When Paul stood before Felix, the Roman governor
in Caesarea, he spoke to him “concerning the faith in
Christ. And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled” (Acts
24:24-25). Paul always took the opportunity to speak
concerning the faith in Christ, the precious good news
that Jesus died and rose again according to the Scriptures, and that those who believe in Him, by the grace
of God, will be saved. But Paul did not hesitate at the
same time to reason of righteousness, temperance, and
judgment to come. He reproved Felix of sin and warned
him that a day will come when he will be the one standing before the Judge of the living and the dead. And
Felix trembled.
But Paul always had a missionary motive.
Later he stood before Herod Agrippa. He asked
the king if he believed that Jesus was indeed the Christ
promised in the Scriptures. Agrippa replied that he was
almost persuaded to be a Christian. Whereupon Paul
expressed the missionary motive in his heart, “I would
to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me
this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am,
except these bonds” (Acts 26:29).
Jonah, on the other hand, did not want to go to
Nineveh to reprove them of their evil ways. Only when
God sent a mighty tempest and brought a great fish to
swallow him and carry him in its belly for three days
and three nights was Jonah willing to preach repentance
to Nineveh. God used his preaching too, in spite of
his lack of missionary motive, to spare that great city
wherein were more than six-score thousand persons

who could not discern between their right hand and
their left hand, and also much cattle.
The motive of elenctics ought not be to win an argument with an unbeliever; not to show the absurdity of
his heathenism; not to make ourselves feel good about
ourselves; not merely to do what we know we must do.
But the motive of elenctics is always, if it is the will of
God, the repentance and salvation of the man of the
world. This can only be done by the believer who not
only believes in the Lord with all his heart, but whose
heart also throbs with desire for the salvation of the
elect who are still outside the walls of the city of God.
The Holy Spirit will reprove the world of sin and save
the elect of God using believers who thrill to sing these
words of Psalter #259, a versification of Psalm 96:
Tell of His wondrous works, tell of His glory,
Till through the nations His name is revered;
Praise and exalt Him for He is almighty,
God over all let the Lord be feared (stanza 2).
Vain are the heathen gods, idols and helpless;
God made the heav’ns, and His glory they tell;
Honor and majesty shine out before Him,
Beauty and strength in His temple dwell (stanza 3).
Make all the nations know God reigns forever;
Earth is established as He did decree;
Righteous and just is the King of the nations,
Judging the people with equity (stanza 5).

But how exactly should I do elenctics?
How do I unmask the sin of the man of this world,
convince him of that sin, and reprove him for that sin?
Let’s come back to that next time.

Strength of youth

Rev. Ryan Barnhill, pastor of the Peace Protestant Reformed Church in Dyer, Indiana

The seventh commandment
and the single life
Previous article in this series: January 15, 2019, p. 187.

In my last article I addressed the sin of pornography.
Warnings concerning the sin and our calling with regard
to it were also brought. Even though it was pornography
that was addressed, the instruction, warnings, and
calling that were given can be applied more broadly to
any sexual sin.
But the question may well be asked by young people,
“How ought we, then, to live? We are to flee from por384 • The Standard Bearer • May 15, 2019

nography and other sexual sin. But what can be said
positively about how God will have us to live in light
of the seventh commandment?” We may not, therefore, stop at issuing the negative calling to flee from
such sin, but we must also give the positive calling. The
Heidelberg Catechism, in its treatment of the seventh
commandment, certainly brings out the prohibition of
the commandment, but also teaches us its requirement:

“[That we must] live chastely and temperately, whether
in holy wedlock or in single life…[s]ince both our body
and soul are temples of the Holy Ghost, He commands
us to preserve them pure and holy…” (Q&As 108-109).
We will notice, this time, what God requires of us in the
single life. Probably most of the young people reading this,
as well as some of the young adults, are single. Although
this article applies to those who are older and unmarried,
it certainly applies to you who are younger, even to those
who are dating and not yet married.
Allow me to suggest three categories, all starting
with “C,” that help us understand our life and calling in
the single state as related to the seventh commandment.
Christ
What is most important in the unmarried state is to
understand that you are in a relationship. Carefully
read Ephesians 5:22ff. Marriage is a picture of the
relationship of Christ and the church. We are intimately
united to Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the Head of the
church, and the church is His body. This spiritual
reality applies to all of God’s people—also those who
are single. We have everything, absolutely everything, in
Him. This relationship is everything! This relationship
is all-satisfying.
Knowing this relationship, there is contentment even
when the Lord has not given a husband or a wife to live
with in the intimacy of marriage. Knowing the present
bliss of Christ and the blessings in Him, gladly do we
behave chastely in dating before marriage. Knowing
the delight of this relationship with our Lord, there is a
joy we have that is so much deeper than the “happiness”
offered in electronic immorality. Knowing the everlasting treasures found in our loving Savior and Head, Jesus
Christ, the fleeting promises of sexual pleasure outside
the marriage bed offered by the world no longer have
their hold.
Are we under the chief means of grace at church,
where Christ is preached in all His glory and beauty?
Are we in the Word day after day, studying and meditating upon that relationship of Christ and His church
which fills the pages of Scripture? This is what you
need, young people, in your unmarried life. Stand in
wonder, day after day, as you gaze by faith upon the
lovely face of your Savior.
Chastity
God calls single young people and young adults to a life
of chastity. This is one idea, among others, included
in the biblical word “pure.” Purity is one of the
characteristics of the citizens of the kingdom, as Jesus
says in Matthew 5:8: “Blessed are the pure in heart:

for they shall see God.” The citizens of the kingdom
are those for whom Jesus has died. The citizens of the
kingdom are those who have been regenerated by the
Spirit of Jesus Christ—Jesus Christ, who is the pure
in heart. These citizens are sanctified by the Spirit of
Christ—separating them from sin and defilement and
consecrating them to God. To be sure, we kingdom
citizens have only a small beginning of obedience. All
our lifetime we learn more and more to know our sinful
nature, and thus become the more earnest in seeking the
remission of sin and righteousness in Christ (Heidelberg
Catechism, A. 115). What characterizes the citizen of
the kingdom is a genuine devotion to the thrice-holy
God, a life of thankful service to God.
Purity can, of course, refer to many areas of life, but
we are interested in sexual purity. Citizens of the kingdom, the pure in heart, abhor the filth of sexual sin.
Pornography and related sexual sins are like sewage.
Beneath the streets of New York is an extensive sewer
system, carrying polluted water. This sickly green water is thick, frothy, and slimy. The very sight and smell
of this underground flow is repulsive and revolting. The
kingdom citizen seeks, by God’s grace, to be unpolluted
in a world of so much sexual sewage. Sexual purity is
a life of thankful service to God when we are on our
phone, reading a book, thinking thoughts, and when we
are all alone at home. Earlier I referred to the spiritual
reality of Christ and the church. In this relationship,
the church submits to Christ, her Head. The church
submits to Christ’s will also regarding sexual matters,
and this manifests itself in a life of chastity, even though
such a life includes difficulties and sacrifice. In short, a
life of sexual purity is this: “glorify God in your body,
and in your spirit, which are God’s” (I Cor. 6:20).
Preparation for marriage is also a part of this
chaste single life. Certainly, marriage is not for all—the
single life is good (I Cor. 7:8), and we must remember
this and be sensitive to this. However, not all have the
gift of sexual self-control, and such ought to marry;
it is better to marry than to burn in lust (I Cor. 7:9).
The citizen of the kingdom who understands this will,
with a Spirit-worked desire for sexual purity, seek out a
spiritually like-minded man or woman to date, chastely
prepare for marriage in that period of dating, and then
marry. Here is a paragraph from our biblically-based
Marriage Form:
For, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own
wife, and every woman her own husband (I Cor. 7:2);
insomuch that all who are come to their years and have
not the gift of continence are bound by the command
of God to enter into the marriage state, with knowledge
and consent of parents (or guardians) and friends; so
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that the temple of God, which is our body, may not be
defiled; for, whosoever defileth the temple of God, him
shall God destroy (I Cor. 3:17).

Care
But we can say more about our life and calling as
those who are unmarried. These single years are an
opportunity to care for the things of the Lord. Consider
what I Corinthians 7:32, 34 say: “But I would have you
without carefulness. He that is unmarried careth for the
things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the
Lord:…[T]he unmarried woman careth for the things
of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in
spirit.” This word “careth” is the same word the Bible
uses in other places in the sense of anxiety—a mind that
is drawn in different directions and filled with a flurry
of thoughts. In the I Corinthians 7 passage, this care is
not anxiety, but rather describes the single person who
is consumed with the things of the Lord. This caring
for the things of the Lord is a life of holiness: separation
from sin (including sexual impurity) and consecration
to the Lord (including the area of sexual purity). As the
context in I Corinthians 7 makes plain, the unmarried
can serve the Lord more fully than the married, for
the married must attend to the responsibilities of their
marriage, their home, and their day-to-day earthly
existence (I Cor. 7:33, 34).
What does this care for the things of the Lord look
like? Although consistent devotional life should mark

all the years of your life, now you have the opportunity
to give yourself to that in a uniquely full and rich way!
When was the last time you visited with and encouraged
those elderly saints in your church? Are you a well-prepared, regular, and lively attendee at your church Bible
society? What about that volunteer work at the local
Christian school, or that committee work at church?
Young ladies, have you ever considered lending a hand
to that busy mother in your church, or just offering a
word of encouragement? Young men, have you ever given thought to walking alongside and helping that man
in your congregation who is struggling in his marriage?
There is a warning to be issued. What is often
true of saints who fall into sexual sin is that they had
been slothfully neglecting their callings. Idleness is Satan’s workshop. When David committed adultery with
Bathsheba, he had stayed back to enjoy leisure in Jerusalem when he should have been on the battlefield. In
contrast to this, remember Joseph, who was busy serving the Lord in Potiphar’s house, not giving heed to the
advances of Potiphar’s wicked wife. God’s will for us as
unmarried Christians is busyness in serving Him.
Dear single reader, your life right now ought
to be one of full, rich service to the Lord Jesus Christ!
This is your willing and thankful service to your Master, the One to whom you belong.
In the next article, Lord willing, we will consider to
what we are called, positively, in the life of marriage.

News from our churches

Mr. Perry Van Egdom, member of the Protestant Reformed Church of Doon, Iowa

Trivia question
In looking for a trivia question, I randomly picked a bound
volume off my shelf. The report of Classis West held
March 2-3, 1977 stared out at me. So…where was that
Classis held? And how was the weather? Answers later in
this column.
Congregational activities
Attention all Sunday School teachers, parents of Sunday
School children, and any others in the Grand Rapids
area who are interested: Plan now to attend a lecture
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by Rev. J. Smidstra on “The Value of Sunday School
for the Body of Christ.” The lecture will be sponsored
by the Protestant Reformed Sunday School Teachers’
Association and will be held at Byron Center PRC on
May 16 at 7:30 p.m.
Why do we use the King James Version (KJV) of the
Bible? What errors are found in other versions? A presentation was held May 9 at Calvary PRC in Hull, IA
on the KJV.
From Georgetown PRC’s (Hudsonville, MI) bulletin
we find this significant item in April:

