
In 2011 the RFPA board appointed a special committee 
to develop a long-range plan for the organization. This 
plan included investigation into old Dutch theological 
works worthy of translation into English. The committee 
selected two worthy works by Bastiaan Wielinga, his 
commentaries on the baptism form and the Lord’s 
supper form. The first project was the translation of Ons 
Doopsformulier, the commentary on the baptism form, 
which was first published in 1906 by Kok of Kampen in the 
Netherlands. The translated book, The Baptism Form: A 
Commentary, was released in 2016. The book’s translator, 
Annemie Godbehere, passed away shortly before the book 
was published.

The RFPA recently approved the translation of Ons 
Avondmaals Formulier, Wielinga’s commentary on the 
Lord’s supper form, published by Kok of Kampen in 1913. 
The search for a new translator led to Dr. James DeJong, 
former president of Calvin Theological Seminary. Although 
his workload did not allow him to translate this book, he 
provided some names of translators, which ultimately led 
to selecting Dr. David Schuringa, a former professor from 
Westminster Seminary. He was also an adjunct professor at 
Calvin Theological Seminary, the International Theological 
Seminary, Chong Shin University and Seminary (Los 
Angeles, with a sister organization in Korea), and Kuyper 
College. He also served as a minister in the Christian 
Reformed Church. While working on his doctorate, Dr. 
Schuringa lived in the Netherlands and immersed himself 
in old Dutch theological works. Thus he well-qualified for 

the translating work the RFPA has commissioned him to 
do. As we became more acquainted with Dr. Schuringa, we 
learned that two of his ancestors rescued Hendrik de Cock 
from an angry mob. The mob had assembled to oppose 
the organization of two new churches, which were to be 
led by Schuringa’s ancestors, Willem and Jan Schuringa. 
Dr. Schuringa can also trace his ancestry back to one of 
Zacharias Ursinus’ students in Heidelberg.

Since translation projects take a considerable amount 
of time, the commentary on the Lord’s supper form is 
scheduled for publication in 2020. Recently, Dr. Schuringa 
provided the following update on his work:

When I am translating Dr. Wielenga, I feel like I am on 
holy ground and need to remove my shoes. This man is 
so Reformed and knowledgeable, with a warm pastor’s 
heart, that every page is worth gold. He does keep me 
on my toes as his Dutch is the older style and, so far, 
he likes to throw in some old German as well. In all 
seriousness, as I translate, I am amazed at the foresight 
of the publishing company to make this available in 
English, as it will be a treasure chest for Reformed 
pastors who love our heritage, and inspire them to see 
anew the wonder of our Lord’s Supper form, especially 
if their Dutch is rusty. I am confident the book will also 
find its way to the bookshelves of armchair theologians 
in the pew. Even with my studies in practical theology, 
a well-versed and deep love for Reformed history, as 
well as seminary teaching experience, this is still hard 
work, but a real treat.
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What’s New in Translations?

“Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following.” Psalm 48:13



The marketing committee of the RFPA decided to use 
Facebook as another way to advertise the latest book 
publications. The first Facebook advertisement campaign 
was for The Reformed Baptism Form commentary. The 
month-long campaign during July used a specially designed 
advertising image with a description of the book. When 
the campaign ended, statistics showed that 11,341 people 
had viewed the advertisement. Of these people 39% were 
women and 61% were men. 

The same advertisement was placed in four religious 
periodicals: Christian Renewal, Clarion, Outlook, and 
Reformed Perspective. Advertising in these periodicals 
continues to be a successful low-cost way to advertise 
RFPA books.

The marketing committee is also soliciting more book 
reviews. We received book reviews by Prof. David Engelsma, 
Rev. Nathan Langerak, Rev. Martyn McGeown, and 
Rev. Carl Schouls. (Schouls’s review was published in the 
Messenger, the official publication of the Free Reformed 

The RFPA welcomed two new blog writers earlier this year.
Mike Feenstra is a member of the Protestant Reformed 

Church in Crete, Illinois. Mike also teaches fifth grade at a 
Christian school in Indiana. He is writing a series of blog posts 
on Christian education and the Reformed baptism form.

Rick Mingerink is a member of the Grandville Protestant 
Reformed Church in Michigan. He is the principal of a 
Christian school in Wyoming, Michigan. His current series 
is on social constructionism.

