
June ‘15 

Volume 1, Issue 6

  

VOLUNTEER UNDER THE DOME 

Upcoming  2,3 

Growing Together 4 

Plant of the Month 4 

Education Update 5 

Volunteer Highlight 6 

Botanical Recipe 6 

Gardens History 7 

Staff Highlight 9 

Inside this Issue: 

I was curious about the artwork 
coming to the Gardens. 

The collaboration with Albright 
Knox Art Gallery began in January 
2015 through Aaron Ott, Curator 
of Public Art. The job of the Curator 
of Public Art is to get art into the 
community and not just at Albright 
Knox.   

Dave Swarts says he has met with 
the artist, Shayne Dark, and 
describes him as an interesting guy, 
whose medium is large pieces of 
wood. 

There will be up to 14 art objects 
located around the Gardens. Two 
larger pieces will be located on the 
front lawn with others placed 
throughout the inside. This will be 
interesting with construction 
equipment on one side of the walk 
and art on the other. Mr. Bob is 
sure to get a few pictures for the 
history records. 

Once the display ends in October, 
none of the art pieces will remain. 
However, the construction 
equipment will be around for at 
least another year. 

With the display, the Gardens 

By : Donna Ludwig 

Shedding some light on the Shayne Dark display  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY JUNE BABIES!! 

hopes to appeal to a larger 
community of visitors with different 
interests.  

The back patio will be used for the 
Artist in Residence Week 
(September 14 -20), with Erie 
County Parks providing some large 
pieces of wood to be worked on by 
Shayne Dark. Be sure to stop by 
and check it out. 
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Pollinator Festival Prep 
June 12

th
 - 1:30pm-4:30pm  

General Prep Helper 

Assist with general tasks leading up to the festival: grabbing and 
compiling materials, prepping kids crafts, cutting materials 

 

June 13
th

 - 1:30pm-4:30pm  

General Prep Helper 

Assist with general tasks leading up to the festival: grabbing and compiling materials, 
prepping kids crafts, cutting materials, some table set-up 

 

1st Annual Pollinator Festival  - June 14th 

Set-up and General Festival Help  8:45 am-12pm  

Help with various day-of tasks; answering guest questions etc., set-up in the morning, move 
tables and chairs 

Roaming Docenting  10:00am-12:00pm & 12:00pm-2pm & 2pm-4pm 

Bee and butterfly focus if possible, discuss pollination, answer visitor questions 

Wegmans Family Garden Activities  10:00am-1pm & 1pm-4pm 

Lead the pre-planned pollinator kids activites in the Family Garden/Outdoor Family 
Garden/Other Locations (weather permitting) 

General Festival Help and Tear Down  12pm- 4:30pm  

Help with various day-of tasks; answering guest questions etc., tear-down tables at end 

********  If you have any questions or would like to volunteer,  ******** 
*** please contact the Education Dept. (Directory is on the back). *** 

Starry Night In The Gardens! 
We still have a few positions left! Come join the FUN!! 

2:45pm-8pm - PARKING LOT  

(take parking money, help position the vehicles) 

5:15pm-9pm—RAFFLE SELLING  

(walking around selling raffle tickets. 2 people stay at the raffle table, help 

tidy up your area and bring garbage to the road or dumpster) 

6pm-10:30pm-CLEAN UP!  

(change garbage bags, pick up around ring road, cleaning up garbage and 

taking bags to the ring road and/or dumpster) 

 

DO YOU  

LIKE MUMS? 

 

Julie the Horticulturist is looking for a 

small crew to work on the mums on a 

regular basis. Please help us out!  

Julie Hughes, Horticulturist 

716.827.1584 ext. 208 

 jhughes@buffalogardens.com 
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Upcoming events 

Wegmans Family Day 

Saturday, June 20th  

“Edible Gardens” 

Volunteers Needed 

9:30am-2:15pm 

Horticulture Volunteers Needed! 
 

Plant Mover & Outside Work  in Front Walk 

Tuesday, June 2nd  - 9am-11:30am  

Tuesday, June 9th  - 9am-11:30am  

Empty House 5 for train, Plant - front walk, flag pole, front signs, direct plant dahlias, succulent show work if time  & plant coleus in 
dome, move plant material, help set up displays  

 

Planting/ Cleaning/ Starry Night Prep  

Tuesday, June 16th 9am-11:30am   

Finishing up any remaining planting at the front walk, flag pole & signs, Starry Night set up – help bring out trash cans, set up 
barriers, clean up front walk  

 

Outside Work/ Succulent Show Work /Mum Show Work  

Tuesday, June 23rd  - 9am-11:30am  

Succulent Show prep work, plant Admin Building  &  Julie is looking for a small crew to work on the mums on a regular basis.  
Please help us out!  

