
Thursday, October 26, 2017 was a special day for the staff 
of the Reformed Free Publishing Association (RFPA). It 
was on that day that the door chime signaled the arrival 
of guests who had traveled over 8,000 miles to visit us. 
Walking through the door with their hosts, John Van Baren 
and Cal Kalsbeek, were Rev. Titus and his wife, Cer Te. 
Rev. Titus is the pastor of Hope Protestant Reformed (PR) 
Church of Myanmar. He works tirelessly among his small 
flock in Yangon, preaching, teaching catechism, carrying 
out the pastoral work of the ministry, and translating.

He was very polite and appreciative as we showed him 
around the building. But it was when we walked into the 
packing room where all of our current titles are stored that 
his eyes really lit up. 
“This is my dream,” he told us, opening his arms wide. He 

scanned the shelves and took each book in. Then he paused, 
focusing on Knowing God in the Last Days: A Commentary 
on 2 Peter, by Mark Hoeksema, published in August 2017.
“I don’t have this one yet,” he said, picking it up.
“Then you’d better take it with you,” John told him.  

And he did.
After a tour of the warehouse where our books are boxed 

and sitting on pallets, we said our goodbyes. Rev. Titus,  
Cer Te, and the others then left for their next stop.

As a book club member, I couldn’t help but reflect 
afterward on what a privilege we have in our books. We 
can sometimes be tempted to complain about getting too 
many books, not having the time to read them, or the 
money we must give to pay for new books. A visit like that 
of Rev. Titus quickly brings us back to our senses. Here 
is a man that can’t get enough of our books. If he were 

able, he would have taken every one of them back with him.  
He wouldn’t have complained that they are “too doctrinal,” 
or that he doesn’t really read the commentaries anyway, or 
that they are too large or too deep. He wouldn’t have said 
he’d like to just pick and choose the ones he would buy; he 
would find them all of great value.

Rev. Titus has quietly been translating RFPA material for 
twenty years. In 1998 the RFPA granted him permission to 
translate the Standard Bearer into Burmese. To this day he 
continues to translate sections from each issue and provide 
them for his congregation. 

He also distributes a weekly digest to his congregation. 
This weekly translation consists of one chapter of the Old 
Testament, one chapter of the New Testament, and a chapter 
or section from a couple of RFPA books. He is currently 
working on Gertrude Hoeksema’s Come, Ye Children, one 
chapter at a time, as well as Homer C. Hoeksema’s Unfolding 
Covenant History, volume 1. He does all this every week.

Over the years Rev. Titus has completely translated 
Contending for the Faith, For Thy Truth’s Sake, and 
Portraits of Faithful Saints by Prof. Herman Hanko, and 
Doctrine According to Godliness by Rev. Ron Hanko. 
That’s over 1,500 pages! He has also translated about three-
fourths of volume 1 of Rev. Herman Hoeksema’s Reformed 
Dogmatics, most of Prof. Hanko’s When You Pray, and 
most of Prof. Ron Cammenga and Rev. Ron Hanko’s book 
Saved by Grace. This is in addition to his continuing work 
of translating the KJV Bible into Burmese.

His slow and steady work, word-by-word, page-by-page, 
has made it possible for the saints in Myanmar to have solid, 
Reformed writings in their own language.
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“Richly blessed by those books” By Alex Kalsbeek

“Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following.” Psalm 48:13



Back in September 2017 our inventory 
of Calvin’s Calvinism (2009 edition; 
original print run of 2,000) was quite 
low. Recently we ran a short run of 
five hundred copies to keep what we 
think is a worthy title in stock!

We are also busy putting three other 
titles back into print that we recently 
ran out of inventory on: Behold, He 
Cometh; Portraits of Faithful Saints; 
and When I Survey, a collection of meditations on the 
passion and resurrection of Jesus Christ. However, the 
RFPA has decided to put When I Survey back into its 
original published form of six separate books. The plan 
is to publish one volume a year over the next six years 
starting with volume one, The Amazing Cross, which is 
now available for purchase! The retail price on this first 
volume is $17.95 (book club $11.67).

This past September the RFPA office received an exciting 
email from Chuck Terpstra, the managing editor of the 
Standard Bearer. Chuck was reporting on behalf of 
Standard Bearer editorial staff regarding their plans for 
two upcoming special Reformation issues of the magazine 
(October 15 and November 15, 2017: “The Heritage of the 
Reformation (1) and (2)”). With Chuck’s encouragement 
we sent a copy of both issues to two hundred college and 
university libraries around the country. In addition to the 
distribution of these extra copies, we also sent forty copies 
of both special issues to a subscriber from Ohio. He desired 
to purchase these extra copies so that he could distribute 
them at his own church’s Reformation conference. Another 
subscriber also purchased a good number of each of these 
special issues to distribute to his friends, family, and 
fellow church members. If you are interested in additional 
copies of these or any other back issues of the Standard 
Bearer, you can purchase them for $0.50 each by emailing  
mail@rfpa.org or by calling 616-457-5970.

