
We date for marriage….Marriage glorifies God. 
Marriage is a picture of God’s gracious work of salvation, 
whereby he has drawn us into covenantal fellowship 
with him. Marriage is a symbol of Christ’s relationship 
to his blood-bought church. Living together as husband 
and wife and reflecting that heavenly marriage brings 
glory to the God of our salvation. So when we date with 
marriage in view, we date to the glory of God.—from 
Chapter 3: When Should I Start?, Dating Differently

Have you read Dating Differently yet by Rev. Joshua 
Engelsma? This book is unique for the RFPA: it is our first 
Christian living title geared toward teenagers and young 
adults (though parents and other older adults can certainly 
benefit from reading it too)! 

Many readers have commented on how accessible and 
biblically-based Dating Differently is.
“It was a very easy book to read with great practical 

advice,” says Jill Maassen, a member of the Protestant 
Reformed Church in Hull, Iowa. “Very applicable for our 
youth today. I plan to have all my kids read this book before 
they start dating!”

In a review recently featured on the RFPA blog, Rev. Garry 
Eriks, pastor of Hudsonville Protestant Reformed Church in 
Hudsonville, Michigan writes that, “[a] virtue of the book is the 
practical approach. The author successfully takes the biblical 
wisdom of scripture and applies this to real life situations.”

Some church congregations have ordered copies of the 
book which they plan to distribute to all of the youth of 
their church, or to the members of young people/young 
adult societies to use for group study.

Now that we have gone into a second 
printing, we have been working hard 
to spread the word about this book 
to readers in the broader Reformed 
community. One way we can do this 
is by requesting that the book be 
featured in reviews in magazines which 
Reformed readers subscribe to.

So far Dating Differently has been 
reviewed in two Reformed magazines, 
Christian Renewal and The Outlook. (The full reviews 
are posted at our website on the Dating Differently book 
product page.) We provide you with an excerpt from both 
magazines:

A personal, pastoral, practical book that answers the 
questions dating couples will have, which should be 
read either before forming a relationship or in its early 
stages to be most effective and useful.—Jon Van Dyk, 
Christian Renewal (January 18, 2020 issue)

I wish to thank Rev. Engelsma for a fine book. I would 
encourage all parents and youth to get this book…For 
what is more important than Christian marriages for 
God’s covenant children for their own happiness, but 
even more that will ‘serve their ultimate purpose: the 
glory of our God in the demonstration of the unity of 
the Bridegroom and his Bride’ (p. 147).—Rev. James 
Admiraal, The Outlook (Jan/Feb 2020 issue) 

As books about Christian dating and relationships have a 
wide appeal to Christians generally, we hope these reviews 
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“Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following.” Psalm 48:13



Book giveaway

Last August the RFPA supplied sixteen copies of Called to 
Watch for Christ’s Return to the 2019 Protestant Reformed 
Young People’s Convention. The theme for the week was 
“Watching and Waiting as in the Days of Noah.” The 
convention steering committee used the books as prizes 
at the banquet on the last evening of the convention. The 
RFPA thanks the donors who covered the cost to give away 
these books!

Halikayo, Mga Anak

Rev. Daniel Kleyn, a Protestant Reformed missionary to 
the Philippines shared a story with us about an American 
missionary who also labors in the Philippines. Not long 
after the missionary learned about the Tagalog version of 
Come, Ye Children (Halikayo, Mga Anak), he purchased 
several copies from the bookstore run by the Kleyns.

In an email about the purchase, the Kleyns were told the 
following:

Pastor Wilson will be giving out these wonderful books 
to all of the leaders in the three Mangyan churches that 
he oversees. Thank you to you and your supporters for 
putting deep Bible teaching into these homes.

“We’re certainly glad for his interest and hope and pray 
this book will serve as a good witness, even though neither 
the missionary nor the churches there are Reformed, as far 
as we know,” Rev. Kleyn told us. “We’ll have to see how 
things develop with this contact.”

will also help us begin to reach other Christians who are 
looking for books on practical topics such as dating, and 
other biblically-based books, such as commentaries and 
doctrinal books.

But we don’t want to stop with just print reviews. 
Amazon.com is one of the most important places readers 
turn to when they decide whether to purchase a book, 
and so we encourage you to help us by leaving a review 
of Dating Differently there. Has this book been a help to 
you in your Christian dating? Do you want to encourage 
others to date differently? Consider leaving a review on 
Amazon. You can also leave a brief review at Rfpa.org, 
Goodreads.com, or Christianbook.com. 

