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God did an amazing wonder when He commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness in the first day 
of creating the heaven and the earth.  God does 
an amazing wonder today when He shines in your 
spiritual heart to give you the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 The title of your magazine, Ignited by the 
Word, is a beautiful title.  As a young saint, you can 
say with certainty, you are ignited by the Word.  
What does that mean?  God gives you faith to know 
him.  God shines in your spiritual heart the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God.  How does God 
do that shining in your heart?  Mainly by using your 
faithful minister when he preaches Jesus Christ 
to you twice each Sunday.  You hear Jesus Christ 
through the voice of your minister.  The Spirit of God 
gives you the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God by the preaching of the Word. 
 Since God ignites you by the Word, you shine 
forth as a spiritual light amid the darkness of this 

sinful world.  And remember this reality since we 
are often proud of ourselves, God ignites us by the 
Word in earthen vessels, earthly bodies, that are 
weak, that can be made sick by a Covid-19 virus 
we cannot see.  Why?  So that the excellency of the 
power of that igniting may be of God, and not of us.
 Thanks be to God that we have Ignited 
by the Word to read and enjoy and be spiritually 
encouraged.
 II Corinthians 4:6-7, “For God, who 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ.  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, 
that the excellency of the power may be of God, and 
not of us.”

For Jesus Christ our King,
Editor-in-Chief, David Harbach

Ignited by The Word is published four times a 
year by the Reformed Free Publishing Association: 
1894 Georgetown Center Dr. Jenison, MI 49428-
7137. The subscription is $15 a year.  Please send all 
business correspondence, address changes, and 
subscriptions to the RFPA business office.

Ignited by the Word is prepared for publication by 
Northbound Studio.  

Postmaster
Send address changes to Ignited by the Word, 1894 
Georgetown Center Dr. Jenison, MI 49428-7137.

Reprint and online posting policy
Permission is hereby granted for the reprinting 
or online posting of articles in Ignited by the 
Word by other publications, provided that such 
reprinted articles are reproduced in full; that proper 
acknowledgement is made; and that a copy of the 
periodical or internet location in which such reprint 
or posting appears is sent to the business office.

Editorial policy
The articles of Ignited by The Word do not 
necessarily indicate the viewpoint of Ignited by The 
Word staff.  Every author is solely responsible for 
the contents of his own article.  Ignited by The Word 
encourages its readers to contact the business 

office with any questions or comments.  Letters 
may be edited for printing.  We will not publish 
anonymous letters but will withhold names upon 
request.  All submissions should be sent to the 
business office six weeks prior to the publication 
date and must be typed in Microsoft Word Format. If 
any material of Ignited by The Word is reprinted by 
another periodical, we will appreciate your giving 
the source and forwarding the printed periodical to 
the business office.

Advertising policy
Ignited by the Word does not accept commercial 
advertising of any kind.

Website for Ignited by the Word: 
http://www.ignitedbytheword.org

The Reformed Free Publishing Association maintains 
the privacy and trust of its subscribers by not 
sharing with any person, organization, or church 
any information regarding Ignited by the Word 
subscribers.

Business Office
Mr. Alex Kalsbeek
1894 Georgetown Center Dr
Jenison, MI 49418
alexkalsbeek@rfpa.org

welcome dear young saint,



Kids’ SubmissionDe votional:
He Shall Purif y

Peter and John confessed they could not keep 
silent of the glorious truths they had witnessed 
and learned under the preaching of Jesus. 
Following His death and resurrection, these 
two apostles were taken by the Sadducees 
and commanded to speak no more of the 
name and truths of Jesus. Yet, by the power 
of the Holy Spirit in them, they confessed the 
mighty power of the Word of God in their 
hearts – unable to be stopped by the mere 
words of unbelieving man.  

This same Word dwells in you by the Holy 
Spirit, burning within you that you cannot but 
speak of the mighty works of the Lord. We see 
them every day. We see the majesty of God 
in creation, we experience the blessedness 
of salvation Christ has purchased for us, we 
see evidence of the grace of God working in 
those who have lost a loved one, we see a love 
for the Lord in the actions and words of our 
classmates and teachers. And the Word burns 
within us, directing us back to the Lord who has 
given us the eyes of faith and who works in us 
to speak of the glorious things our Savior has 
done for us. 

