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TOUGH GET  GROWING 

 
By: President & CEO David Swarts 

We Are Growing! 

2016 has been a record breaking year in so many ways. The growth and 

successes we continue to experience would not happen without the incredible 

support we receive from our 3,500 loyal members, 250 volunteers, a dedicated 

staff and thousands of financial contributors. Together, our efforts are making a 

difference. Thank You! 

Lumagination began in January with a kickoff cocktail party that attracted a 

record breaking crowd of over 300 guests. Attendees were treated to a preview 

of Lumagination while sipping exotic cocktails and enjoying tasty appetizers. 

Eleven thousand visitors, another record breaker, experienced Lumagination 

over the 20 night exhibit. 

The Spring Flower Exhibit featured thousands of fragrant and colorful spring 

flowers in very creative displays. The horticulture staff and volunteers did a 

wonderful job with the displays. The spring exhibit attracted over 15,000 visitors. Also, the 

annual Easter Egg Hunt was another sellout with 300 kids participating in the event. 

The Great Plant Sale in May will offer members, volunteers and the public opportunities to 

purchase unique annuals, perennials and shrubs to brighten up their gardens and homes. 

The pre-order generated a record number of orders and generated extra revenue for the 

Gardens. 

Construction Update 

Erie County’s project to reconstruct greenhouses 2 and 3 should be finished in July. When 

done, the Botanical Gardens Society will be presented with two empty greenhouses. It 

becomes the Society’s responsibility to raise the funds to rebuild the exhibits. The cost to 

rebuild the exhibits is estimated to be $350,000. Staff have been working diligently to raise 

the funds needed to rebuild the exhibits, which we hope to open to the public by the fall 

of this year. 

The new exhibits will retain the popular Koi Pond and beautiful waterfall. It will also 

include a new water feature, a redesigned bridge over the pond, a Moon Gate, a living 

wall, and new pathways displaying exotic plantings that will enhance the exhibit’s aquatic and Asiatic themes. We are very excited 

about this project and look forward to reopening the new exhibits. 

We also have many wonderful events planned this summer, including Starry Night in the Garden on June 22. Tickets can be 

purchased at www.mystar1025.com. Also, for the third year, we are hosting Botanics and Brews on July 21. It’s a fun night - great 

beer tastings, food and music. Check out our website for more details. 

Thank you for supporting the Botanical Gardens, and we hope to see you this summer. 

Dave Swarts, President/CEO 

Photos: Karen Hammer 



P A G E  2  V O L U N T E E R  U N D E R  T H E  D O M E  

exciting curriculum partnership 

with the Diocese of Buffalo, 

which will be bringing ~25 paid 

parochial elementary school 

groups to the Gardens this next 

year, many that have yet to visit 

us on a field trip before!  

Upcoming in Education 

Look for emails from Karen with 

details on these upcoming events, 

shift times and volunteer roles! 

 Hypertufa Make-it Take-it: 
Saturday, May 14, morning 

and afternoon sessions! Help 

us with cement mixing for the 

hypertufa planter workshops 

 Wegmans Family 
Days: Saturday, 

 

By: Kristy Schmitt 

Hooray it’s May! As to be expected 

this time of year, the Gardens is 

inundated with school groups of 

kiddos of all ages excited to learn 

about plants and see the amazing 

exhibits here at the Gardens!  

You’ll continue to see buses 

dropping off students along the back 

access road (ideally...) in the morning 

through mid-afternoon through 

Starry Night, which typically marks 

the end of the academic year. 

 According to our booked programs 

alone (not including art classes, 

horticulture classes, birthday parties, 

workshops, etc), we are anticipating 

1,385 visitors of all ages and abilities 

to visit the Gardens in the month of 

May alone. In June, we are 

anticipating 832 program 

participants! April was an exciting 

month with ~1,500 education 

program participants! 

