
The RFPA welcomes a new author, Rev. Cory Griess, pastor 
of First Protestant Reformed Church in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. His first book is a thirty-one day devotional 
guide for families, Preparing for Dating and Marriage. To 
give you a better feel for the book, we asked Rev. Griess a 
few questions.

Who is this book for?
This book is for Christian families to read and discuss 
together. The book directly addresses the youth of the 
believing home, but the book is not meant to be read by 
those youth on their own. Instead, the intention is that parents 
read the book together with their children. Children seventh 
grade and older will profit the most from the family’s use of 
this book, but younger children will benefit as well. 

How can families use this book?
Primarily, my hope is that families use this book for their 
own daily family devotions (family worship). The content 
of the book is presented in a daily devotional format. The 
Reformed and Presbyterian tradition has always taught 

that Christians worship God in three 
ways. Most importantly, we worship 
God as a body of Christ together on 
the Lord’s day. Second, we worship 
God individually in our own personal 
Bible reading and prayer. And third, we 
worship God as families in scripture 
reading, prayer, and singing. I wrote 
this book mainly for use during the 
third of those, regular family worship. 
If a family has this practice already, then it should be easy to 
slide this book into the normal routine. However, if a family 
does not currently have a practice of regular family worship, 
or if a family is finding it difficult to keep that practice 
consistent, I hope this book helps establish it consistently! 
Either way, I think parents will discover family devotions is 
a good time to hear God speak about dating and marriage as 
they teach/fellowship with their youth about this vital topic. 

Secondarily, this book could also be used as a Bible study 
guide in some aspect of the life of the broader family of 
God, for example: youth societies or groups, young people 
convention discussion groups, etc. 

Who and/or what motivated you to write this book?
This book arose out of my own desire for a book like this to 
help me as a parent. I was looking for a reliable guide to help 
me teach my own children about dating and marriage before 
they started dating. I believe it is important that dating and 
marriage are discussed in the home before the process of 
getting married begins, or, if we missed that opportunity, 
while our children are dating. And I believe it is especially 
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“Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following.” Psalm 48:13

Coming Late 2020! 

His Friends and Servants
 Written by Rev. Nathan Langerak, illustrated by Michael Welply
 Hardcover, 96 pages, $24.95 (Book club: $21.21)



Christianbook.com

In July we received our largest Triple Knowledge, 
10-volume order from Christianbook.com based in 
Massachusetts: 16 sets! This title sells well for the RFPA 
through this wholesale bookstore.

This second volume in the Tell His Wonders Bible story 
book series will survey the lives and stories of some of 
the Old Testament saints whom God made to be his 
friends and servants. Each story 
points readers to Jesus Christ, 
revealing Jehovah as faithful to 
his covenant people.

God is always faithful to keep 
the promises he makes to us, 
even as he kept his promises 
to the patriarchs Abraham and 
Jacob. We may suffer terrible 
troubles in this world like Job or 
Joseph, but God rules all things 
for our sakes, and so his plan for 
us is always good.

the parents’ responsibility to teach their children about these 
important things. However, while I could find plenty of good 
material on this subject that I could give to my youth to read 
themselves (including the excellent, recently published RFPA 
book [Dating Differently: A Guide to Reformed Dating] 
that I intend to give to my children to read), I couldn’t find 
anything that had as its intention to facilitate my own 
teaching of my children about these things. So, I decided to 
work on it in an attempt to fill what I felt like was a void in 
Reformed, and indeed Christian, publications. 

Our youth are under attack today like never before. Satan 
is no fool. What better way to undermine the church of 
the future than to undermine the marriages of the church’s 
future, today? Especially in our times, I believe dating and 
marriage is a place where parents need to stand up and give 
biblical instruction and leadership to the children God has 
given them. The earlier this instruction begins the better. 

