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By Bob Snyder 

When Erie County took over the 
operation of the Botanical Gardens 
in 1981, Dr. Eric Randall was 
working as a consultant for the Erie 
County Parks Department and also 
for Cannon Design Inc. of Grand 
Island. Cannon was the architectural 
firm doing a new 2.5 million dollar 
renovation project on the Gardens. 
Dr. Randall was responsible for 
acquiring and arranging many of the 
plants in the remodeled facility.  

The Buffalo News photo from April 
8, 1985 shows horticultural specialist 
O. Burke Glaser and Dr. Randall 
walking in house two as it looked 
before our most recent rebuild. In 
the background can be seen the 
original tower in house three and 
the stairway that allowed visitors to 
climb half way up next to the tower 
for an elevated view of the new 
exhibits.  

The stairway was taken down when, 
after years of use, it became too 
weakened by rust to be safe.  
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Education Update 

By: Kristy Schmitt 

We are approaching the end of the 2016-2017 academic year, and what a 

whirlwind it has been! May and June are traditionally the busiest times of year 

for the Education Department. Our total number through April 30th for kids 

and adults that have participated in an Education program is 7,451 people! 

That is a 29.2% increase from last year!!! If you are an Education Volunteer, 

please remember to check the emailed Docent Calendar to sign up for shifts to 

help out.– May and June only continue this upward trend. Will send weekly. 

We especially need help for the afternoon groups, who typically sign up for the 

hour long programs: mini-tour and terrarium or desert dish and mini=tour. 

These programs also allow us to accommodate a greater number of students, 

and with that, of course, more help is needed! We also need help on weekends 

in June as we are quite busy with scout programs as they too finish up their 

year of programs. 

We’ll celebrate all of the hard work on Wednesday, June 14 at 12:00 PM for our 

end of the year potluck party and celebration at the Administration Building 

Basement. As many of you know, Amanda is going to have a baby boy and is 

due on June 18. If she is still with us on June 14 we’ll have cake and ice cream 

at the potluck to celebrate. Please contact me for more details on ‘Celebrating 

Amanda’ if you wish to join in on celebrating her happy news :) 

Finally, at the end of the year potluck, we’ll distribute the MECOB Docent 

Passes. These passes allow the named docent free or reduced admissions at 

member MECOB organizations. Again this includes the Buffalo Museum of 

Science, the Buffalo Zoo, the Albright-Knox Art Gallery, the Naval Park, etc. 

(many awesome places!). To qualify, active docents must complete 24 hours of 

instruction within this academic year (September-mid-June). Instruction includes 

teaching hands-on lessons, helping with offsite programs, kids day, Wegmans 

Family Day, Lumagination Kids Night, anything where you would be teaching 

some sort of educational activity. We go off of the Volunteer Book’s hours 

sheet, so please make sure all your hours are tracked in there! If you need more 

hours we have plenty of shifts you can help us out with ;)  

If you have friends you’d like to have join in on the fun, or if you’ve been 

considering it, our Docent Training begins on Saturdays starting August 5th. 

Our volunteers rock! We appreciate you so much <3 Thank you for all you do! 
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Wanted... 
By: Jolene Baj 

 

Don’t forget, we are constantly in need of natural fairy garden materials 
such as sticks, white pine needles, pinecones, milkweed pods, bark, and 
various tree seeds (sweet gum, oak, maple, beech, ash, locust, etc.). 
 
We also accept gravel, colorful gems, stones, and shells for decoration!  
 
Please bring to office 101 or 102 in the Administration Building. 

Fairy Festival 2017 
By: Jolene Baj 

Saturday, May 6 was our 3rd annual Fairy and Gnome Festival. Over one thousand visitors 
enjoyed the festival activities including Nick Presents Magic, Mama Earth Nature Band, 
Messinger Woods, fun crafts, lavender planting and a scavenger hunt!  