 

Succulent Show/Outdoor Work  

Tuesday, June 30th  - 9am-11:30am  

 Prep for succulent show, outside work & watering newly planted material  

********  If you have any questions or would like to volunteer,  ******** 

*** please contact the Horticulture Dept. (directory is on the back). *** 

 

DO YOU  

LIKE MUMS? 

 

Julie the Horticulturist is looking for a 

small crew to work on the mums on a 

regular basis. Please help us out!  

Julie Hughes, Horticulturist 

716.827.1584 ext. 208 

 jhughes@buffalogardens.com 



roughly 1887, and is believed to 
come from a chance seedling 
grown in Maryland. 

This lemon is usually grown as an 
ornamental tree. The impressive 
sized fruits may be left on the tree 
for many months after they've 
ripened without a drop in the fruits' 
quality. In addition, Ponderosa 
lemon trees can flower and bear 
fruit at the same time, further 
adding to the visual appeal.  

The ‘Ponderosa’ lemon can replace 
lemon, measure for measure in 
recipes. 

Finally we have the ‘Meyer’ Lemon 
which for  a century was known 
mostly for its looks. A cross 
between a lemon and a mandarin 
orange, the ‘Meyer’ lemon has 
smooth golden skin the color of a 
fresh egg yolk. It also has a thin 
edible rind, a high volume of juice 

and none of the tartness of a 
regular lemon. 

Among the true lemons, the 
'Eureka' types will produce primarily 
in spring to summer, while 'Lisbon' 
types will bear mostly in summer 
and fall. 'Ponderosa' and 'Meyer' 
lemons bear mainly in fall to winter. 
However, all types can have some 
fruit practically anytime. 

A new lemon tree appeared in 
house five in March. After several 
attempts to find out what kind of 
lemon was added to the collection, 
Jeff told me it was a donation. The 
tree had been started from a seed. 
Supermarkets usually sell the 
‘Lisbon’, and the ‘Eureka’ lemon.   

Now for the  lemon we often see 
around the Gardens, the 
‘Ponderosa’, big and large. The 
‘Ponderosa’ lemon originated in 
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Growing Together :  Volunteer adoption project  

By: Donna Ludwig  & Linda Mayer 

Have you checked out the shrub 

garden lately? Things are really 

looking up. It’s not too late to join 

in on the fun.   

There are a couple of spaces that 

could use some extra helping 

Plant of the month:  Let’s Make Lemonade 

hands. Remember help can be any 

day, any time. All that is needed is a 

little willingness to pitch in and 

help. 

Joanna Langerak and I have been 

having fun learning about new 

plants and finding some of the 

treasures that hidden here and 

there; many that I haven’t really 

noticed before. 

This is another great way to help 

the Botanical Gardens shine.  Just 

ask Jeff, Julie, Kristin or Darla about 

becoming part of the Growing 
Together team. 

By : Donna Ludwig 



 The turnout the day of the event 

was great. So many people came 

dressed as fairies and princesses. 

Over 600 people came to the 

Gardens despite the record 

temperatures. Activities included a 

number of fairy related kids crafts, a 

kids Fairy Garden Make and Take 

Workshop in the morning and 

afternoon, natural fairy houses in 

the Peace Garden and even story 

time with Mother Nature.  

We also had a photo booth dress 

up station where visitors could 

pose in themed costumes 

borrowed by our friends at 

BlockBuster Costumes. Visitors are 

already looking forward to the next 

Fairy and Gnome Festival! 

 

 

We kicked off the month of May 

with the 1
st
 Fairy and Gnome 

Festival which coincided with the 

Fairy and Gnome House Building 

Contest. The interest, participation 

and amazing talent of contest 

entrants was beyond our 

expectations!  

We had about 54 entries total in 

the child, adult, family and group 

levels. The houses needed to be 

inspired by nature, and be created 

mostly from natural, recycled or 

natural looking components. We 

had some very creative entries: a 

twig Botanical Gardens, a pirate 

ship, a gnome mobile home, a fairy 

house in a suitcase, camp gnome 

and so many more! 

