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PREFACE

It is my purpose with this short series of articles to relate some 
of my remembrances of Herman Hoeksema. I do not intend to 

write a biography. I do not claim that the events I describe were 
of any special importance for the church. But I do think that these 
recollections may be of some benefit to the members of the Prot-
estant Reformed Churches, especially the younger members, who 
never knew the man. The remembrances will show something of 
the man to those who know Hoeksema only as a theologian and 
an author.

The occasion for the remembrances is the long span of time 
between the life of Hoeksema and the majority of members of the 
Protestant Reformed Churches today. Hoeksema died in 1965, 
more than forty years ago. No one under forty five years of age 
has any personal recollection of the man. Among the ministers, 
at the time of this writing I am the last man in the active ministry 
to have had all three years of his seminary training under Her-
man Hoeksema, indeed to have had any part of seminary training 
under him. Few even of the active ministers remember him. The 
memory of the man fades fast.

The reason for the remembrances is that Herman Hoeksema 
was a great man. He was a great man of God on behalf of the Prot-
estant Reformed Churches. He was a great man of God for the 
Reformed faith in the world. He was a great man of God in and for 
the church of Jesus Christ.
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Many will dispute this judgment as the biased esteem of a 
former pupil and ardent, if not blind, disciple. But they will be 
wrong. For one thing, after forty-five years in the ministry, having 
read widely in the history of the church and of the world, having 
observed closely events ecclesiastical and civil, having experi-
enced much in the covenant and in society, and having learned to 
make judgments in light of scripture, the creeds, and the history 
of the Christian church, I am a blind disciple of no man (if ever I 
was), including Herman Hoeksema. For another thing, my judg-
ment of Hoeksema’s greatness is based on solid, objective, indeed 
incontrovertible evidence. Christ will display the true greatness 
of the man—as his own work of grace—in the final judgment, 
when the last in the judgment of men shall be first by the judg-
ment of God.

—David J. Engelsma




