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VOLUNTEER UNDER THE DOME 

BEAUTIFUL BENEFICIALS:   

Some tips, updates & pics of our Botanical Insects  

By: John Santomieri, Horticulturist &  
Kristin Pochopin, Interim Director of Horticulturist  
 

John – Working on some further research 

into our beneficial buddies. Based on the 

larval size and lifecycle, the Cryptolaemus 

larvae will be going into pupation and 

hatching within the next week or so. We 

would like all volunteers to be aware of this. 

It would be ideal that everyone leaves trumpet tree debris found on the floor, places them in the crook of the 

tree behind the sign, or some safe place in 11 rather than throwing away. It would be a shame to throw out 

the pupae since they look different than the larvae (see pic). We do have samples of used application as well 

as mummified insects if anyone is interested. For more info please contact John, info on the back page. 

 

Kristin — Hello volunteers! I wanted to touch base with you on a few 

Integrated Pest Management updates. Our beneficial insects are on the 

attack! In saying that – no one should be hosing off leaves in an attempt to 

remove bugs! This will destroy the “good” insect population that we are 

trying to establish. We have beneficial insects that we release on an ongoing 

basis – every week to every other week. We want the beneficial insect 

populations to increase so we can become a 

living ecosystem.  Please do not remove plant 

debris that has white mealybug-looking bugs on 

it, place it off the path or give it to Horticulture 

staff. Cryptolaemus which goes after mealybugs 

is very tricky to id (see pic).  We also release other 

beneficial insects that are difficult to id or even 

find at times. We want the beneficial insects to be 

able to increase their populations and take care 

of the bad bugs.  Any questions, please do not 

hesitate to ask! 

Adult 

Larva 
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Summer Camp and Meet our EDU Interns 

Summer Camps for Kids at the Gardens 

By: Amanda Oldham 

Summer has finally arrived and with it comes our 

annual summer day camps! We offer two camps for 

six weeks throughout the summer. In the mornings, 

we will be offering Art Camp with professional artist 

and teacher Joan Saba and help from Jeannette 

Williams. Kids will be learning different art 

techniques such as painting, drawing, and mixed 

media. In the afternoons, Education Staff and 

Interns will be hosting a Botany Camp. Each week 

will focus on a different theme while campers learn, 

play games, and explore the gardens! For more 

information, see our website or contact Jolene at 

716-827-1584 Ext. 292.   

Art Camp 

July 11-15 AC1 Multi-Medium 

July 18-22 AC2 Painting 

July 25-29 AC3 Drawing 

August 8-12 AC4 Multi-Medium 

August 15-19 AC5 Painting 

August 22-26 AC6 Drawing 

 

Botany Camp 

July 11-15 BC1 Wild & Wacky Water  

July 18-22 BC2 Pollinators Week 

July 25-29 BC3 Edible Garden Week 

August 8-12 BC4 Plants & Our Planet Week 

August 15-19 BC5 Survival Adventure Week 

August 22-26 BC6 Nature Explorers Week 

 

Justin 

My name is Justin Way. I live in Buffalo with my 

girlfriend Jill and our bunny, Bunson. Besides 

interning at the Gardens, I attend the Graduate 

School of Education at the University of Buffalo in 

the Early Childhood/Childhood track. Also, I 

worked for the Elmwood Village Charter School this 

past school year. I hope to use the knowledge I 

gain from working at the Gardens to infuse 

ecology, botany, forestry, and sustainability into my 

teaching practice.  

Also, I think this experience will contribute to my 

well-rounded interests of hiking, camping, biking, 

playing guitar, reading, and cooking (and by 

cooking, I mean eating). All in all, I am very much 

looking forward to this experience and can't wait to 

see what it holds! 