We had 51 houses for this year’s fairy and gnome house competition also. The winners were: 

 

Most Unique 

Winterland Park by Jill 
M. Green (Adult) 

Unicorn & Mermaid’s 
Fairy Lake by Ariana 
Vail (Child) 

The Fairy Flea Market 
by The Marchitte-
Vernon Family (Group) 

Best Use of Color 

Bellissimo Paradiso by 
Lori Dean (Adult) 

Fairies Play in My 
Flower Garden by 
Isabella Fahs (Child) 

Pixie Place by Vivian & 
Lucy (Group) 

Most Whimsical 

Ferntasia by Melissa 
Swiatek-Odien (Adult) 

Shimmering Trail by 
Scarlett VanDusen 
(Child) 

Fantasy Forest by Mike 
& Noreen Olek (Group) 

People’s Choice 

Ferntasia by Melissa 
Swiatek-Odien (Adult) 

There's No Place Like 
Gnome by Braden 
Shelley (Child) 

Fairy Skyway by 
Stephan & Vicki Cocca 
(Group) 

There's No Place Like Gnome  

by Braden Shelley 
Winterland Park  

by Jill M. Green 
Ferntasia  

by Melissa Swiatek-Odien  

President’s Choice went to Behind the 
Garden Shed by Zachary & Abbey 
Kelkenberg with Gramma & Papa Bobbi. 
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Botanical recipes  

From the Kitchen of  

Sharon Reader 

Introducing Violet Ann Hammer! 

Born May 11th 2017 at 2:09 am! 8lbs 4.8oz 
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Please be advised that John 
Santomieri has submitted his 
letter of resignation.  His last 
day with the Botanical 
Gardens was May 20, 

2017.  John is leaving to complete his degree and prepare for 
an out of state move to pursue tropical plant studies at the 
graduate level.  John has been a valued and trusted member of 
our staff since joining  the Gardens.  We will always be grateful 
for the outstanding leadership John provided while here and 
especially on his vision and determination to create exciting 
exhibits in Houses 2 and 3.  I wish John the best as he enters 
another chapter of his life’s adventure.  

A Sad Goodbye  

By David Swarts 

The cornstarch-like powder 
known as arrowroot is 
derived from the plant, 
Marantha arundinacea, and 
is native to India. It was used 
by indigenous people to 
draw out the toxins from a 
poisoned arrow wound. 
Today, it is used to thicken 
pies and jellies. 

Angelica was used in Europe 
for hundreds of years as a 
cure for everything from the 
bubonic plague to 
indigestion. It was thought 
to ward off evil spirits. 

Blue cohosh, also known as 
squaw root or papoose root, 
was used by Native 
American women to ensure 
an easy labor and childbirth. 

During the Middle Ages, 
lady’s mantle was thought to 
have magic healing 
properties. 

When Achilles was born, his 
mother dipped him head 
first in a bath of yarrow tea, 
believing it had protective 
qualities. Yarrow is still 
known for healing and was 
used during World War I to 
heal soldiers’ wounds. 

Roses are related to apples, 
raspberries, cherries, 
peaches, plums, nectarines, 
pears and almonds. 

Tulip bulbs can be 
substituted for onions in a 
recipe. 

Chrysanthemums are 
associated with funerals in 
Malta and are considered 
unlucky. 

The juice from bluebell 
flowers was used historically 
to make glue. 

The flower buds of the 
marsh marigold are pickled 
as a substitute for capers. 

A row of bottles on my shelf 
Caused me to analyze myself. 

One yellow pill I have to pop 
Goes to my heart so it won't stop. 

A little white one that I take 
Goes to my hands so they won't shake. 

The blue ones that I use a lot 
Tell me I'm happy when I'm not. 

The purple pill goes to my brain 
And tells me that I have no pain. 

The capsules tell me not to wheeze 
Or cough or choke or even sneeze. 

The red ones, smallest of them all 
Go to my blood so I won't fall. 

The orange ones, very big and bright 
Prevent my leg cramps in the night. 

Such an array of brilliant pills 
Helping to cure all kinds of ills. 

But what I'd really like to know . . . 
Is what tells each one where to go! 