What a year! We average around 80 

school groups that visit for a hands-

on program each year. Groups are 

already booking for field trips for the 

2016-2017 school year. We have an 

Education Department Updates 

May 21 (yes this is Plant Sale 

day!) and Saturday, June 

18:10am-2pm– Instruct 

pre=planned kids activities 

with all supplies provided. 

 More Make-it Take-its are 

coming in Fall including an 

Adult Fairy Gardening 

workshop (by popular 

demand) and a new 

workshop on 

‘kokedama’ (moss ball string 

gardens!) 

 Docent Training: See blurb 

on next page for more info! 

Interested volunteers are 

welcome to come to 

Education Volunteer 

Meetings and sign up to 

shadow some of our 

programs. To be added to 

the list to receive emails 

about the Education 

schedule for booked 

programs, please email us so 

we can update your 

volunteer info! 

 

 

 

Our next education department volunteers 

meeting : 

It will be on Wednesday, June 8 in the 

Administration Building Garage at 12:30pm. 

This meeting is our celebration meeting to 

mark (almost!) the end of another academic 

year. This is a potluck lunch and social 

meeting, so bring a dish to pass! 

MECOB Docent passes for those who have 

taught programs for a total of at least 24 

hours this academic year will be distributed 

at this meeting in appreciation for all that 

you do! 

Did you see the NEW aprons???  

Volunteer Special, only $20 

Originally $26!  

Come see Karen Hammer, 

 the Volunteer Coordinator,  

While supplies last!! 

LOOKING 

FAB! 

SNAZZZZY!!! 
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Get Involved with Education 

Docent Training 

If you are interested in helping Education with 

instructing visitors of all ages and abilities (you can 

choose where you want to focus!) more specific 

information about Docent Training in Fall will be 

released in June, once the group visits die down and 

we can focus on streamlining the program.  

This year, we are shortening the duration of the 

training program from 10 weeks to ~5 weeks to get our 

docents active earlier. We are also looking into offering 

both a weekday training session on Thursday 

mornings/afternoons as well as a weekend session. 

With expanding our Girl Scout Program offerings, we 

have many more programs that take place on Saturdays 

and really need education volunteer  help on the weekends too!  

Also new this year will be the docent “tracks”. Some volunteers may want to stick with informal 

programs like scouts, or mini-tour and terrarium. Others may wish to help school groups with hands-

on pre-planned lessons that are standards based. Finally, many volunteers may wish to lead just tours. 

In adopting “tracks”, our training program this year will allow you to focus on what you are most 

interested in! 

Interns Needed 

We are looking for fun-loving interns or general volunteers that would like to have fun with kids and 

teach science for our Summer Botany Camp! Botany camp is in the afternoons from 12pm-4:00pm. 

Weeks have specific themes, from Survival Adventure Week to Nature Explorers Week. This is an 

unpaid internship, and we are looking for qualified applicants that can commit to at least two days a 

week, starting before camp begins at the end of June and ending the last week in August.  

Help with Botany Camp Planning 

If you love Pinterest, have found a fun activity to do with the grandkids,  or happen to stumble upon 

fun ideas in magazines or books, we are looking for new and exciting activities to do with our 

afternoon Science Camp! Anything relating to plant-based crafts, or fun nature games that can be 

done with students in mixed age groups of up to 16 would be wonderful. Bring in any copies to 

Amanda, Education Assistant. If she isn’t in, her mailbox is outside of office 102 in the Administration 

Building! 

 First Hand look: A view from our Admin/Edu Intern  

Jordan Weaver 

I loved my internship at the gardens! I loved working with the people, the plants and learning about 

something that I was so interested in. My experience at the gardens was a good one...I utilized skills that I 

had, and worked on new ones that I was acquiring. My favorite part was probably any time that I got to do 

plantings or just be around the plants. I loved being able to see the baby plants grow! It was awesome to be 

in such a positive environment, surrounded by beautiful foliage! I'm really going to miss the smell of luscious 

flowers and wet soil. I would like to give thanks to everyone that made my internship at the botanical 

gardens one that I won't forget!  -Jordan  

Best Wishes Jordan ! <3 The GARDENS Staff 
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Upcoming Wegmans Family Days 

May 21 – Extraordinary Pollinators 

Learn about why pollinators are so important to the environment 

and our food supply. Recreate the lifecycle of a butterfly and bring 

home a bird feeder to attract birds to your garden. 

