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Watching the weather is a art form this time of year. Will it snow before you get all the things 

done in the garden? Get the leaves up, clean the tools and mulch. 

A few things to remember:  

Finally, start making Your Christmas list with all those gardening books you want!  Do not forget 

the Felco pruners and Hori knife and of course you may want to get a new membership to the 

Botanical Gardens and... well Santa will get the idea. 

 Clean up any remaining 

vegetable or perennial debris 

as well as any peony or 

hollyhock stems that may 

harbor disease. 

 Cut back remaining perennial 

plants 4-6 inches but leave 

grasses for winter interest if 

you like. 

 A lot of gardeners like to 

cover the bare ground with 

compost or leaves or any 

organic material that will 

feed the soil. Do not worry 

about digging it in, the 

winter elements will break it 

down. 

 

 

 

 

 Have your soil tested now for 

pH and nutrient value. The 

information will be handy 

come spring planting time 

when you may need to add 

amendments. 

 Mulch: you know this will 

help keep a steady soil 

temperature and prevents 

moisture loss.  

 Evergreens will need a deep 

watering before the ground 

freezes. Young evergreens 

can be protected from deer 

ravages with burlap wrapped 

around four stakes, but not 

around the tree. 

 Woody plant material should 

not be pruned now, wait till 

early spring before the sap 

begins to flow. 

 Clean ALL your tools, power 

and hand. Moist soil that is 

left on the blades can 

encourage rust and dull 

blades. Drain hoses and 

winterize the mower and 

other power tools-you will be 

glad you took the time now. 

 Speaking of lawn mowers, 

the last cut to your lawn 

should be 1/2” to 1”  lower 

than you normally would to 

prevent matted grass and 

snow mold. 

 Houseplants should only 

have a minimum feed over 

the winter, great light, 

misting to increase humidity 

(our houses are VERY dry in 

the winter) and less watering 

will make happy plants. 

Buckling Down the Hatches 

By  Linda Mayer and Peggy Koppmann: 
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Education Update  

What an exciting fall! The Education Department has been very busy in a number of facets 

here at the Gardens. First off, we graduated 27 brand new docents from the docent training 

program. We are so happy to have them join our volunteer team! 

Read more about the docent training program on the next page! 

Secondly, the Team has been instrumental in creating beautiful 

new signage as part of the new Aquatic Garden and Asian 

Rainforest exhibit space. These signs will feature information about 

the Asian Rainforest, Tea, Bamboo, Bananas, Bonsai, Buddha, our 

family of Koi, the Moon Gate, Orchids and the Tea House. Some 

will also be interactive. We will be recapping some of this 

information and any new details regarding the exhibit at our next 

Education Volunteer Meeting. 

We are very excited for the new 

exhibit space– and our visiting 

groups are too! Groups scheduling 

for 2017 cant wait to see the plants, waterfall and the new 

space in general. Numbers for this year are also looking good. 

As of the end of October, our total of both children and adults 

visiting the Gardens for a program is at 11,933. 

Grant programs are also back on the schedule for 

November/December. Those docents that teach these 

programs receive a $25 stipend per day– take a look at the 

schedule that Karen sends out if you are interested in teaching any of these lessons– they fill 

quick! 

Our next Education Volunteer Meeting will be on Wednesday, December 14 at 10am in the 

Administration Building Garage area. Bring your calendars to sign up for 2017! We will also 

be discussing the meeting dates and themes for our 2017 meetings. As always, all volunteers 

are welcome to come to our meetings! 

Make It Take It!  
The Education Department will be hosting a number of workshops this fall and winter. Check 

out some of our upcoming classes:  

 

Thanksgiving Arrangement—November 22 SOLD OUT 

Boxwood Tree– December 3– second session added! 

Conifer Wreath—December 3 SOLD OUT 

Holiday Arrangement—December 22 

 

Prices vary. See the Under the Dome for more information or contact Jolene at 827-1584 ext. 

292 or jbai@buffalogardens.com. Members always receive a discount!  
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Wegmans Family Days 

Once a month we will be providing hands-on programming throughout the Gardens for 

children ages 5-12. All activities are included with paid Gardens admission or 

Membership. Hands-on activities include crafty creations, taste testing, and nutritional 

programing. If you are interested in volunteering at any Family days, please contact 

Karen Hammer (827-1584 ext. 207 - khammer@buffalogardens.com).  Upcoming family 

days include:  

November 19 - Harvest Time 

Learn all about the autumn harvest! Create some fun fall crafts 

while munching on a special harvest treat and learning how 

various cultures celebrate this time of year.  

