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author’s meaning, theories that too often stem from a priori assumptions. Excuses are offered 
along the lines that “the author couldn’t have meant such and such,” but if he did, it only 
could be by way of a scribal error of some kind. While in no way insensitive or deaf to the 
nuances of textual criticism, Bateman and Varner are committed to explaining the text in a 
detailed, grammatical, and syntactical fashion. They also occasionally move into more of the 
commentary “mode” by providing grammatical and lexical “nuggets.” 

This approach also comes with a weakness, however. In breaking down clauses this way, 
the authors desire to “trace James’s flow of thought” (42). After reading page after page of this 
analysis, you might wonder if they actually accomplished this goal. Just as biblical “meaning” 
cannot be reduced to what a single verse says, the attempt to capture a biblical author’s flow 
of thought through the clausal dissection of a passage runs the risk of missing the forest for the 
trees.  

To cite one instance, consider their analysis of James 1:18. The clausal focus of the 
authors engages the semantic significance of the aorist participle βουληθείς. They argue it has 
a temporal (when he willed), not instrumental (of or by his will) meaning. But, noting merely 
that εἰς το εἶναι is “syntactically . . .  a dependent infinitive clause” and saying nothing further, 
the “big idea” of James is somehow missed.  

That big idea is nothing less than God’s semi-realized (but sufficient) eschatological 
provision for his exiled people with all they need to live out their faith in a hostile, fallen world. 
This theme is introduced in 1:5, reiterated in 1:12, and climaxes in 1:17–18, where it is clothed 
in the language of the new creation. It serves not only as an introduction to James’s letter, but 
also as an invitation to the reader to interpret the whole of James’s pastoral address both 
theologically and redemptive historically. 

In conclusion, Bateman and Varner have, on the whole, provided an able analysis of 
James. They situate the letter in the mainstream of Christian theological writing in the New 
Testament. They address (if compactly, or in “nugget” form) most of the major issues con-
fronting the reader. But, important as the clauses (and theological “nuggets”) of James’s epistle 
are, grasping the “big idea” of James requires situating it within the canon of the NT, and, 
indeed, within the scope of redemptive history.  

Thus, while the authors do mostly succeed in detailing the relationship between the inde-
pendent and dependent clauses in James (21)—a laudable commitment to the detail of the 
letter of James sometimes overlooked by other commentaries—the overarching significance 
(the “big idea”) of the Epistle of James is underdeveloped in this work. Remembering that 
their goal is not to “replace current commentaries,” Bateman and Varner’s contribution could 
be useful as a companion volume to other works. But will a busy pastor have time for both? 
 

Phil Henry 
Pastor, Mercy Hill Presbyterian Church, Glassboro, NJ 

 
The Church’s Hope: The Reformed Doctrine of the End, vol. 2: The Coming of Christ, by DAVID 

J. ENGELSMA. Jenison, MI: Reformed Free Publishing Association, 2022. Pp. 208. ISBN 
9781736815427  
 
While the intention for John in writing Revelation was “Blessed is the one who reads aloud 
the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in 
it, for the time is near” (Rev. 1:3), Christians for millennia have been anything but blessed. 
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The study of the end times is fraught with controversy and division. Amid the noise and 
confusion that leaves churchgoers to throw up their hands and pursue more “essential” doc-
trines, David Engelsma has given an exegetically sound and Christ-exalting exposition on the 
Reformed doctrine of the end. This is the second book in a two-part series covering the 
Reformed position on eschatology. The first volume dealt with the topic of views of the millen-
nium, and this one narrates Christ’s Parousia or the second coming.  

This book fits two major categories. Positively, it is an articulation and defense of the 
Reformed doctrine of the end. More particularly, it can be aptly labeled a Dutch Reformed 
articulation of this doctrine. Engelsma finds many of his proofs in the Three Forms of Unity 
and in Dutch theologians such as Herman Bavinck, A. A. Hoekema, G. C. Berkouwer, and 
Heinrich Heppe. Drawing heavily on the confessions of both major Presbyterian and Re-
formed traditions and the ancient creeds of the church catholic, Engelsma presents for the 
reader a biblically sound view of amillennial eschatology in a Dutch Calvinist vein.  

Negatively, this book is polemically written against all positions that do not align with 
this view. Dispensational premillennialism and Christian Reconstruction postmillennialism, 
Arminianism, Roman Catholicism, Pelagianism, universalism, annihilationism, Reformed 
churches holding to federal vision, Anabaptist views, and Protestant liberalism are all found to 
be wanting and condemned for how they lead God’s people astray with their false teaching.  

Following the timeline of eschatological events, Engelsma walks the reader through the 
end of days when the scroll will finally be unrolled by the Lamb who is worthy. Chapter 1 pre-
ludes with the precursory signs of the end: the preaching of the gospel to all nations, apostasy, 
and the appearance of Antichrist. The purpose of the signs is to keep the believer in a state of 
hopeful expectation that the Lord will return any second, knowing that he comes quickly. 
Chapters 2–7 take on each of the signs respectively. Engelsma narrates the chronological 
unfolding of the signs before the Parousia, giving detailed descriptions of each of the signs.  