June 18 – Desert Adventures  

Explore the ways that plants have learned to survive in the desert 

while visiting the cacti collection at the Gardens! Taste fruit from the 

desert, craft some fabulous desert creations, and take home your 

very own desert plant! 

No Wegmans Family Days during Summer 

First Hand look:  

A view from our 
Marketing Interns 
Joelle Carroll  &  
Tyler Ostanski 

Tyler—All in all I really enjoyed my internship 
experience. I accomplished my goal of getting 
experience in a professional workplace, and 
specifically working in marketing and 
communication setting. We did a lot of work 
with writing press releases, adding events to 
community calendars, and working with hoot 
suite to create mass social media postings. I 
worked with amazing people and staff and my 
fellow intern Joelle was amazing and I got to 
make great connections. I will leave this 
internship with a much greater understanding 
of what it takes to be a professional in a 
professional setting and how to conduct myself. 
I am very thankful to the botanical gardens for 
offering me this internship and for all those at 
Canisius who made this possible. 

 

 

 

Joelle— 
This past semester I was honored to be able to 
complete my internship at the Buffalo and Erie 
County Botanical Gardens. I was able to gain 
more knowledge and experience than I could 
have hoped for. Working for both the marketing 
and special events department was a great 
combination to be immersed in for my first 
internship. I was able to be very hands on when 
it came to learning the ins and outs of 
marketing strategies such a social media 
scheduling, database management, press 
releases, and much more! On the special events 
side of things I was able to see the logistics as to 
how events are planned and executed. I worked 
all the major events the Botanical Gardens 
hosted and as time went on I was able to be 
given more responsibilities. I would recommend 
other students in the future to take the 
opportunity to intern at the Botanical Gardens 
and hope they would have an amazing 
experience just as I had.   

In a heart 

study, conducted by the 

University of Pennsylvania, 

researchers discovered that 

walking past a green space can 

lower your heart rate. Just 

keeping your heart pumping 

slowly is enough to lower your 

lifetime risk of heart disease by 

50%. Looking at plants a few 

minutes every hour or looking at 

greenery reduces your level of 

the stress hormone epinephrine. 

A reduction of 

that hormone 

can reduce your 

heart rate by five 

points or more. 

Spending time 

walking through a park, or even 

better the Botanical Gardens, and 

your heart rate will drop as much 

as 15 points. Check out the web site at 

http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/news/new
s_releases/2015/03/south/ 

- Bob Snyder 

Fun Fact: 

We wish you the  
Best & Most Successful 

Career Path!!! 
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The Star of Spring 
By Linda Mayer 

Magnolia stellata “Star Magnolia” 

Our harbinger of spring is usually the popping up of tulips and daffodils. But, let me 

introduce you to one of the Queens of our Peace Garden that announces spring 

each year, the Star Magnolia. 

She is located in section Magnolia 2, across  from House 10. I am sure you have 

seen the pussy willow-like capsules on the branches of this tree. They are a sign of 

things to come in the early spring. 

A Japanese native named after Pierre Magnol,  a 17
th

 

century botanist, it has been grown in western  gardens 

for over 300 years. 

The white flowers will begin in late March to early April 

with up to 25 tepals and an anthered center. This 

arrangement gives this Magnolia its name “Star Magnolia”. 

They can last for up to 3 weeks. If a frost surprises their 

emergence that is all right because they do not open all at 

once. They will stop opening and wait for warmer 

weather. After the flowers fade the narrow leaves emerge bronze, turn green and 

then in the fall turn yellow. 

The tree grows slowly with multiple branches. The roots are not in a root ball but 

knotted like a rope and grow close to 

the surface which means they do not 

like to be disturbed. The trees trunk is a 

gray color and branches are a chestnut 

brown. 

In the fall it will form a capsule seed 

pod of about 2-3 inches. All the pods 

do not reach maturity  but will fall from 

the tree. Those that are left will split 

open reveling orange seeds that are 

loved by many birds. 
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Botanical Recipes :  

HAVE YOU MET OUR … 

Weddings and Events Coordinator? 

Fix it and Forget it... 

Four Beans and Sausage  

What’s cooking in the Kitchen of … 
Harvey DeFries 

 
 15oz can great northern beans, drained 
 15oz can pinto beans, drained 
 15oz can black beans, rinsed, drained 

 15oz can butter beans, drained 
 1&1/2 cups ketchup 
 1/2 cup onion, chopped 
 1 green pepper chopped – I left this out  
 1 Ib smoked sausage, cut in slices - I cut 

each slice in half 
 1/4 cup of brown sugar 
 2 garlic cloves, minced 
 1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce 
 1/2 tsp. dry mustard 
 1/2 tsp. tobacco sauce – I used Frank’s hot 

sauce instead 
(if you want hotter add 1tea chili powder) 

Directions  

1. Combine all ingredients in slow cooker, 
cover 

2. Cook on low 9-10 hrs, or on high 4-5 hrs  

By: Beth Walkowski 

It is our pleasure to welcome one of our newer staff 

members, Julie Mogavero.  You might recognize her from 

her year spent as an intern in the Marketing Department, 

but after she graduated from Buffalo State with a 

bachelors degree in Public Communications and a minor 

in Hospitality in December, she was hired as a full time 

member of the Wedding and Event Planning Team. We 

are happy to have her as a coordinator for that busy and 

growing department. Her duties involve sales, planning 

and many walk throughs with perspective clients. She 

enjoys working the many special events that the gardens 

provides such as the Lumagination Launch Party and the 

Wedding Open House as well as all the weddings that 

keep her busy throughout the year. If an event happens to 

take place in House 11, all the better - that is her favorite 

house! 

 

 

Julie is a North Buffalo native. 

She attended Holy Angels 

Academy and Buffalo State 

College.  She loves the many 

shops and restaurants in the 

Hertel Avenue area. Watching 

the new developments there 

has made it even more 

enjoyable than ever and easier 

to find her favorite food - 

chicken parm. She and her 

family do their part to beautify 

the area with their traditional 

family gardening. As for many families, Memorial 

Day planting is part of that tradition. She loves the clematis 

from the Great Plant Sale that she added to her garden last 

year and is eagerly anticipating it blooming this spring.  

   

Welcome Julie! 

Recipe for  

Rice Krispy Treats 
From the Kitchen of: Sandy Von & Julia  

Serves a lot 

 1 box organic rice krispies 

 1 c. sunflower seeds 

1c. sesame seeds 

1c. pistachio nuts  

1c. sliced almonds 

1c. coconut 

1c. chia seeds 

1c. chocolate chips    

1 ½ sticks of butter (soft)   

½ c. barley malt 

½ c. rice syrup 

Add to bowl with dry ingredients & stir 

Press into 9x13 pan- if too much use 2 pans 

Chill; Vary ingredients to your taste! 
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Volunteer Sign-Up Break Down  
May & June 2016 

DATE & TIME  DEPARTMENT VOLUNTEER JOB 
May 3-22 10am-3pm Gift Shop  Back Door Admissions  
May 7 5-7:15pm  Weddings  Combo 
May 14 8:30-10:30am  Education   Hypertufa Make-it Take-it 

