
As his wife finished filling out the paperwork, Domingo told 
me about his upcoming trip to visit family in the Philippines. 
He was looking forward to the warm weather, he noted, as 
we shivered against the late November cold. At that moment 
his wife popped out of the cab of their pickup and handed me 
our copies of the shipping paperwork. We said our goodbyes 
and they drove off. I quickly closed the overhead door to the 
warehouse, and headed back into the warm office.

The two boxes of books that Domingo Galang drove 
away with had a much longer journey ahead of them than 
he, even though their destination was the same part of the 
world. The boxes were on their way to Rev. Daniel Kleyn, 
missionary of the Protestant Reformed Churches in the 
Philippines, and his wife Sharon. Domingo is a driver for 
LBC Express, a company that ships goods from the United 
States to the Philippines. After he picks up boxes from our 
warehouse, Domingo delivers them to Chicago to be loaded 
into a shipping container with others just like them. Once 
the container is full it is railed to the West Coast, where it is 
loaded on a ship and sent to Manila and the Kleyns.

Every six or eight weeks, Sharon Kleyn emails us an order 
of anywhere from 60–300 books to restock their bookstore 
in the Philippines, the Reformed Bookshelf. Because she 
orders such large quantities at a time, the books qualify 
for wholesale prices. The Kleyns are able to further reduce 
the retail price of the books and sell them at an 80–85% 
discount, subsidized with money from the Philippines 
Book Fund. This fund is supported by the collections of 
the Protestant Reformed Churches in America (PRCA) 
and by individual donors in the United States and Canada. 
Sharon reports how very thankful she and Rev. Kleyn are 

for “the love shown by the PRCA in this way for the saints 
here.” One pastor in the Philippines, a newer contact of the 
missionaries, wrote them, “Thank you for your ministry 
of the inexpensive books. But they are the best quality of 
content and kind of print and paper! Best buy!” This pastor 
was in a quandary when he saw their book table for the 
first time—he couldn’t decide which books to get, because 
he wanted them all! 

While discounts make the books much more affordable, 
purchasing the books is still a major financial commitment 
for Filipinos. Sharon’s consistent need to order books in 
such large numbers speaks well of Filipinos’ desire for good 
Reformed literature. “The young people are as eager as 
the adults to read our books, but they have a hard time 
affording them,” Sharon says. “Because of this difficulty 
we sometimes offer free books or bigger discounts for the 
young people at our conferences.” 

When Sharon’s orders arrive in our inbox, we can see that 
certain books are especially popular. Sharon confirms this. 

“Saved by Grace is our top seller. Especially when people 
first come to the Reformed faith, this book is a clear, easy 
to understand, solid explanation of the doctrines of grace. 
Then after they themselves have continued on to other 
reading, they still like to buy the book to give to friends and 
contacts that they have. Doctrine According to Godliness 
is also very helpful to new believers and very popular. Prof. 
[David] Engelsma’s book, Marriage, the Mystery of Christ 
and the Church, is hard to keep in stock, as are Reformed 
Dogmatics and the Triple Knowledge. I know at least one 
man who reads Triple Knowledge in preparation for the 
Heidelberg Catechism sermons each Sunday morning.” 
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Getting books into eager hands By Alex Kalsbeek

“Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following.” Psalm 48:13



The RFPA staff has always wanted to tour one of the printing 
companies where we have our books printed. Earlier this 
year Alex contacted our sales rep at Color House Graphics 
in Grand Rapids, MI about possibly setting up a tour at 
Color House while one of our books was being printed.  
A few months later in April, we received an email from our 
rep asking if we wanted to come and watch Here We Stand 
printed that day. We dropped everything and made our way 
over to Color House.

Even though all the machines weren’t running the plant 
mananger took us on a tour of the warehouse facility where 

Color House Graphics tour

Getting books into eager hands, continued

After Sharon emails the order, Miriam and Paula—our 
expert book packers—gather all the books and begin 
packing. As Miriam carefully wraps stack after stack of 
books in bubble wrap, Paula arranges the stacks to fill the 
box. It isn’t as easy as it sounds! It is like putting together 
a 3-D puzzle, filling in every available space with books! 
When Paula can’t fit any more books into the box, she 
addresses it and Miriam tapes it. And tapes it. And tapes it.

