation! Musical Theatre Bainbridge. A Gregory 
Supporting Actor Award winner for playing Michael Caffrey in Village Theatre's "Billy Elliot" he is a 
performer who can open a show! In most cases, it is sufficient to say about a young actor, "He was excellent for 
his age." Quinn Liebling is excellent. Period. No age qualifiers necessary. 

Matt Eldridge plays the role made famous on television by Darren MacGavin. Billed simply as "The Old Man," 
he struggles with the neighbor dogs, a furnace that won't cooperate, a car on its last legs, and too many bills. He 
just wants a Christmas turkey and to enjoy his major award won by entering a crossword puzzle contest. Is that 
too much to ask? Most actors play "The Old Man" as a barely-suppressed lunatic. Mr. Eldridge plays the role as 
a frustrated man, to be sure. But he plays him with a modicum of good humor under the surface. It is a 
refreshing choice by Eldridge and Director Joanna Hardie. 

Anyone who watches sitcom reruns on TV Land knows Dad may huff and puff, but Mom is really the one in 
charge. Lisa Mandelkorn plays Mom, and plays her superbly! Last year, on this stage, Ms. Mandelkorn knocked 
Mary Poppins out of the park. This time, in a supporting role, she is the glue holding the Parker family together. 
There has never been an Indiana homemaker who can sing like Lisa Mandelkorn. There aren't many sopranos at 
Carnegie Hall who can sing like Lisa Mandelkorn. But she isn't just a singer, no matter how magnificent. Her 
comic timing and acting chops are on display in this show. She has the right stuff! 

Elizabeth Dangelo makes her Bainbridge Performing Arts debut in this show. She plays the margin-obsessed 
elementary school teacher Miss Shields. Her acting abilities are fine. Her dance sequence shows charms not 
often spotted in a classroom. 

It is the task of choreographer Debbie Pierce to wrangle the 29-member cast, most of them children, into a 
cohesive singing and dancing unit. Her efforts are laudable. Opening weekend, the dance sequences were good, 
but with a few lost young dancers making it up as they went along. They will only get better as the cast settles 
into their roles and dance steps. 

The theater company that calls Bainbridge Island home sets a high bar with every show they produce. They 
seem to clear the bar with ease...every time out. If the choice is one version of "A Christmas Story: The 
Musical," theater lovers cannot go wrong with choosing Bainbridge Performing Arts for their rendezvous with 
Ralphie and friends. 

Tickets for the show are available on the Bainbridge Performing Arts website, or by calling 206-842-8569. 
Don't miss it! 
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