It is not our own strength that burns within 
us to speak of the Almighty God. It is not our 
own strength that causes us to see the Lord 
working in many mysterious, yet beautiful 

ways. It is not our own strength that enables 
us to confess and believe in the one, only true 
God. It is the Word, Jesus Christ. It is the Holy 
Spirit dwelling in us. It is the Triune God who 
gives us the strength, the faith, the ability to 
see Him in all things, to confess His name, to 
believe He is the God of our salvation, and who 
enables us to proclaim to others, “This God is 
my God”, “Come and see the works of God” 
(Psalm 48:14, Psalm 66:5).  

“Stand still, and consider the wondrous works 
of God” as you exist in this life today (Job 
37:14). See His sovereign hand in everything, 
be comforted knowing your Savior is with you, 
and burn with the joy and hope of everlasting 
life that is yours in Christ. The God of heaven 
and earth is present in everything today. See 
Him working through your teachers, through 
your classmates, through the difficulties He 
sends upon you and, by the work of the Spirit 
in you, confess “I cannot but speak the things 
which I have seen and heard in this day. My 
God is working His perfect plan – all blessing, 
glory, and power be to Him.”

May this confession ever be on our lips as we 
grow in grace by the mighty power of the Lord 
who has chosen us to Himself and who purifies 
us by His sovereign, Fatherly hand. 

for we cannot but speak | by: kara kamps
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read Psalm 119: 105-112

sing Psalter 428 vs. 5, 8

prayer 
Grant, Almighty God, that as thou shinest on us by thy 
Word, we may not be blind at mid-day, nor willfully 
seek darkness, and thus lull our minds asleep: but that 
exercising ourselves in thy Word, we may stir up ourselves 
more and more to fear thy name, and thus present 
ourselves, and all our pursuits, as a sacrifice to thee, that 
thou mayest peaceably rule, and perpetually dwell in us, 
until thou gatherest us to thy celestial habitation, where 
there is reserved for us eternal rest and glory, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  (John Calvin)

Read Psalm 66:16

Sing Psalter 174 

prayer 
How will you use your tongue today - in the 
service of God, or will words of unrighteousness 
spew from your lips?  In the last day, we will 
“give an account of every idle word [we] 
have spoken, which the world only counts 
amusement and jest” (Belgic Confession, Art. 
37). Thus, may we pray with the psalmist “Let 
the words of my mouth, and the meditation of 
my heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my 
strength, and my redeemer” (Psalm 19:14).

“come and 
see the 

works of 
god” 
-Psalm 66:5



Sometimes it’s easy for us to take the 
stories of Jesus’ life for granted because 
we hear them so often, but what should 
strike us as we go through them is that 
God’s love for us shines so much  in the 
life of Jesus.  

We all know this. We see God walking on 
the earth with a weak body, a human 
nature, and all of  the temptations that 
come with these things. For us. 

9. In this was manifested the love of God 
toward us, because that God sent his 
only begotten Son into the world, that we 
might live through him.
10. Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and sent his Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins.
11. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought 
also to love one another.
1 John 4:9-11.

How is the love of God shown to us? 
These verses say that God’s love is 
manifested, proven, by God sending His 
only begotten Son into the world. Such a 
simple and short phrase, yet so powerful 
when you think about it.

The Almighty God, Creator of the 
heavens and earth and of things visible 
and invisible, lived in perfect fellowship 

with Himself in glory. He needed nothing 
and no one else to satisfy any longing or 
desire. He was perfectly content. Yet, He 
planned in eternity to create a world that 
would glorify His own name.

It was a beautiful world where everything 
lived in harmony. The Garden of Eden 
was filled with the fragrance of spring, of 
blooming flowers and sprouting grass. 
The sun warmed the skin of Adam and 
Eve, reminding them of the presence of 
the true Light. The animals and plants 
grew together in beauty and fellowship. 
In the cool of the evening, God would 
come down and walk with man through 
the Garden. It might be easy to see the 
love of God here.

But then man became greedy and 
sinned. Fellowship was lost and death 
entered the world. You can almost see 
the sun dim at the moment the fruit 
touched Adam’s and Eve’s lips. It seems
tragic to us. Unthinkable. How could 
they deny that love of God? But God 
was using this for a greater purpose. He 
established a covenant with His chosen 
people and His plan began to unfurl.

herein is love | by: Lynnae Miedema

photo credit to: phil harbach
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Thousands of years of human history 
unfolded. Men became more openly vile 
and wicked. Their hatred for God grew with 
each new generation. Wicked leaders ruled 
the world and God’s people were dispersed 
and chastised because of their sins. God 
was silent for 400 years. Israel apostatized. 
All seemed lost.