& 12:30-2pm  
May 16 9-11:30am   Horticulture  GPS prep *stay for lunch 
May 17 9-11:30am   Horticulture  GPS Preorder packing *stay for lunch 
May 18 9-11:30am   Horticulture  GPS Basement admin set up  
May 19 3:45-7:15pm  Horticulture  GPS Presale Pick Up 
May 20 9:45am-8:15pm  Horticulture  GPS 
May 21 8:45am-4:15pm  Horticulture  GPS  
May 21 9:30-2:15   Education   Wegmans Family Day 
May 21 11am-2pm   Weddings   Ceremony & Combo 

& 4-7pm  
May 28 11am-2pm  Weddings   Ceremony 
May 29 4-7:15pm  Weddings   Combo  
May 30 11am- 1pm  Weddings   Ceremony  
June 22 5-11pm  Special Events Starry Night 
June 25 & 26 8am-5pm Special Events Art at the Gardens 
Dates Vary   Guest Services & Gift Shop  
Ongoing     Horticulture  Mum Militia 
Ongoing    Horticulture  Watering- Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri, Sun 

 
Let the Program & Volunteer Coordinator know if you can help! 

Karen Hammer—Program & Volunteer Coordinator 
827-1584 ext. 207 - khammer@buffalogardens.com 
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“What am I?” is a new “Volunteer Under the Dome” series aimed at challenging our 

knowledge and love of plants at the Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens. Each release 
of this series will feature information on a plant in our conservatory with clues such as the 

growing origin, foliage or fruiting description, and unique characteristics. The challenge is for 
you, the reader, to determine what this plant may be. Answers to each challenge will be  

included in the following “Volunteer Under the Dome” release.  Comments and suggestions 
for improvements are always welcomed.  So let’s get started with the current challenge! 

What  

am i? 

By : Susan Maas 

    What am I? Challenge 3 
I am a columnar cactus that is native to northwestern Mexico and the California Baja 

peninsula. I have perennial nocturnal flowers that are about 3 inches long and only open 

for one night.  My berries are approximately the size of a golf-ball, and have fuzzy spines 

all over the outside. My berries are sometimes used to make jelly since they are very rich in 

pectin.  My stem is thick and the branching pattern of my arms maximizes the efficient 

capture of the sun’s radiation.  I also absorb carbon dioxide during the cooler night hours 

making me very water efficient.   I like sandy, well-drained soil and frost-free conditions.  

Although I am slow growing, I am long lived with a lifespan that may reach hundreds of 

years and can be very tall upon maturity.   Answer in the next issue. 

WAYS TO USE PALMS 
By : Donna Ludwig 

When I was collecting information on what Palms were, I found a few uses for 

the palm.  Every part of that very tall grass can be used.  Remember, the middle 

of the palm is all fiber and that is where the growth is, not under the bark like 

the trees we have in WNY. 

Now to investigate a few of the common uses, including coconuts, coconut 

water, coconut milk, dates, oil, brooms, baskets and roofing (if you live in the 

tropics) to name a few.  They can  also be used make ropes, hats, hammocks  

rattan wickerware and flooring.  If you dig a little deeper there is syrup, wine,  

clothing and hats, brushes, bracelets, dyes, wax, soap and the list goes on.     

If you watch the palms, you can often see bunches of hanging fruit.  The Foxtail 

palms, Fishtail, and  Betel nuts are often dropping fruit in the Dome.  Then there 

are those branches that come crashing down now and again.  We see the mess 

they make.  Fruit to be swept up, branches dragged out.  Now I wonder if there 

is a use for those items in their natural environment. 

As you can see, there are many ways to use those 2500 different species of palms. Just think of the impact palms have on our day 

to day lives.  Then we see an article about how the palms are being cut down to grow other crops.  I wonder if there is as much 

diversity in the new crops.   