Keeping RFPA titles in print

Two special Reformation issues

“Richly blessed by those books” continued

So, what were Rev. Titus’ thoughts on his trip to the 
RFPA? He tells us in a letter that he wrote to the council of 
Hope PR Church. 

“When, me and my wife were in US, there were many places 
that we enjoy very much visiting. Among them, some of the 
place for me, personally, were, visiting RFPA building, the 
Lord used books and standard bearer to lead me to know 
the truth and to know you all, my life was richly blessed by 
those books, and I am translating some of the books from 
that publishing, so to see it face to face was really something 
special for me, I could not express it with words. Some pastors 
think that, to preach good news in the only important thing, 
and they even suggest that I should not translate books rather 
preach gospel, but I think books are like coffee to American, 
when I was in US, even before breakfast, you drink at least 
a cup of coffee, but if I ask you, what will be your main 
source of energy, your will tell me food, but coffee also have 
a very important role in American’s life. In that way, the 
Bible and preaching are our main spiritual food, but books 
also very important. Books still talk and preach after that 
person died even, e.g. Hoeksema still talks to us with his 
triple knowledge volumes and others books also the same.”

The RFPA prays that God will provide us Reformed men 
and women with the desire and ability to write. But let us 
not forget to pray for translators. Others around the world 
hunger for what we have in abundance.

Rev. Titus and Cer Te’s visit to the RFPA this past October. (L–R: Alex Kalsbeek, 
Cal Kalsbeek, Rev. Titus. Not pictured: Cer Te).

This picture of Rev. Titus was featured in the Spring 2003 issue of the RFPA Update.  
At that time he had already been active for several years translating RFPA books. 

“These are the books that we are doing for his kingdom,” wrote Rev. Titus. “Without 
good Reformed books our precious truth will not be established firmly in this country.”



Walking in the Way of Love: A Practical Commentary  
on 1 Corinthians for the Believer (volume 1) by  
Nathan J. Langerak
Walking in the Way of Love is a commentary on and 
application of the words of 1 Corinthians for the believer 
and the true church of Jesus Christ to teach them about 
the vitally important way of love, as that contradicts the 
chatter of the world and apostate church about love.

The commentary is laid out with believers in mind. Each chapter of the 
book focuses on a single aspect of the main theme of love. The chapters are 
designed to stand alone. Each chapter begins with an introduction to help 
the reader see the particular subject of the chapter in its immediate and 
larger context in the epistle of 1 Corinthians.
Retail: $39.95 | Book club USA: $25.97 | Book club International: $27.96 | Hardcover, 432 pages

T is for Tree: A Bible ABC by Connie L. Meyer
This alphabet book is a collection of Bible passages, 
short rhymes, and detailed illustrations designed 
to teach young children of their heavenly Father’s 
almighty power and his faithfulness to fulfill the 
promises he makes to them as children of his 
covenant. Use this book to instruct your children 
in the truths of salvation for all of God’s people 
and especially his littlest lambs.
Retail: $17.95 | Book club USA: $11.37 | Book club International: 
$12.56 | Hardcover, 32 pages

Studies in Hebrews by Mark H. Hoeksema
The epistle to the Hebrews is one of the more difficult 
books of the Bible to interpret. Yet it is important to 
study, primarily because it helps us to understand the 
relation between the Old and New Testaments. Those 
who sometimes struggle with the interpretation, but 
who nevertheless persevere, will find in Hebrews the 
rich fruit of learning and edification. The main theme of 
Hebrews is the relation between the Old Testament and 
the New Testament. Two sub-themes present themselves. 
One is the concept better, a term used twelve times in 
the epistle to help define the relation between the testaments. The other is 
the emphasis on faith as contrasted with sight. This theme runs throughout 
the epistle and is particularly evident in the classic chapter eleven. 
Retail: $7.95 | Book club USA: $5.17 | Book club International: $5.56 | Paperback, 96 pages

• Here We Stand: Commemorating the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation  
by Ronald L. Cammenga, editor

• The Belgic Confession commentary (volume 1) by David J. Engelsma
• Grace and Assurance: The Message of the Canons of Dordt by Martyn McGeown

Christian children’s book blogs
On April 17 the RFPA staff mailed 
out forty copies of T is for Tree so 
that each copy could be reviewed by 
a different Christian blogger. It is our 
hope that the forty reviews of the book 
will reach Christians who are not 
familiar with our books but who are 
interested in teaching the truths of the 
Reformation to their young children.

