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My thought when I agreed to 
“adopt “ a shrub garden was that I 
was GIVING my time and energy to 
support the Gardens. Never did I 
dream how much I would be 
GETTING, aside from more dirt 
under my fingernails. 

After several months of working on 
my adopted space, I am beginning 
to realize what I have gained. 

Appreciation of my work 
However many visitors view my 
own home garden, the number 
pales in comparison to the 
hundreds of visitors to the Gardens. 
So, too, is multiplied the amount of 
appreciation that I receive for my 
work. 

Discovery and Surprises 
Most of the shrub gardens were 
carefully designed with very 
interesting and beautiful plants. 
Each week, as I remove some of the 
very greedy plants who like to take 
over, I discover gems that are ever 
so grateful for being given their 
space.  

In my adopted garden, I have 
uncovered many little Japanese 
painted ferns to whom I have given 
special attention because they have 
survived despite difficult 
circumstances. I check every week 
to see how they are doing and look 

forward to the day they are strong 
enough to survive on their own. 

When you adopt a garden, you 
become very fond of the plants that 

need your special care. 

Learning 
One of the most conspicuous 
plants in my adopted garden, 
which is opposite the door of 
House #11, is what I was sure was 
a spreading juniper. Oh, no! I 
learned from Jeff it is actually a  
Microbiota decussata. Of course I 
had to look it up! Did you know 
there is a Siberian arborvitae? 

Change of Perspective 
In a public garden most visitors 
don’t see the individual plants but 

By : Cathy Hetzler 

PERKS OF ADOPTING A SHRUB GARDEN 

get a sense, or a “feel” from the 
overall scene. 

By learning to view the garden as a 
whole, much like a scene in a 
painting, I found that I can identify 
the work that will improve the 
overall look of the garden. When 
I’m through working, I want the 
garden to look better, not just free 
of weeds. To quote an old song, it 
is a matter of “accentuating the 
positive” and “eliminating the 
negative.”   

Having to take a broader 
perspective at the Gardens has 
helped me to view my own garden 
differently. In doing so, makes 
gardening less stressful and more 
of an activity of creating an overall 
pleasing scene to be enjoyed by 
others. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
AUGUST BABIES!! 

Karen D.—1st 
Melvin J.—2nd 
Peggy R.—6th 

Ashley H.—11th 
Lisa L.—15th 

Susan S.—16th 
Corley G.—17th 

Alec N.—22nd 
Shirley H.—24th 

Bradley W.—26th 
Rosemarie D.—27th 

Nick N.—29th 
Jeff M.—30th 

 

Karen will be back on August 3
rd

!  

Be sure to have dirt under your fingernails and on your nose to  

prove we have all been working hard while she was tending to Hazel. 

Get ready for the e-mail updates on when and where help  

is needed around the Gardens.      

AND don’t forget to stop in and welcome her back in person. 

Welcome back Karen!!! 

 

The Buffalo Botanical Gardens is 

looking for Administrative and facility  

interns. If you know of anyone who has 

a background in computer networking, 

data input or community garden 

organization that needs a boost on 

their resume please let them know we 

are looking for them! 

Contact Karen Hammer for further 

details! 

Know any Interns?  

Garden’s Staff caught taking 

Dark’s work for a ride. 
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Upcoming events 

Saturday, August 1, 2015 

Ceremony (1pm Wedding) 
11am-2pm 

1 volunteer needed  
Wedding Assistant/Directing 

Guests/Ceremony Guard  

 

 

Friday, August 7, 2015 
Ceremony (1pm Wedding) 

8am-12pm 
1 volunteer needed  

Wedding Assistant/Directing 

Guests/Ceremony Guard  

 

 Saturday, August 8, 2015 
Ceremony (1pm Wedding) 

11am-2pm 
1 volunteer needed  

Wedding Assistant/Directing 
Guests/Ceremony Guard  

 

Saturday, August 8, 2015 

Evening COMBO (6pm Ceremony) 
4pm-7:15pm 

2 volunteers needed ** 
Wedding Assistant/Directing 

Guests/Ceremony Guard  
Set-Up (no heavy lifting) 

 

Friday, August 14, 2015 
Ceremony (1pmWedding) 

11am-2pm 
1 volunteer needed  

Wedding Assistant/Directing 

Guests/Ceremony Guard  

 

Saturday, August 15, 2015 

Ceremony (1pm Wedding) 
11am-2pm 

2 volunteers needed  
Wedding Assistant/Directing 

Guests/Ceremony Guard  

 

Saturday, August 15, 2015 

Evening COMBO (6pm Ceremony) 
4pm-7:15pm 

1 volunteer needed ** 
Wedding Assistant/Directing 

Guests/Ceremony Guard  
Set-Up (no heavy lifting) 

 

Friday, August 28, 2015 
Ceremony (10am Wedding ) 

8am-11am 
2 volunteers needed  

Wedding Assistant/Directing 

Guests/Ceremony Guard  

 

Saturday, August 29, 2015 
Evening COMBO (6pm Ceremony ) 

4pm-7:15pm 
2 volunteers needed ** 

Wedding Assistant/Directing 
Guests/Ceremony Guard  
Set-Up (no heavy lifting) 

 Hear those bells???? 

