
Every three years the RFPA board develops a new Long 
Range Plan. The committee chairmen meet with the board 
president and the business manager to set some goals and 
directions for the next three years. This past September, the 
board approved a new three-year plan.

Some goals that we have set for ourselves include 
streamlining the RFPA publishing process; growing our 
pool of authors; increasing communication with RFPA 
stakeholders (association members, book club members, 
supporters, etc.); assessing the viability of opening 
association membership to those outside West Michigan; 
improving the communication of donation opportunities to 
our supporters; and increasing the number of people who 
automatically purchase not only book club books, but also 
new material, such as children’s books and reprints. The 
board is committed to monitoring the progress of reaching 
these goals during the next three years.

The board has also merged our purpose statement with 
our mission statement to create one, succinct mission for 

the RFPA: Our mission is to glorify God by making 
accessible to the broadest possible audience material 
that testifies to the truth of scripture as understood and 
developed in the Reformed tradition. This Reformed 
tradition we maintain is distinctive and has its roots dug 
deeply in past Reformed history and in love for the truth 
of the holy scriptures—therefore, a mission that seeks 
to publish materials in this tradition for God’s glory is 
worth our best efforts.

It follows that we take the words “broadest possible 
audience” very seriously. From attending conferences, 
to donating books to a worldwide Christian distributor, 
to working with a marketing group to make our books 
available to independent Christian bookstores, we are 
pursuing whatever avenues we can to carry out our 
mission to reach the broadest possible audience. Thank 
you for helping us carry out our mission to the glory of our 
faithful covenant God!
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Reaching the broadest possible audience By David Harbach, board president

“Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following.” Psalm 48:13

Recently a supporter of the RFPA brought the Theological 
Book Network (TBN) to our attention. This organization 
ships theological resources to libraries and seminaries in 
the developing world (Asia, South America, Africa, the 
Middle East, and Eastern Europe). We used a contribution 
from another supporter to send many copies of three of 

Theological Book Network

our titles to TBN—Doctrine According to Godliness by  
Rev. Ronald Hanko, Mysteries of the Kingdom by Prof. 
Herman Hanko, and Wonder of Grace by Rev. Herman 
Hoeksema. These books will be read by professors, 
seminarians, and students around the world.



Online Review of Grace and Assurance: The Message of the Canons of Dordt

Rating: 5 stars «««««

I have been teaching an adult group through the Canons and had been using 
Homer Hoeksema’s Voice of Our Fathers (See Martyn’s Preface) plus I have a 
copy of Herman Hoeksema’s class notes on the Canons and a couple of other 
resources. I have now added Grace and Assurance by Martyn McGeown and 
am actually going to use it as a primary source with some add in from the 
other two resources. I have found it more concise than Homer’s and less concise 
than Herman’s and will allow me to get to the point a little quicker. The book 
structure is good and I like how Martyn inserted the Errors Rejections sections. 
The lead in to the Canons proper is good and informative especially for those 
not familiar with them. I was glad to see the appendices sections as they are 
needed since there are some clear statements that need to be seen concerning 
the Remonstrants and the conclusions of the Synod. The real thing that may get 
overlooked though is that Martyn has inserted a list of discussion questions at 
the end of each head as well as a list of the proof texts for review. Additionally 
his commentary typically has supporting verses fully copied and excellent 
contextual quotes from other sources. Get it!

“A Teaching Aid on the Canons” Gold Star membership

Did you know that the RFPA 
publishes more books than the 
four  new titles we send to book 
club members each year? Just this 
past  year we began reprinting 
Rev. Herman Hoeksema’s Lenten 
meditations from When I Survey, 
publishing these meditations in six 
separate books. The next book in the 
series, The Royal Sufferer, will be 
available this March. In September 
we will also be publishing Letters 
from Katie Luther: A Novel, a new 
children’s book.

If you would like to receive all of 
our books, sign up for Gold Star 
membership today! Call 616-457-5970  
or email mail@rfpa.org and we’ll add 
you to the growing list of people 
who receive all our new publications.

Behold, He Cometh  
was first published 
in 1969 and is now 
in its sixth printing 
(with a new updated 
interior design).

The RFPA has 
printed 10,500 copies 
of this title to date!