-BOB SNYDER 

A Special Poem for 

Older Folks 
Fun Facts about flowers 

    from the Gardening Channel 

By Beth Walkowski 
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“What am I?” is a “Volunteer Under the Dome” series aimed at challenging our knowledge and love 

of plants at the Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens. Each release of this series will feature 
information on a plant in our conservatory with clues such as the growing origin, foliage or fruiting 

description, and unique characteristics. The challenge is for you, the reader, to determine what this 
plant may be. Answers to each challenge will be included in the following “Volunteer Under the 

Dome” release. Comments and suggestions for improvements are always welcomed. So let’s get 
started with the current challenge! 

What  

am i? 

By : Susan Maas 

What am I? Challenge 9 
I am one of the most primitive plants in evolutionary 

history, with fossil records dating over 100 million years 

ago. At the Gardens, I am a dwarf evergreen that can grow 

to 8-10 feet tall (non-dwarfs grow 80 feet or more) and 

have a dark green pyramidal shape. My leaves are five to 8 

inches long, leathery, oblong and shiny. I have very 

fragrant, large flowers that are pollinated by beetles. My 

flower consists of up to 18 leathery tepals (fused petals and 

sepal) and contains both male and female reproductive 

organs (monoecious). My flowers heat up (Floral 

Thermogenesis) once during the female stage and then 

again in the male stage of 

flowering. The associated odor 

from the heat deceives beetles 

into coming to female stage 

flowers that lack a pollen reward 

but provides warmth for the 

beetle.  Although my flowers do 

not produce nectar, they do 

produce large quantities of pollen 

which beetles use for food. When 

pollinated, my fruit looks like a 

cone but is actually an aggregate fruit that is woody.   

Answer in the next issue. 

What am I? Answer 8 April 

I am a Adansonia digitata tree, or commonly known as the Baobab 

(pronounced BEY-oh-Bab)! My name originates from Michel Adanson, the 

French naturalist and explorer who described my species. I am also known also 

by the Monkey Bread Tree (as my fruit is edible and full of vitamins), Upside 

Down Tree (as my limbs look more like roots), Dead-rat tree (from the 

appearance of my fruit) and Tree of Life (as I provide shelter, clothing, food and 

water for animal and human inhabitants). I can store large quantities of water 

with may be tapped in dry periods. I am currently located in the 

Cacti/Succulents house. Please come visit!  

The World of Mulch 

By Frank Walsh 

When it comes to mulch there is a myriad of choices; cedar, 
compost, shredded hardwood, gravel, rubber, grass 
clippings, wood chips, straw and the list goes on and on. 
Below is a short synopsis of some of the different types and 

some of their advantages and disadvantages. 

 Permanent mulch – Mulch that does not decompose, 
you might want to consider alpine strawberries or vinca 

vine, there is no spreading required. 

 Colored plastic – This unusual choice has been shown 
by university researchers to increase yields for certain 

vegetables. The increase is most dramatic if your garden 
does not receive 6 hours of sun per day. Colors used are 
red for tomatoes and eggplants, silver for peppers, 
green or blue for melons and blue for squash and 
cucumbers. They can be used for several growing 
seasons. Look for perforations that will allow moisture to 
reach the soil and of course you will have to anchor 

them to the soil. 

 Stone – This choice is of course long lasting and may 
give your yard a more formal look. Stone will absorb 
heat during the day and release it to plants at night. This 
additional warmth may allow you to start borderline 
perennials a bit sooner in the spring. The negative factor 
for this type of mulch is that it can cause faster 
evaporation and therefore require more watering, 

especially if the stone is of a dark color. 

 Shredded hardwood – This is a widely used type of 
mulch and can last one to three years. It gives a natural 

look and works well on slopes and water logged areas. 
It can also be used to create informal paths in a back 

yard area. 

 Rubber- This comes in various colors and will last for 
many years but it is relatively expensive. Another 
negative factor is that rubber is a hydro-carbon based 
material which may make it highly combustible under 
dry conditions. Therefore it should not be placed near 

combustible elements, such as an outdoor fire place. 

Whatever your choice, mulch will make your gardening 
experience more enjoyable! Not having to pull out so many 

weeds makes the effort and cost worth it! 



P A G E  7  V O L U M E  3 ,  I S S U E  2 0  

P.O.M.  
By Carol-Jo Pope 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prom and bridal seasons are upon 

us. Both share a common bond, 

flowers, which speak volumes. 