We wouldn’t have been able to 

make such an exciting event work 

smoothly and seamlessly without 

the help of our dedicated 

volunteers! Our next fun festival is 

coming up on Sunday, June 14 

and we’ll be celebrating 

pollinators! Help will be needed 

with the kids craft activities, pre-

festival prep work, general festival 

help the day of and other 

important roles. The next 

Wegmans Family Day will be 

coming up on June 20, followed 

by a short break during the 

summer. There are still spots open 

for this event! Check the sign-up 

sheet to learn more, and we hope 

to see you there! 
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By : Kristy Blakely  

People’s Choice Winners (it was a tie!) 
Left: Allendale Elementary Fairy Hotel  
Above: Pre-K Room 111 School #67 

Inside the 

Butterfly Tent 

at last year’s 

Monarch 

Madness kick 

off event! 

This year Monarch Madness and the Honey Bee 

Festival are combined into the new 

Pollinator Festival! Entry by Robert Snyder (a.k.a. Mr. Bob) 
President’s Pick 

Kim Hall 



Pimento Cheese Poppers 

 
From the Kitchen of:  
Shirlein Schwartzott 

 ½ cup chopped carrots (1 medium) 
 1 TBSP pickled jalapeno peppers, 

drained 
 4 oz. sharp cheddar cheese cubed 
 1 oz. Neufchatel cream cheese, 

softened 

 3 TBSP diced pimento, undrained 
 4 tsp light mayonnaise 
 1 TBSP snipped fresh chives 
 ½ tsp ground black pepper 
 ½ tsp Dijon style mustard 
 6 miniature sweet peppers 

 
Directions  

1. Place carrot in food processor. 
Cover and process with several 
on/off pulses until carrot is finely 
chopped. Add jalapeno peppers.  
Cover and process with several 
on/off pulses until chopped. 
Transfer mixture to a medium 
bowl. 

2. Place cheddar cheese in food 
processor. Cover and process with 
several on/off pulses until finely 
chopped. Stir cheddar cheese, 
cream cheese, pimento, 
mayonnaise, chives, black pepper 
and mustard into carrot mixture. 

3. Cut sweet peppers in half 
lengthwise keeping stems intact.  
Remove and discard seeds. 

Before serving, spoon about 1 ½ TBSP 
of cheese mixture into each pepper 

half, if desired sprinkle with additional 
chives. 
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Highlighted VOLUNTEER:  

Frank Walsh 
Botanical Recipes  

By : Sharon  Reader 

Meet Frank Walsh, a volunteer at the 

Gardens for a year and half who loves 

what he is doing. He calls Orchard Park 

home but his love for plants started 

when he was a kid and spent time on 

his aunt and uncle’s fruit farm at 

Niagara on the Lake.  

Frank works in horticulture, and calls 

himself a “grunt”, he does whatever is 

needed. He especially likes working 

with the bulbs, seeing what appears 

after planting. His favorite places in the 

Gardens are houses 2 and 3 because 

he feels like he is cheating the weather 

while in the tropical settings. He knows they will be better than 

ever after the renovations.  

Say ‘Hi’ to Frank on a Tuesday when you see him in and around 

the garage area. 

Photo Courtesy of Rich Myers 

Perhaps you have noticed some strange 
structures around the outside of the Gardens 
that look like boxes with tubes in them. These 
boxes have been put there by Rich Myers and 
they are houses for Mason Bees sometimes 
called Blue Orchard Bees, or Orchard Mason 
Bees. Rich got interested in them because he was interested in 
pollination and the concern over dwindling honey bee population.  

The Orchard Mason Bee is the common name of a nonsocial 
native bee (Osmia lignaria ssp.). There are over 140 different 
species of mason bees in North America. This bee pollinates spring 
fruit trees, flowers and vegetables. This gentle bee does not live in 
hives. In nature it nests within hollow stems and insect holes. 
Known for being solitary hard workers, they only live for about 8 
to 10 weeks in spring. The female lays eggs in the tubes and the 
larvae hibernate for about 10 months, adults emerging in the 
spring. 

The Orchard Mason Bee is an incredible worker, visiting hundreds 
of flowers and causing an increase in fruit crops. Unlike honey 
bees they start earlier in the morning and finish later in the day 
and are not effected by dull weather.  

There is a great deal more information on these bees on the web, 
and I am sure if you talk to Rich he will be able to give you more 
information on the houses and the bees.  

Mason Bees 

By : Sharon Reader 
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Did you know that in 1935 the City of Lackawanna wanted to repeal the law, enacted by the City of Buffalo, 
that annexed South Park so that they could get their land back?  