First printed in 2004 
and again in 2012 with 
a new interior design 
and cover design, 
Doctrine According to 
Godliness (our top seller) 
has just gone into its 
third printing! From 
2004–2019, the RFPA 
has printed over 6,200 
copies of this title.Earlier cover

English cover

Previous coverCurrent cover

Spanish cover

Current cover

RFPA classics reprinted

God’s Everlasting Covenant of Grace published in Spanish

Two years ago Editorial Doulos, an evangelical Spanish publisher, requested 
permission from the RFPA to translate Prof. Herman Hanko’s book God’s 
Everlasting Covenant of Grace into Spanish. In their request Editorial Doulos 
noted that Hanko’s book is “an enduring work that treats the Protestant Reformed 
conception of the covenant in detail, linking it to the Reformed doctrines of 
God’s sovereignty both in salvation and in the world. This perspective on the 
covenant is not currently accessible to Spanish language readers.” The RFPA 
recently received two complimentary copies of the translation, and you can find 
it for sale online at www.spanishevangelical.com/product-page/el-eterno-pacto-
de-gracia-de-dios. Please be sure to share and spread the word about Editorial 
Doulos and their translating work!



New book releases
COMING SOON!
Jehovah’s Mighty Acts

Seeking donors

You may have noticed that both the feature article and the reports 
throughout this Update mention our appreciation for and continued 
need for donations and donors. If you are interested in becoming an 
RFPA donor, please let us know by calling 616-457-5970 or emailing 
mail@rfpa.org. Your name will be placed on a list of people whom we 
will contact when opportunities to give arise. We sincerely thank you 
for your prayerful consideration.

Micah: Proclaiming the Incomparable God  
by Rev. Martyn McGeown
Christians want to know Christ from the Old Testament, 
from Micah, and the other minor prophets. And yet for 
many of us the minor prophets are like a sealed book. The 
inspired writing of the minor prophets are addressed to 
the people of God and addressed to us also in the New 
Testament church. As inspired scripture they indeed speak 
of Christ: Micah does so extensively, and not only in the 
obvious reference to Bethlehem in chapter 5:2.

The prophet Micah proclaims the incomparable God of 
judgment and mercy. This God is our God, the God of all 
who believe in Jesus Christ. And this prophecy has vital 
lessons to teach us today.
240 pages, hardcover | Retail: $25.95 (Book club: $16.87)

Walking in the Way of Love: A Practical 
Commentary on 1 Corinthians for the Believer 
(volume 2) 
by Rev. Nathan J. Langerak
This volume treats the apostle’s explanation 
of the main theme of the epistle in his glorious 
paean to love in 1 Corinthians 13. Also included 

in this commentary is treatment of the doctrinal heart of the 
epistle—the apostle’s instruction regarding the resurrection. 
The apostle grounds all of his instruction about the way of 
love in the gospel of the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

This second volume covers chapters 10–16 of 1 Corinthians.
544 pages, hardcover | Retail: $39.95 (Book club: $25.97)

His Mercy Endureth Forever: Psalm 136 
illustrated by Kathleen DeJong
God’s mercy endures forever. And the 
same mercy he displayed in the creation of 
the world and to his people Israel, he also 
reveals to his children in Jesus Christ. The 
words of this psalm and illustrator Kathleen 

DeJong’s beautiful acrylics and line drawings will inspire 
covenant children and their parents to thank God each 
day for his unending mercies. 
36 pages, hardcover | Retail: $13.95 (Book club: $11.86)

This year brings another 
exciting release to 
the RFPA’s line-up 
of children’s books: 
Jehovah’s Mighty Acts 
written by Rev. Nathan J. 
Langerak and illustrated 
by Michael Welply. This is 
the first volume in a Bible 
story book series entitled 
Tell His Wonders. Each 
volume is a collection 
of Bible stories that falls 
under a unifying theme. 
The stories in Jehovah’s 
Mighty Acts are all 

stories that display the theme of God’s salvation and 
might in the Old Testament.

Jehovah’s Mighty Acts will be one of our 2019 RFPA 
book club releases. Though the RFPA does not typically 
include new children’s books in the year’s book club 
releases, we have decided to send this first volume to our 
book club members to introduce them and their families to 
the Tell His Wonders series and because we believe book 
club members will appreciate Rev. Langerak’s covenantal 
perspective and Mr. Welply’s high-quality artwork.  

Prior to the release of Jehovah’s Mighty Acts, book 
club members will have the opportunity to opt out of 
receiving this title. A reminder about this option and 
instructions for opting out will be sent to book club 
members with the preceding book club publication.  

This book is scheduled to be released in Summer 2019.

Letters from Katie Luther: A Novel

By Shirley Casemier, a member of First Protestant Reformed 
Church of Holland, Michigan
The RFPA is excited to announce another new 
children’s book coming in the fall of 2019—just in time 
for Reformation Day! 

Letters from Katie Luther by Shirley Casemier will be 
a fictionalized biography on the life of Katherine Luther. 
The focus of the story is Katie’s strong faith in Jesus 
Christ, which especially comes out in Katie’s letters to 
her friend and fellow former nun. As the wife of Martin 
Luther and as a mother to six children, Katie learns that 
Jehovah holds the hand of the believing child of God in 
the trials of faith and comforts her in every affliction.