Flowers are capable of sending a 

message? Yes, indeed. The 

Victorians were mindful of the 

language of flowers or 

Floriography. According to 

Wikipedia, it is the “crytological 

communication through the use or 

arrangement of flowers”. In other 

words, flowers do speak to us.  

 
Some form of Floriography has 
been practiced in all societies for 
thousands of years, especially in 
regards to love and lovers. 
Shakespeare was a master of the 
use of flowers to convey symbolism 
in his sonnets and plays. In the 
study of Floriography there 
probably isn't a flower, bush or 
shrub that doesn’t have a 
meaning. The Victorians took 
Floriography to a new level. For 
example, in Victorian Days, a 
young man was very mindful 
about the flowers he presented to 
a young lady in a the form of a 
tussie-mussie, a small bouquet.  
Would they convey a delightful 
message?   
 
Today, many a young man may 
expend an inordinate amount of 
time on how he can extend an 

invitation to the prom that is 
YouTube worthy. It might be wiser 
to brush up on his Shakespeare, or 
consult sites about the language of 
flowers. Hint: Roses are always a 
safe choice. Their color determines 
their meaning. Red roses indicate 
deep emotion, white designates 
new beginnings, and yellow shows 
platonic emotions and sunny 
feelings. So parents, if the wrist 
corsage has yellow roses, you can 
probably just smile and nod. 
However, if  the young man offers 
green roses, which are really off 
white with shades of green, he is 
wishing his prom date a speedy 
recovery. Bless his pointed head if 
he offers a mixed arrangement: I 
don’t know what my feelings are 
yet, but I like you enough to give 
you roses.  
 
Let’s trust our local florists who 
might suggest Gerbera Daisies 
(cheerfulness) or Orchids (glorious 
femininity). Definitely no marigolds, 
poppies, dodder of thyme… and 
definitely not a Venus Fly Trap 
(deceit). I’m not sure about the 
message this wrist corsage 
conveys.  

Brides would also be wise to think 
about the message that the 
wedding flowers convey. We all 
know tradition plays a huge part in 
many weddings.  
 
Pictured at the beginning of this 
article is the bouquet of one of the 
most famous contemporary brides:  
Kate Middleton, the Duchess of 

Cambridge. Her bouquet was kept 
a closely guarded secret. At first 
glance the simple, compact 
triangular arrangement was a 
disappointment to many, until they 
learned about the flowers she 
carried. The romantic Duchess had 
paid close attention to 
Floriography.  
 
Included in her bouquet were: Lily 
of the Valley (trustworthy, return to 
happiness), Sweet William 
(gallantry, and the name shared 
with her husband. How sweet was 
that?), Hyacinth (double meaning: 
sport or play and constancy of 
love), Ivy (fidelity, friendship and 
affection). Do you agree that her 
bouquet spoke volumes? 
 
Finally, the bouquet also included 
a sprig of Myrtle (the emblem of 
love and marriage). Every royal 
bride since Victoria has 
incorporated Myrtle into her 
bouquet. Lucky to have married 
into a gardening family, the sprig 
of Myrtle tucked into the Duchess’s 
bouquet came from Queen 
Victoria’s 170 year old garden.  

                                      
 

After the wedding, the bouquet 
was returned to Westminster 

Abbey to lie on the grave of the 
Unknown Soldier. The tomb was 

also surrounded by a deep border 
of red roses.  
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The title of this article may sound 
strange but if you think about it, 
most of our beverages come from 
plants. Water is the number one 
liquid for drinking but over the last 
eight thousand years, mankind has 
been figuring out how to change 
water and give it a more interesting 
taste.  

Soaking, grinding and blending 
plant parts in water are the ways 
we make that happen. Plants grow 
leaves, bark, berries, nuts and seeds 
that are combined with water to 
change its flavor. Other plants 
grow fruits that can be pressed to 
make a drink. There are even a few 
plants that make a sap or a liquid 
that can be consumed as it is. 
Going through the Gardens 
greenhouse by greenhouse you 
can pick out plants that provide us 
with a drink or something we can 
turn into a drink. Let’s start in the 

Main Palm Dome. 