Wedding Volunteers Needed! 

If you are interested in helping out the Wedding/Private Special Event Department please review the dates 

and times below.  

Contact the Wedding Dept. if you are interested. (Directory is on the back) 

**Requires standing and walking 

Horticulture Volunteers Needed! 
Outside work  in Front Walk/Peace Garden/ Admin Building/Old Garage  

Please contact the Horticulture Department.  
(Directory is on the back.) 

Tuesday, August 4th 
9am-11:30am  

Tuesday, August 11th  
9am-11:30am  

Tuesday, August 18th 
9am-11:30am  

Tuesday, August 25th  
9am-11:30am  



with a spread of up to 12 feet.  

The plant has a pale peeling bark 
that can be exposed by pruning the  
lower branches. Although the form 
of the species is variable (single or 
multi-stemmed), it can thrive in full 
sun but has also flowered in partial 
shade.  

During early May, the glossy 
leaves emerge and remain 
attractive throughout the 
season. In late summer, when 
few other woody plants are in 
bloom, creamy white jasmine like 

blossoms emerge from the tips of 
the branches. The  
blooms are sweetly fragrant and 
persist for several weeks. While the 
flowers offer an exceptional display 
of their own, the most stunning  
trait of seven-son-flower arrives 
after the flowers are spent.  

In early fall, small inconspicuous 
fruits develop and are surrounded 
by a ring of petal like leaves. The 
ring of petal like leaves turn a 
bright cherry red resulting in 
another spectacular eye-catching 
display. 

Working in the shrub garden from 
spring to summer has been an 
amazing experience. There are so 
many interesting plants to explore 
and discover.  

One such plant is the Heptacodium 
miconioides. It is also known as the 
seven-son flower and is a member 
of the Caprifoliaceae 
(honeysuckle) family.  

This plant is related to viburnum 
and forsythia. Grown as a small tree 
or large shrub it is multi-stemmed 
and can grow 15 to 25 feet tall 
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Plant of the month:  Seven-son Flower 

Dishwashing Liquid in a spray 
bottle, fill the rest of the bottle with 
water, shake well and mist your 
houseplants with the soapy water. 

APHID CONTROL ON FRUIT TREES: 
mix two tablespoons of Dawn to a 
gallon of water and put in your 
sprayer. Try to get spray on both 
sides of the leaves, branches and 
tree trunks. Let sit 15 minutes and 
then rinse trees thoroughly. 

REPEL ANTS: spray counter tops 
cupboards and any other area you 
see ants with a solution of Dawn 
and water, wipe dry. The slight 
residue of Dawn that remains will 

not be a problem for kids and pets 
but ants hate it. Should you see a 
trail of ants spray them directly.  

POISON IVY: poison ivy spreads 
through the spread of the oil within 
the blisters. Washing the affected 
area with Dawn helps dry up the 
fluid and keeps it from spreading. 

NON- PLANT USE HELPFUL FOR US 
OLDER GARDENERS: Partially fill a 
strong type sandwich bag with 
Dawn, close and freeze. The liquid 
soap stays cold much longer and it 
can be refrozen many times. It will 
conform to the place you need an 
ice pack. 

By : Donna Ludwig 

Who Knew:  BLUE DAWN LIQUID DETERGENT HAD SO MANY USES 

By : Sharon Reader 

There are many uses for 
Dawn dishwashing 
detergent around the 
house, but also around our 
plants. These are excerpts 
from a larger article on the many 
uses of Blue Dawn. If you want to 
read more go to Pinterest and 
search Blue Dawn and you will see 
the many uses there are.  

REPEL HOUSEPLANT INSECTS: a 
safe effective way to repel insects 
from your houseplants, including 
aphids, spider mites and mealy 
bugs – put a drop of Dawn 
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We continue to have students from 

day care centers and camps visit us- 

so many terrariums and desert dish 

gardens have been heading home 

with children! If you visit the Erie 

County Fair this year, we are 

leading programs for kids on the 

last Friday and Saturday, August 21 

and 22. 

We kick off the academic year with 

our September meeting 

on 9/2 at 10am. Our 

topic for the meeting 

will be the upcoming 

Docent Training for the 

Class of 2015 and 

Docent Mentorship.  