What am I Answer 2 April Issue:  

I am a White Sapote native to Central America and also known as a Mexican apple!  My scientific 

name is Casimiroa edulis. The genus name is purported to be named for an Otomi Indian, 

Casimiro Gomex who fought and died in the Mexican war of independence.  I can be grown 

wherever oranges can grow.   A large tree can produce a ton of fruit per year, hence care should 

be taken in considering the mess made by unpicked fruit before determining any non-

commercial planting location.  My fruit must be handled with care even when unripe as it bruises 

easily which will blacken and leave the flesh beneath it bitter.  I am currently located in the 

Panama Cloud Forest House.  Please come visit!  
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Getting to know KATHY PAINE 

If you need to put a smile on your face, 

find Kathy Paine and she will do just 

that!  One of our most cheerful and 

enthusiastic volunteers, Kathy has been 

spreading her goodwill here at the 

Gardens for the last nine years, especially 

since she retired from nursing at 

Women's and Children's Hospital where 

she worked for 30 years as a 

Pediatrics Infant care nurse.  

She has done many different jobs at the 

Gardens from horticulture, working 

special events and being on the Holiday 

Luncheon committee. She currently 

waters House 9 on a regular basis. This 

works out well as it's her favorite house! She enjoys the 

wide variety of plants as well as all of the beautiful 

seasonal displays.  Her tender loving care keeps them all 

in good shape. In addition to that, she enjoys working 

with the succulents and making the topiaries for the 

succulent show.  

Kathy grew up in Amherst but currently lives in 

Arcade. There, on her many acres of land, she 

can garden and raise her dogs - Kathy's other 

passion. Kathy breeds, shows and handles 

French Bulldogs. She is a member of the French 

Bulldog Club of America as well as the 

American Kennel Club. She currently has three 

French bulldogs and plans on breeding one 

very soon. Her husband has two German short 

haired pointers. It is a busy house!  

To her husband’s delight, her 

most recent focus is on 

homemade breads. If not 

cooking herself, a good 

Mexican meal hits the spot, 

especially a trip to her favorite 

restaurant, Grandma Mora's.  

Whether cooking, gardening or 

being with her dogs, Kathy is always a busy lady. We are 

thrilled she spends some of that time with us!! 

By: Beth Walkowski 

Meet our newest horticulturist, John 

Santomieri. John has been with us for 

about 4 months and has already made 

an impact on the Gardens. Prior to 

coming to the Gardens he worked at 

the Mansion on Delaware and the 

Knox Michaels Estate in Buffalo. He calls the city home.  

John feels that his job is to help steward the plant 

collection, preserve and maintain it as a resource for the 

community. His most recent favorite task was 

Lumagination because of the different visitor 

perspective. John has difficulty picking a favorite area at 

the Gardens, Houses 5 and 12 are his top 2.  

There are other sides to John, he is an artist. One of the 

top things he wants to do is bring the medicinal plants 

inside and out to the forefront. 

If you haven’t met John, make an effort to see him 

somewhere around the Gardens and say hi. 

A new addition to our team : 

John Santomieri 
By: Sharon Reader 

It’s spring!  
Time to get your gardens 

ready for the season. Here 

are a few tips to help your 

garden grow.  

Leave the leaves inside 

your garden beds! Leaves will break down and fertilize 

your plants, enrich your soil and prevent erosion. Save 

yourself the time and effort and let Mother Nature do all 

the hard work.  

Cut back your perennials to about two or three inches from 

the ground. Don’t forget your butterfly bushes! Saw out all 

the old wood down till where  you can see new buds.  

Don’t cut back your spring bulbs! Leave the leaves until 

they begin to die back. You can deadhead the flowers after 

they are done blooming and before they make seedheads.  

If growing leaves are in the way of planting annuals, tie 

them back with rubber bands!  

Got weeds? If you have any in flower make sure you pull 

them before they spread their seeds.  

For more Spring garden tips, walk 

through the Gardens and see what 

everyone is up to! 

Garden tips  

from our 

Horticulture Staff  

By John Santomieri 
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Happy Mother’s Day!  
By : Carol-Jo Pope  

The Plant of the Month is the official Mother’s Day flower: The 

Carnation, symbol of Mother’s Love.  