Then a young, unmarried woman was 
visited by an angel, and a few months 
later she had a baby in a stable. God sent 
His only begotten Son into the world. God 
sent His Son into the world and the world 
received Him not. Worse, they rejected Him 
openly and without hesitation. This weak 
and humble Preacher and Healer was not 
the king they wanted. The Son of God was 
known as the carpenter’s Son. The almighty 
God grew exhausted enough to sleep in the 

back of a boat thrown by the waves. He wept for 
the wickedness of the world. When He preached 
repentance, they tried to stone Him. When He 
raised Lazarus from the dead, they plotted 
to kill Him. The greed of those closest to Him 
exchanged His life for 30 pieces of silver.

But that wasn’t it. He was also rejected by God. 
As the nails tore His hands and feet apart, the 
voice of the Son cried out, “My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?” The answer to that 
question is this: so that we might live through 
Him. His life for mine. Clothed in my sin, Christ 
suffered God’s rage.

Isaiah 53: 5 - “He was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: 
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; 
and with his stripes we are healed.”

What have we done to deserve this? Absolutely 
nothing. But herein is love: none of this 
happened because we loved God. Rather, all of 
this is because God loves us and has given His 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. We are 
right with God again.

What’s our response to this? Love one 
another. Love your classmates. Love one 
another sitting in the pews on Sunday. 
Love even those who can be hard to love. 
Recognize them as set apart for God’s glory. 
Recognize them as chosen, holy, and dearly 
loved of God. The world talks a lot about love, 
but herein is true love.



Church History

Dry, untouched, and lonely, the wick of the 
candle sat in its familiar crooked stance. The wax 
underneath remained in its solid and original form. 
No flame crackled, no sparks flew, no warmth, no 
sweet smell. Only cold and dark.  

At a time between 1475 and 1490, a man named 
Hugh Latimer was born in Leicestershire, a city 
of England. His parents were very wealthy and 
therefore, gave him every opportunity of being 
educated. Latimer soon found interest in the study 

of theology and gave of his time and energy to serve 
the Church.  

Around him in England, much change was taking 
place. Henry VIII sat on the throne as a most sinful 
man. He was very unfaithful in his marriage and 
wanted to do away with his current wife. This was 
against the rule of the pope, so Henry got rid of the 
role of the Pope as head of the church in England. 
Henry then took his position as head of the Church 
instead.  

Although Henry was a sinful and proud 
man, God used him as a means to be able 
to strike a match for reform in England.  
Latimer was a very smart man, but he 
used his knowledge to only go against the 
efforts of men who were trying to bring 
good change to the church in England. 
He did all that he could to oppose the 
scriptures. Soon, though, by way of a 
man named Thomas Bilney, God brought 
Latimer to the service of the Reformation. 
Latimer no longer found any comfort in 
his doctrine of earning his own salvation. 
He realized that salvation could only be by 
the sacrifice of the perfect lamb of God.  

A glimmer 
enlightened the 
end of the match, 
at the same time 
crawling into the 
heart of Latimer.  
Using his many 

great gifts, 
Latimer 

became a 

Church History: 
The Lamp-Lighte rs
Hugh Latimer | by:  Juline Hiemstra
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great and popular preacher. He preached 
against the sins of the bishops and other 
sinful practices in the Church. At times, 
his preaching was met with anger from the 
listeners. Because of this, Latimer’s life was one of 
both success and suffering. For six years, Latimer was 
imprisoned in the Tower of London because he refused 
to teach the false doctrine of transubstantiation. He was 
released only when King Henry VIII finally died.  

Although hidden in a tower for a time, the glimmer had grown 
into a small flame. Touched by the truths being preached and 
the firm stand on God’s Word, the fire was given strength to 
grow. More attempts were made to blow this fire out, though. 
 
Edward VI took the throne after Henry VIII, but Edward soon died. 
It is then that Bloody Mary came to the throne. Mary hated all 
protestants (those pushing for reform). She knew of Latimer and 
his teachings, and immediately had him thrown into the tower 
of London again. In the tower, men were sent to constantly 
torment Latimer and try to get him to deny his beliefs. Latimer 
stood firm in his confession of Jesus Christ and did not back 
down.  