As we welcomed two new writers we also said goodbye to 
Rev. Ryan Barnhill, who asked to be relieved of his duties 
as a blog writer due to time constraints as the new pastor 
of a congregation.

Alex Kalsbeek is the newest addition to the RFPA staff. The title for his position is RFPA 
sales and operations manager. His job combines most of the work formerly handled by 
Evelyn Langerak and Tim Pipe. Alex is a member of Hope Protestant Reformed Church, 
in Walker, Michigan, with his wife, Cynthia, and four children. Alex earned a BA 
degree from Calvin College and taught several years at Heritage Christian High School 
in Dyer, Indiana. He also served as the executive director of the Federation of Protestant 
Reformed Schools. For the last three years, Alex has been the business manager for a 
local company. Alex has the skills and experience (including operating a forklift) to 
benefit the RFPA for many years.

Mike Feenstra Rick Mingerink

Blog News

The RFPA Hires a New Manager

New Marketing Strategies

Churches in North America.) All these reviews can be read 
at rfpa.org under “Reviews” on the product-description page 
for The Reformed Baptism Form. 

Those who have subscribed to our email list recently 
received in three installments a book review written by Rev. 
Nathan Langerak on The Baptism Form. Curious about 
how to join our email list? Visit rfpa.org and scroll to the 
bottom of the homepage to join!

One of our blog writers, Mike Feenstra, is currently 
writing a series in connection with The Reformed Baptism 
commentary. Visit the blog page at the RFPA website to 
read his posted articles.



Gospel Truth of Justification: Proclaimed, 
Defended, Developed by David J. Engelsma
AD 2017 marks the five-hundredth 
anniversary of the Reformation of the 
church of Jesus Christ. In 1517 the 
reformer Martin Luther affixed the 
ninety-five theses to the door of the church 
in Wittenberg, Germany, the act by which 
Jesus Christ began his reformation of his church. Essential 
to this Reformation was the gospel truth of justification by 
faith alone. This book on justification is intended by the 
Reformed Free Publishing Association and the author to 
celebrate that glorious work of Christ.

But the purpose is more than a celebration of the beginning 
of the Reformation. It is to maintain, defend, and promote 
the Reformation in the perilous times for the church at 
present. The doctrine of justification by faith alone is so 
fundamental to the gospel of grace that an exposition and 
defense of this truth are in order always. The true church 
of Christ in the world simply cannot keep silent about this 
doctrine. To keep silent about justification by faith alone 
would be to silence the gospel.
528 pages, hardcover and ebook, $42.95

Wonder of Grace by Herman Hoeksema
Proceeding from the truth that the source 
of salvation is divine and sovereign 
election in God’s eternal will, the author 
demonstrates that all the other spiritual 
blessings of salvation are of  grace. 
Salvation by grace is a wonderwork of 
the Almighty, an exclusively divine work in which man has 
no part and also does not depend on the work or will of man.
Fourth edition, 144 pages, paperback and ebook, $10.95

Knowing God in the Last Days: Commentary 
on 2 Peter  by Mark. H. Hoeksema
Knowing God in the Last Days  is an 
explanation of the general epistle of Peter 
to the early New Testament church. The 
primary theme of the letter is the knowledge 
of God, a concept that occurs many times 
and in various contexts throughout the 
book. This short epistle contains a wealth 
of instruction for the church today.

The secondary theme of 2 Peter is the application of 
the knowledge of God to the last days in which we live. 
Especially in his third chapter, Peter reveals to the church 
the knowledge of God as it relates to the end times.

Based on exegesis of the Greek text, this commentary 
gives clarity of explanation to God’s people regarding 
necessary and important aspects of today’s Christian life. 
May all who read be edified.
96 pages, hardcover and ebook, $14.50

Less Than the Least: Memoirs of Cornelius Hanko
Less Than the Least is the memoirs of Rev. 
Cornelius Hanko’s long, fruitful life of nearly 
a century (1907–2005). He lived through 
two world wars, the Great Depression, the 
Korean War and the Vietnam War, the rise 
and fall of Communism, and the advent of 
the space age. His life spanned the terms 
of eighteen US presidents, from Theodore 
Roosevelt to George W. Bush.

A son of Dutch immigrants to America, Rev. Hanko served 
six pastorates in five states, most notably in First Protestant 
Reformed Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan (1948–64), 
along with Rev. Herman Hoeksema and Rev. Hubert De 
Wolf. Rev. Hanko poignantly describes the grief caused in 
the churches by De Wolf’s heresy and schism (1953).

