
If you have any questions, or if you would like to submit a manuscript, or are interested in illustrating, please contact 
Dan Van Uffelen, chairman of the book committee, at dandydan30@gmail.com.

The Reformed Free Publishing Association (RFPA) has 
recently started work expanding its line of books to include 
those geared for children and the youth. We are very excited to 
announce our first book in this category, Gottschalk: Servant 
of God, written by Connie Meyer. We hope that this is the 
first of many such books that the RFPA will publish. More 
titles and authors are needed! In addition to these authors, 
we are looking for artists who have the ability to create 
illustrations for various books and to provide cover art. 

The Gottschalk title is a fine biographical account of 
an important figure in church history. Gottschalk is not as 
well-known as he should be, since there have not been many 
books written about him for adults or children. This book will 
change that forever. Our current and future generations will 
become familiar with Gottschalk and appreciate his steadfast 
courage and conviction. He fought for the truth and was 
willing to endure persecution for his refusal to compromise.

Biographies are an especially valuable genre for children’s 
literature, and more books like Gottschalk: Servant of 
God would be considered by the RFPA book committee. 
However, we are not limited to that genre and are open 
to books of other genres for preschoolers, elementary and 
middle-school students, as well as the junior-high and 
young teenage brackets. Submissions for publications can be 
fiction or nonfiction works that reflect a unique Protestant 
Reformed perspective. We are looking for books that can 
be read to our children and also read by our children.

What about a book that deals with a family vacation or 
a book about an aspect of creation and nature? Consider a  
book about going to school or a book that discusses the 
challenges our teenagers face. What about a book of poems 

ISSUE

27

and rhymes? What about books that can help us appreciate 
what life is like for a Reformed Christian in Singapore or 
the Philippines? 

Let’s get creative and use our sanctified imaginations for 
the benefit of our children. There are many gifted people 
in our constituency who have a talent that can be of benefit 
for Reformed families throughout the world.

The RFPA book committee and staff will help aspiring 
authors with evaluation of their book ideas, professional 
editing, book design, and artwork. In addition, our growing 
network of contacts will be used to market your publications.

The Protestant Reformed perspective impacts our 
entire life. We have a unique view of creation, the home, 
family, and the school. We see the blessing of God in our 
generations as we live out of the doctrine of the covenant in 
the whole of our lives. Let’s capture this in books geared for 
our covenant children!

A Reformed household should be a household that values 
reading. As Rev. Huizenga noted in his address to the 
RFPA in 2013, we must always be encouraging the next 
generation to read, else the vast treasure of doctrine in our 
major titles intended for adults will remain locked between 
covers of books that are never opened. The value of reading 
is developed in early childhood. Rev. Huizenga encouraged 
us to plant seeds—specifically the seed of reading—in our 
children. What better way to plant a seed than to write a 
book! God will use these good books in ways that you never 
imagined. Let’s hear from those who want to write, and 
from those who want to use their artistic talents. 

May God inspire you to use your gifts for the edifying of 
the body of Christ.

Looking for More Authors for Children’s Books
By Gordon Schipper, a member of the RFPA board and the Book & Standard Bearer Committee
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Just Dad: Stories of Herman Hoeksema 
by Lois E. Kregel, Paper, 144 pages 
($9.95)
Many people are familiar with the 
public persona of Herman Hoeksema. 
As one of the leading theologians of the 
twentieth century, a seminary professor, 
the pastor of a large congregation, and 
a prolific writer, he was well-known 
in ecclesiastical circles, as well as in 
the world in general. But to his family he was “just Dad.” 
This anecdotal biography written by his youngest child 
records many stories about him, some perhaps familiar but 
others never before told.

We have already received some encouraging reader 
responses to this book.

From a Protestant Reformed minister’s wife: “I just 
finished the book Just Dad. It was so good! In so many 
ways I can relate to the feelings and experiences they 
had in their life. It is also good for us to see that he  
[Rev. Hoeksema] was a husband and a father—a normal 
and fallible man, doing the work the Lord placed before 
him. I think people today place their minister and his 
family on a pedestal and forget that they have feelings, 
likes and dislikes, and that they like to spend time with 
their own family and have a good time too. I am glad the 
RFPA printed this book.”

