~—FACE TO FACE
Clyde Ross

An epiphany brought on by a near-death experience
changed the course of this chemical mixologist's life.

By Mary Duan
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Ross, o veteran ingredients developer—
someone akin to a chemist—for the cos-
metics and skin cave industry. lonehed
the company he calls AspireLIFE in
2004, less than a year after undergoing
emergency double bypess surgery, The
six-person company works out its formu- TR
las ared tests them in Carmel, and blends ::ir}::ji:;:vli:::]:;::n:ﬂ:gh
and manufactures its line of five prod- When-ll i I'l-rL;:k tﬁth.:' P ;
wets— including sunscreen, cleanser and
mHsiurizer—in Southern California, Ross
touts the use of natusal and sale ingredi-
ents n% hallmarks of the line,
The single father of three now=grown
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I telt something was off. 1 went
oo the doctor and he found two
arferies were clogped, one 1040
péreent amid the ather &0 per-
cent; four days later T was hav-
ing surgery. Berween the angio-
gram and the surgery, 1 went
homve to get things in order for
my kids, because af thar poing,

pital for the surgery, T walked
down those white hallways
preparved to meet my makes. [
didn't knowr what would hag-
pen, but T knew it chonged

ing it anymore. I wanted to do
something diffecent,
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thing was wrong. I felr tired and

Mine months after sor-
gery, I ran the Big Sor Half
Marathon for the first ime.
In Janpuary 2010, I launched
AspireLIFE.

Being an ingredients devel-
oper, your line of work, is
nirt something yon hear
about often, What
does it involve?
3 I worked with
¥ B skin care manu-
facturers and
their formulation
Lejims, al compa-
nies like Shizeido,
Estee Lauder and
L'Oreal, helping
them develop ey
products using
new ingredients
that were hope-
fully efficacious.
1 found 1 really
didm't like what
soee of thege com-
panbes were dadng. Safety
to me is everything, and T
didn’t like the way these
COMPANIcs ¥Were man-
facturing their products.
They were using bad
ingredicnE—parabes
that have bean linked to
breast cancer anad heanry
metals. To me, that was
just completely unaceept-

Aspirell FE founder Clyde
Ross gravitabes toward
lzcal and independant
skoras to sall his local
and independent line of
pidiscts.

able, TF vou're going to produce some-
thing that goes on people’s skin, that's
precious. I wanted to build something
that was safe in every aspect, nod just
deiven iy profit,

S0 how does that translate into your
company?

I wanted to offer an alternative to
traditional products, an alternative that
iz honest and safe and effective. I despise
the way the skin care industry creates
vulnerability in women. It makes wormen
feel &= IF they re not good enough, and
the industry knows this, and they feed off ©
of that vulnerahility, What weve done is
designed products to maximize skin well-
ness and let women show their authentic
sebves, with minimum or no maleap

We have five products total. We doa't
make a Lot of products, on the belief that
people should buy less and live more,
There's no one else who has the skin
that you do; we help you present it in its
healthiest state.

How did you fund the company, and
how is it doing so far?

Tused my life savings to start up, and
onee we launched T obtained a 500,000
Linall Business Assockation lean from
Monterey County Bank. We're not profit-
ahle vet, but we're very close to breaking
even, We have customers who order from
all over the country, and even costommears
in Asia, Croatia, Serbia and Turkey.

In five years, I hope to be profitable
and suecessful in terms of the bottom
ling, and to hove made o positive differ-
ence in people's lives, That's what T live
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