COMING SOON!



Jehovah’s Mighty Acts His Mercy Endureth Forever reviews

Psalm 136 stands on its own merit. It needs no extraneous efforts to prop it up. Just read this chapter. Read it aloud. In 
exalted language the psalm rehearses a litany of God’s wonders to Israel and his covenant care of his people. What is most 
memorable is the refrain (repeated twenty-six times!): “For his mercy endureth forever.” Above all, Psalm 136 is a psalm 
to be sung, and new RFPA illustrator, Kathleen DeJong, does not overlook this important aspect in her artistic renderings. 
The opening page of His Mercy Endureth Forever includes enhanced line drawings of ancient musical instruments, and the 
book closes with a musical score from Psalm 136. 

Although nothing can add to this psalm, in this most recent publication by the RFPA Kathleen DeJong responds to 
Psalm 136 with full-paged acrylic illustrations and delicate line drawings. 

Kathleen showed artistic ability already in first grade; her elementary drawings were unusually winsome. I remember 
especially a crayon-colored picture of a sky at night to depict a poem she had learned. Interestingly, many years later, 
Kathleen DeJong’s vibrant painting of a nighttime sky (Psalm 136:5) becomes the cover of His Mercy Endureth Forever. 

In this delightful new book for children, Kathleen displays not only her development in art, but also her spiritual maturity 
in understanding this magnificent psalm. She speaks with brush and palette of God’s goodness in creation and salvation. She 
insightfully captures past revelations without neglecting present realities.   

The RFPA is to be commended for the quality and simple beauty of this volume. The cover invites one in; the individual 
pages are glossy and uncluttered; the print is clean, each word of the text distinct. Here is a book to be enjoyed by adults 
and profitably read to young children again and again. Children seem to love repetition in stories. How eagerly, then, a 
child will repeat the comforting chorus of each verse of Psalm 136: “For his mercy endureth forever.”  

—Mary Beth Lubbers, retired Christian school teacher and member of Grandville Protestant Reformed Church in Grandville, Michigan

I just ordered and received a copy of the RFPA’s newest children’s book, His Mercy Endureth Forever, which is illustrated 
by Kathleen De Jong, a young member of Peace Protestant Reformed Church in Dyer, Indiana. Like the earlier RFPA 
children’s publication, T is for Tree, this book is generously sized—8 ¾ by 11 ¼ inches—and features the same glossy, 
hardback cover and smooth, shiny pages. The text of the book is comprised of the 26 verses of Psalm 136, as they 
are rendered in the King James Version of the Bible. (The simple glossary in the back of the book defines some of the 
terms, places, and people that appear in the psalm.) Where Psalm 136 recounts God’s merciful acts in history, Miss 
De Jong’s colorful paintings depict biblical scenes: the pillar of fire in the wilderness, an ancient battle, a father and 
child harvesting abundant fruit in the promised land. Where the psalm recounts God’s merciful acts in creation, the 
illustrations are contemporary: a person and telescope silhouetted by the Milky Way, a hiker awestruck at the Northern 
Lights, a present-day family praising God in a church building. The illustrations are well done: several elicited “wows” 
from my children. All in all, His Mercy Endureth Forever is a simple, successful book.

Perhaps you plan to memorize a new Bible passage with your children at the start of this new year. This book might 
be an enjoyable aid to memorizing Psalm 136.

—Sarah Mowery, mother and member of Loveland Protestant Reformed Church in Loveland, Colorado (Published in the Perspectives 
in Covenant Education, Winter 2019 issue)

Reader feedback
“Can I order two copies of David 
Engelsma’s Christianizing the World?  
I have attached a photo showing the cover 
of his book next to the cover of the Herald, 
a magazine sent to all alumni of Eastern 
Christian schools, of which I am one. The 
entire issue is devoted to exactly what Prof. 
Engelsma warns about in his excellent 
book! It is truly the natural development 
of all kinds of heresies. I plan to share his 
book with others.”—a book club member 
in New Jersey 

“Though I had read on this subject before, I 
was struck by the treachery of the Arminius 
camp in refusing to detail their beliefs prior 

to any Synod and in seeking to change the 
church standards by stealth. I was also struck 
by the faithfulness of the church of the day 
in adhering to the truth of Calvinism against 
such opposition.”—a reader in Australia on 
The Voice of Our Fathers  

“What a lovely interview this was, and to 
be able to ‘see’ Connie Meyer too, was a 
pleasure. I did enjoy her answers to the 
whys and wherefores of her reason for 
producing such a lovely book for littlies,  
T is for Tree, and her skills in using the KJV 
verses plus the lovely illustrations for the 
book.”—a blog subscriber in Australia