 

December - 10 Santa’s Workshop 

Come join us for a visit with Santa and some fun holiday themed 

activities! Santa will only be visiting during the hours of Santa’s 

Workshop-he has quite a few places to visit after spending the 

day surrounded by poinsettias and his friends at the Botanical 

Gardens! Photo prints with Santa will be available for $5 each. 

Join us for this annual family holiday tradition. 

Welcome to the  Docent Class of 2016! 

This fall the Education Department hosted our annual 

docent training. Docents are specially trained 

volunteers that help with a multitude of education 

programs here at the Gardens. Docents lead guided 

tours and provide hands-on programming for the 

many visitors who come through our doors. From 

senior tours to excited kindergarteners, our docents 

have it handled!  

 

Our new docent class has worked extremely hard. With 

the help of our current docents, they have learned about 

the plants in our collection as well as the curriculum for 

visiting school and scout groups. We are proud to 

welcome 27 new docents into our volunteer family. They 

are an excited and hardworking bunch, we’re sure they 

will fit right in!  
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Christmas is time for family memories. None linger 

longer in my mind than the succession of Christmas 

trees which graced my parents’ living rooms for 50 

years.  

The choice of tree always fell to my Mother.  

December’s Plant of the Month is the story of some of 

her trees.  

My mom’s earliest trees were Scotch Pines. At that 

time, we walked from Christmas lot to lot in search of 

the perfect tree and best buy. We’d drag the tree 

home on a sled. Yes, we always had snow in 

December.  

Once home each tree underwent a transformation 

that only my Mom could achieve. Limbs were pruned, 

removed, or wired as needed. Spaces were created for 

a special ornament that needed space to hang. To 

brighten the interior of the tree, she whipped up Lux 

flakes into snow frosting which was spread artfully 

along the trunk and onto the branches. She’d sprinkle 

the flakes over the “snow” to make the tree glisten, as 

it may have in the woods. After all the ornaments 

were hung… then came the icicles. An art project in 

itself. Each branch was decorated with icicles placed 

just so to enhance the overall beauty as naturally as 

possible.  

Those first pines were brightly lit with the huge 

colored bulbs available at the time. One year she 

found metal reflectors shaped like stars to put be-hind 

each bulb. The affect was spectacular. And just so.  

Her hands are among my memories. Although she 

worked in long sleeves and gloves, the cantankerous 

Scotch Pines left pin pricks and scratches all over her 

hands and upper arms.  

You can imagine her delight when Douglas Firs came 

on the market. These trees were forgiving and had 

lovely, full shapes. Not round… just full. Each still 

underwent its arboreal transformation at my Mom’s 

hands. Since she always decorated from the inside 

out… branches were cut away to create space. It was 

lovely to peer into her trees to find a favorite 

ornament. Around that time, she found the first sets 

of Twinkle lights, at Hodge Florist, which the family on 

“both sides” had never seen. Twinkle lights had larger 

bulbs than today’s and were made in Italy...and they 

were clear! The affect of random twinkling of bright 

“white” lights was incredible. The parade of Douglas 

Firs were always awe inspiring. Her hands and arms 

were un-marred.  

Then came Frazer firs. She admired her first in 

Oregon. At last the perfect storybook shape. Plenty of 

natural spaces between strong branches coming 

straight out from the trunk with forgiving needles. 

However she was not happy with tree farm pruning … 

and began to look for trees with less obviously pruned 

shapes. Each December, my Dad faithfully drove her 

to the Clinton market, which had her seal of approval 

for quality and price. Once the tree was brought into 

the house and acclimated for a few days, she pruned 

judiciously. And yes, she was still not above wiring 

here and there. The Italian twinkle lights were now 

replaced by hundreds of small clear lights. It was 

decorated… just so.  

In 1974 (my husband Bob’s and my first year in 

Oregon) we sent a live Harry and David Blue Spruce 

table top tree home. Mom nursed the tree all winter.  

In the spring it was planted just off the patio, and 

when it reached about 4 feet several years later, it was 

transplanted further into the back yard where it still 

grows today. When Mom put tree decorating aside, 

the Blue Spruce became her Christmas Tree frosted by 

real snow and icicles lighted by a single spotlight. 