The most striking feature of these chapters is the one on Antichrist. Engelsma states that 
“Antichrist is a worldwide political power, a religious entity, and an individual—a male indi-
vidual” (72). The male was a special designation to refute feminist readings of the text. We 
read here that Antichrist is going to be a worldwide political power, which negates the original 
writing of the Westminster Confession that the pope was the Antichrist. He is a political and 
religious leader whose sole purpose is to turn people away from the worship of God. It is hard 
to read this work and not think of the modern secular state pushing specific agendas that fly 
entirely in the face of biblical orthodoxy. “The main doctrine of this kingdom is that man is 
God” (74). Espousing the same lie the serpent told Adam and Eve in the garden—that they 
will be like God—the kingdom of Antichrist will exult man as the maker of his own destiny, 
apart from trust in God.  

Yet even amid the horrifying nature of Antichrist and his coming kingdom, Christ will 
return already victorious in his Parousia (chap. 8)—bloodied by his death on the cross, carrying 
a sword, with the church triumphant to defeat evil once and for all. Thankfully, we know the 
end of the story: Christ wins.  

This victory will be won after a final resurrection from the dead of both the just and the 
unjust and a worldwide judgment (chaps. 9 and 10). “The main purpose of God with teaching 
and preaching of the final judgment is the salvation of the elect” (155). Good news is offered 
to those who place their trust in Christ; they are judged fully and entirely at the end of the age 
for everything they have done and are entirely exonerated on behalf of the finished work of 
Christ. Engelsma pastorally tends to the anxious consciousness about the end when he says, 
“Terror at the thought of the final judgment on the part of the believer is a spiritual disease, 
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from which he must be healed by the medicine of the gospel of grace. Those who instill terror 
into a believer over the judgment, whether at his death or on the world’s last day, as some 
ministers do, are bad physicians of souls” (156).  

This volume excels in explaining the significant texts related to the end: Daniel, Matthew 
23–25, and Revelation. It gives a complete and straightforward introduction that would serve 
well for a pastor to hand to his congregant confused about eschatology. I wish Engelsma would 
have engaged with the Reformed premillennialism espoused by men like William Barker, 
James Montgomery Boice, and J. Oliver Buswell. Their position, too, is within the bounds of 
historic Reformed orthodoxy, and not engaging with it is one prominent blind spot of the 
book. Yet, overall, Engelsma succeeds at encouraging the reader to echo the last words of both 
this book and of Scripture, “Come, Lord Jesus!” (Rev. 22:20b). 
 

MITCHELL DIXON 
Cru Mid-Missouri 

MDiv (Church Planting), Covenant Theological Seminary 

 
Participation and Atonement: An Analytic and Constructive Account, by OLIVER D. CRISP. 
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2022. Pp. 259 + xi. ISBN 978-0801049965 
 
Oliver Crisp has been a prolific participant in the project of analytic theology. Much of his 
work has centered on the person and work of Christ, with such publications as Divinity and 
Humanity, The Word Enfleshed, and Approaching the Atonement, alongside numerous journal 
articles exploring related dogmatic loci. In his work more broadly, Crisp seeks to express the 
logic behind various theological assertions often made of Christ and his work, in order to 
present a clear, logically sound, and comprehensive doctrine for the sake of the church. 
 Crisp’s most recent book, Participation and Atonement, draws together the multivalent 
strands of his previous work into a dogmatically minimalist presentation of the work of Christ 
as “a vicarious, reparative, and penitential act of soteriological representation” (148, emphasis ori-
ginal). By “dogmatically minimalist,” Crisp intends to convey an understanding of the atone-
ment that is relatively “thin” in its dogmatic claims. While there are some aspects of atonement 
doctrine which Crisp would like to clarify—particularly the mechanism by which sinful 
humans are reconciled to God—he resists setting forth a more exhaustive account. This, for 
Crisp, allows readers from many different theological and confessional backgrounds to affirm 
what is presented, rather like a diplomatic statement is carefully worded in order to promote 
unanimous agreement. Such ecumenical aspirations are admirable, though the comparison to 
a diplomatic statement may also evoke less favorable connotations, as will be seen below. 
 Before beginning his constructive work, which takes up the third part of the book, Crisp 
first lays some methodological groundwork (part 1) and critically examines four prominent 
models of the atonement (part 2). In the first part of the book, Crisp analyzes several terms of 
art in theological discussions of the atonement. Chapter 1 focuses on this disambiguation, 
making a helpful distinction between doctrines, theories, motifs, and models of the atonement. 
While it is unlikely that Crisp’s proposals here will find large-scale adoption among scholars 
in the field, they helpfully clarify the aims of the book. Crisp’s account is not merely a motif 
(which bears little explanatory or dogmatic content), nor something as comprehensive as a 
doctrine or theory (which would entail broader claims than Crisp intends to make). Rather, 
this book offers a model that fits into a wider series of theological claims. I note in passing that 