The flame grew taller and taller. It let off a vibrant glow and 
burned only brighter as the winds of torment came with blow 
after blow.  

Hugh Latimer, Thomas Ridley, and Thomas Cranmer 
were all found guilty and sentenced to die. Ridley 
and Cranmer were fellow reformers like Latimer. 
Latimer and Ridley were tied to the same post to 
be burned. They prayed together and were soon 
lit on fire.  

“Be of good comfort, Master Ridley, and play the 
man: we shall this day light such a candle, by 
God’s grace, in England, as I trust shall never 
be put out,” Latimer said to Ridley while being 
burned.

  
The flame that had grown on the end of that 
match finally grabbed a hold of the wick of the 
candle of truth in England. A candle that would 
never be put out, for it was a candle that was 
Ignited by the Word.  



De votional: He Shall P urif y
the lord did it | by: Kara Kamps
The life of the elect child of God is not filled with promises of 
ease. Instead, we read in several places in Scripture that the 
life of the elect is difficult, filled with trials. Yet we also read 
that we are to joy in these trials, because in them the Lord 
is preparing us for our perfect place in heaven - shaping, 
purifying, and making us more like Himself, that we might 
reflect His glory more fully. (James 1:2-12; I Peter 1:6-7; Hebrews 
12:6-11, Psalm 119:71)

How does God draw us closer to Himself, making us more like 
unto Himself?  The Lord uses many things, but let’s consider 
the trials He might send, specifically illness. I’m sure all of you 
know someone who has cancer or some other disease. These 
sufferings are used by the sovereign Lord to strengthen our 
faith, thereby purifying us and drawing us closer to Himself.  
In these trials, the Lord is showing us our dependence on Him, 
that He is the only source of real strength. 

Through the trials, we are led to sink our roots deeper into 
Christ – to cling to Christ and nothing else. But these trials 
hurt and make us sad. We can be tempted to be angry at 
God, to cry out in unbelief, “Why, God?” (Psalm 77:1-9) However, 
we have the assurance that “all things work together for 
good to them that love God” (Romans 8:28). We may not see 
the good, but we can be confident that the Lord is at work. 

Therefore, in the midst of the trials the Lord sends, we lift our 
eyes to heaven and confess with the Psalmist “I was dumb, I 
opened not my mouth; because thou didst it.” (Psalm 39:9) Let 
us not argue against God. We know these trials are not bad 
for us because God is sending them to refine us in them. That 
is our comfort – knowing that in everything that happens, 
good or bad, my God, my source of strength and hope – He 
did it. And He controls it for my good and salvation.
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1. Many of us know the story of Job – his 
excruciating suffering and loss. In chapters 
38-41, the Lord displays His power and 
control over all things to Job. “Where wast 
thou when I laid the foundations of the 
earth?” (38:4). “Canst thou lift up thy voice 
to the clouds, that abundance of waters 
may cover thee?” (38:34). “Doth the eagle 
mount up at thy command, and make her 
nest on high?” (39:27). God is sovereign, 
He is in control over all. Take comfort. Your 
heavenly Father, whose ways are high 
above our ways, is at work.

psalm 34:8 “O taste and see that the Lord 
is good; blessed is the man that trusteth in 
him.”

sing Psalter 211 vs. 1 &3

2. read Hebrews 11:10-16
     sing Psalter 106: 1,2,5,6

What does it mean for you that this earth 
is not your home? Consider the works of 
the Lord in your life – He uses them to lead 
you to your heavenly home. How is the Lord 
preparing you for your heavenly home 
even today?

3. “When I in righteousness at last Thy 
glorious face shall see, when all the weary 
night is past, and I awake with Thee to view 
the glories that abide, then, then I shall be 
satisfied.” (Psalter 32:4)

At last in righteousness – our walk through 
this vale of tears is complete – we shall see 
our Lord, face to face, viewing the glories 
of Heaven that shall abide for eternity, 
then, then we shall find perfect rest. What 
a glorious hope is ours. Our Savior has 
conquered sin and death. May we find 
peace and rest in God’s Word, trusting and 
confessing “I know that I shall not be left 

forgotten in the grave, and from corruption, 
Thou, O Lord, thy holy one wilt save.” (Psalter 
28:4).