 

By : Kristy Blakely  

August continues to be busy. Our 

August docent meeting takes place 

on 8/5 at 12:30pm with a talk from 

Aaron Ott from the Albright Knox 

Art Gallery. 

Docent Training classes meet 

Thursdays from 9am-1pm and 

 begin on September 10. There is a 

$25 cost to participate to cover 

materials and copies. Check out 

more details on our website:  

www.buffalogardens.com 

/collections/docents 

Education Department UPDATE  

Meet the Camp Interns 

By : Meredith Garrison  

My name is Meredith Garrison and I am an intern with 

Education. I am a recent graduate of the University at 

Buffalo with a bachelor’s degree in environmental 

science. I sought out the Gardens for an internship 

position with the hopes of gaining meaningful 

experience in a unique setting. I am interested in 

nature education because I participated in similar 

programs when I was young and feel that I benefited 

from them a lot. Because I am with Education, most of 

my work as an intern is based on teaching visitors to 

the Gardens about botany and related topics through 

hands-on programs. Some of the things I do include 

helping prepare the monthly scavenger hunt, 

giving mini-tours, leading take-home activities 

(such as making terrariums), and helping 

design programs. I really enjoy my position as 

an intern because I do not only get to do 

something I love at an interesting place, but I 

also get to work with people who have 

shared interests. I will be an intern until the 

end of August and am excited to see how the 

rest of my summer at the Gardens goes. 

By: Kate Ersing 

I am really enjoying my internship with the education 

department at The Gardens. Exploring new ways to 

actively partake in science education has been 

enriching for me as an educator as well as for the 

botany campers and visiting groups to The Gardens. 

Sustaining and hopefully further developing the 

interest of junior botanists, science explorers and 

artists here at camps, has been rewarding and fun. 

Our staff of educators and camp counselors are full of 

great ideas and explorative projects to help kids 

become better aquatinted with our planet and take 

an active role in it's wellbeing. I feel honored to be 

interning here this 

summer among such 

great campers and 

dedicated staff. 

Docent Graduation 2014 

Left: Meredith Garrison 
Right: Kate Ersing 

 
 

Photo Courtesy of Jolene 

http://www.buffalogardens.com/collections/docents
http://www.buffalogardens.com/collections/docents
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Meet Betsy Moll Botanical Recipes  

Green Chilies Quiche   

 

 

 

 
 

From the Kitchen of:  
Shirlien Schwartzott  

 3 – 4 oz. cans chopped green 
chilies (total 12 oz.) 

 3 eggs 
 1 pound sharp cheddar cheese, 

grated 
 2 tbsp. Milk 

Directions 

1. Set oven at 375.   
2. Spray large pie or quiche plate 

with Pam.   
3. Drain liquid from chilies and place 

in bottom of pan.   
4. Put grated cheese on top of 

chilies.   
5. Mix eggs & milk then pour over 

cheese.  
6. Bake for 30 minutes or until 

golden brown. 
7. Cut into squares and serve with 

crackers. 

By : Sharon  Reader 

Betsy has been with the Gardens in a 

variety of different roles since 2005. 

She presently works as a horticultural 

volunteer working with the ivy 

society, keeping the 400 plus cultivars 

in peak shape. She was a Board 

Member, chair of the Education 

Committee and a docent. Betsy says 

she loves fiddling with plants. 

She calls Lancaster home, enjoys 

beekeeping, tennis and spending 

time with her family. She has served 

as volunteer Executive Director of the 

Lancaster Food Pantry. Betsy is proud of the fact she worked with 

a group that got the outdoor children’s garden designed and 

built.  

Betsy has done much for the gardens and continues to do so. 

Stop by the ivy growing house and say hi to Betsy. 

Meet Joan Saba 

Photo Courtesy of Bob Snyder 

A favorite is coordinating art shows for 
her students in the Gardens' Arcangel 
Gallery, where polished artworks 
can be viewed in a professional 
setting. Be on the lookout for the next 
show, All About Color, coming Fall 

2016. 

When not painting her studio pieces or 
teaching, she enjoys painting en plein 
air and golfing. 

The next time you are in Greenhouse 6, 
check out the walls for Joan's highly 
realistic paintings of the butterflies of 
our region. Joan spent five weeks last 
year, rendering every detail, to bring 
the butterflies to life! 

Joan Saba is the resident artist/teacher at the Botanical Gardens. 
For the past ten years, Joan teaches classes in watercolor and 
drawing for adults, and mixed media classes for children on 

Saturday mornings. 

Early on, her first classroom was the spacious interior of the Old 
Garage, filled with interesting tools and flower pots for still 
lifes. During the summer, the space came to life with the many kids 
attending art camp, who loved the daily visiting creepy crawlers 
and an occasional furry guest. Stop in to see the one, of the many 
art camp murals created, that still hangs on the west wall. 

Art classes now take place 
throughout the Greenhouses of 
the Conservatory and in the 
basement of the Administration 
Building. The popularity of the 
classes has sky-rocketed, so 
advanced registration has 
become a necessity! 

Having been a classroom teacher 
for many years, Joan's classes are 
somewhat structured, as there are 
lessons presented, worksheets, 
guided step-by-step methods, and sometimes even homework! She 
is always there for a constructive critique and to help when 
needed. 
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Continued from last month... 
 
After the conservatory building was condemned in 1929 the city of Buffalo managed to find the money to 
rebuild it. During 1930 the firm of Lord & Burnham, the buildings original design firm, redesigned and rebuilt 
the Conservatory. Everything was rebuilt on the original brick and sandstone foundation walls; however 
changes were made to the buildings appearance. The fan-light windows of the entry portico and at the base 
of the dome were replaced with regular sash windows. The palm dome height was raised from 57 feet to 67 
feet and it became less ornamental. All three cupolas at the top of the three domes were replaced with 
copper finials that stood 6’-8” above each dome. One of the cupolas was saved and eventually ended up in 
the shrub garden. The old iron truss frame work in the dome was replaced with steel trusses and new longer 
Cyprus rafters were set between the ribs. This new configuration allowed for panes of glass that were almost 
square in shape. Gone too were the very Victorian corner rooms on houses 3 and 11.  
 
By 1938 the conservatory was in need of repair once again. A February 6th report in the Buffalo Courier told 
of painters and glazers, from the Works Progress Administration, working on the dome. (The WPA was 
created in 1935 by order of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. It was a very successful effort by the federal 
government to employ millions of unskilled Americans who were left unemployed by the depression.) 
According to the report the workers that were painting the interior of the “huge dome” had to be hoisted, by 
pulley and rope, to the scaffolding erected in the dome many feet above ground level. There were twenty 
four painters painting in the “rare plant greenhouse” and “in the circular palm room.” The glazers were busy 
repairing an estimated three thousand panes of glass “on several buildings that form the conservatory.” The 
report goes on to say that any outside work was delayed due to severe weather conditions and because of 
that “the job will require several months before completion and additional funds will be required.”  
 

To be continued... 

Gardens history 

By : Bob Snyder 



Gardens Volunteers contribute their exceptional abilities and 

expertise to benefit our ever-growing community and 

recognize and share our mission of advancing appreciation for 

and knowledge of plant life and its connection to people and 

cultures through its documented living plant collection, 

historic conservatory, education, research and exhibits.  

Staff directory 
 

Call  7 16 . 827 . 1 584  i f  you have  quest ions  

2655 South Park Avenue 
Buffalo, NY 14218 

Check us out on the 

web!

www.buffa
logardens

.com 

Administration 

David J. Swarts 
President/CEO 

ext. 202 - dswarts@buffalogardens.com 

Erin Grajek 
Associate Vice President of Marketing 

& Visitor Experience 
ext. 204 - egrajek@buffalogardens.com 

Julie DeCarolis 
Senior Director of Operations 

ext. 200 - jdecarolis@buffalogardens.com 

Development 

Brittany Finnegan-Zandi 
Director of Development 

ext. 203 - bzandi@buffalogardens.com 

Education 

Kristy Blakely 
Director of Education 

ext. 291 - kblakely@buffalogardens.com   

Jolene Baj 
Education Program Coordinator 

ext. 292 - jbojar@buffalogardens.com 

Amanda Oldham 
Education Program Assistant 

aoldham@buffalogardens.com 

 

Facilities 

Todd Zintz 
Director of Facilities 

ext. 214 - tzintz@buffalogardens.com 

Travis Schmitt 
Facilities Assistant  

Guest Services & Gift Shop 

Denise Nichols 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Manager 

ext. 209 - dnichols@buffalogardens.com 

Mary Jane Stefano 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

Suzanne Valenti 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

Anna Zham 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

 

 

 

 

 

Horticulture 

Jeff Thompson 
Director of Horticulture 

ext. 205 - jthompson@buffalogardens.com 

Julie McDonald 
Horticulturist 

ext. 208 - jhughes@buffalogardens.com 

Kristin Lotz 
Horticulturist 

ext. 228 - klotz@buffalogardens.com 

Darla Mohrlock 
Gardener 

dmohrlock@buffalogardens.com 

Weddings and Private Events 

Christina Stannard 
Director of Weddings and Special Events 
ext. 219 - cstannard@buffalogardens.com 

Alexis Schmitz 
Weddings and Special Events Coordinator 
ext. 220 - aschmitz@buffalogardens.com 

Volunteers 

Karen Hammer 
Program & Volunteer Coordinator 

ext. 207 - khammer@buffalogardens.com 