From Charles Terpstra’s Three R’s Blog: “Other 
biographies have been written on Hoeksema, but this one 

is unique…a personal, 
anecdotal history of 
the man and his family 
from the ‘inside’…taking 
us inside his home and 
showing him as husband 
and father, and that’s 
what makes it unique and 
special. Adding to the 
value and interest of the 
book are the numerous 
pictures of Hoeksema 
and his family, as well as 
an appendix with several 

personal letters…These will show you a side of Hoeksema 
not found elsewhere. I am thankful that Mrs. Kregel could 
tell her story of her father, ‘just dad.’ It is a story worth 
sharing. And I commend the RFPA for publishing this 
attractive little ‘gem’ for the benefit of the PRC and the 
outside world.”

New Books

Behold the Beauty: 
Art Curriculum 
for Elementary 
Christian  
Education by  
Connie L. Meyer, 
Spiral-bound 
Paper,  
Special 3-volume set price: $129.95

Behold the Beauty is designed
to be used by teachers or parents for
kindergarten– sixth grade. The objective of every lesson 
is as the title implies: to “behold the beauty” of creation 
and to praise God. As students learn to more closely 
observe creation while rendering what they see in pencil, 
paint, or other artistic media, they will be trained to 
meet that objective. In serving that goal, the lessons teach 
how to use the elements of art, such as line, shape, and 
color, while introducing the principles of design, such 
as unity, variety, and focal point. Not only do students 
learn to behold the evidence of God’s glory around them 
by these means, they also learn to make objects of beauty 
to communicate that glory to others. The curriculum is 
based on the infallible scriptures, and the twelve lessons 
of each grade level comprise a thorough, biblical, and 
systematic art education.

The Coming of Zion’s Redeemer  
by Ronald Hanko, Hardcover,  
544 pages ($45.95)
The Coming of Zion’s Redeemer 
is written on the prophecies 
of Haggai, Zechariah, and 
Malachi. These prophecies, 
though not always easy to 
understand, are as much 
needed today as when they 
were written. Written for 
those living at the end of the 
Old Testament and looking 
forward to the first coming of  
Christ, they speak with authority and promise to those 
who are looking forward to the second coming of 
Christ and who live near the end of this present age. 
The prophecies, very different in style, have a unity of 
theme and purpose in Christ, the great king, priest, and 
prophet of his people.



Studies in Malachi, 
2nd ed. by Carl 
Haak, Paper, 72 
pages, 9 lessons 
($6.95)

Studies in Ruth, 2nd ed. by 
Carl Haak, Paper, 36 pages, 6 lessons 
($4.95)

Studies in 1 & 2 Thessalonians, by Cornelius Hanko, Paper, 
80 pages, 15 lessons ($6.95)

Marriage: The Mystery of Christ and the Church,  
3rd ed., by David J. Engelsma, 
Paper, 256 pages ($17.95)
Although this book’s controversial 
contention that marriage is an 
unbreakable bond for life gets the 
most attention today…the book is 
a mainly positive explanation and 
application of the Bible’s teaching 
about marriage in all of marriage’s 
aspects…Marriage…is a Reformed 
pastor’s instruction and exhortation 
to married couples, especially young 
married couples, with the purpose 
that they glorify God in their 
marriages and enjoy the bliss of this blessed communion 
of life.

The timeliness of the book is evident simply from the rate 
of divorce, not alone in North America in the early twenty-
first century, but also in Reformed churches throughout 
the world…

The second section is a history of the church’s doctrine 
and practice of marriage from Augustine and the early 
church through Calvin and the Reformation to the 
contemporary chaos.

The Triple Knowledge Series
The RFPA is publishing in 2015 a second edition of the The Triple Knowledge series by Herman 
Hoeksema. The series will be printed in a ten-volume set, as originally published by Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, beginning in 1943 with volume 1, In the Midst of Death. The other book 
titles are God’s Way Out, The Death of the Son of God, The Lord of Glory, Abundant Mercy, 
Baptized into Christ, Eating and Drinking Christ, Love the Lord Thy God, Love Thy Neighbor for 
God’s Sake, and The Perfect Prayer. Watch for future promotions and pricing.

The Bearer of the Standard: 
In the Age of Compromise

The Standard Bearer is a semi-monthly 
periodical published by the Reformed 
Free Publishing Association devoted 
to explaining and defending Reformed 
doctrine, promoting the Reformed 
life of the church and believer, and 
combating old and new errors that 
threaten to disrupt the Reformed faith and life.