Growing just so.  

 P.O.M. My Mother’s Trees  
By: Carol –Jo Pope 
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Like to take photos or have a 
story to tell? 

This newsletter is run by you, let 

us know what you want to see! 

We need articles and pictures for 

the next newsletter and 

newsletters to come! Please let 

contact Karen Hammer, Program 

& Volunteer Coordinator, if you 

are interested in contributing to 

the Volunteer Under the Dome!  

Volunteer Sign-Up Break Down 
Remember you have to sign up & receive confirmation before 

coming in to help!  
Mum Breakdown 

Meet in the old garage for the fun!  
November 14,  2016 

9:30-11:30  
Empty the Dome, House 5 & 9 of props and 

plant material.   
Save designated plants, props & discard the rest. 

   
Outside Mum Planting!! 

NOTE :  this is completely  
weather dependent 

Rain, snow or high wind will  
postpone this event 

Call the hort hotline for weather verification  
(716) 827-1584 x208 

Meet in the old garage for the fun!  
John is the on point hort staff 

November 15,  2016 
9:30-11:30 

Move mums from the old garage area to various 
outside gardens. Dig holes and plant mums. 

 
Mum Exhibit Breakdown  

November 15,  2016 
9:30-11:30 

Empty the Conservatory of any remaining props 
and plant material. Save designated materials, 

organize and store, & discard the rest. 

Outside Clean-Up Crew 

On Tuesday this group includes 

all who have adopted garden 

areas. This VRF is also an 

opportunity for non- assigned 

Tuesday people!  

On Point – Peter B 

NOTE: this is completely 

weather dependent 

Rain, snow or high wind will 

postpone this event 

Call the hort hotline for weather verification 

(716) 827-1584 x208 

 

Leaf Raking  and Other Jobs 

Tuesday, November 8  

9-11:30  & 1:30-4:30 

Rake leaves from all outside gardens as needed.   

This activity involves raking and lifting tarps of  

leaves into the dump truck.  
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“What am I?” is a  “Volunteer Under the Dome” series aimed at challenging our knowledge 

and love of plants at the Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens. Each release of this 
series will feature information on a plant in our conservatory with clues such as the growing 

origin, foliage or fruiting description, and unique characteristics. The challenge is for you, the 
reader, to determine what this plant may be. Answers to each challenge will be  included in 

the following “Volunteer Under the Dome” release.  Comments and suggestions for 
improvements are always welcomed.  So let’s get started with the current challenge! 

What  

am i? 

By : Susan Maas 

    What am I? Challenge 6 

I am a woody perennial shrub with a large inflorescence 
flower head surrounded by large, narrow, colorful bracts.   I flower 
for several months each year, have dark green, glossy leaves and 
mature to about 3 feet tall when mature.  I live in harsh 
environments with dry, hot summers and wet, cold winters.   My 
cluster roots enhance nutrient uptake and can consequently grow 
in soil that is very low in nutrients.   My thick underground stem 
contain many dormant buds that produce new growth in the event of a wildfire.   My appearance 
varies substantially throughout my range.  My flowers are often added to flower arrangements. 

Answer in the next issue. 

What am I Answer 5 Sept/Oct  

I am a Madagascar Palm!  I am 

often incorrectly referred to as 

Palm because my glossy-green 

leaves give a palm-like 

appearance.  Unlike true palms, I 

do not die if my crown is cut at 

the top, rather new growth will 

come from my side. 

I am native to Madagascar and a 

member of the Pachypodium 
lamerei genus.  Pachypodium 

means thick-footed which is 

derived from a Latin form from 

Greek pachus (thick) and podion 

(foot).   I am currently located in 

the Cacti and Succulent House.  

Please come visit!  

Tips on Putting Your Garden to Bed 

—Lyn Chimera: Lessons from Nature 

It’s OK to leave some leaves on your garden beds. They provide protection from fluctuat-

ing winter temperatures. 

What to cut back and what to leave up is always a question: 

 Leave seed heads up for winter bird food unless it’s a plant that is invasive and seeds 

all over the place. 

 Anything that is green can be left. Many perennials have green crowns at the base of 

the blossom stems (ex: daisy, black-eyed-Susan and cone flower). That is the crown of 

the plant for next season and should not be cut back. 

 Ferns, asters and other natives should be left and cut back in the spring. 