After we’ve packed the box (or boxes, if the order is large 
enough) we push it via cart into the warehouse where it 
waits for Domingo to pick it up. We always like large orders 
like these because we get to see product moving out of the 
warehouse. Enough product going out means we’ll have 
space available for the new books that come in. Ultimately, 
we are excited to see books going out because we know it 
means the truth is going out.

The Filipinos are as happy to receive our books as we are 
to send them. They see our advertisements for new titles 
but have to wait—sometimes months—for the new books 
to get to them. Sharon writes that “they buy [the books] 
because they want to learn and grow in the Reformed 
faith and understanding of the Scriptures. They know 
they can expect meaty content. The books are biblical and 
clear, instructive and distinctive, so that they can grow not 
only in their knowledge, but also in the Christian life. It’s 
amazing how they devour even the heavier reading, even 
though English is their second language. They are excited 
about our books!”

we saw the equipment that is used during the printing process. 
Shortly after we entered the warehouse we came across the 
stack of the printed book covers for Here We Stand, all ready 
for the binding process. Not far away stood the Heidelberg 
Speedmaster press, printing the interior pages of the book on 
big sheets of paper that would eventually get folded for the 
binding process. (We thought the name of the printer was 
pretty cool.)

Finally getting to be on site at a printing facility was quite 
something. Overall we had a wonderful “field trip!”

Though he might not know exactly what is in the books 
we publish, Domingo’s periodic visits are a crucial step in 
the process of getting our books from the RFPA into the 
eager hands of those hungry for the truth in the Philippines. 

In collaboration with the RFPA, the Protestant Reformed Churches in 
the Philippines are in the process of printing the bible story book Come, 
Ye Children in Tagalog. Because the printing quality is better here in 
the United States than in the Philippines, the RFPA is printing the book. 
The costs for typesetting, printing, and shipping will be funded by the 
Philippines Book Fund. Please consider donating funds to the Philippines 
Book Fund to help cover these expenses and support this worthy cause.



It’s been approximately five months since the RFPA published 
T is for Tree: A Bible ABC, so we are excited to announce 
two new books to be released in the first half of the 2018–
19 fiscal year. The first is a picture book for young children 
called His Mercy Endureth Forever, illustrated by Kathleen 
DeJong, a member of Peace Protestant Reformed Church 
in Lansing, Illinois. The second is God’s Mighty Acts, a 
Bible story book written by Rev. Nathan Langerak, pastor 
of Crete Protestant Reformed Church in Crete, Illinois, and 
illustrated by Michael Welply.

His Mercy Endureth Forever (November 2018)
The content of this book is the familiar 
words of Psalm 136. Each verse briefly 
explains God’s faithfulness in Old 
Testament history or in the creation and 
then concludes with the repeating line 

“for his mercy endureth forever.” The 
illustrations include full-page paintings 
created with acrylics and simple line 
illustrations to enhance the paintings. 
Not only are the illustrations engaging, 
they serve the beautiful message of the psalm: God is 
faithful to his covenant people and to their children. To 
introduce RFPA readers to Kathleen and this new concept 
of children’s literature, we recently interviewed her about 
her illustration work and her upcoming book. Below is an 
excerpt from the interview:

1. Why did you choose to illustrate a psalm? Why did you choose 
to illustrate this particular psalm?
Psalms are some of the easiest Bible passages to follow, 
which works well for a children’s book. Psalm 136 in 
particular has a lot of beautiful imagery to make art from.

2. Were there any children that you 
especially had in mind when you 
created your illustrations? What did 
you want them to get out of the book? 
I had my nieces and nephews in mind. 
I want them to see how beautiful and 
diverse God’s creation is, from fields to 
mountains and the changing sky, and 
how amazing his miracles are, like the 
pillar of fire and just giving us food 
every day. His mercy endures forever. 

3. What do you think is the benefit of a book that contains only 
the words from a Bible passage with illustrations?
Having this psalm illustrated gives you pictures to think 
of when you read it. For people who learn in a more 
visual way, this can even help them memorize the psalm.

4. Was there a particular message you were hoping to get 
across in your illustrations?

Upcoming children’s books I wanted to get across the scope of God’s creation in 
many of the illustrations, which I hope I did by keeping 
the people small and the backgrounds large and colorful. 
God’s creation is so vast and complex, and yet he made 
us the objects of his love. For this and all the other things 
he has done for us we live gratefully every minute. 

Watch our blog and the Standard Bearer for announcements 
about preordering this book!