Won Sub Song 

I was born in Seoul, South Korea in 1990. I am 

currently attending the University at Buffalo in an 

effort to obtain my bachelor’s degree in 

Environmental Science study. At the age of 15, I left 

South Korea to get an education in Singapore. I 

graduated middle and high school of Anglo-

Chinese School. In 2004, a 

large earthquake hit the 

southeastern part of Asia 

and I realized how 

important the environment 

is. The Buffalo and Erie 

County Botanical Gardens 

provide great opportunities 

for children to learn about 

our ecosystem and the 

environment throughout summer camp. Working 

at the Gardens is an excellent experience and I am 

pleased to be here. 

Emily 

My name is Emily Zielinski and I am a senior at The 

University at Buffalo studying environmental 

studies. I love being outdoors, painting, and taking 

pictures, and hiking. I think that the environment is 

really the center of everything and needs to be 

protected. For the past 6 years I have worked in 

child care and have loved 

every minute of it. I think it is 

important to start teaching at 

a young age about the 

environment because children 

are the future. I hope to be 

able to teach kids in a fun way 

about our environment and 

show them ways to help 

conserve the earth.  
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Get Involved with Education 

Education Department Updates 

By: Kristy Schmitt 

We had a great academic year; however summer is no less busy for the Education Department! You’ll 

still be seeing school buses in the mornings as many daycare organizations, youth and recreation 

programs and summer camps visit us on field trips. We also have a number of tours on the schedule, 

and EDU will be making appearances at libraries with programs for both kids and adults. We’ll also be 

attending the Erie County Fair for one of our many outreach programs! Our summer camps will be in 

full swing during weekdays from July 11- August 26 for both art camp and botany camp.  

Our attendance numbers continue to increase. Including our programs through May, we have a total 

of 7448 participants. We have led ten guided tours and a whopping 93 hands-on programs over the 

year! From our June numbers (when this article was written) we will add at least 1228 program 

attendees, 24 hands-on programs and three guided tours to those totals. We are certainly the place to 

be for fun yet educational programs and word is getting out! Our most recent Wegmans Family Day 

with a desert theme went quite well. Wegmans Family Days will begin again in October and are really 

fun, casual programs that visitors love- we have regulars.  

In other news, will be on maternity leave (Baby Schmitt is due August 9!) from approximately August-

October. As always, volunteer-related questions will go through our wonderful Program and 

Volunteer Coordinator Karen Hammer. She will also be managing all Education Department 

Volunteer sign-ups including scheduling docents with scheduled group programs. During my leave, 

talk with either Jolene Baj, Education Coordinator or Amanda Oldham, Education Assistant if you 

have any education-related questions. 

Interested volunteers are welcome to come to Education Volunteer Meetings and sign up to shadow 

some of our programs. Our next Education Volunteer Meeting is in October. 

Docent Training:  This year there are  a couple options for Docent Training. We are offering two 

sessions– interested volunteers can either be trained on Thursdays or Saturdays. Our Thursday 

training “track” is for those interested in field trips and tours, and our Saturday “track” is for those 

interested in our informal programs and tours.  

Training starts on September 8 or 10 with a mandatory Volunteer Orientation (if already a volunteer 

make arrangements with Amanda to schedule a quick one-on-one docent-specific orientation 

meeting) and training concludes on 

October 13 or 15. We meet from 

9am-1pm. Docent Graduation for 

both tracks is celebrated on 

Tuesday, October 18 at 6pm in the 

Conservatory. The cost associated 

with the program is $25 to cover 

copies and materials. Join us for fun 

times! 
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Summer Fun! 

Lighthearted Garden Humor 
Submitted by: Donna Ludwig 

 

Like to take photos or 
have a story to tell? 

This newsletter is run by 

you, let us know what you 

want to see! We need 

articles and pictures for the 

next newsletter and 

newsletters to come! 

Please let contact Karen 

Hammer, Program & 

Volunteer Coordinator, if 

you are interested in 

contributing to the 

Volunteer Under the 

Dome!  

THIGMOTROPISM 

...is the movement or response of 

a plant when stimulated by touch 

or other mechanical stimulus. 