The magazine was born over ninety years ago, in October 
1924, when several ministers in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
needed a free forum to publish their Reformed views that 
differed from the denomination of which they were then a part. 

In the age of compromise and confusion, the Standard 
Bearer purposes to be a trumpet blast, giving a clear and 
certain sound; to be unashamed of the gospel of salvation 
by grace alone; to call saints to the battles of our time and to 
live a God-honoring life in obedience to biblical principles; 
and to explore and develop the riches of the Reformed faith. 

Become a subscriber of this periodical today! Visit rfpa.org  
to subscribe.

Newly married couples, see the clerk of your church to sign 
up for a FREE one-year subscription to the Standard Bearer.

“To be clear, this is not a Bible. It’s a storybook that covers 
the stories in the Bible. This book does not shy away from 
the uncommon stories that you typically won’t find in a 
children’s storybook…[It] also has the ‘main’ ones (creation, 
Noah, Abraham, etc.). The truth is clear and presented 
nicely with the important details being highlighted. It’s a 
quick easy read with each story being about a page and 
a half. Perfect for morning or dinner devotionals…This 
book is great for children ages 3–10 years old. I love how 
thorough it is.”—an Amazon.com customer

Come, Ye Children: A Bible Storybook for 
Young Children—Best Storybook I’ve Had



IN REVIEW: HYPER-CALVINISM AND THE CALL OF THE GOSPEL: 
AN EXAMINATION OF THE WELL-MEANT OFFER OF THE GOSPEL

By David J. Engelsma, 3rd ed. (Jenison, MI: Reformed Free Publishing Association, 2014). Paper, 224 pages, $14.95 
Reviewed by Rodney Kleyn, pastor of Covenant of Grace Protestant Reformed Church in Spokane, Washington

In defense of the gospel and of the doctrines of sovereign 
grace, the RFPA has recently published a third edition of 
David J. Engelsma’s book Hyper-Calvinism and the Call 
of the Gospel: An Examination of the Well Meant Offer of 
the Gospel. Since I first read this book, some twenty years 
ago, it has been a favorite of mine, high on the list of books I 
recommend to others. If you want to be a biblically consistent 
Calvinist, and if you want to understand how the church is to 
preach the gospel call, you must read this book.

So, what is hyper-Calvinism and what is the well-meant 
offer? These are the rock on the one side and the whirlpool 
on the other, through which “the reformed doctrine of the 
preaching of the gospel must sail,” so that it “neither be 
smashed on the one nor swallowed up by the other” (65).

Because the label “hyper-Calvinism” is used very loosely 
today to speak disparagingly of anyone who is more Calvinistic 
than oneself, Engelsma gives this careful and precise definition 
of hyper-Calvinism: “[it] is the denial that God in the preaching 
of the gospel calls everyone who hears the preaching to repent 
and believe. It is the denial that the church should call everyone 
in the preaching. It is the denial that the unregenerated have 
a duty to repent and believe” (15). Hyper-Calvinism says that 
the gospel call in the preaching is to be addressed only to those 
who “show signs of regeneration and, thereby, of election” (15). 
Hyper-Calvinism manifests itself in “a minimizing of Christ’s 
mission mandate to his church with an appeal to election as 
the guarantee that God will save his people” (191). Upon this 
rock, we must never be smashed. The Reformed faith should 
never “recommend passivity or excuse negligence in the matter 
of missions but calls the church to go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature, commanding all men 
everywhere to repent and believe” (192).

On the other side is the whirlpool of Arminianism, the 
alluring outer swirls of which are the teaching of the well-
meant offer of the gospel. “The free offer, according to those 
who hold to it, is the grace of God to all men in the preaching 
of the gospel, grace rooted in God’s love for all men” (39). 
Engelsma’s objection to the free offer of the gospel is not 
because of its “teaching that the church must preach the gospel 
to everyone and must call all hearers to faith in Jesus Christ” 
(37). Rather, “the error of the doctrine of the offer, and the 
reason a Reformed man must repudiate it, is its teaching 
that the grace of God in Jesus Christ, grace that is saving in 
character, is directed to all men in the preaching of the gospel. 
Inherent in the offer of the gospel is the notion that God loves 
and desires to save all men; the notion that the preaching of 
the gospel is God’s grace to all men, an expression of God’s 
love to all men, and an attempt by God to save all men; and 

the notion that salvation is dependent upon man’s acceptance 
of the offered salvation, that is, that salvation depends on the 
free will of the sinner” (36–37). The outer swirls of the well-
meant-offer lead right into the whirlpool of Arminianism, 
and we need to be wary of being sucked in to this whirlpool.