God’s Mighty Acts (February 2018) 
This book is the first in a series of read-
aloud Bible story books for ages 7–10 
called Tell His Wonders. Each book 
deals with a different theme in the Bible, 
such as God’s friends; the prophets of 
God; and the miracles of Jesus. Rev. 
Langerak’s first purpose with this series 
is to emphasize God’s eternal covenant 
of grace made with his people in Christ 
in which God promises to save believers and their seed. He 
also intends that the books teach the doctrinal truth of 
biblical history while avoiding the pitfall of merely making 
the history a moral lesson. 

God’s Mighty Acts, the first book in the series, relates 
some of the great saving acts of God in the Old Testament, 
such as creation, the flood, and the tower of Babel. Here we 
quote Rev. Langerak on his intentions with these stories: 

They show one of the most important of God’s perfections: 
his steadfast covenant faithfulness to his promise over 
against the unfaithfulness and sin of his people. He is the 
God whose word is truth. Upon this perfection of God 
the salvation of God’s people depends. We see this most 
gloriously in the cross of Jesus Christ where he did not 
spare his own Son for our sake.

The book also contains a few personal mighty acts of God 
such as his sovereign, electing choice of Jacob; his decree 
that David be Israel’s king; and his forgiveness of David’s 
sin with Bathsheba. Rev. Langerak explains these stories as

…mighty acts of God in the hearts and lives of his people…
[They]…impress on us that our God is a mighty and 
faithful God who is both willing and able to save his 
people from their sins and who has done so in Jesus Christ.

The illustrator, Michael Welply, has begun to sketch out 
his plans for the artwork to be included in this book. If you 
are familiar with the Random House Book of Bible Stories, 
you have probably seen Mr. Welply’s work before. Look for 
more updates on this book in the months to come!

paula.kamps
Cross-Out
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In March, the RFPA office staff received an email from 
Karl Dykstra, a church history teacher at Covenant 
Christian High School in Grand Rapids, MI. His students 
were learning about the Belgic Confession and its author, 
Guido de Bres. The project he assigned the students was 
to write and illustrate a very simple children’s book on 
the life of Guido de Bres. Karl’s request was that we be 
the judges of the finished products. We would assess the 
students’ books and award a prize to the top contenders.

We jumped at the opportunity. This was a chance to connect 
with the next generation of readers. We had an enjoyable 
time looking through the students’ work. They put a lot 
of creativity into their books—one group gave their book 
an ISBN, and one even dedicated their book to the RFPA!

Alex, an RFPA staff member, was then invited to come 
speak to the students for a class period. He explained what 
is involved in book publishing and tied it in with the students’ 
own books. Those who produced what we judged to be the 
best books were able to pick out a free RFPA book. Alex 
also talked about what the RFPA is—noting that it is not 
the RBO (Reformed Book Outlet), a wonderful little store 

A contest

in Hudsonville, MI that sells RFPA material. And he gave a 
church history lesson of his own to the students, laying out 
the connection the RFPA has with the foundation of the 
Protestant Reformed Churches in America.

A new RFPA marketing venture is the recent production of video interviews of the  
authors and editors of new books. Our very first author interview was of  
Rev. Nathan Langerak on his book Walking in the Way of Love, a commentary 
on 1 Corinthians. Upcoming interviews to be published on our YouTube channel 
include Prof. Ronald Cammenga on Here We Stand: Commemorating the 500th 
Anniversary of the Reformation, Connie Meyer on T is for Tree: A Bible ABC, and 
Rev. Martyn McGeown on Grace and Assurance: The Message of the Canons of 
Dordt (August 2018) and his commentary on the book of Micah (November 2018).

To view current and future author interviews, please visit the RFPA’s YouTube 
channel at: ReformedFreePub.

Author videos

Reader feedback

Alex interviewing Prof. Cammenga, editor of 
Here We Stand

“Thank you very much for your blogs! It 
is always heartwarming to see a defense 
for the truth.”—a reader of the RFPA blog

“Blessings upon all at RFPA. We are fed by 
your ministry.”—a book club member in 
Australia

“These are articles that make the believer 
excited to read his next subscription, 
literally waiting by his mailbox. I thank 
God for these articles and the RFPA 
blog. When these truths are debated 
at the meetings of our churches, it is 
the sincere desire of the believer that 
a clear explanation be available to her 
members.”—a reader of the RFPA blog

“You guys at the RFPA are doing good work 
and making a bold witness.”—a reader in 
Michigan