The official flower of Mother’s Day was originally the Chrysanthemum. 

Was the pun not well received? The tradition of gifting carnations 

began on the first official celebration of Mother’s Day, May 10, 1908. 

Miss Anna Jarvis, who was instrumental in having Mother’s Day 

declared a national holiday in the United States, sent 500 white 

carnations to the Andrews Methodist Episcopal Church in Grafton, 

West Virginia. She explained the reason for the selection of the flower: 

 “The white carnation is preferred because it be thought to typify 
 some of the virtues of motherhood… whiteness stands for purity… 
 it’s lasting qualities: faithfulness… its fragrance: love… its wide field of growth: charity...its form: 
 beauty…”  

As a custom, red carnations are worn to honor living mothers and white worn for deceased 

mothers.  

Carnation is the common name for the cultivated Dianthus caryophyllus ‘Clove-Pink’. It is possible 

that the name carnation came from coronation, since the 

dented leaves of the flower resemble a crown. Carnations 

are also considered Devine Flowers. The carnation has 

been cultivated for thousands of years from its supposed 

native home in the Mediterranean, which may account for 

the idea of it being a divine with all those gods and 

goddess romping around early Athens and Rome. But 

truth is… Dianthus was named by a Greek botanist 

Theophrastus 2000 years ago from “dios” - divine and 

“anthos”- flower. But I like the idea of the romping deities.  

The Dianthus genus is HUGE with 300 species. Dianthus 

cover a huge zonal area from 3 to 10. Dianthus 
caryophyllus with long 18 to 30 inch stems favored by 

florists grows only in zones 8-10. Colombia, South America 

is the largest grower of carnations.  

Those Dianthus suited to our area are herbaceous 

perennials, which means that they die completely back in 

the winter. ALL Dianthus stems and leaves are glaucus 
(Lat.) meaning bluish grey or green. Flowers are produced 

singly or up to five together in a cyme.  

Dianthus are drought tolerant, deer resistant, fragrant, 

grow in sun to part sun. They attract hummingbirds and 

butterflies. Their growth habits are all over the auction as 

well: from ground covers to the leggy florist beauties.  

Count your blessings and your carnations this Mother’s 
Day.  

    "MOTHERS GARDEN" 

 

    My Mother kept a garden, 

    a garden of the heart, 

    She planted all the good things 

    that gave my life it's start. 

    She turned me to the sunshine 

    and encouraged me to dream, 

    Fostering and nurturing 

    the seeds of self-esteem... 

    And when the winds and rain came, 

    she protected me enough-- 

    But not too much because she knew 

    I'd need to stand up strong and 

tough. 

    Her constant good example 

    always taught me right from wrong-- 

    Markers for my pathway 

    that will last a lifetime long. 

    I am my Mother's garden. 

    I am her legacy- 

    And I hope today she feels the love 

    reflected back from me 

 

    Author unknown 

-Submitted by Bob Snyder 
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Promotion! 

BOTANICAL GARDENS HISTORY By Bob Snyder  

BOTANICAL GARDENS HISTORY  

By Bob Snyder  

Continued from last issue… 

In 1979, just two years before Erie County bought the Botanical Gardens, a small group of 

locally concerned citizens began exploring ways to save it. Early meetings of the newly 

formed group met across the street from the Gardens in the home of Mrs. Florence DeLuiso. 

Mrs. DeLuiso was a retired head librarian from the University of Buffalo Art Library. From her 

home on South Park Avenue it was easy for her to make many visits to the Gardens. Because 

of her keen sense of observation, Mrs. DeLuiso could see that the Gardens would not last if 

changes were not made soon. With support from County Legislator Joan Bozer, the group 

formed a botanical gardens society and began exploring ways to help save a Buffalo, New 

York landmark. 

Mrs. DeLuiso was elected as the first president of The Society on April 28, 1981 at the Society’s 

first meeting. This past April marks the thirty fifth year since the Society held that first meeting. 