How is this book unique from other Christian books on dating 
and marriage?
The most unique thing about this book on dating and 
marriage is the format in which it is written. It is a 31-day 
devotional guide for parents to use with their families. Each 
day has what you would expect from a devotional book. 
It has a scripture passage to read as a family. Then it has 
a concise, but not flimsy, explanation of the passage as it 
speaks to an aspect of dating and/or marriage. Following 
this, there are discussion questions that are intended to 
encourage further instruction/discussion between parents 
and children. At times there are requests directed to the 
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parents to teach about a specific subject, to explain the 
principle of the day’s devotion from their own experience, 
or to petition the Lord on behalf of their children and 
their future marriages. My goal throughout is to lay out 
principles and then help the parents do some of the teaching 
and applying of those principles themselves. My hope is that 
the unique format of a devotional on the topic of dating/
marriage allows the reaching of that goal. 

What do you hope your readers will take away from the book?
I hope that by the use of this book youth better know how 
to biblically marry and live married, and parents know 
better how to lead their youth through this process in a 
biblical manner. I hope the dating process becomes one 
where parents and youth are open with one another. I 
hope the book fosters good fellowship around the word in 
believing homes and family devotions becomes a sweet time 
if it is not already. I hope the content not only teaches but 
elicits family worship. Any Reformed (biblical) picture of 
what scripture has to say about marrying and the process 
of getting married ought to bring out the worship-inducing 
beauty of what God has done! I also pray the Lord uses the 
book to throw down the attacks of the evil one in order to 
establish and defend the future of the church’s marriages. 
And, though this is not the main purpose of the book, as 
families use the devotional guide together, I hope it works 
to strengthen the parents’ marriages as well!

Softcover, 112 pages, $9.95 (Book club: $6.47 | $6.96)

His Friends and Servants



Reformed Free Publishing Association is now on Instagram. Follow us 
on Instagram (reformed.free.publishing) or at instagram.com!

During the twenty years David J.  
Engelsma served as professor of 
dogmatics in the Theological School 
of the Protestant Reformed Churches, 
he spent much time developing his 
understanding of systematic theology, 
or Reformed dogmatics. Professor Engelsma has built 
on, yet remained faithful to, the work of Reformed 
theologians who came before him. The fruits of his own 
study will bring a contemporary, up-to-date development 
of dogmatics to the twenty-first century believer.

The RFPA intends to publish Professor Engelsma’s 
complete dogmatics in a compact set of volumes in coming 
years. However, the Board of the RFPA and Professor 
Engelsma heartily believe the development of eschatology, 
the study of the last things, important enough relative to 
the events of the day to be worthy of publication in advance 
of the remaining sections of his dogmatics. The RFPA 
anticipates publishing volume one of two of Professor 
Engelsma’s work on eschatology—The Reformed Doctrine 
of the End—in the next calendar year.

Since the contents of this book were 
originally Standard Bearer articles written 
in Dutch, the RFPA decided to translate 
these articles into English and print them 
in book format back in 1939. In 2016 we 
published a second edition of this book and 
printed 300 copies. By mid-2019 this book 
had sold out! Since we continued to receive requests for this 
book, we decided to keep it in stock and reprinted another 
200 copies in May 2020. If you haven’t ever read this book, 
now is your chance to order a copy and give it a read!

From the Preface: “The material is controversial, but 
the reader will find sufficient positive instruction to 
make the reading worthwhile. Let those who are shy of 
controversy remember that in this world it is impossible 
to maintain the truth unless one is ready and willing to 
defend it against gainsayers.”—Herman Hoeksema

From the Foreword to the second edition: “Why is the 
Reformed Free Publishing Association publishing this book? 
It is polemical. The content is sharply worded. Motives are 
judged. Hoeksema says the content is controversial. None of 
this is popular today in the climate of political correctness. 
Besides, is this controversy not ancient history? Does it 
really matter today? If it does matter, why does it matter? … 
The value of this book is no different from what it was 
almost eighty years ago. The reason is that the issue has not 
changed. At stake is still the doctrine of sovereign grace. In 
the defense and development of the true doctrine of grace, 
the publisher is pleased to present the second edition of this 
book for the instruction and edification of God’s people.” 
—Mark Hoeksema

Volume 1 of The Reformed 
Doctrine of the End

God’s Goodness Always Particular 
reprintedDAVID J.