Between the rock and the whirlpool sails “The Reformed 
Doctrine on the Call of the Gospel,” the title of the third 
chapter in this book. In preaching the gospel we do not set 
aside the biblical and Reformed truth of predestination and 
preach the gospel as a declaration of God’s universal love to 
all who hear, or as an “invitation” or an “offer” from a God 
who cannot accomplish what he desires. We are not motivated 
to preach the gospel because God wants all men to be saved 
or desires as many as possible to be saved. Rather, the biblical 
teaching of double predestination stands behind, is a part of 
the message of, and is the motivation for gospel preaching. 
God is pleased to use the call of the gospel, the command 
to believe in Jesus Christ, to gather his elect and to leave the 
rest who hear with no excuse. Through the preaching, God 
accomplishes his eternal purposes of predestination. To 
reduce preaching to an expression of God’s universal love, 
(which is what the well-meant-offer does), is to deny the most 
basic teaching of the Reformed faith, the sovereignty of God 
in predestination and in the salvation of the sinner. 

Many who read this book will dismiss it as merely an 
attempt to clear the Protestant Reformed Churches of the 
charge of hyper-Calvinism because of their denial of the 
well-meant offer of the gospel. Engelsma anticipates this, 
and he pleads with the critics, “Is it too much to ask that 
rather than condemning the book out of hand you attempt to 
refute it?” And fair enough, not only because of how earlier 
editions have been reviewed, but also because the book itself 
is much more than just a defense of the Protestant Reformed 
denomination. The charitable reader will find in this book a 
consistent setting forth of the “reasonable” faith of Calvinism. 
He will find here a sound and balanced—not hyper—defense 
of the Reformed faith. He will be educated in the history of 
this debate, learning along the way that John Calvin, Francis 
Turretin, and Abraham Kuyper all repudiated the notion of a 
well-meant offer in the preaching of the gospel. He will also 
be instructed from the Reformed confessions and scripture in 
the content and manner of true gospel preaching and so will 
learn himself, if a preacher, how to issue the call of the gospel, 
or if a pew-sitter, to listen with discernment for the inroads 
of Arminian thinking into Reformed pulpits. And if he takes 
all this to heart, not just to head, he will grow in his love for 
the Reformed faith and in his desire to see the gospel preached 
through missions to the ends of the earth.



Since the publication of 1834: Hendrik de Cock’s Return to 
the True Church by Marvin Kamps, the RFPA has received 
many positive responses from readers and reviewers. Many 
thanks to Terry Dykstra, M&M chairman, who solicited 
these reviews. They can be read at the RFPA’s website on 
the 1834 product page. Some of the reviewers are Dr. Wes 
Bredenhof, Prof. David J. Engelsma, Dr. Eugene Heideman, 
Rev. E. T. Kirkland (UK), Rev. Clayton Spronk, Dr. Robert 
Swierenga, and Rev. Pieter VanderMeyden. The review 
by Dr. Bredenhof has been published in the Clarion, the 
magazine of the Canadian Reformed Churches and the 
Una Sancta, the magazine of the Free Reformed Churches 
of Australia. Rev. VanderMeyden’s review will be published 
in the Messenger, the magazine of the Free Reformed 
Churches of North America. The review by Dr. Swierenga 
will appear in the 2015 spring issue of the Calvin College 
historical magazine Origins. 

We were also encouraged by these comments from some 
of our readers: 
“What a wonderful reference book to have. So glad the 

RFPA took this one on.”—a reader from Illinois
“Will I be receiving “1834” automatically because it is a 

new release or do I need to order, because I REALLY want 
it!”—a reader in Orlando, Florida

Aaron Cleveland wrote, “As I began to read this book, I 
must say that I increasingly looked forward to the time, after 

the house was quiet at night, when 
I could sit down and read it. Living 
in a world where good is called 
evil and evil is called good, where 
godliness of life and a sanctified 
walk are slandered, and where the 
place of the Reformed believer in 
this world gets smaller and smaller, 
it is good to sit down in the quiet of 
one’s home, close the door on the 
world and read an account of church history like this. The 
experience of Hendrik De Cock was the same as all faithful 
saints of God throughout church history who boldly and 
without compromise confessed the truth. It is encouraging 
to read of the mighty work of God in His despised and 
persecuted saints so that they are able to confess, ‘Blessed are 
they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven…’” (to read the rest of this review 
go the 1834 product page at rfpa.org.) 