Do you follow any bloggers who 
review Christian books? If you know 
of a blogger who would be interested 
in reviewing T is for Tree or another 
one of our children’s or non-children’s 
books, please let us know!

Children’s books news
Are you looking for quality, Reformed, 
Christian books to give to your 
children, teenagers, and grandchildren 
as birthday, holiday, and special 
occasion gifts, or simply to foster in 
them a lifelong habit of reading? 

The RFPA is working on several 
children’s projects to meet these needs. 
These include a picture book that 
illustrates a well-known Psalm; a series 
of Bible story books; Christian historical 
fiction; and Christian contemporary, 
realistic fiction. Our goal for all of 
our children’s projects is producing 
enjoyable books for your children and 
teenagers of which you will never need 
to doubt their Reformed character.

It is always encouraging to hear from 
our writers, illustrators, and readers 
who are passionate about our children’s 
division. If you have any ideas for book 
topics or potential authors or illustrators, 
we would love to hear from you!

New releases Children’s books division

What are the next books being printed?



Prof. David Engelsma and Rev. Martyn McGeown have both recently been interviewed by Chris Arnzen on Iron Sharpens 
Iron, a Reformed internet-radio program. Rev. McGeown was interviewed for the first time on Iron Sharpens Iron on 
his book Called to Watch for Christ’s Return and reported afterwards that he thoroughly enjoyed doing the interview. 
Prof. Engelsma completed a third interview on his most recent book Gospel Truth of Justification. 

You can listen to these archived interviews on our website on the blog page. Just type in the search box listen to radio 
interview to find and listen to these recent interviews and past interviews.

Radio interviews

Since the last issue of the Update, the RFPA has welcomed another new blog writer, Rev. Nathan 
Langerak, to its existing pool of writers. Rev. Langerak is pastor of the Protestant Reformed 
Church in Crete, Illinois. Since the time he has started writing for the blog, he has written three 
series of articles: Covenant of Election or Covenant of Conditions, The Charge of Antinomianism, 
and The Question of the Necessity of Good Works.

As we continue to gain new writers who publish new articles each week, our prayer is that the 
readers of our blog will be instructed and firmly grounded in the distinctive truths of God’s word.

You can find archived blog posts at our website by visiting the Blog page. Click on any Post 
Tags on the left-hand side of the page to filter search results for all of the blog posts written by a 
certain writer or on a certain topic. 

We have also recently received many inquiries on how to sign up for the RFPA blog. By scrolling 
to the bottom of our homepage, www.rfpa.org, you will see Sign up here for the blog on the bottom 
far right-hand side of the page. Enter your email address and then hit Subscribe. You will now start 
to receive RFPA blog posts and news about new products and promotions each week in your inbox!

Blog news

Test your foreign language skills!

Answers: 1: B, 2: F, 3: H, 4: E, 5: C, 6: D, 7: I, 8: A, 9: G

Take our quiz and test your foreign language skills.  
Which language matches each book cover?

A. Portuguese
B. Korean
C. Russian
D. Dutch
E. Korean

1. Come, Ye Children
2. Come, Ye Children
3. Doctrine According to Godliness
4. Marriage the Mystery of Christ and the Church
5. Marriage the Mystery of Christ and the Church
6. Better to Marry
7. Voice of our Fathers
8. Portraits of Faithful Saints
9. Hyper-Calvinism and the Call of the Gospel

F. Sinhalese
G. Portuguese
H. Tagalog
I. Russian

1

4

8 9

5 6 7

2 3



Reader Feedback
“I’d like to request permission to have a few 
pages copied and sent to me by a friend 
of mine from your new book, Walking in 
the Way of Love Vol 1 (I live in NYC and 
they in Minnesota, so I can’t just borrow 
it). I’m a pastor, and will be preaching 
on sanctification in a few weeks, and the 
views of Rev. Langerak on 1 Cor. 1:30 are 
of great interest to me, as your materials 
are always high quality (I have a bookshelf 
filled with books you’ve published).” 

—a reader in New York

“I am just thrilled with getting Walking  
in the Way of Love the study of 1 Cor-
inthians—absolutely thrilled! And I am 
especially thankful for this reading log 
because it’s a way for us to have some 
goals here, reading certain pages every 

Ministers enjoy good commentaries. One characteristic 
of a bad commentary is a lot of extraneous, and indeed 
boring, introductory material—perhaps useful for scholars 
in ivory towers, but next to useless for a pastor who desires 
to construct edifying, nourishing sermons for the flock. 
Bad commentaries on 2 Peter spend pages speculating 
about the author of the book (many deny that Peter wrote 
the epistle), the historical background, and other matters. 
Hoeksema gets straight to the point: after a short five-page 
introduction, he jumps into the text.