As an example, the aptly named 

‘sensitive plant’, (Mimosa pudica) 

folds its leaves and droops 

temporarily when touched or 

watered.  

Another example is a plant with 

tendrils that can "sense" a nearby 

object to cling to. 

- Bob Snyder 

Garden Language 
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Sundews and Petunias 

What  can they possibly have in common? 

By Donna Ludwig 

First let’s look at the sundews, one of the biggest 

varieties of carnivorous plants.  You can find them in 

House 5  with the other carnivorous plants.   They are 

the funny splindly things with dew drops on their 

edges,  a member of Droseraceae family with stalked 

mucilaginous glands spread over the surface of their 

leaves.   

Those little moist and sticky drops that you see attract and absorb insects (those 

little black dots you see on the plant) which enrich the meager mineral nutrition of 

the soil where sundews grow.   

Petunias are attractive. still some gardening enthusiasts avoid growing them 

because they don't like their gooey textures. When a gardener touches petunias to 

pinch them,  the sap often makes fingers and hands sticky. 

It also often lingers on their shears. This poses a dilemma 

for many gardeners, as routine pinching helps petunias 

appear more pleasant.  

Petunias emit the gooey material via the tissues of their 

stems. The sticky stuff, in turn, travels all the way to their 

soft foliage. The goo is believed to be protection against 

insect nuisances like thrips and aphids.  

The thick leaves are adorned with tiny glandular hairs, as are their stems. When the 

hairiness of the plants combines with the sticky goo, it leads to an unpleasant 

situation for pesky insects looking to munch on them for dinner. 

When these little insects move over petunias' sticky and hairy 

foliage, they often get trapped and can eventually die.  

So the next time you get sticky hands pinching petunias, think of 

the sundew and how it gets the nutrition it needs to grow. 
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Cardoon Gratin  

Botanical Recipes  

A Summer Dip! 

What’s cooking in the Kitchen of … 
Frank Walsh 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 One can black beans, drained and rinsed 

 One can of black eyed peas, as above 

 One can of corn or frozen package 

 One can of chopped tomatoes or fresh 

chopped 

 One red onion chopped 

 One green pepper chopped 

 One jalapeno pepper, chopped, keep 
some seeds for zip! 

 Garlic chopped 

 Add Italian dressing as you wish 

 Bag of Tostitos Scoops or other chips 

Add together, stir and serve! Enjoy! 

 

By: Rich Myers 

2 years ago I was talking to Jeff about cardoons. My 

Italian family always picked young burdock in the spring 

and fried them. They always called them cardoons. Jeff 

told me about “real” cardoons and 

gave me two plants. We harvested 

them the first year and they are 

growing rapidly this year. 

Cardoons are relatives of thistles 

and have a beautiful flower. They 

are a real pain in the neck to 

prepare but worth it.  

“Only a culture 
that loves food 
could have come 
up with multiple 
techniques for 
cooking the 
cardoon—this 
thistle (a cousin of 
the artichoke that 
also tastes like 
one) with the 
texture of 
overgrown celery 
requires meticulous preparation. But the fact that Italians 
and Italian-Americans alike scour the markets for it come 
fall is evidence enough that it's worth it. A light coating 
and deep-frying really enhance the vegetable's subtle 
flavor.” - Epicurious website  

There are many good recipes online. As the preparation 

is involved, I will not reproduce it all here. Cardoons are 

available usually in the fall. Give them a try sometime 

and let me know how you like them. 

 

The Skinny on CARDOONS  

Put the cream, stock, and bay leaf in a large saucepan and season with salt and pepper. Trim 

your cardoons, then slice them into pieces around 2 inches long, immediately dropping them 

into the cream bath to prevent discoloring. Heat the cardoons until 

the cream comes to a boil, then simmer over medium-low heat for 

about an hour. Remove the cardoon pieces with a slotted spoon, 

putting them into a gratin/casserole dish and continue to boil the 

cream until reduced to 3/4 c. Pour the cream over the cardoons, top 

with the gruyere, and bake at 350 until the top has colored a little bit, 

about 30 minutes. Serve warm. 