sing with joy and longing: Psalter 229, all 6 
verses

4. Read and memorize Psalm 23

prayer: Grant, Almighty God, that 
inasmuch as the condition of all those who 
fight under the banner of the cross of Christ 
seems at this day hard and even miserable, 
O grant that relying on thy promises, 
by which thou encourages us, we may 
continually persevere, and not hesitate to 
remain in thy fold, though wolves lie in wait 
for us on every side, and robbers also and 
thieves furiously assail us, so that we may 
ever remain under the protection of thy 
hand, and never envy the children of this 
world on account of their pleasures, ease, 
and worldly advantages, but patiently 
bear to be agitated by constant fear, so 
that we may with quiet minds wait until 
thou showest to us, when we come to die, 
that our salvation is safe and secure in thy 
hand; and having thus at length passed 
through all troubles, we may come to that 
blessed rest, which thine only-begotten 
Son has procured for us by his own blood. 
Amen    - John Calvin

May we find 
peace and rest
in God’s Word



Loud knocks startled the eighty-six year old 
man as he knelt in prayer in his home. The 
way that they pounded told him that these 
were not just any visitors waiting outside. 
These were the Roman soldiers. He opened 
the door and invited the soldiers inside.  

“Do you mind if I pray to God before you 
take me with you?” he calmly asked the 
soldiers, while offering them a refreshment.  

“Make it quick,” they gruffly answered him. 
When the old man finished, he was loaded 
into the soldiers’ chariots. They rode over 
the rough cobblestone streets of Smyrna 
until they finally reached the arena.  

“Polycarp! Polycarp! Polycarp! Polycarp!” 
the crowd shouted as they neared the 
entrance.

It is here, in this arena, that this man by the 
name of Polycarp would shine the light of 
God so very brightly.  

Polycarp was a man of God who lived very 
long ago. He was not born to parents who 
loved the Lord, but instead learned about 
God through a woman named Callisto. 
Callisto taught Polycarp the Bible and its 
truths, and he soon became a Christian. In 
this way, a candle flickered in his heart out 
of love for Jesus Christ.  

As Polycarp grew older, he studied the Word 
of God more and more and had teachers 
who helped him. One of his teachers was 

John, the apostle of Jesus. How special it 
must have been to be able to learn from 
someone who had walked and talked 
with Jesus! The beginning flicker of light in 
his heart grew into a flame as God made 
Polycarp a deacon, then an elder, and then 
the minister in the church of Smyrna.  

Many people loved Polycarp and looked 
up to him. He was seen as the leader of 
the Christians in Smyrna. While Polycarp 
preached in Smyrna, there were powerful 
men from the Roman government who 
hated the people of God. They were going 
around hurting and even killing those 
who loved Jesus. Soon, these soldiers also 
wanted to kill Polycarp. He was captured 
by the men of Rome and taken to an arena 
where they let out wild beasts and killed 
people with fire. 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/martyrs/polycarp.html 

https://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/timeline/1-300/polycarp-

quote-11629600.html Portraits of Faithful Saints

Church History: 
The Lamp-Lighte rs
polycarp | by: juline hiemstra

Polycarp is regarded as one of 
three chief Apostolic Fathers, 
along with Clement of Rome and 
Ignatius of Antioch.

Polycarp was born in  
ad 69, which placed him in 
the same lifetime as some 
of Jesus' disciples. He was 

taught by the Apostle John.
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“Swear by Caesar! Deny Jesus!” the 
proconsul demanded of Polycarp. 

“Eighty and six years have I served him, 
and he never did me any injury; how then 
can I blaspheme my King and my Savior?” 
Polycarp answered. 

“I will bring in the wild beasts to eat you!”  

“Bring them in!” Polycarp replied in faith. 

“I will bring fire, then!” the proconsul 
threatened. 

“Your fire only lasts a little while, but the fires 
of judgment cannot be quenched. Come, 
do as you will,” Polycarp answered boldly. 

At eighty-six years old, Polycarp was tied in 
ropes in a pile of wood and lit on fire. As he 
burned, he prayed to God, knowing that he 
was dying for the glory of God and His truth.  
That small flicker in Polycarp’s heart had 
grown into a flame. From the flame came 
a torch that burned so brightly that lamps 
were lit with the truths of God’s word. 