What comes to mind for many 
people when we start in the dome 
is coffee. Coffee arabica’s berries 
produce the seeds that we know as 
coffee beans. After the beans are 
dried they are roasted and then 
ground, hot water is poured over 

them producing the drink coffee. 
That’s an easy one.   

Lemonade and hot chocolate are 
also easy ones. We all know where 
they come from but what about 
other plants in the dome. 

The Cocos nucifera makes the 
coconut. Although the one from 
the Palm Dome is now gone, there 
is another one starting in House 5. 
Coconuts make coconut water and 
coconut milk. Both can be drank or 
used in the drinks we drink. 
Kokosmelk is a commercially 
produced coconut milk drink. 
Anyone ever hear of a Pina Colada? 
That’s an adult beverage made 
with rum, coconut cream or 
coconut milk, and pineapple juice. 
Talk about ingredients that all come 
from plants. Oh my! Palms also 
produce liquids that when 
collected and left to ferment turn 
into a sweet tasting low alcohol 
palm wine. Lambanóg is commonly 
described as coconut wine or 
coconut vodka. It is distilled from 
the sap of the unopened coconut 
flower. 

The fruit of the Musa plant can be 
mashed into a juice that when 
fermented makes banana wine or 

banana beer. Mongozo and Wells 
are two brand names for 
commercially produced banana 
beer. Some of the other favorite 
banana drinks are banana 
milkshakes or banana mango 
smoothies.  

Hibiscus plants produce beautiful 
flowers that many people use to 
make tea. You can find hibiscus 
plants throughout the Gardens, not 
just in the Palm Dome. Hibiscus tea 
is made by infusing hibiscus flower 
parts in hot or cold water. There 
are some claimed health benefits 
from drinking hibiscus tea but the 
evidence is uncertain. Are you 
getting interested yet? 

Loquat, Eriobotrya japonica, is the 
plant in the dome that has the 
yellow plum shaped fruit on it. It is 
a plant that produces fruit that can 
be eaten or pressed to make a 
liquid. That liquid, when fermented, 
makes a light fruit wine. In Italy, 
nespolino liqueur is made from the 
seeds of the Loquat fruit. 

The sea grape is another plant that 
produces a drink. Its fruit can also 
be fermented into sea grape wine. 

In the next issue: Houses 2 & 3 

THE PLANTS WE DRINK  

 By Bob Snyder  

This amazing tree is found in the Main Palm Dome, 
near the gift shop. To see the flowers one needs to 
look up. We usually notice that it is in bloom when 
the purple petals from the flower are noticed on the 
floor. 

Growing 20 to 40 feet in height, the Hong Kong 
orchid tree creates a rounded, spreading canopy 
composed of large, gray/green leaves. Since young 
trees can be irregularly shaped, pruning during the 
first several years after propagation is often needed to 
develop a more uniform crown. It is the beautiful 
display of orchid-like blooms which make the Hong 
Kong orchid tree so desirable for the landscape. The 
large, six-inch blossoms appear in multiple shades of 

purple, rose and pink during the 
summer, fall and early winter 
months (when little color is 
usually present in the garden). 
These flowers are sterile and will 
not set seed, so the plant will 
not drop long pods as other 

orchid trees do, and they will not become a pest in 
the landscape.  

Although Hong Kong orchid trees are usually sterile, 
one tree has been found in Hong Kong that produces 
seeds. This may perhaps indicate that evolution or a 
mutation has occurred. However, it may be able to 
produce seeds when pollinated by other related  (…) 

Hong Kong Orchid Tree (Bauhinia blakeana) 
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Volunteer Sign-Up Break Down 
Remember you have to sign up & receive confirmation before 

coming in to help! 

Interested in adopting a part of the Gardens this Spring?  

Growing Together: Adopt A Garden Program Inside and Outside! 

Communication: 

Once you receive an email clarifying that you are signed up for the AAG program from the Program & Volunteer Coordinator, an  

on-point horticulture staff member will be assigned to you.  