 3 c cream 

 1 c chicken stock 

 1 bay leaf 

 3 lb cardoon 

 1 c gruyere, grated 
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Volunteer Sign-Up Break Down  

July & August 
 

DATE & TIME—DEPARTMENT—VOLUNTEER JOB 
 

July 
Friday 8 @11:30-2 - Wedding Vol – Ceremony 
Thurs 14 @11:30-2 – Wedding Vol – Ceremony 

Sat 16 @11-2 – Wedding Vol – Ceremony 
Sat 23 @11-1 – Wedding Vol – Ceremony 

Tues 21 @5:30-9:30 – Special Events – Botanics & Brews 
Thurs 28 @5pm-8:30pm – Wedding – Wedding Open House 

Guest Services & Gift Shop Dates Very 
Ongoing – Hort - Mum Militia 

Ongoing every Thurs —Hort—Succulent prep 
Ongoing- Watering- Mon, Wed, Thr, Fri, Sun 

Weds & Fridays – Hort – Help with the Adopt A Garden Program 
 

August  
Sat 1 @ 8:30-11 - Wedding Vol – Ceremony 

 
Let the Program & Volunteer Coordinator know if you can help! 

Karen Hammer—Program & Volunteer Coordinator 
827-1584 ext. 207 - khammer@buffalogardens.com 
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“What am I?” is a new “Volunteer Under the Dome” series aimed at challenging our 

knowledge and love of plants at the Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens. Each release 
of this series will feature information on a plant in our conservatory with clues such as the 

growing origin, foliage or fruiting description, and unique characteristics. The challenge is for 
you, the reader, to determine what this plant may be. Answers to each challenge will be  

included in the following “Volunteer Under the Dome” release.  Comments and suggestions 
for improvements are always welcomed.  So let’s get started with the current challenge! 

What  

am i? 

By : Susan Maas 

    What am I? Challenge 4 
I am a large tree sometimes 75-100 feet tall with oval, oblong or broadly lance 

shaped leaves having smooth or finely toothed margins.   I am cultivated as an ornamental 

plant for my showy flowers as well as a botanical specimen for my interesting fruit.  My 

flowers are born in large bunches which have a strong sweet scent.  They are sometimes 

used in perfumes and cosmetics.   I have both fertile and sterile pollen that attracts bees but 

my flowers have no nectar.  My fruit can take about a year to ripen and although edible, are 

often not eaten due to their offensive odor.  The pulp of my fruit is six-segmented that 

oxidizes bluish-green and surrounds hundreds of seeds.  Extracts from my flowers, leaves, 

bark and fruit flesh are used for medicinal purposes that require anti-bacterial, antiseptic and 

analgesic characteristics.  Some religions consider me to be a sacred plant, hence, I can often 

be found at Buddhist and Shiva temples.  My name is very indicative of a characteristic that I 

display.  Answer in the next issue. 

Did you see the NEW aprons???  

Volunteer Special, only $20 

Originally $26!  

Come see Karen Hammer, 

 the Volunteer Coordinator,  

While supplies last!! 

LOOKING 

FAB! 

SNAZZZZY!!! 

BEGONIA  SCRAMBLE 
These guys and gals hang around the 

Begonia bench.  Can you identify them? 

 

  Prtoceala 

  Heitd osre 

  Tra sheod 

  Sims ljeui 

  Pri  kenliw 

  Kyirst 

  Rm. nrilekg 

 

Answers:  Cleopatra, Edith Rose,  Art Hodes, Miss Julie, Rip Winkle,  

Kristy, Mr. Grinkle 

What am I Answer 3 May/June Issue:  

I am a Mexican Giant Cardon!  I am the tallest cactus in the world with reported heights of 60 to 80 feet.  I am also 

known as the “Elephant Cactus” as lower trunks on older plants turn gray with a cracked, woody appearance that 

looks like the thick legs of an elephant.  My nocturnal flowers allows for nightly visits from nectar feed bats, 

necessary for pollination. 

