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April is Autism Awareness Month 

Recently our staff had a training on Autism. Many of our staff shared some insight into what 

they took away from the training such as “I learned to expand their horizons and to help them 

grow to their potential”, “I learned more about Temple Grandin and more about how people 

with autism think” and “I learned there are many spectrums of autism, they are very bright 

thinkers and Geniuses”. We listened to a lecture by  Temple Grandin and also watched a movie 

based on her life. We were given a great perspective on  Autism from a person with Autism. 

Here is a little information about Temple and her take on this developmental disability.         

Although Grandin was diagnosed with autism at age two in 1949, she was labeled with brain 

damage and placed early on in a structured nursery school. Her speech development delayed, 

she didn’t begin talking  until the age of four. Grandin is now a prominent and widely cited   

proponent of the rights of  autistic persons and of animal welfare. She has described in detail 

her hypersensitivity to noise and other sensory stimuli and how it affects her. She claims she is 

a primarily visual thinker, and has said that words are her second language. If there was a cure 

to autism she expressed that she would not support it because “She believes there’s a point 

where mild traits are just normal human variation.” Mild autism can give you a genius like  

Einstein, but if you got rid of all the autism genetics, you wouldn’t have science or art”.  

Temple Grandin 
Autism Puzzle               

Piece Symbol 

Claire Danes as 

Temple Grandin 
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Eric F. on Apr. 1st 

Laura D. on Apr. 4th 

Theo S. on Apr. 9th 

Kathy W. on Apr. 10th 

Kristopher P. on Apr. 12th 

Carrie R. on Apr. 13th 

Trula S. on Apr. 16th 

Raymond G. on Apr. 18th 

Patrick T. on Apr. 18th 

Maria R. on Apr. 22nd 

“Tani” H. on Apr. 23rd 

Beth L. on Apr. 23rd 

Amber. N on Apr. 29th 

Sean M. on Apr. 30th 

Birthdays 

Juan R. 12yrs on Apr. 3rd 

Ann W. 1yr on Apr. 3rd 

Melody M. 3yrs on Apr. 4th 

Reese C. 1yrs on Apr. 15th 

Aaron G. 1yr on Apr. 15th 

Sean M. 7yrs on Apr. 17th 

Jack R. 6yrs on Apr. 17th 

Kathy W. 3yrs on Apr. 17th 

John H. 6yrs on Apr. 20th 

“Katy” F. 1yrs. on Apr. 22nd 

Yolanda C. 14yrs on Apr. 30th 

 

Anniversaries 

Staff of the Month—April Katy F. 

Client of the Month—April Jamie D. 

When asked about why she wanted to work at       

Rockwest and how she heard about it, Katy said “I 

wanted to work here because I like working with people 

who have disabilities. I heard about Rockwest on a 

craigslist ad and I didn't know what is was so I looked 

it up on the website”. Katy said the best part about   

being here at Rockwest is “I love to sew and love the 

job, and my first day on the job involved getting to 

know all the clients in the sewing department”.  Katy 

said “The reason that Rockwest is so special to work at 

is getting to work with all kinds of people”. 

Jamie D. has been working at Rockwest for 5 years and 

is a part of the afternoon activities group. For work,     

Jamie helps to fill baskets in the sorting area and checks 

to see if items need to be replaced. Jamie enjoys going on 

the outings with her peers and she loves to laugh and 

smile.  
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Rockwest’s Industrial 

Sewing Department 

Our sewing department makes pillowcases, sheets, stretchers, blankets, bags and much more. 

We have orders shipped to hospitals, prisons, colleges and private companies all over Oregon 

and the US. All of these items are made by our staff and client employees. Our staff are: Katy F. 

and Carrie R. They are the main instructors for the clients. We also have Mary M. our sewing 

associate. Then we have the client employees who work on the various jobs: Rhonda B., Beverly 

W., Juan R., Jeanie M., and Randy H. We asked them all how they liked working on their first 

day and what the first thing they made was. Rhonda said “I sewed potholders and practiced 

hemming the material. It was hard at first but it got easier”. Juan said “I made a bag on the 

first day but I felt okay”. Beverly said “I sewed pillowcases on the first day and it made me 

happy”.  

We Sell the Following Items: 

♦ Weatherized Fleece Blankets - $12.00 

(Great for camping or having a picnic) 

♦ Grocery Tote - $12.50 

(Very sturdy, can carry heavy loads) 

♦ Backpacks -$17.50 

(Perfect for school, work or travel) 

♦ Cinch Packs -$6.25 

(An even lighter option for a backpack) 

Katie & Carrie Cutting Fleece for  

Weatherized Blankets 

Bev W. Sewing Cinch Packs 
Grocery Totes 

Backpacks 

Weatherized Fleece Blankets Cinch Pack 



4646 Ridge Dr NE 
 Salem, Or 97301 

Rockwest Training 
Company 

Phone: 503-390-7355 
Fax: 503-390-2735 

Toll Free 1-844-258-3571 

Supporting people with disabilities= A Solid Community 

www.rockwesttraining.com 

Newsletter Created by  

Michele G. 

John W.  

Crane Origami 

Client Artwork 

John W. is our resident Origami expert. Soon he’ll be teaching a class on this 

fun art form! 