One can only imagine what effect that would have had on the Botanical Gardens if it had happened. The 
following is a report from the Courier Express: 

Restoration to the City of Lackawanna of South Park is the goal of a bill introduced by assemblyman R. 
Foster Piper Hamburgh Republican and representative of the eight district which embraces the steel 
city. The Piper bill seeks to achieve reinstatement of South Park as part of the City of Lackawanna by 
repealing the annexation law enacted at the 1935 legislative session under the auspices of the 
Zimmerman administration.  

This law, which extended the boundaries of the city of Buffalo by annexing the South Park lands 
owned by the City of Buffalo, but then lying within the limits of Lackawanna, was sponsored by 
Senator Stephen J. Wojtkowski and Assemblyman Anthony J. Channery, Buffalo Democrats.  
It was one of a group of three park annexation acts passed by the legislature and signed by Governor 
Lehman. The others annexed Grover Cleveland Park and Cazenovia Park the former then lying within 
the town of Amherst and the latter then lying within the town of West Seneca.  

According to Assemblyman Piper, the bill is designed to carry out a campaign made by Mayor a John 
P Aszkler; Republican mayor of Lackawanna at whose request Mr. Piper offered the measure. The bill 
however is not expected to pass the legislature.  

In the map from 1902 notice that South Park is outside of the City of Buffalo, while in the 1920 map it appears 
inside of the city limits.  

Gardens history 

By : Bob Snyder 

Map of Buffalo 1902 Map of Buffalo 1920 
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Renovations 

Construction Q&A 2015/2016 

Q: What will this project include? 
A: Repair and repoint exterior 
and interior masonry and brick, 
steel and wood refurbishment 
and replacement, glazing work 
and glass replacement, heating 
system repair and replacement, 
temperature and humidity 
sensor updates, electrical 
updates, misting/fogging 
system repair and replacement, 
emergency system updates, 
repair Koi pond and waterfall, 
new lighting installation, paint 
interior and exterior, complete 
finishing work 

Q: When will the greenhouses 
reopen? 
A: We estimate the project will 
run through late 2016. 

Q: When the greenhouses re-open, 
will the horticulture exhibits 
already be installed? 
A: Yes!  Some of the collection 
may look smaller as the plants 
will need time to grow. 

Q: What will the new horticulture 
exhibits include? 
A: Both greenhouses will follow 
a tropical plant theme full of 
wonderful surprises. 

 

Q: Will the waterfall, koi pond and 
koi fish return to the exhibit? 
A: Yes!  The waterfall will be 
repaired and in full working 
order and the koi pond will be 
completely repaired and our 
family of koi will return to the 
Gardens from their current 
foster homes. 

Q: Will the dinosaur topiaries 
remain inside the Botanical 
Gardens? 
A: Yes!  They may move 
location but they will still be 
part of our horticulture family. 

Q: Will the pathway change? 
A: The pathway may change 
slightly. 

Q: Will renovations be complete on 
both greenhouses 2 and 3? 
A: No. However, renovations 
will take place in greenhouse 3 
and include the koi pond which 
is located in both greenhouses 
2 and 3. Erie County is working 
to secure funding to begin 
complete restoration on 
greenhouse 2 soon.  

 

 

Since 2004, Erie County and the Botanical Gardens Society 
have made many improvements to the facility to 
accommodate its renaissance and tremendous growth. This 
year, Erie County has identified substantial funds to completely 
restore one of the historically significant greenhouses. 
Greenhouse 3 has been deteriorating over many years and 
are in desperate need of repair. 

Extensive renovations, beginning April 27, 2015, will restore 
greenhouse 3 to its original beauty with modern features. This 
project is estimated to run through late 2016.  When 
complete, the exhibit will include the popular waterfall, koi 
pond, our family of koi and new plant displays. 

We are excited to improve the conservatory and thank you for 
your support during this exciting time! We are all part of this important historical event and are helping to 
ensure this amazing landmark will continue to remain a Buffalo treasure for generations to come. 
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The Gift Shop. It is the 
first thing all visitors see 
coming in the front 
door. Denise Nichols is 
the mastermind behind 
the shop. Her title is Gift 
Shop and Guest Services 
Manager. 

Several years ago, she 
came to the Gift Shop, 
which was just a table 
and cart in the Palm 
Dome, as a part-time 
cashier. When the shop 
was moved to the back 
hall during renovation 
to the front offices and 
Gift Shop she came with 
us. 

When the shop was 
finally in its new home, 
she became more 
involved in the shop’s 
functions, purchasing 
and general workings of 
the shop. When the Gift 
Shop was in its new 
location and we needed 
a full time manager 
Denise, was that person. 