My genus is Pachycereus pringlei.  In Latin, “pachy” means thick and “cereus” means waxy and I was named by 

the traveling American botanist, Cyrun Pringle.  “Cardon” is derived from the Spanish word cardo, meaning 

“thistle”.  I am currently located in the Cacti and Succulent House.  Please come visit! 
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One team - ONE GOAL - ONE VOICE 

Refreshing your  Hort Volunteer Knowledge!  

The Botanical Gardens 5th Annual  

Stakeholders Meeting & 
Volunteer Summer Picnic  

Contact Person:  
Karen Hammer, Volunteer Coordinator,  

827-1584 ext 207,khammer@buffalogardens.com 

Please 

R.S.V.P. by 

Aug 8th 

with shirt 

size: 

(First Come, First 

Serve!) 

Sm - Md - Lg - 

XL 

The Gardens would like to thank you for 

your hard work and dedication…. 

Wednesday, Aug 24 

Stakeholders Meeting  

5:15pm-6:15pm 
(In the Dome) 

 

Volunteer Luau Picnic  

& Awards  

6:30pm-7:30pm 
(House 10, awards & seating by the Gazebo) 

 

There are some short and simple rules that come with volunteering in the wonderful world 
of horticulture here at the Gardens: 

 

1.) There Are 2 Horticulture Shifts Mon.-Sun. 
Shifts are 9am to 11:30am & 1:30pm to 4pm 

Once you let a Gardener or the Volunteer Coordinator know you are coming, you can come in any day of the week at 
those shift times. If you do not make us aware that you are coming we might not have anything for you to do;  

communication is a MUST! 
 

  2.) Tuesdays are the only  “Open” Volunteer days  
You can come in at 9-11:30 or 1:30-4 unannounced Tuesdays ONLY 

 

3.) Be Prepared 
Wear sneakers and appropriate clothing, you never know if you will be outside or inside. 

Bring a snack or lunch if you will be working through the day (we provide the coffee.) 
 

4.) Always Sign In and Wear a Name Tag 
Sign in books and name tags are located in the volunteer lounge. 

If you need a new name tag please let the Volunteer Coordinator know. 
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Flowers bloom at certain specified times 

during the day. Linnaeus, the great 

botanist, once said that if he had a 

conservatory containing the right kind 

of soil, moisture and temperature, he 

could tell the time of day or night by the 

flowers that were open and those that 

were closed. 

 

-Submitted by Bob Snyder 

Photo courtesy: Todd Zintz 

According to our records, this Volunteer has 
been with the Botanical Gardens since 2004. 

She is a pivotal advocate for all education 
volunteers and belongs to many important 
committees here at the Gardens. She enjoys 

Reading….. gardening and spending time with 
her grandchildren.  

Can you guess who I am? 

Answer :Sharon Reader 
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BOTANICAL GARDENS HISTORY By Bob Snyder   

In March of 1982, when the newly formed Botanical Gardens Society was just getting under way, the Buffalo Botanical Gardens 

became a part of the National Register of Historic Places. The state and national registers list the Conservatory as a part of the 

Cazenovia Park-South Park System. 