 Many people also leave day lilies and other perennials until spring. This is good win-

ter protection and provides a sheltered place for beneficial insects & their larva to 

overwinter. 

 When cutting back long stems leave about 1 foot standing. This provides a winter 

home for insect larva and allows you to know where the plant is come spring. 

Save some of your leaves for use as mulch next season. Mulched leaves are preferable. If 

you don’t have a leaf mulching lawn mower gather some from neighbors that piut piles 

at the curb. 

You can still plant bulbs until the ground freezes, but the sooner the better. 

If you have critter issues put up protective fencing.  

 For rabbit protection it’s necessary to have the fencing 2 feet higher than the snow 

will be, otherwise they just hop over the snow and munch. 

Put up wind protection for shrubs that are susceptible to winter wind. Shrub coats or bur-

lap work well. 

After the ground freezes mulch the root zone of any newly planted plants. This is also 

recommended for shallow rooted plants like huchera. 
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Survival Foraging  
by Danilo Mallin Vieira 

Ground Ivy, Creeping Charlie Glechoma hederacea – 

Aromatic kidney shaped leaves, often purple tinged, 

and has very fine hair throughout its plant parts. A 

thick main root and purple to bluish flowers appear-

ing in the month of 

March. Height up to 6 

inches and spread up to 

24 inches.  

Culinary properties – 

Plenty vitamin C plus 

many health benefits. 

Preparing for consump-

tion – The leaves may be 

eaten raw or uncooked while the plant is in its early 

or youth stages, and it contains a bitter taste with a 

bit of scent to accompany. Cooking is another alter-

native to prepare it like a veggie. Raw or dried leaves 

will make a healthy tea.  

 

Cattail, Great Reedmace Typha latifolia – Long, linear leaves and flat one to three meters in 

length. Its seed head grows 

much like a corndog in size and 

shape. It is found in swampy 

conditions. Height up to 8 feet. 

Culinary properties – Roots are 

high in protein and carbohy-

drates. 

Preparing for consumption – 

Leaf parts near the bottom are 

edible in raw form, and young stems (shoots) can be eaten raw or 

boiled. The flowers can be roasted and even the pollen can be con-

sumed with another source of food for added nutrients. 
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Photo courte-

By Corrine Arcangel 

If you walk thru the Native Garden on Tuesday morning, you find 

horticulture volunteer Jerry Lake doing what he loves -“working on his 

hands and knees pulling weeds” - under the guidance of John whom 

he calls a great mentor.  On Wednesday mornings, Jerry is working 

with Karen as an administrative volunteer involved with keeping the 

data base current.   In his words  ”Karen’s attitude is infectious and 

keeps me awake!”    

 Jerry talked about how much he enjoys being a volunteer and 

working with everybody.  He began his busy volunteer duties in September 2015 after he retired from 30 years as a 

computer analyst.  It seemed a natural fit since he had been visiting the Gardens since his late teenage years with 

his future wife Judy and has been a long time member.   When they applied for their marriage permit in Buffalo, 

they requested to get married at the Gardens and were told they were the first couple to request this!  Awesome!!  

Forty-four years later, Jerry and Judy continue to enjoy visiting the Gardens and always seem to find something 

they haven’t seen before.  One of his favorite plants is the false blue indigo in the Native Garden. 

At home in Orchard Park, Jerry enjoys reading, cooking and gardening.   He describes himself as a voracious 

science fiction and fantasy reader and also enjoys historical fiction.  He is the ‘family cook’ and likes making Judy’s 

favorite sausage, peppers and onions with red sauce.  Since their retirements, Judy and Jerry are beginning to 

enjoy traveling and took an Alaskan vacation this past summer. He considers himself an eclectic home gardener 

with many roses and peonies.  Jerry is pictured with his garden favorite, a Seven Sons Tree originally cultivated in 

China, which he describes as having little white flowers with a red center that “shines” when the white petals fall 

off.   I think we can all agree that Jerry also ”shines” in his many contributions to the Gardens. 

VOLUNTEER of the 

month Spotlight  

 I bought on this on ebay 

earlier this year. It is the 

only construction photo I 

have of when the Gardens 

was being built. Circa 1900 

it shows two ladies in 

period dress looking over 

the railing above the tunnel 

entrance to the  

conservatory.  In the 

entrance you can see a pile 

of what appears to be sand, 

possibly used for fill or in 

the making of mortar or 

cement. The original house 

four is in the background 

and it has top vents and 

side windows open for 

ventilation.  