“More thought provoking than any other 
ABC book I’ve read with my children. How 
special for them to be able to learn from a 

young age how God is in EVERYTHING! 
Thanks to the author for all the time 
and energy expended in making this 
book.”—a book club member in Canada 
on T is for Tree

“Beautiful illustrations help the wonderful 
words of this Psalm come alive for children 
and adults.”—a reader on His Mercy 
Endureth Forever

“I first read this marvelous book about 
8 yrs ago. It’s the best exposition of the 
Doctrine of Grace I have ever found. I 
bought another copy recently for a friend 
at my church (PCA). He said jokingly, 
You’re trying to make me a Calvinist! 
Blessings...”—a reader on Saved by Grace



Prof. David J. Engelsma was 
invited to speak at a conference 
hosted by Reforming America 
Ministries (RAM) October 26–
27, 2018. Dr. Sonny Hernandez, 
one of the conference leaders 
also invited the RFPA to set up 
a book table at the conference. 
Two generous RFPA supporters 
donated money so that all of the 
roughly forty or so attendees 
were able to take home three 
complimentary RFPA books of 
their choosing.

Alex Kalsbeek, Alex’s wife 
Cyndi, Paul Starrett (currently 
serving on the RFPA board), 
and Paul’s wife Audrey attended 
the conference as RFPA 
representatives and to staff the 
book table. They met people 
from a variety of religious 
backgrounds, including members 
of independent Presbyterian 
and Baptist churches. Most 
attendees had never heard of 
the RFPA. This conference was 
an excellent opportunity to get 
RFPA books into the hands of 
conservative Christians who 
would never have otherwise 
come across our material.

RAM conference

Here is some feedback from two of the attendees:

Hi Alex!!
So good to hear from you brother. Grace and peace in our Lord Jesus Christ!  Many 

Blessings to you and your wife Cyndi!!
I’m totally enjoying the books. I have to say Portraits of Faithful Saints has been 

such a blessing. There are so many whom have gone before us, paving the way for 
the Truth of the Gospel to go forward. I’ve totally been encouraged by these past 
Saints. They inspire me to live my life for the glory of God. Also to share His Gospel 
knowing that nothing is impossible with God! They also make me praise our Lord for 
His faithfulness and for Him sending such bold, unashamed Saints!

I’m also going through the Reformed faith of John Calvin. And all I have to say is, 
I even more strongly desire to read The Institutes in full. I saw somewhere that it can 
be read within a year. So as I’m currently reading through several books, the next one 
shall be on the Canons of Dort. 

So many good books to read and so little time I feel I have but I remember, in 
the words of Spurgeon, “Visit many good books, but live in the Bible.” As I know 
Scripture says, Sanctify them by Your truth, Your Word is truth.” John 17:17. So I try 
to keep a good balance. 

As for my beloved sisters, things are going well with them. Great to have others 
whom you can grow with and share life with. I know we all were blessed in meeting 
you and your wife! 

Again great hearing from you!
Your Sister in Christ,
Jasmine

I am currently reading the one about the journey thru the wilderness to the promised 
land. We are going thru Deuteronomy on Sunday nights so it has been a great resource 
to help me add more to our study. I love the way the author writes. Very easy to follow. 

Thanks for checking in.  
We are definitely seeing people grow in their knowledge of God. 
Derek

Iron Sharpens Iron pastors’ luncheon

Good Reads

Chris Arnzen, host of Iron Sharpens Iron Radio, recently interviewed Rev. Martyn McGeown on his book Grace and 
Assurance: The Message of the Canons of Dordt. Mr. Arnzen requested 100 copies of this book to be given away at his 
annual pastors’ luncheon. When we approached two donors about this opportunity, they quickly and cheerfully stepped 
up to cover the cost of the books.

Grace and Assurance is now in the hands of 100 conservative pastors who will be able to grow in their understanding 
of the Canons or learn about their great value for the very first time.

This “bulletin board” was spotted promoting RFPA literature at Hope 
Protestant Reformed Christian School in Grand Rapids, MI. Alex Kalsbeek, 
RFPA business manager, is pictured.
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“I’m very glad to read meat after a lifetime of 
suffering with Arminian, watered-down milk. 
Finding your group shows me how the Lord 
leads His children lovingly through their lives 
on their way to eternity with Himself.”

“The Standard Bearer is by far the best Reformed 
Christian magazine you can read. It is 100% solid 
biblical exegesis on various doctrines/topics. I have 
been greatly instructed and edified and highly 
recommend it to anyone looking to gain a better 
understand[ing] in an age that is increasingly 
darkened by false teachings…Soli Deo Gloria.”