ENGELSMA

THE REFORMED DOCTRINE OF

THE END

the intermediate state 
and millennium
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Sign up for auto pay

We recently posted a Standard Bearer (SB) article on our 
blog from our archives. The article was a Q&A with Henry 
Vander Wal, a former business manager of the RFPA. 
When asked what the most aggravating part of the work 
was, Henry answered that it was “people procrastinating 
paying for their subscription to  the SB. I have to keep 
sending renewal notices. This takes time. And it is costly 
for the SB. People should pay right away.” 

Some things never change! While we always appreciate 
our donors and gifts, one of the best ways our supporters 
can support us is by simply paying their book club and SB 
invoices on time. If you aren’t sure if you have an outstanding 
balance on your account, you can always call (616) 457-5970, 
or email us (mail@rfpa.org). Always forgetting to pay those 
invoices!? Contact us to sign up for automatic credit card 
payment using your MasterCard or Visa credit card. As one 
customer recently put it, it doesn’t get much easier than that!



Reader feedback
Martinus Luther has been a great 
blessing to me ever since I was given 
his commentary on Galatians, in 1972. 
I also read a few biographies, over the 
years, and although his wife, Katie, was 
mentioned, I never considered her side of 
the story. I realize Mrs. Casemier’s book 
is fictional, yet there is a lot of truth in 
fiction, and this book has a delightful 
way of presenting what Katie possibly 
DID say.—Richard Davis, Pennsylvania 
(on Letters from Katie Luther)

Wow, what a sweet, little book!  I 
absolutely loved it! I’ll need about six 
more so I can give them away. —Brenda 
Stevens, Michigan  (on Letters from 
Katie Luther)

As I’ve previously written on some book 
reviews, Rev. Hoeksema has long been 
a favorite of mine. A more consistent, 
dogmatic theologian, I’ve rarely found. 
In my opinion, he was the best biblical 
scholar of the 20th century. For some 
reason, I was pleasantly surprised to 
find that he could write devotional 
articles with deep, biblical insights, as in 
this great book: Communion with God. 
Usually Systematic theologians and 
devotional writers are separate breeds. 
This God-blessed and courageous 
man was definitely gifted in both 
genres. I highly recommend it to all 
those interested in sound, Reformed 
teaching.—Richard Davis, Pennsylvania

Unfolding Covenant History  is so 
well written—with clarity, depth and 
“liveliness” (which I can only attribute 

to the Spirit of Christ in HCH [Homer 
Hoeksema] and DJE [David Engelsma])—
it is a pleasure reading them. I find the 
folks who publish through RFPA the 
best of the theologians and writers.—
Steve Rafalsky, New York

I’ve just finished reading  Communion 
with God by Herman Hoeksema. It is 
a beautiful book. So good. I will read 
it again. Some devotional books are 
trash, but  Communion with God  is 
top drawer. I have never read a better 
devotional book. All the chapters 
cover helpful subjects which strengthen 
our faith and bring us closer to God. 
The RFPA books deserve a wide 
readership.”—England (as printed 
in a recent bulletin of the Covenant 
Protestant Reformed Church in 
Northern Ireland)

A new endeavor: translating into Spanish

September book sale

In an effort to free up some space in our warehouse for the 
new books we continue to publish, the RFPA is offering 
select older titles with a large inventory at 70% off the 
retail price. Get these RFPA titles at a low, low price, on 
sale the entire month of September! 

Contending for the Faith – $8.69 (retail $28.95)
Justified unto Liberty – $11.39 (retail $37.95)
A Pilgrim’s Manual – $9.60 (retail $32.00)

To find out which books will be 70% off in October, visit 
rfpa.org, scroll to the bottom of the homepage, and sign 
up for our email list!