Her duties include, 
purchasing inventory, 
and hiring and 
scheduling staff and 
volunteers. She also is 
responsible for 
coordinating with the 
horticulture, education 
and special events 
departments on what 
should to be featured in 
the shop and staffing 
needs for each event. 

The orchid and flower 
exhibits are her favorite 
times to purchase new 

items for the shop. In 
these events she has to 
coordinate 
merchandise that 
reflects the show and 
what visitors will be 
tempted to purchase. 
This she considers this a 
“perk” of the job; yes she 
loves to shop. 

She loves the Gardens, 
watching the gardeners 
set up their displays and 
watching the gardeners’ 
ideas of design come to 
life.  

Denise's hard work and 
dedication to the Gift 
Shop and the Gardens 
shows in the array of 
merchandise available, 
from the featured 
umbrellas and 
nightlights to the 
children's toys and 
books. She enjoys 
talking to established 
vendors and local 
artisans to bring new 
and varied merchandise. 

So stop in and say hello 
to the staff of the Gift 
Shop and to Denise. 

Highlighted Staff:   

Denise Nichols  
By : Linda Mayer 

Photo Courtesy of Todd 
Q: Where did the funding come from for this project? 

A: The Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens 
Society is a 501(c)(3), not-for-profit organization.  In 
2004, the Society and Erie County formed a public/
private partnership that would ensure the growth 
and long-term viability of the Botanical Gardens. 
Today, the Society takes full responsibility for day-to-
day management and horticultural functions 
whereas the county contributes to capital 
improvements. Erie County is funding the re-
construction of this project. 

Q: Who are the companies working on this project? 
A: Erie County; the Buffalo and Erie County 
Botanical Gardens Society; Foit Albert Associates, 
Project Consultants; Telco Construction Inc., Prime 
Contractor.  Subcontractors include but are not 
limited to: Goodwin Electric, Quackenbush Co. Inc., 
Buffalo Engineering, P.C. and Petrilli Engineering. 

 

Photographs of Volunteers & Staff Removing Plants from Houses 2 & 3 

Courtesy of Rich Myers 



Gardens Volunteers contribute their exceptional abilities and 

expertise to benefit our ever-growing community and 

recognize and share our mission of advancing appreciation for 

and knowledge of plant life and its connection to people and 

cultures through its documented living plant collection, 

historic conservatory, education, research and exhibits.  

Staff directory 
 

Call  7 16 . 827 . 1 584  i f  you have  quest ions  

2655 South Park Avenue 
Buffalo, NY 14218 

Check us out on the 

web!

www.buffa
logardens

.com 

Administration 

David J. Swarts 
President/CEO 

ext. 202 - dswarts@buffalogardens.com 

Erin Grajek 
Associate Vice President of Marketing 

& Visitor Experience 
ext. 204 - egrajek@buffalogardens.com 

Julie DeCarolis 
Senior Director of Operations 

ext. 200 - jdecarolis@buffalogardens.com 

Development 

Brittany Finnegan-Zandi 
Director of Development 

ext. 203 - bzandi@buffalogardens.com 

Education 

Kristy Blakely 
Director of Education 

ext. 291 - kblakely@buffalogardens.com   

Jolene Bojar 
Education Program Coordinator 

ext. 292 - jbojar@buffalogardens.com 

Amanda Oldham 
Education Program Assistant 

aoldham@buffalogardens.com 

 

Facilities 

Todd Zintz 
Director of Facilities 

ext. 214 - tzintz@buffalogardens.com 

Travis Schmitt 
Facilities Assistant  

Guest Services & Gift Shop 

Denise Nichols 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Manager 

ext. 209 - dnichols@buffalogardens.com 

Mary Jane Stefano 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

Suzanne Valenti 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

Anna Zham 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

 

 

 

 

 

Horticulture 

Jeff Thompson 
Director of Horticulture 

ext. 205 - jthompson@buffalogardens.com 

Julie McDonald 
Horticulturist 

ext. 208 - jhughes@buffalogardens.com 

Kristin Lotz 
Horticulturist 

ext. 228 - klotz@buffalogardens.com 

Darla Mohrlock 
Gardener 

dmohrlock@buffalogardens.com 

Weddings and Private Events 

Christina Stannard 
Director of Weddings and Special Events 
ext. 219 - cstannard@buffalogardens.com 

Alexis Schmitz 
Weddings and Special Events Coordinator 
ext. 220 - aschmitz@buffalogardens.com 

Volunteers 

Karen Hammer 
Program & Volunteer Coordinator 

ext. 207 - khammer@buffalogardens.com 