More than this, Less Than the Least follows Rev. Hanko 
from his childhood, school days, and seminary training, all 
the way to his retirement (1977) and beyond.
This delightful book comes complete with photos and appendices.
Second edition, 348 pages, hardcover and ebook, $24.95

The RFPA Hires a New Manager

2017 Publications!

• The picture below shows almost all the books that 
Rachel Maatman and Stephanie Vink needed in their 
combined effort to check quotations and footnotes in 
the recently published Gospel Truth of Justification. 
Thank you Rachel and Stephanie for working together 
on the large, comprehensive manuscript and meeting 
the publication deadline! 

• 1,060 books were shipped in 2016 to the Philippines 
Bookstore that is run by Sharon Kleyn, wife of Rev. 
Daniel Kleyn, missionary to the Philippines.

• The book that is most frequently ordered through the 
Philippines Bookstore is Saved by Grace: A Study of the 
Five Points of Calvinism. 125 copies were sold in 2016.

Fun Facts



After thirteen years as business manager, Tim Pipe retired at the end 
of August. Evelyn Langerak also retired this past month after working 
for the RFPA for twenty-two years, twenty as book coordinator. 
Both Tim and Evelyn have labored tirelessly for the RFPA; their work 
has been critical in the process of building up and strengthening the 
organization. Their work has been appreciated by many, and board 
members especially have benefited from their experience and faithful 
labors. Thank you and farewell, Tim and Evelyn!

Saying Goodbye

T Is for Tree: A Bible ABC

It has been over seven years since the Standard Bearer has undergone significant design 
changes. While the content of the Standard Bearer will always take precedence to its 
appearance, the two must work together. Over the last few years, the membership 
and marketing committee has been discussing the idea of a complete redesign of the 
magazine. The goals were to have a periodical that is pleasing to the eye, easy to read, 
and still maintains the previous standards regarding its content. 

This new design will be revealed in the October 1, 2017 issue. 
The biggest change is that the magazine will now be full color, which will require 

a subscription rate increase. However, the Reformed Free Publishing Association is 
subsidizing half of this increase for the first year, so that subscribers will pay just 
an additional $3. Another $3 increase will be implemented the following year. The 
new subscription rate will still be reasonable for the oldest, continuously published, 
subscriber based, Reformed periodical in North America!

Standard Bearer Redesign

Why is it important that the Reformed Free Publishing 
Association publish an ABC book for little children? While 
the appetite of young children for books is veracious and 
ABC books already abound, young children are also very 
impressionable. As parents and teachers, we must be reading 
them good, Reformed books as soon as we can. From a 
negative viewpoint, any number of books can be found on 
the market that are acceptable for us as discerning parents to 
read to our children. If we find something objectionable in a 
Christian or secular book, we need not read it to them; if we 
do not find anything objectionable, we are willing to read it 
to them. But from a positive point of view, to find a children’s 
book that is not only acceptable but which also presents 
covenant children with a distinctively Reformed perspective 
is an incredibly rare find; such books must be sought after. 

The publication of this ABC book is an effort to begin 
to fill this ever-widening gap, a gap that parents must take 
seriously as we consider our calling before God to train 
up our children in the fear of his name. God’s name is 
truly extolled as we teach and confess to our children the 

distinctive truths of the Reformed faith—truths which 
give all glory to God and God alone. 

As implied above, one of the most important reasons the 
author chose to write an ABC book was to introduce young 
children to a variety of Bible texts. Using the twenty-six 
letters of the English alphabet, children learn about topics 
ranging from the rainbow as the sign of the covenant, to 
God’s directive hand in the hearts of earthly kings, to the 
promise to God’s people of eternal life with him in Zion. 

After each letter is introduced, children read a rhyme that 
is limited to three lines. The rhymes are short by design. 
The targeted age group for this book is the very young; 
taking their often limited attention spans into consideration, 
words must be kept to a minimum. The Bible texts included 
on each page can be read as a child’s attention grows and 
allows. Children who have begun to read on their own 
will especially enjoy looking up and learning about the 
Bible texts that they have heard at home or in school and 
some that they have perhaps not yet heard. The texts also 
allow the parent or teacher reading the book to the young 

Fun Facts



On March 30 Chris Arnzen interviewed Professor 
Engelsma on the book The Sixteenth-Century 
Reformation of the Church on Arnzen’s radio program, Iron 
Sharpens Iron (a national, religious program broadcasting from the 
Pennsylvania/New York area). A couple months later after the radio 
interview, the RFPA received an email from Chris Arnzen requesting 
another interview with Professor Engelsma on his then unpublished 
book, Gospel Truth of Justification. This interview took place on 
Friday, September 1 from 4 to 6 pm. The interview was livestreamed 
on Arnzen’s website: http://www.ironsharpensironradio.com. Two 
more radio interviews have been scheduled for Friday, November 17 
and Monday, November 27, (both will take place from 4 to 6 pm) 
to further discuss Gospel Truth of Justification.  

