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When was the last time you read or
studied the Book of Job? We know
the story of Job, how the man was
bereft of his earthly possessions
and his seven sons and three
daughters. We know that Satan
and Jehovah had a discussion
about Job, and that Jehovah had
permitted Satan to bring difficulty
into Job’s life, but Satan was not to
touch him. Next, for many chapters
Job’s three friends brought
speeches against Job, who was a
godly man. Then we read of Elihu’s
speech and God’s revelation of
himself to Job. In the end Job again
knows God’s blessing. It is in the
chapters concerning his friends’
speeches that we sometimes get
confused.

Our good brother has given us a
short commentary on this book—
not a verse-by-verse commentary
but a commentary, nevertheless.
His purpose is to open the book
and its point for the readers. He

even includes a few pages of

questions to guide readers in study.

Rev. Hanko lays before us the
theme: “The book of Job is God’s
own word concerning pain and
suffering, especially the suffering
of his people.” Job was a historical
person mentioned in James 5 and
twice in Ezekiel 14. Hanko writes
that though some scholars want

to date the book from the return
from the Babylonian captivity,
there is reason to date it very early;
perhaps it is “the earliest Book

of the Bible.” Perhaps Job was

a contemporary of Abraham. He
writes that the book “is important in
that it shows the struggles of God’s
people in their sufferings go back
to the earliest times.” Further, he
points out that most of us will not
be called upon to suffer as did Job,
but when we know the attributes
of God we have learned of them
through trials.
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This little work is gigantic in its
lessons. We would do well—even
in the midst of trials—to read and
study it prayerfully.

JOB

GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY
IN SUFFERING

ulien

is a retired pastor and a member of Walker United Reformed Church

Nov/Dec 20211 31