Church History: 
The Lamp-Lighte rs

Apostle John made Polycarp, his 
friend and student, a bishop in 
Smyrna. In Polycarp’s day, the of-
fice of bishop was basically that of 
a minister. In some places though, 
it was already becoming that of a 
single ruler of a congregation.

Wikipedia states that 
Polycarp’s name means 
“much fruit” in Greek. Isn’t 
this appropriate to describe 
the life he showed?

In AD 155, it is said of eye witnesses and 
remembered by the ancient church that 
Polycarp, a martyr, was burned at the stake 
by fire, but the fire seemed to make an 
arch around him and would not consume 
his body, so persecutors put him to death 
by the sword instead. 

At age twelve, many children began more 
serious studies, including the classic 
works of Greek and Roman authors. One 
such student, named Irenaeus, showed 
such knowledge. He also learned to 
understand the Bible and the message 
of Jesus Christ. His teacher was Polycarp, 
who repeated many things he had heard 
from the apostles and others who had 
been with Jesus and explained that they 
were “in complete harmony with Scripture”. 
Taking notes wasn’t convenient or cheap, 
so Irenaeus worked hard to commit 
Polycarp’s lessons to memory and could 
recall many of these teachings in his old 
age. While the news of Polycarp’s death 
was painful for Irenaeus, he knew that 
death for a Christian was not the end, 
because, as he wrote later, in Christ “the 
last enemy, death, is destroyed, which at 
the first had taken possession of man” (I 
Corinthians 15:26).

Simonetta Carr has written award-
winning Christian Biographies for Young 
Readers series. You may read to learn 
about Martin Luther, John Calvin, John 
Knox and Augustine to name a few.



Devotional: He Shall Purif y

Silver comes from a rock. If you looked at 
silver, you’d think it is an ordinary rock - 
bumpy and jagged, very few shiny spots 
of silver, and dirty-looking. The silversmith 
takes this ordinary looking rock because 
he knows it is silver and puts the rock in a 
long spoon or container that can handle 
hot fire. The rock is placed into the fire and it 
turns into a liquid. The dirt or impurities rise 
to the top of the liquid. At the right time, the 
silversmith takes the liquid out of the fire to 
skim the dirty pieces off the top and gets rid 
of it. He continues to put this rock into the 
liquid, allows the impurities or dirty pieces 
to rise to the top, and skims them off. He 
continues this process until he can see his 
own reflection in the shiny silver liquid like 
a mirror that reflects your own image. He 
allows this liquid to cool and shapes it into 

swords, jewelry and more. The silversmith is 
a picture of God, the Refiner, who puts you 
(rock) into the fire (trials or troubles in our 
lives) and this process of putting you into 
fiery trials makes your sins and ugly dirt rise 
to the surface and He removes them. While 
you endure these fiery trials, God stays 
close to you so you are not consumed or 
burned. We must humbly submit to God’s 
will for us to endure such trials, knowing He 
sent them and He will not ever leave us or 
forsake us. Rather, God uses this process 
to draw you to Himself and makes you look 
more and more like His Son, Jesus Christ. 
This fire is like the Holy Spirit, who causes 
you to grow more holy and separate from 
this world, looking more like Jesus. We will 
finally be made perfect when we join Jesus 
Christ in Heaven.

the refiner’s fire: does god see jesus in you? | by: gracia schipper
read malachi 3:3 | sing psalter #83

See the two rocks pictured: they display silver in its raw form, 
created by God, and found from the ground. This silver is mixed 
with copper, which geologists call a “half-breed”. To find pure silver 
is more rare than finding gold, because often silver is mixed with 
other elements. Thank you, Mr. Don & Lois Van Dyke, for sharing 
your rocks & knowledge about rocks with Ignited by the Word!