The new Society set many goals designed to help the Gardens.  Three of those goals were; a 

docent program, a botanical library and promoting the Gardens year round. The Society also 

did hands-on work as well. Members assisted in building maintenance, building 

improvements and in horticultural work. 

The Society began publishing their first quarterly publication, Under the Dome, in 1981. It was 

the brainchild of Society member Jean Gier who was its first editor. This newsletter was 

intended to get the public more involved in the Gardens. A series of public lectures were also 

scheduled and an annual photography contest was planned. 

In 1983, when John Pax was president, the Society was incorporated as a not-for-profit 

agency.  Mr. Pax began the sale of surplus flowers after the flower shows and he was in office during the renovation of houses two 

and three. 

Mrs. Mary Freeland followed Mr. Pax as president in 1985. She foresaw the need to organize the Garden volunteers so that they 

could better support the Gardens. The Society became a member of the Museum Education Consortium of Buffalo during her term 

in office. 

Mr. Raymond Wylegala became Society president in 1987. The Society gained tax free status at that time as a way to encourage 

donations from the public to the Gardens. 

Mary Jane Mills became the next president of the Society and she was in office during the 90th Anniversary Celebration of the 

Botanical Gardens. Mrs. Maria Gerbracht was celebration chairperson. 

To all:  I have asked Kristin Pochopin to serve as interim 

Director of Horticulture, which she has accepted. Please 

join me in welcoming her to this position. I am confident 

that Kristin will carry out her new responsibilities well and 

ask everyone on the staff to work with her during 

this period of transition. 

Thanks. 

CEO Dave Swarts 
Congratz !! 

Head Horticulturalist  

Kristin Pochopin  



Gardens Volunteers contribute their exceptional abilities and 

expertise to benefit our ever-growing community and 

recognize and share our mission of advancing appreciation for 

and knowledge of plant life and its connection to people and 

cultures through its documented living plant collection, 

historic conservatory, education, research and exhibits.  
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Administration 

David J. Swarts 
President/CEO 

ext. 202 - dswarts@buffalogardens.com 

Erin Grajek 
Associate Vice President of Marketing 

& Visitor Experience 
ext. 204 - egrajek@buffalogardens.com 

Julie DeCarolis 
Senior Director of Operations 

ext. 200 - jdecarolis@buffalogardens.com 

Development 

Brittany Finnegan-Zandi 
Director of Development 

ext. 203 - bzandi@buffalogardens.com 

Education 

Kristy Schmitt 
Director of Education 

ext. 291 - kschmitt@buffalogardens.com   

Jolene Baj 
Education Coordinator 

ext. 292 - jbaj@buffalogardens.com 

Amanda Oldham 
Education Assistant 

aoldham@buffalogardens.com 

 

Facilities 

Todd Zintz 
Director of Facilities 

ext. 214 - tzintz@buffalogardens.com 

Jason Kostusiak 
Facilities Assistant 

Guest Services & Gift Shop 

Denise Nichols 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Manager 

ext. 209 - dnichols@buffalogardens.com 

Mary Jane Stefano 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

Holly Bloom 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

Cheryl  Porter 
Guest Services & Gift Shop Associate 

Gift Shop - ext. 212 

 

 

 

 

 

Horticulture 

Kristin Pochopin 
Horticulturist 

ext. 228 - kpochopin@buffalogardens.com 

John Santomieri 
Horticulturist 

ext. 208 - jsantomieri@buffalogardens.com 

Darla Mohrlock 
Gardener 

dmohrlock@buffalogardens.com 

Weddings and Private Events 

Christina Stannard 
Director of Weddings and Special Events 
ext. 219 - cstannard@buffalogardens.com 

Julie Mogavero 
Weddings and Special Events Coordinator 
ext. 220 - jmogavero@buffalogardens.com 

Volunteers & Programs 

Karen Hammer 
Program & Volunteer Coordinator 

ext. 207 - khammer@buffalogardens.com 