“[I] purchased The Reformed Faith of John 
Calvin to brush up on TULIP. You’re the 
only ones who can help with that.”—a 
reader in Iowa

“Currently I’ve been reading Herman 
Hoeksema’s Righteous by Faith Alone 
as I’m going to be preaching on Romans 
6. I love his clarity, profound grasp of the 
doctrine, and pastoral application.”—a 
minister in New York

“Very informative and useful resource. If only 
more voices in the Christian ‘churches’ were 
earnestly contending for this true biblical 
doctrine of marriage! Divorce and remarriage 

in the churches is one sign of the sorrowful 
departure of American Christianity from 
‘the faith once delivered to the saints.’”—a 
reader in Ohio on Marriage, the Mystery of 
Christ and the Church

“When I received this book from RFPA 
I thought, ‘Not another book on the 
Reformation...Same doctrines all over...’ 
But I was pleasantly surprised when I got 
into it. The truths rediscovered and retold 
to the readers come with renewed freshness 
and indeed as somewhat a rediscovery to 
the reader. So thanks for this little jewel 
that perhaps gives new emphasis to issues 
that are generally underplayed in books 
on the subject e.g. assurance, priesthood 
of all believers etc.”—a book club member 
in Northern Ireland on Here We Stand



The Belgic Confession: A Commentary (volume 1)  
by David J. Engelsma
An orthodox commentary on the confession, that is, one that 
is in wholehearted accord with the teachings of the confession, 
and resolutely faithful to them, will be profitable to Reformed 
Christians and churches in the twenty-first century, not only 
for invaluable instruction in the Reformed faith, but also for 
the maintenance and defense of Reformed orthodoxy.

Founded on holy scripture, the Belgic Confession 
determines sound doctrine for Reformed churches and 
believers. This doctrine is rich, lovely, and powerful. The 
confession also authoritatively exposes contemporary 
heresies. As they read this commentary which proclaims 
the doctrine and authority of the confession, all believers 
who love the Reformed faith will be faithfully guided in 
the truth of the “old paths.”

Volume one covers Articles 1–21 of the Belgic Confession.
368 pages, hardcover | Retail: $31.95 (Book Club: $20.77)

Here We Stand: Commemorating the  
500th Anniversary of the Reformation  
edited by Ronald L. Cammenga
The great sixteenth-century church Reformation 
was so significant an event that virtually every 
church today is affected by that history, as 
well as its reforms in doctrine and life. This 
book demonstrates the impact of that historic 

event by focusing on a few aspects of the Reformation, 
including the crucial issues of justification by faith alone, 
the authority of scripture, and proper worship. This book 
also covers two lesser-known, yet significant aspects of the 
Reformation that began in 1517: the unique development 
of the Reformation in the Lowlands and the reformers’ 
response to the “radical reformation.”
208 pages, softcover | Retail: $14.25 (Book Club: $9.26)

Grace and Assurance: The Message of the 
Canons of Dordt by Martyn McGeown
This accessible commentary on the Canons 
leads readers through the comforting message of 
the creed: being wholly saved by God’s grace—
not one’s own merit—comes with the steadfast 
assurance of eternal and unchangeable election. 
The author’s interpretation is clear, simple, and pastoral, 
and his use of discussion questions, meticulously cross-
referenced scriptural texts, and appendices makes this an 
excellent resource for any believer’s personal or group study. 

Above all, readers will find the author’s personable and 
comprehensive exposition is authentic to the original intent of 
the Canons’ writers: to illustrate and illuminate the wonderful 
gospel of God’s grace and the assurance, peace, and comfort 
that come to the believer through faith in that gospel. 
384 pages, hardcover | Retail: $31.95 (Book Club: $20.77)

New publications

“My two year old loves the T is for Tree book. She is 
already memorizing some of the verses and we just got 
the book last night.”—a book club member in Minnesota

“This is a wonderful book to teach little ones about 
the God of the Bible. The illustrations are beautiful.” 

—a book club member in Singapore

“The illustrations are colorful and the rhymes are easy to 
read. My daughter loves to look at the pictures and she 
is easily learning parts of the rhymes by heart.”—a book 
club member in Michigan

“The book is beautifully illustrated with the author’s artistic 
abilities and detail, depicting each letter of the alphabet with 
an appropriate Bible text that magnifies grace and mercy.” 

—a book club member in Indiana

Feedback on T is for Tree
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