
DAY ONE
>> Arrive in Guatemala City’s La Aurora International Airport.
>> Mercado Global’s driver brings you to a hotel in Antigua, where a representative from Mercado Global will be waiting.
>> Check into hotel. If you have arrived early, explore Antigua’s colonial architecture, cobblestone streets, and 
artisianal shops.
>> Group dinner at La Fonda de la Calle Real, known for its delicious and authentic Guatemalan cuisine.

DAY TWO
>> Travel to Panajachel. Check in at Hotel Atitlán, located on Lake Atitlán.
>> Visit Mercado Global’s Panajachel office to meet our Guatemala staff. Learn about our model for change in the 
Guatemalan highlands. 
>> Visit Artesanas Mayas in the village of San Andres and learn about Mercado Global’s credit program and discover how 
MG’s financial program helps women access higher income opportunities in an international market. 

DAY THREE
>> Visit the Chuacruz community. 
>> Meet the staff and children at one of Mercado Global’s partner schools. 
>> Listen as the school director gives a presentation and answers questions about issues facing children in the community. 
>> Tour the community and enjoy lunch in the community center with members of the Wajakib Kan cooperative. 

DAY FOUR
>> Enjoy the beauty of Lake Atitlán as we travel by boat to visit the vibrant community of Santiago Atitlán, a cultural center 
at the foot of one of the lake’s three volcanoes.  
>> Visit the health center in Santiago to learn more about the challenges and issues facing the community and obstacles to 
addressing local health needs.
>> Have lunch at a local restaurant and explore the town’s many historic sites, including civil war military barracks and the 
Mayan folk saint Maximon. Enjoy the scenic boat ride back to Panajachel at sunset. 

DAY FIVE
>> Meet at the Mercado Global office for a round-table discussion with top artisans and a Q&A period across cultures. 
>> Enjoy a thank you lunch in our office with staff and artisans.

SAMPLE ITINERARY

Guatemala offers a rich array of travel opportunities if you wish to extend your stay beyond the structured insight 
trip. Mercado Global's experienced staff is available to help you plan a visit to the Mayan ruins at Tikal, a trip to the 
natural limestone pools of Semuc Champey, or a volcanic trek around Lake Atitlan, among other opportunities.

Mercado Global is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit social enterprise that empowers women entrepreneurs in rural Guate-
mala to break the cycle of poverty. By providing business education and sales opportunities with major interna-
tional retailers, Mercado Global helps indigenous women to earn a sustainable income and send their children 

to school, often for the first time.

254 36th Street, Suite C-308, Unit 41 Brooklyn, NY 11232

Contact Molly Burns at community@mercadoglobal.org or at 718-408-1091  to reserve your spot.
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C O M M U N I T Y  E M P O W E R M E N T

TRIP OVERVIEW

I N S I G H T  T R I P

F E B R U A R Y  1 1 - 1 5  2 0 1 8 
Mercado Global’s Community Empowerment Insight Trip is an exclusive week-long journey that fuses 

service, leadership, and a once-in-a-lifetime cultural exchange. 

Attendees will meet the indigenous Mayan women we partner with in the Guatemalan highlands and 
learn about how their transformation into leaders has impacted their families and their communities.

Welcome to Guatemala: History and Culture
>> Overview of Guatemala’s history: from conquest to civil war
>> Insight into indigenous communities
>> Synopsis of current political structure and challenges

Getting to Know Mercado Global’s Artisans
>> History and stories of our partner women’s cooperatives
>> Insight into the history and tradition behind textiles and designs
>> Introduction to the issues facing Mayan families and children

Our Work in Action: Market-Based Solutions, Training and Support
>> Learn about our social impact
>> Attend Mercado Global’s training and education programs
>> Visit Mercado Global’s community development projects
>> Watch our design team work with artisans to create new productsPartner artisan, Marlene in Chipiacul, Guatemala
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