New translation into Spanish

A year and a half ago we 
reported in our Update that 
Professor Herman Hanko’s 
God’s Everlasting Covenant 
of Grace had been translated 
into Spanish by Editorial 
Doulos, an evangelical Spanish 
publisher. We are excited to 
report that they have translated 
another of our works into 
Spanish: Whosoever Will by 
Rev. Herman Hoeksema.

fits in with our mission to reach the broadest possible 
audience. There are 450 million native Spanish speakers in 
the world—more even than native English speakers.

We are happy to report that all the funds for this 
translation project have been collected. A hearty thanks 
to our donors! The RFPA hopes to do similar projects 
like this in the future, so watch in later Update issues 
for projects to donate to. If you would like to donate to 
similar translation projects, you can do so by going to 
our website and clicking ‘Donate.’ You can also mail your 
donation to 1894 Georgetown Center Drive, Jenison, MI, 
49428. If you have any questions about this project or 
recommendations for other books to be translated, feel 
free to contact us!

In April 2020 the RFPA board made a decision that will 
open up our publications to a group of people whom the 
RFPA had not been able to reach as easily before.

This decision was made after we received a request from 
a committee from First Protestant Reformed Church in 
Grand Rapids, MI. This committee works with Reformed 
believers in Mexico. They saw a desire for our materials in 
Mexico and recommended that we look into publishing an 
RFPA title, Doctrine According to Godliness, into Spanish.

This isn’t the first of our books to be translated into 
Spanish (as you’ll see elsewhere in this issue). There are 
a handful of our books that we’ve granted permission to 
individuals or other publishers to translate on their own.

Now we are taking on the work of translating, publishing, 
and distributing a foreign-language book ourselves. This 



Donor updates

In our last Update we noted a couple of donation 
opportunities. We deeply appreciate your positive 
responses. We are happy to report on a couple of these 
responses and on another donation story. 

Doctrine According to Godliness to the United Kingdom
We had noted that a Presbyterian minister in the 
United Kingdom (UK) would love to have a “boxful” of 
Doctrine According to Godliness to give away. Another 
RFPA supporter from the UK responded and covered the 
cost of these books and shipping.

Books to a food pantry 
We also reached out on behalf of one of our local book 
club agents, who also volunteers at a food pantry. An 
Update reader made a donation so that he could hand 
out smaller paperback books at the pantry.

A pallet to Northern Ireland
Rev. Angus Stewart, pastor of Covenant Protestant 
Reformed Church in Northern Ireland, also runs a 
bookstore out of which he sells books throughout the 
UK and Europe. He recently ordered almost forty boxes 
of books, which we packed up on a pallet and shipped 
to him. A generous donor willingly covered the cost of 
shipping this entire pallet!

The Alex Kalsbeek family had a surprise waiting 
underneath all those boxes (see top picture)!

Give a gift

Give the gift of a subscription! 
Sign up a friend, family member, 
or neighbor who you know would 
enjoy receiving the Standard 
Bearer. Only $14.50 for new 
subscribers! Sign up today on our 
website or by phone or email.

Gold Star membership

What is Gold Star book club membership?  
Gold Star members automatically receive four book 
club titles we publish each year and all new children’s 
titles we publish. Note: Gold Star members will NOT 
automatically receive reprinted titles.

Going the extra mile

During the recent COVID-19 stay-
at-home order in Michigan, one 
of our faithful book club agents 
personally delivered the newest 
book club release, Unfolding 
Covenant History, volume 6, 
to each book club member’s 
home from his congregation and 
then gave them phone calls to 
let them know their books had  
been delivered!
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RFPA update
“I don’t know why I let my Standard Bearer  
subscription lapse, as it is THE best 
publication! So impressed at the quality 
and orthodoxy of this publication.” 
—a subscriber in South Dakota

SUBSCRIBE TODAY AT RFPA.ORG!