Your on-point horticulture staff member will contact you and discuss a mutually convenient day and time. 

If you cannot come in for a shift, you should always email the Program & Volunteer Coordinator and your on-point horticulture staff 

member. 

Probation: 

When you begin the AAG program, you will start a 3 week probation period.  

During your probation period, your assigned on-point horticulture staff member will give you instructions on how to properly     

maintain your Garden area. 

During this time, we insist that you do not miss your assigned day to come in and work in your area. 

At the end of this probation period, your on-point horticulture staff member will review and discuss your work. 

Be Prepared 

Wear sneakers and appropriate clothing; you never know what temperature the Gardens will be. Layers are recommended.  

Bring a snack or lunch if you will be working through the day (we provide the coffee). 

Always Sign In and Wear a Name Tag 

Sign in books and name tags are located in the volunteer lounge. 

If you need a new name tag, please inform the Program & Volunteer Coordinator. 

THE 3 T’S 

Please Do Not Trim, Transport or Transplant Without Permission! 

HAVE FUN AND GET DIRTY!!! 

Bauhinia species 

The Bauhinia double-lobed leaf is similar in shape to a 
heart or a butterfly. A typical leaf is 2.to 4 in  long and 
4 to 5 in wide, with a deep cleft dividing the apex. In 
Hong Kong the leaf is known as the "clever leaf" , and 
is regarded as a symbol of wisdom. Some people use 
the leaves to make bookmarks in the hope that they 
will bring them good luck in their studies. 

Hong Kong Orchid Tree Continued 



Gardens Volunteers contribute their exceptional abilities and 

expertise to benefit our ever-growing community and 

recognize and share our mission of advancing appreciation for 

and knowledge of plant life and its connection to people and 

cultures through its documented living plant collection, 

historic conservatory, education, research and exhibits.  

Staff directory 
 

Call  7 16 . 827 . 1 584  i f  you have  quest ions  

2655 South Park Avenue 
Buffalo, NY 14218 

Check us out on the 

web!

www.buffa
logardens

.com 

Administration 

David J. Swarts 
President/CEO 

ext. 202 - dswarts@buffalogardens.com 

Erin Grajek 
Associate Vice President of Marketing 

& Visitor Experience 
ext. 204 - egrajek@buffalogardens.com 

Julie DeCarolis 
Senior Director of Operations 

ext. 200 - jdecarolis@buffalogardens.com 

Development 

Brittany Finnegan-Zandi 
Director of Development 

ext. 203 - bzandi@buffalogardens.com 

Quinn DelZoppo 
Development Assistant 

ext. 295 - qdelzoppo@buffalogardens.com   

Education 

Kristy Schmitt 
Director of Education 

ext. 291 - kschmitt@buffalogardens.com   

Jolene Baj 
Education Coordinator 

ext. 292 - jbaj@buffalogardens.com 

Amanda Oldham 
Education Coordinator 

ext. 223 - aoldham@buffalogardens.com 

Facilities 

Todd Zintz 
Director of Facilities 

ext. 214 - tzintz@buffalogardens.com 

Jason Kostusiak 
Facilities Assistant  

Guest Services & Gift Shop 

Denise Nichols 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Manager 

ext. 209 - dnichols@buffalogardens.com 

Mary Jane Stefano 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

Cheryl Porter 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

Robert Graves 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

Jessa Kelley 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers & Programs 

Karen Hammer 
Program & Volunteer Coordinator 

ext. 207 - khammer@buffalogardens.com 

Horticulture 

Kristin Pochopin 
 Director of Horticulture 

ext. 228 - kpochopin@buffalogardens.com 

Darla Mohrlock 
Gardener 

dmohrlock@buffalogardens.com 

Dylan Szucs 
Gardener 

ext. 205 - dszucs@buffalogardens.com 
 

Holly Bloom 
Gardener 

Ext. and email TBD! 
 

Weddings and Private Events 

Christina Stannard 
Director of Weddings and Special Events 
ext. 219 - cstannard@buffalogardens.com 

Julie Mogavero 
Weddings and Special Events Coordinator 
ext. 220 - jmogavero@buffalogardens.com 

 