Dating Differently, continued

Published just in 
time for Christmas!

Unfolding Covenant 
History Volume 6

Born for our Salvation: The Nativity 
and Childhood of Jesus Christ by 
Rev. Martyn McGeown. 288 pages, 
hardcover. Retail $26.95. (Published 
December 2019)

The nativity story is the message 
of salvation, for in the words of the 
Nicene Creed, “Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
God…for us men  and for our salvation,  came down 
from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man.” Jesus was born 
for our salvation!

After a fifteen-year hiatus from the 
Unfolding Covenant History series, and 
producing fourteen other titles published by the RFPA,  
Prof. David J. Engelsma continues this covenantal 
exposition of the Old Testament. The series’ other author, 
Prof. Homer C. Hoeksema wrote volumes 1–4, which deal 
with creation through the Israelites’ conquest of Canaan. 
Volume 5, Judges and Ruth, was written by Prof. Engelsma 
and published in 2005. We are happy to report that volume 6,  
From Samuel to Solomon will be available in April and 
sent to all our book club members!

Volume 6 will have an updated cover design as well as 
a new interior design, while still maintaining the look of 
the series.



Reprints and more reprints

For Thy Truth’s Sake: A Doctrinal History of the Protestant 
Reformed Churches was originally published at the 75th 
anniversary of the Protestant Reformed Churches in 2000 
with an initial print run of 3,000 copies. As we approached 
the last of our inventory, we contacted Protestant Reformed 
congregations to see if there was enough interest in this title 
to reprint the book. We also advertised this book to the 
public via email. After a good response from both groups 
the title was sent to the printer to print another 420 copies! 
(Also worthy of note, is that this title is now in ebook format 
and available for purchase at rfpa.org.)

Here are some additional titles we recently reprinted: 

Better to Marry: Sex and Marriage in 1 Corinthians 6 and 7: 
In 1993, 2,616 copies were printed. In 2014 we printed a 
short run of 300 copies of a second edition. At the beginning 
of this year we sent it in for its third printing for a short run 
of 211 copies.

Dating Differently: A Guide to Reformed Dating: We 
published this book in October 2019 with an initial print 
run of 792 copies. We are happy to report strong interest in 
this title! To keep up with the demand we needed to print 
another 792 copies!

Praise His Majesty: Psalm Arrangements for Beginning 
Pianists: This piano book just went into its third printing 
with 507 copies! It was originally published in 2005 with 
a print run of 2,176 copies and again in 2016 with a run of 
519 copies.

Studies in Malachi, a Bible study guide, was first printed in 
1993 with 2,000 copies. In 2014 we printed 540 copies of 
a second edition. We recently reprinted another 442 copies. 

Studies in Romans, another Bible study guide, was first 
printed in 2015 with 516 copies. We recently reprinted 
another 420 copies.

Surprise!

Book table at the Senior Retreat

When an author’s book arrives at the RFPA, 
we contact them as soon as we can to let them 
know that their author copies are available. 
Authors who are not in West Michigan at 
the time of the book’s release usually have to 
wait some time for the copies of their book, 
especially if the copies are part of a larger 
shipment of books sent to their congregation.

But for a couple of recent out-of-state authors, we decided 
to bend the rules a little bit.

When Rev. Nathan Langerak’s Bible story book, Jehovah’s 
Mighty Acts, was nearing its RFPA arrival date, he let us 
know that he would be in the area for a family vacation. 
However, the book’s shipment from the printer was delayed. 
About two weeks later the book arrived at the RFPA while 
Rev. Langerak was chaperoning the Protestant Reformed 
Young People’s Convention in Hillsdale, Michigan, located 
about two hours away from the RFPA office. With a little 
help from Rev. Andy Lanning (a fellow chaperone) and the 
camp staff, we were able to send a special overnight delivery 

This past September, Faith and Zion Protestant Reformed Churches hosted the annual 
retreat for seniors in the Protestant Reformed Churches. If you think this was a bunch of 
geriatrics with walkers and false teeth, think again! This rowdy bunch of conventioneers 
gave our business manager, Alex, a lot to look forward to when he gets around to getting 
old(er). Conventioneers also had a chance to peruse the RFPA book table Alex set up.

to Rev. Langerak. He even was able to share his work with 
some of the boys from his cabin!

