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Especially in the times in which we live, when so many signs  
point us to the end of the ages, the two epistles to the 
Thessalonians take on greater significance since they instruct 
us concerning the second coming of Christ.

Paul had sent Timothy to Thessalonica to ascertain the 
welfare of this newly organized congregation. Upon his return 
Timothy reported that they were growing spiritually so that 
their faith was known throughout the churches. But there 
were problems. Some in the congregation expected Christ to 
return in their day and even in the very near future. This had 
raised a question in their minds concerning those who die 
before the Lord’s return and had also caused some to give up 
their work, sell their homes, and idle away the time while they 
waited for the day of Christ’s coming.

These and other problems occasioned Paul’s writing of the 
two epistles to the Thessalonians. The apostle would have 
gladly paid them a personal visit; but since this was impos-
sible, he writes these epistles under divine inspiration, and 
they are preserved for our edification.

In the second epistle Paul thanks God for the spiritual 
advancement of the congregation. They were growing exceed-
ingly in faith and were abounding in love toward one another 
and others of the household of faith. Even though they suf-
fered severe persecutions and tribulations, they bore them 
patiently and stood firm in the truth (1:3–4).

But their original problem, mentioned in the first epistle, 
still persisted and was even aggravated. They were shaken 
in mind and troubled, possibly by a letter purported to have 
been sent from the hand of Paul (2:2). They had the mistaken 
idea that the day of the Lord had come (2:3). There were some 
among them who had become idle busybodies and dependent 
on others for their daily existence (3:11–13).

Especially important in the second epistle is the instruction 
concerning the future rise of false prophets, the apostasy that 
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must come before Christ’s return, and the man of sin who will 
appear in due time. The theme is the revelation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ at his coming.

As we prepare to study these epistles, we should bear in 
mind that we are treading on holy ground. We are dealing 
with the infallibly inspired scriptures, which must be consid-
ered reverently and accepted in simple child-like faith. When 
man speaks, we may disagree or contradict; when God speaks, 
we humbly listen. Moreover, God’s word is the power unto 
salvation (Rom. 1:16), our spiritual meat and drink. We must 
search the scriptures with the prayer that we may live unto the 
praise of our God.

For your study it is important to have a Bible with refer-
ences, a good concordance, a Bible dictionary, and a good 
commentary on 1 and 2 Thessalonians such as the New 
Testament Commentary by William Hendriksen.
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Lesson 1

Overview of 1 Thessalonians

Introduction
On his second missionary journey the apostle Paul, accom-
panied by Silas and Timothy, had labored for some time and 
had established a church in Philippi. Because of the perse-
cution experienced there they continued on their journey to 
Thessalonica. Both Paul and Silas, having been beaten and 
imprisoned in Philippi, arrived in Thessalonica with fresh 
wounds they had received for the sake of the gospel.

Yet the apostle and his coworkers were ready to continue 
preaching the word also in Thessalonica until the persecu-
tion compelled him to leave. While Paul continued on to 
Berea, Silas and Timothy continued to labor for a time in the 
Thessalonian church and later joined Paul in Corinth. From 
Corinth Paul had sent Timothy to ascertain the conditions in 
the congregation of Thessalonica. As a result of Timothy’s 
report Paul wrote 1 Thessalonians, the first of all his epistles.

Study Questions and Activities

1. Read carefully the entire epistle. 

2. Study the map of Paul’s second missionary journey. Locate 
Thessalonica.
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3. Where did Paul begin his labors in Thessalonica (Acts 17)?

4. Paul’s preaching in Thessalonica

 a. What did Paul preach?

 b. Did some Jews believe and join Paul and Silas?

 c. Who also believed?
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 d. How long did Paul minister the word in Thessalonica?

5. Why was Paul forced to leave Thessalonica?

6. The congregation evidenced true faith and a sincere hope 
of eternal life (1 Thess. 1:3).

 a. To what does Paul ascribe this tremendous change 
from unbelief and idolatry to faith in the living God 
(1:4–6)?

 b. Was there evidence of a common bond with the other 
churches?

7. Labor among the Thessalonians (2:1–12)

 a. How had Paul and his coworkers labored among the 
Thessalonians?

 b. Of what had Paul and his coworkers been accused 
(2:3–6)?

 c. How was the Thessalonians’ wholehearted reception 
of the gospel proof of Paul’s sincerity as a true servant 
of Jesus Christ (2:12–14)?
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 d. What proof did the Thessalonians have that their faith 
was God’s work of grace in them (2:14–20)?

8. Paul’s concern for the congregation 

 a. Why was Paul concerned about the congregation?  
 What problems had arisen there (3:1–13)?

 b. What does Paul teach the members regarding a holy 
walk (4:1–2)?

 c. What does he say about brotherly love (4:9–12)?

 d. What problem had arisen concerning those who had 
died since coming to the faith (4:13–18)?

 e. Of what does Paul assure them?

9. What is our calling as believers who wait for the coming 
of the Lord?

10. What must be our attitude toward officebearers in the 
church (5:12–13)?
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11. Sum up Paul’s admonitions.

12. To what does Paul repeatedly refer, particularly at the end 
of almost every chapter?

“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 

—John 14:27