 “The National Register of Historic Places is the official list of the Nation's historic places worthy of preservation. Authorized by the 

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park Service's National Register of Historic Places is part of a national 

program to coordinate and support public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and archeological 

resources.” 1 

“The State and National Registers of Historic Places are the official lists of buildings, structures, districts, objects, and sites significant 

in the history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture of New York and the nation. The same eligibility criteria are used 

for both the State and National Registers. The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and the New York State Historic 

Preservation Act of 1980 established the National and State Registers programs. In New York, the Commissioner of the New York 

State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, who is also the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), administers 

these programs.” 2 

The process to get on the State and National Registers of Historic Places is a lengthy one. A thirteen page form has to be filed, a 

complete photographic record has to be taken (many 

photographs of high quality), a map of the site and/or 

building must be made showing latitude and longitude in 

coordinates of up six decimal places, and then there are 

the visits from state officials. A building must be at least fifty 

years old to qualify. Once the preliminary work is accepted 

by the SHPO the request is forwarded on to the National 

Park Service for further review. The national board meets 

quarterly and nominations are considered in the order they 

are received. When the nomination has been accepted the 

nominating individuals are notified and the 

property/building is officially listed on the national 

registers. 

 

1. https://www.nps.gov/nr/ (from the National Park Service 
Website) 

2. http://nysparks.com/shpo/national-register/ (from the N. 
Y. S. Historic Preservation Office website) 

 

To be continued... 

The Lily 
By: William 

Blake 

 
The modest 

Rose puts forth 
a thorn, 

The humble 
sheep a threat'ning horn: 

While the Lily white shall in 
love delight, Nor a thorn 

nor a threat stain her 
beauty bright. 

 
-Submitted by Bob Snyder 

Bless the grass in the cracks 
 

“Weeds in your sidewalk 
may be annoying, but they 
remind us to be grateful for 

deep persistence.  Offer  
yours thoughts for all who 

struggle against 
insurmountable odds and 

succeed.”  -Donna Ludwig  



Gardens Volunteers contribute their exceptional abilities and 

expertise to benefit our ever-growing community and 

recognize and share our mission of advancing appreciation for 

and knowledge of plant life and its connection to people and 

cultures through its documented living plant collection, 

historic conservatory, education, research and exhibits.  

Staff directory 
 

Call  7 16 . 827 . 1 584  i f  you have  quest ions  

2655 South Park Avenue 
Buffalo, NY 14218 

Check us out on the 

web!

www.buffa
logardens

.com 

Administration 

David J. Swarts 
President/CEO 

ext. 202 - dswarts@buffalogardens.com 

Erin Grajek 
Associate Vice President of Marketing 

& Visitor Experience 
ext. 204 - egrajek@buffalogardens.com 

Julie DeCarolis 
Senior Director of Operations 

ext. 200 - jdecarolis@buffalogardens.com 

Development 

Brittany Finnegan-Zandi 
Director of Development 

ext. 203 - bzandi@buffalogardens.com 

Education 

Kristy Schmitt 
Director of Education 

ext. 291 - kschmitt@buffalogardens.com   

Jolene Baj 
Education Coordinator 

ext. 292 - jbaj@buffalogardens.com 

Amanda Oldham 
Education Assistant 

aoldham@buffalogardens.com 

 

Facilities 

Todd Zintz 
Director of Facilities 

ext. 214 - tzintz@buffalogardens.com 

Jason Kostusiak 
Facilities Assistant 

Guest Services & Gift Shop 

Denise Nichols 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Manager 

ext. 209 - dnichols@buffalogardens.com 

Mary Jane Stefano 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

Cheryl Porter 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

Robert Graves 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

Jordan Weaver 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

Jessa Kelley 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

 

Horticulture 

Kristin Pochopin 
Interim Director of Horticulture 

ext. 228 - kpochopin@buffalogardens.com 

John Santomieri 
Horticulturist 

ext. 208 - jsantomieri@buffalogardens.com 

Darla Mohrlock 
Gardener 

dmohrlock@buffalogardens.com 

Weddings and Private Events 

Christina Stannard 
Director of Weddings and Special Events 
ext. 219 - cstannard@buffalogardens.com 

Julie Mogavero 
Weddings and Special Events Coordinator 
ext. 220 - jmogavero@buffalogardens.com 

Volunteers & Programs 

Karen Hammer 
Program & Volunteer Coordinator 

ext. 207 - khammer@buffalogardens.com 