Rev. Joshua Engelsma, our other author, lives in Doon, 
Iowa. Rev. Engelsma knew we planned to send him a copy 
of his new book, Dating Differently, via priority mail, but 
we had told him it would be shipping the third week of 
October. When the book arrived a week early, we emailed 
Rev. Engelsma’s wife, Courtney, letting her know the good 
news. The book arrived in Doon a few days later, and 
Courtney was ready to snap a picture.

One of the best parts of book projects is seeing authors 
hold the book in their hands after all of their hard work. 
We appreciate those who help us make this happen!



Thank you!

At the end of 2019, we mailed out a year-end donation 
letter to almost 3,300 U.S. supporters of the RFPA. The 
letter requested financial assistance to help cover our 
publishing costs. You heard and gave, and we thank 
you. Your generosity allows us to continue publishing 
sound, Reformed literature and make it available to the 
broadest possible audience. A hearty THANK YOU to 
all that were able to give!

Coming April 2020—Letters from Katie Luther: A Novel 
by Shirley Casemier

Book summary
This book is a fictionalized biography for ages ten and up 
about Katherine Luther, told through Katie’s letters and the 
memories of her best friend, Ave (Ah-vay). The Lord gave 
Katie many joys as a wife and mother, but he was also pleased 
to send her and her family many trials of faith. Through it 
all Katie learns that Jehovah holds the hand of the believing 
child of God and comforts her in every affliction.  

A new author
Shirley Casemier is a retired Christian 
school teacher. She lives in Zeeland, 
Michigan and attends First Protestant 
Reformed Church of Holland, 
Michigan.

Shirley’s good friend Linda Van 
Uffelen calls Shirley the Grandma 
Moses of writing because she did not 
take writing up seriously until she 

was in her eighties! In earlier years, Shirley and her late 
husband Verne were both avid golfers. Shirley also ran an 
upholstery business. Today she enjoys reading, writing, 
cross stitching, knitting, and visiting with friends. Shirley 
especially loves being outside and admits she can be a bit 
crabby if she spends too long indoors!

Learning something new
In her research Shirley found Katie’s life to be both interesting 
and inspiring. She also learned some things about Katie that 
she wasn’t aware of. For example, not only did Katie often 
find herself making an evening meal for twenty or more 

Reader feedback
“I am so very grateful for this ministry…
In this day of so much of the ‘man-
centered’ nonsense the publications of 
RFPA speak loudly that it is our mighty 
God [in] whom all the glory abides.” 

—a reader in Georgia

“We didn’t have to remind [our boys] 
or get on them to read it. They wanted  
to! And finished  it in shocking 
time!  Made for an enjoyable Sunday 
evening of discussion with our boys. 
And the questions made for a great 
starting point with that.”—a parent on 
Dating Differently

“Rev. Hoeksema’s exposition of 
Revelation is a priceless tome of pastoral 
insight and scholarly wisdom. A superb, 
user friendly, amillennial analysis of 
one of the most important books in 
the canon of scripture.”—Rev. Charles 

Roberts, a book club member in South 
Carolina on Behold, He Cometh!: An 
Exposition of the Book of Revelation

“What a pleasure to read so many things 
from so many angles about the utter 
sufficiency and power of Christ and His 
righteousness to freely justify us through 
faith! Engelsma states ‘justification is a 
perfect act of salvation,’ with us receiving 
a ‘perfectly accomplished verdict’ (p. 449).  
In Christ we are right with God forever, 
as safe and justified now as we ever 
will be! Also the book is so helpful in 
understanding how the wrong teachings 
of the federal vision and the new 
perspectives on Paul are perpetuated 
through both subtlety and outright 
misinterpretation of scripture, causing 
Engelsma to say: ‘The federal vision is as 
ignorant of the law as it is of the gospel’ 
(p. 488). But this [is] a book to make us 
see we are co-heirs with Christ and have 
a right to all His blessings only for the 

sake of His righteousness.”—Philip 
Urie, a ruling elder in the Hazelton 
Area Reformed Presbyterian Church 
in Pennsylvania on Gospel Truth  
of Justification

“Jehovah’s Mighty Acts is wonderful, and  
at a language level that is perfect for 
reading aloud to younger children! 
Beautiful illustrations as well.” 

—Sharon Gordon, a book club member in  
New Jersey

“The storytelling, the large print, and the 
eye catching color pictures make this 
book an engaging read for children ages 
7–10…My kids love to hear the scripture 
narrative in story form and I appreciate 
that the theological truths written in 
simple language present opportunities 
for discussion and growth in knowledge 
and maturity of faith for them.” 