Botanical History :  W i t h  B o b  S ny d e r  
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The pineapple {Ananas comosus) and the most economically significant plant in the Bromeliaceae family.  

In appearance, the plant has a short, stocky stem with tough, waxy leaves. When creating its fruit, it usually produces 

up to 200 flowers, although some large-fruited cultivars can exceed this. Remember all those flowers that created a 

sunflower? Who knew the pineapple was following a similar path 

The word "pineapple"   in English was first recorded to describe the 

reproductive organs of conifer trees (now termed pine cones). When 

European explorers discovered this tropical fruit in the Americas, they 

called them "pineapples"   You can find the pineapple in the medicinal  

garden, and it’s getting ready to bear fruit again. 

Once it flowers, the individual fruits of the flowers join together to create 

what is commonly referred to as a pineapple.  

This amazing plant may be cultivated from a crown cutting of the fruit,  

possibly flowering in 20–24 months and fruiting in the following six 

months.  Pineapples do not ripen significantly after harvest. 

Pineapples have exceptional juiciness and a vibrant tropical flavor that 

balances the tastes of sweet and tart. They are second only to bananas as 

America's favorite tropical fruit. Although the season for pineapple runs from March through June, they 

are available year-round in local markets.  

In 2013, world production of pineapples was 24.8 million tons, with the top-five countries producing half of this total, 

led by Costa Rica.   Banana production is around 105 million tons of fruit per year. 

Submitted by  
Donna Ludwig 

Pineapple delight!  

Hort Humor 
 

"The stripped and shapely 

Maple grieves 

The ghosts of her 

Departed leaves. 

 

The ground is hard, 

As hard as stone. 

The year is old, 

The birds are flown. 

 

And yet the world, 

In its distress, 

Displays a certain 

Loveliness" 
John Updike, A Child's Calendar  

-Submitted by Bob Snyder 



Gardens Volunteers contribute their exceptional abilities and 

expertise to benefit our ever-growing community and 

recognize and share our mission of advancing appreciation for 

and knowledge of plant life and its connection to people and 

cultures through its documented living plant collection, 

historic conservatory, education, research and exhibits.  

Staff directory 
 

Call  7 16 . 827 . 1 584  i f  you have  quest ions  

2655 South Park Avenue 
Buffalo, NY 14218 

Check us out on the 

web!

www.buffa
logardens

.com 

Administration 

David J. Swarts 
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ext. 202 - dswarts@buffalogardens.com 

Erin Grajek 
Associate Vice President of Marketing 

& Visitor Experience 
ext. 204 - egrajek@buffalogardens.com 

Julie DeCarolis 
Senior Director of Operations 

ext. 200 - jdecarolis@buffalogardens.com 

Development 

Brittany Finnegan-Zandi 
Director of Development 

ext. 203 - bzandi@buffalogardens.com 

Education 

Kristy Schmitt 
Director of Education 

ext. 291 - kschmitt@buffalogardens.com   

Jolene Baj 
Education Coordinator 

ext. 292 - jbaj@buffalogardens.com 

Amanda Oldham 
Education Assistant 

ext. 223 - aoldham@buffalogardens.com 

 

Facilities 

Todd Zintz 
Director of Facilities 

ext. 214 - tzintz@buffalogardens.com 

Jason Kostusiak 
Facilities Assistant 

Guest Services & Gift Shop 

Denise Nichols 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Manager 

ext. 209 - dnichols@buffalogardens.com 

Mary Jane Stefano 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

Cheryl Porter 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

Robert Graves 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

Jessa Kelley 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

 

 

 

Horticulture 

Kristin Pochopin 
 Director of Horticulture 

ext. 228 - kpochopin@buffalogardens.com 

John Santomieri 
Horticulturist 

ext. 208 - jsantomieri@buffalogardens.com 

Darla Mohrlock 
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dmohrlock@buffalogardens.com 
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Christina Stannard 
Director of Weddings and Special Events 
ext. 219 - cstannard@buffalogardens.com 

Julie Mogavero 
Weddings and Special Events Coordinator 
ext. 220 - jmogavero@buffalogardens.com 

Volunteers & Programs 

Karen Hammer 
Program & Volunteer Coordinator 

ext. 207 - khammer@buffalogardens.com 