vol 1 | 36



For our encouragement, our Heavenly 
Father has given us numerous examples 
of sinner saints who withstood many 
trials and temptations by His mighty and 
merciful hand. God tested Abraham, Job, 
King David and many others, by sending 
diverse afflictions and temptations. James 
1:2-4 exhorts us to count it all joy to suffer 
various trials/temptations. Temptations in 
this context is synonymous here with trials. 
We understand that Satan tempts us but 
God tries us. However, depending on the 
context of Scripture, temptations and trials 
can be in the same event. 
 We are perfected by Christ. This 
perfecting is God “testing” our faith. When 
we hear that God is “testing” our faith, we 
must not think God is trying to see what 
we will do or catch us in sin. Rather, God 
purifies us (makes us holy and separate 
from this world and consecrates us to Jesus 
Christ through the Holy Spirit’s work in and 
through us). By way of God giving us trials 
to endure, He makes known unto YOU and 
me, Whose we are and what He has given 
us. We know we have faith, but we don’t 
always know how we will react to certain 
trials or even temptations for that matter. 
For example, it may be true for someone 
else that they understand personally what 
it is like to break an arm, get a sliver, or 
respond to a temptation to steal. You might 
not have experienced any of these and you 
don’t know how you will respond until you 
encounter it. 
 God gives us trials, NOT for Him to 
find out what we will do or learn how we 
will respond because He is omniscient 
(He knows all things) and He has ordained 
(planned eternally) all things before He 
even created Heaven and Earth in six 
days. Our merciful Father sends us trials 
and allows Satan to tempt us so that we 
learn about who we are and Whose we 
are! By God’s rich grace, we experience 
Him drawing us to Himself through trials 
and we become very aware of the grace 

He has worked in us to fight a particular 
temptation. God does this so YOU and I can 
know in our hearts with certainty, “I really 
do have a true faith! I have not turned away 
from Him!” (Romans 8:16-18). This is for 
God’s glory and it is used by the Holy Spirit, 
who assures our spirit that we must be a 
child of God if we can do this! We can only 
be drawn by Jesus to our Heavenly Father. 
Through fiery trials and only by His grace 
can we be more than a conqueror of sin! 
Like Job, God does the same with us; He 
brings us through great trials to reveal the 
power of His grace in our lives for His glory 
alone! Like Job, we too must acknowledge 
that God sends us trials in love, and brings 
us through them. So we should want to talk 
ABOUT God to others and talk TO God in 
prayer. Let us rejoice through trials because 
we are drawn closer to God by Jesus Christ 
and when by God’s grace we say, “No” to 
sin, we know God makes us willing and able 
to do His good pleasure (Philippians 2:12). 
When we see this evidence, we know with 
confidence, “I am a child of God”, and we 
give thanks to God in our thoughts, words, 
and deeds (Psalm 66:18-20). Praise God 
from whom all blessings flow!

silver, tried by fire
psalm 66:10, 18-20 | romans 8:16-18 (the holy spirit telling us to know we are god’s child)
psalter #174:1

1. Fire/Trials & Temptations are 
difficult and painful - used to pu-
rify us and make us shine brightly 

2. Holiness - separated from 
the world more and more and 
consecrated to Christ - piece 
of silver or gold made ready for 
Heaven

did you know...?
A silversmith would heat his 
furnace to over 1,750° F (950° 
Celsius)! That’s five times hotter 
than your oven!



Creation Connection 
to BibleCreation Connection: 
the Beauty of the Earth
a small flash in the night 
when summer has finally begun 
warm and wet for them just right 
breaking free after set of sun 
In the forest branches they hide 
so quiet, no sound they make 
in the fields and backyards to abide 
look closely near the stream or lake 
god gave them wings to fly 
a special kind of beetle they are 
organs by the stomach to supply 
that blinking light seen from afar 
god formed thousands of kinds 
all with unique patterns of flashing 
so that the creature of light finds 
friends with which they are matching 

this is the way that they talk 
not with words, but by shining bright 
for all to see as they walk 
oh, what a beautiful sight! 
exciting to see and fun to chase 
watch closely cupped in your hand 
how they are ignited in that place 
what a wonderful creation, so grand! 
you too, are a firefly 
made by our great Creator above 
you are able to soar on high 
on the wings of God’s love 
it is only in his hand 
where light is to be found 
ignited by his word you stand 
and shine brightly for all around

fireflies | by: juline hiemstra

did you know...?
Fascinating Facts about 
Fireflies! 

- Fireflies are not actually 
flies at all…they are beetles!

- Different firefly species 
may shine a different col-
or. Some glow blue, green, 
orange, or yellow. 

- Fireflies can be poisonous 
to some animals. Watch 
out, hungry frogs!
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by: steve kuiper, southwest protestant reformed church

consider the tulips
they rise from beds of warming earth
shoulder to shoulder
a well-ordered regiment
slim, sturdy soldiers
almost unnoticed
In their camouflage
until at some secret command
they open fire
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