A reader from Australia—a direct descendant of the 
Secession church who is very familiar with the history of 
the Secession—commented many times on the accuracy 
of the in-depth treatment of the main issues that brought 
about that reformation. This is the best book he has read 
on De Cock. It is clearly written and cuts right to the heart 
of what was happening at that time.

The annual meeting of the Reformed Free Publishing 
Association (RFPA) was held September 25, 2014, in 
Grandville Protestant Reformed Church. Board president 
Michael Bosveld led the proceedings. Eighty association 
members attended and six men requested membership in 
the association. 

Treasurer Dan Kalsbeek reported on various financial 
details of the past year, including a positive net income of 
$17,748.39 for the Book and Standard Bearer divisions. 
Book sales last year were $196,457.19 and ebook sales were 
$9,356.29. Book sales totaled 7,277 volumes primarily 
from five new books. The Standard Bearer gained 56 new 
subscribers this past year and the current subscription total 
is 2,125. The balance sheet indicates that the net worth of 
the RFPA is $1,689,603 with no outstanding debt.

In a report called “Ninety Years of Free,” secretary Cal 
Kalsbeek reported on the highlights of ninety years of 
RFPA publishing history. Rev. Clayton Spronk presented 
the keynote address, “The Importance of Reading Church 
History.” Read the interesting secretary’s report and the first 
part of the inspiring keynote speech in the November 15,  

Back row l to r: Dan Van Uffelen (secretary and chairman of the 
Book & Standard Bearer Committee), Jim Koole (president), Terry 
Dykstra (chairman of the Membership & Marketing Committee), 
Aric Bleyenberg, Jason Engelsma

Front row l to r: Joshua Hoekstra, Jim Holstege, Gordon Schipper, 
Jon Engelsma (vice-president), Doug Mingerink Jr., Vern Haveman, 
Dan Kalsbeek (treasurer and chairman of the Finance Committee)

Recap of RFPA Annual Meeting

2014 issue of the Standard Bearer. The printed keynote 
speech will be continued in the January 15, 2015 issue of the 
Standard Bearer.

Thanks was expressed to retiring board members Tom 
Bergman, Joel Bodbyl, Michael Bosveld, and Cal Kalsbeek. 
Jason Engelsma, Joshua Hoekstra, Jim Koole, and Gordon 
Schipper were elected to three-year board terms.

1834 Reviews & Feedback
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“I am discontinuing my Standard Bearer subscription since (my husband) passed away a few months ago. He always was 
looking forward to the next magazine. God bless you all.” (a widow)

“I would like to thank you for all your excellent quality books and for the excellent scholarly guidance and illumination  
they contain. They have been a revelation to me in many instances.” (a Book Club member and Standard Bearer subscriber 
from the UK)

“Thank you for the book, All Glory to the Only Good God. What a remarkable read! I have been overwhelmed with the 
beauty and depth of what Hoeksema writes concerning our Triune God. I’ve never read a book quite like it. It is such a 
blessing. It is a transport of joy and truly humbling.” (a reader from England)

A customer from Georgia passed along very favorable comments on Righteous 
by Faith Alone saying that he references this “fine book” often. He considers his 
RFPA books to be “the crème de la crème of Reformed reading material.” The RFPA UPDATE 

is a semiannual newsletter published 
by the Reformed Free Publishing 
Association (a non-profit organization 
registered in the State of Michigan)

1894 Georgetown Center Drive 
Jenison MI 49428-7137 
616-457-5970 
mail@rfpa.org 
www.rfpa.org

First published in September 1998
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Ebooks
The policy of the RFPA is to put all new books and reprints into ebook format (epub 
and mobi). In addition, the staff is gradually putting previously published titles 
into ebook format. Some of the more recent available titles are Common Grace 
Revisited, Particular Grace, Prosperous Wicked and Plagued Saints, Reformed 
Dogmatics, vols. 1 & 2, Trinity and Covenant, and Whosoever Will. See rfpa.org 
for other ebooks.