If you did not get a chance to listen to the interview, the entire 
interview is posted at rfpa.org on the blog. Go and take some time 
to listen to this very worthwhile interview!

Radio Interview

child to understand 
where the concept 
taught in the 
rhyme comes from 
should any further 
questions about the 

biblical context arise in the adult’s or child’s mind. An 
ABC book also holds the potential for a wide variety of 
colorful illustrations which will capture the attention of 
young children as they listen to the words that are read 
to them. For this book, border designs accompany the 
main illustration for each letter as a way to communicate 
the message of the illustrations even more strongly and to 
provide additional attention-grabbing detail.  

Setting forth variety and capturing young children’s 
attention were not the only goals of the text and illustrations, 
however. As with any work of art, a book must also exhibit 
unity. The unifying theme of T Is for Tree is God’s promises 
to his people and his almighty power to fulfill those promises. 
Although this theme is in principle as wide as the scriptures 
themselves, it nevertheless gives guidance to choice of text 
and rhyme. Whenever possible, verses with concrete nouns 
were chosen as the subjects of the rhymes in order to make 
this theme comprehensible for young children.

This theme is also distinctively Reformed. The rediscovered 
gospel promises of God, made sure and steadfast in his 
almighty power and sovereign grace, were a great comfort 
to his people as they learned them anew at the time of the 
Reformation. God’s promises are a great comfort to his 
people for all time, whether we are elderly saints or the 
youngest of his little lambs. The riches of God’s promises 

T Is for Tree continued

are, indeed, especially for young children; God specifically 
includes them in his everlasting, unconditional covenant of 
grace: “...and to thy seed after thee” (Gen. 17:7). Our little 
ones may not be neglected. Even in the books we choose 
to read to them, we can and we must keep the vows we 
made at the time of baptism to “help and cause them to be 
instructed” in the “true and perfect doctrine of salvation” 
(the Reformed baptism form).

The thoughts and goals behind the book perhaps may best 
be revealed in its dedication to all children of the Reformation, 
children who live by faith, faith in the promises of God. “For 
therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to 
faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:17).

Our new children’s/youth book coordinator, Miriam 
Koerner, is currently working with Connie Meyer on T Is for 
Tree. Connie has authored several other books published by 
the RFPA: Behold the Beauty, an art curriculum series, and 
Gottschalk: Servant of God. Books similar to Gottschalk 
and T Is for Tree could likely be part of what we hope can 
be a separate book club for children’s/youth books.

The text for the image is as follows:

T Is for TREE 
That grows where waters flow, 
With leaves that never wither; 
A blessed man is so.

“Blessed is the man...[whose] delight is in the law of the 
Lord…. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers 
of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his 
leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper.” — Psalm 1:1–3
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RFPA update      
Reader Feedback

“Thank you for your prompt sending of Less Than the Least! I read it in five days—fascinating! It will be a good reference 
work as well, when we can’t quite remember when something happened!” (Michigan)

“[I] really enjoy your material!” (Canada)

“I appreciate your blogs and have loved the series on spiritual disciplines.” (Uganda)

“I have thoroughly enjoyed these [blog posts] and frankly all the writers’ posts.  
Excellent idea.” (Canada)

“You guys do a wonderful service for the kingdom.” (Australia)

On Gospel Truth of Justification: A book club member from Ohio, phoned in and 
exclaimed she was “so thrilled with this last book.” She purchased three more 
copies to give to the staff members at her church.

On The Reformed Baptism Form: A reader from Canada, saw the book 
advertisement in the Clarion magazine, and ordered a copy of the book. He 
said, “Since a number of Reformed people are leaving the Reformed churches and 
attending Evangelical [and] Baptist Churches, I think this book will help me in 
discussions I have with others. This will be a great addition to my library.”

Radio Interview