But this book is not only—or even mainly—useful for 
ministers. Hoeksema writes for God’s people, many of whom 
are not scholars and do not need to be scholars. This book 
will be helpful, therefore, for the busy husband and father 
who prepares for family devotions, or for the church member 
who prepares for Bible study in his local congregation. It is 
also accessible to young people, so that all members of the 
church will benefit from this study on 2 Peter. 

Hoeksema captures the theme of the book in the title: 
it concerns the knowledge of God and it prepares the 
believer to live in the last days, hence the title Knowing 
God in the Last Days. Without true knowledge of God, it 
is impossible to live in the last days, which are the days of 
the New Testament age, the days in which we live. 

The author is meticulous in explaining the Greek 
grammar of the epistle, but he does so without becoming 
overly technical or by burdening the reader with excessive 
footnotes. The exegesis is also very sharp with clear, precise 
definitions of the major concepts in the text. This is exactly 
the kind of exegesis that forms the basis of good sermons 
and the kind of exegesis that God’s people should learn to 
recognize and to practice. Every child of God, whether he 

is aware of it or not, is an 
exegete—he can and does 
interpret the scriptures. 
The mother in the home is 
an exegete for her children; 
the father exegetes at the 
supper table; the member 
exegetes in the Bible society; 
and the child and teenager 
exegete in the catechism 
room. To that end, Hoeksema helpfully defines and explains 
theological concepts such as “grace” (11), “power” (14), 

“godliness” (15), and “glory” (16), to name but a few of the 
important terms in 2 Peter. Hoeksema, therefore, gives clear 
examples of how to exegete the text of scripture. 

2 Peter consists of three short chapters: in chapter 1, the 
apostle introduces his theme of the knowledge of God and 
exhorts the saints to build up that good foundation; in 
chapter 2, the apostle warns about the threat of false teachers 
who would rob God’s people of the true knowledge of God 
and explains both the condemnation of the false teachers and 
the security of God’s children; and in chapter 3, the apostle 
connects his theme to the last days, setting forth the truth of 
the coming of the Lord. Each of these chapters Hoeksema 
carefully expounds for the edification of the reader. 

I encourage the reader to pick up this book and study it 
carefully. Although it is brief, which means it can be read 
fairly quickly, it contains a lot of helpful information on 
Peter’s second epistle, which if carefully heeded will enable 
the believing reader to grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

BOOK REVIEW: Knowing God in the Last Days  
by Mark H. Hoeksema

Jenison, Michigan: RFPA, 2017. 96 pages. (hardcover) [Reviewed by Rev. Martyn McGeown]

day, and I just love it that this is something 
new that you are sending.”—a book club 
member in Minnesota

“Two thumbs up on the new look of the 
SB. The older I get the more I appreciate 
clearly visibly type and an uncluttered look 
for magazines and books. It is good to have 
pictures of the article writers, as I’ve always 
appreciated putting a face to a name. May 
the Lord advance his kingdom through this 
wonderful publication, as he surely knows 
the faithful and fruitful work involved 
here.”—a SB subscriber in Minnesota

“[I] hope to let you know about this latest 
title [Walking in the Way of Love]—I have 
several folks now eagerly reading RFPA 
books and the Standard Bearer, which 
is a joy.”—a book club member and SB 
subscriber in New Zealand

“I have received the book on Gospel Truth 
of Justification. It’s a great book. We love 
all your literature and it’s been a blessing 
to me personally and to my ministry.” 

—a book club member in California

“[The Charge of Antinomianism] was a 
great series. When combined together 
your articles turned into a twenty-five 
page tract! Thank you for your hard 
work. The pernicious federal vision and 
its variants continue to plague the church. 
But it’s nothing new. ‘Faith plus____’ has 
been with us since the beginning and 
will continue to the end. It hurts that my 
own denomination, the PCA, seems to be 
turning a blind eye to this. Hopefully this 
will change if enough good men like you 
stand and challenge it, and equip us pew 
warmers to speak out too.”—a reader of 
the RFPA blog



“Two thumbs up on the new look of the 
SB…. May the Lord advance His kingdom 
through this wonderful publication…”

“Just [want] to let you know how pleased 
I am to get your magazine, the Standard 
Bearer. I am greatly blessed by reading 
articles in them.” 
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