—LeAnne Westra, a book club member 
in Colorado on Jehovah’s Mighty Acts

guests, she also was responsible for 
raising and slaughtering the cattle 
that she would either sell or use to 
cook these meals. Shirley was also 
impressed by Katie’s deep respect for 
her husband; Katie would always 
call Martin Luther “Sir Doctor.”

What should we take away from 
the story?
When asked what she hoped her 
young readers would learn from 
reading about Katie’s life, Shirley told us, “When God sends 
trials into our lives, it is not to punish us but to strengthen 
our faith. As it says in Hebrews, ‘No chastening for the 
present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless 
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness.’” 



His Friends and Servants by Rev. Nathan J. Langerak 
(coming Fall 2020)

This second volume in the Tell His Wonders Bible story 
book series will survey the lives and stories of some of the 
Old Testament saints whom God made to be his friends and 
servants. Each story points readers to Jesus Christ, revealing 
Jehovah as faithful to his covenant people.

This book will include chapters on Job and the patriarchs, 
Joseph and his brothers, several judges, King David, Daniel 
and his friends, and more.

Final cover will be in full color Abram and Melchizedek

Book donation projects

New translation 

Recent projects
Over the past couple months individuals from our donor 
list have had opportunity to give to some specific causes.

A student in Malaysia contacted us seeking Reformed 
literature: Voice of our Fathers, Hyper-Calvinism and 
the Call of the Gospel, Common Grace Revisited, and 
Calvin’s Calvinism. When we made his request known to 
someone who had just joined our donors list, they jumped 
at the opportunity to cover the cost of the books and the 
cost to ship them. The student was very grateful! 

Covering foreign shipping rates: Recently Rev. Angus 
Stewart, pastor of Covenant Protestant Reformed Church 
in Ballymena, Northern Ireland, ran out of an RFPA title 
in his Reformed bookstore and needed to restock a couple 
more. International shipping is very expensive, so another 
donor stepped up and covered the cost to ship the books 
to him.

Books to pastors: A generous supporter of the RFPA agreed 
to cover the cost of 112 copies of Calvin’s Calvinism and 
shipping for these books to be sent to Chris Arnzen, host 
of Iron Sharpens Iron Radio, and distributed at his annual 
January pastors’ luncheon in Carlisle, Pennsylvania.

Oasis Books in Logan, Utah: Gina Solanyk, a supporter 
from Loveland, Colorado informed us about this 
Christian bookstore located in a heavily Mormon area 
of the country. Logan is a college town so many of the 
bookstore’s customers are students. Gina worked with the 
evangelism committee of Loveland Protestant Reformed 
Church to send Jehovah’s Mighty Acts, Dating Differently, 
and The Amazing Cross to Oasis Books.

New opportunities
We are thankful for donation opportunities and for those 
who willingly fill the need. Here is a current list of donation 
opportunities:

In November 2018 the RFPA granted 
Ninel Lazar of Magna Gratia ministries 
(magnagratia.org) the rights to translate 
Saved by Grace: A Study of the Five 
Points of Calvinism into Romanian. 
Early in September 2019, we received 
word that he had finished the translation. 
The entire project took less than a year! 

Books needed in West Michigan: One of our Protestant 
Reformed book club agents volunteers at a West Michigan 
food pantry. People who visit the pantry have been especially 
appreciative of the Reformed pamphlets he has handed out. 
He is now looking to raise funds for smaller, paperback 
RFPA books to be given out by him at the pantry.

Books needed in the United Kingdom: A Presbyterian 
pastor in the United Kingdom has told us that he thinks 
Doctrine According to Godliness is a wonderful book. He 
would love to have a “boxful to give away!” 

Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals Conference: It can be 
difficult for the RFPA to attend conferences like this one 
where publishers can display books but cannot sell them. 
But when attendance fees and travel costs are covered by 
donors, we can not only attend conferences, but we can also 
make contact with more potential readers and bookstore 
owners and introduce these individuals to our publications. 

There are always opportunities to support current and 
future RFPA readers. It is our prayer that God continue 
to give us the contacts and the financial resources to 
meet their needs. If you are interested in donating to 
one of these projects, please email mail@rfpa.org or call 
(616) 457-5970.
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RFPA update
“I don’t know why I let my Standard Bearer  
subscription lapse, as it is THE best 
publication! So impressed at the quality 
and orthodoxy of this publication.” 
—a subscriber in South Dakota

SUBSCRIBE TODAY AT RFPA.ORG!


