
Is membership in the Reformed Free Publishing Association 
(RFPA) important? Should Reformed men make it their 
priority? How about the RFPA annual meetings? Are they 
important or beneficial? Are they worthy of our time as we try 
to balance all of the responsibilities of church, family, school, 
and work plus recreation in our busy lives? These questions 
come to mind as the Board members reflect on the activities of 
the past year in the RFPA and on the recent annual meeting.

The RFPA is a unique publishing organization; it is a nonprofit 
organization that elects Board members from its Association 
membership. Immediately, therefore, the importance of 
membership in the organization becomes obvious. If the Board 
members are elected from among the Association members, 
it is imperative that the membership be large enough for the 
Association to choose four new members each year to serve on 
the twelve-member Board. RFPA membership includes men 
from many different vocations; one does not need to be an 
expert in the publishing and marketing industries to serve the 
Association and the Board well. The Board members have 
the responsibility to direct the organization from year to year.

It is the prayer of the Board that men—young and old—will 
see the great importance of membership in the RFPA and 
join the Association. What a blessed privilege it is to exercise 
the office of all believers in the publishing, promotion, and 
distribution of biblical, distinctively Reformed literature that 
the RFPA publishes in its Standard Bearer and books. The 
Lord has truly blessed the RFPA with a precious Reformed 
heritage, which is humbling indeed. This causes us to give 
thanks to God and to continue on in the work of publishing 
distinctively biblical and Reformed literature. God has gifted 
us with faithful writers and editors who continue to write 
distinctively Reformed literature, but we also need men to work 
in the publishing and distribution of these writings. A blessed 
privilege is ours and a high calling! Let the men who are able, 
eagerly take part in this work of spreading forth the truth of 
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God’s word in the last days in which we live, and may God 
continue to use us, small though we are in the publishing world.

The Board understands that because there is only one 
Association meeting a year that most of the labors of the Board 
and staff are unnoticed. It is our hope that the RFPA Update 
will continue to set before our readership the importance of not 
only reading the RFPA’s literature and financially supporting 
the RFPA, but also of encouraging men to join the Association.

Membership in the Association and membership in the 
Book Club are both vital to the success of the RFPA, but 
they are unrelated. These memberships are two distinct 
and separate memberships. There has been some confusion 
regarding these memberships. Some think that when they 
join the Book Club they are now members of the Association. 
Others think that when they join the Association they are 
automatically Book Club members. You do not have to 
be an Association member in order to join the Book Club. 
Anyone may join the Book Club at any time. But one can 
join the Association only at the annual meetings. 

The great benefit of Book Club membership to the reader 
is not only receiving each new RFPA publication, but also 
receiving a 30–35% discount and free shipping on all these 
new releases. In addition, a Book Club member can purchase 
all previously published titles at the same discount. One can 
see the great benefits, therefore for the Reformed reader to 
join the Book Club. It is a great tool not only to grow one’s 
personal library at a reduced price, but also to help one’s 
children and young people begin their own libraries. 

The next annual meeting of the RFPA Association, where 
men can join the organization, will be held the fourth Thursday 
of September, 2016, the Lord willing. The Board asks the men 
prayerfully to consider joining and participating in the RFPA. 
Reminders of the meeting will be advertised and sent to current 
Association members as the meeting draws near. We hope to 
see many men—young and old—join us in this worthwhile 
and important work in which the RFPA is engaged.

Association Membership and Book Club Membership:  
Are They Important? Is There a Difference?

Fall 2015RFPA update
By Terry Dykstra, chairman of the Membership & Marketing Committee



Gottschalk, Servant of God: A Story of Courage, Faith,  
and Love for the Truth
Written and illustrated by Connie L. Meyer
160 pages, hardcover, Retail $17.95 | Book Club $11.67
Those were the Dark Ages, the days of knights and 
castles and kings and queens, of monasteries, Vikings, 
and monks. But one monk stood out from all the rest. 
One monk stood firm for the truth he believed though no 
one stood with him at all. This is the story of Gottschalk 
of Orbais, a light of truth in the darkness of his age— 
a light of truth in ours.

For several years the RFPA has discussed publishing 
books for younger readers and Gottschalk: Servant of God represents our first 
effort. This book is intended for junior high and high school ages. Because the 
story is intriguing and the history of Gottschalk is not well-known, adults will 
also enjoy this book and find it profitable.

Retail $179.95 | Book Club $116.97
All ten volumes of the Triple Knowledge are now available. Read Rev. Joshua Engelsma’s 
review of the series on the RFPA blog. Thanks to Rev. Engelsma for such a fine review!

The RFPA recently installed new landscaping and a roadside 
sign that features an updated logo and advertises our bookstore 
where customers can purchase all RFPA titles in print. We 
remind our readers, that the RFPA is not the Reformed Book 
Outlet (RBO), a Christian bookstore run by the Hudsonville 
PR Church, in Hudsonville, Michigan, which also carries 
RFPA titles. Book club members, your book club discount is 
only valid through the RFPA.

New Sign and Landscaping

New RFPA Publications Coming in October 2015

The Triple Knowledge 

Studies in Acts, 176 pages
Studies in James, 72 pages
Studies in Romans, 96 pages 
Written by Mark H. Hoeksema



The Triple Knowledge 

Do you know...

The annual meeting of the Reformed Free Publishing Association took place on September 24, 2015, in Trinity Protestant 
Reformed Church. Board president, Jim Koole, led the proceedings. Sixty-six Association members attended, and five men 
requested membership in the organization. 

Treasurer Dan Kalsbeek reported on various financial details that included a combined net income of the book and 
Standard Bearer divisions of $46,347, which included investment income. Book sales before discounts were $144,223, and 
ebook sales were $5,488. The total volumes sold were 8,505, primarily from three new titles. The balance sheet indicated 
that the net worth of the RFPA is $1,548,726, with no outstanding debt.

Secretary Dan Van Uffelen presented his annual report, “Commemorating the Life and Work of Herman Hoeksema.” 
Dan remembered the 100th anniversary of Hoeksema’s ordination into the gospel ministry on September 16, 1915, and the 
50th year since his death on September 2, 1965. The RFPA celebrated the life and work of Herman Hoeksema this past year 
by publishing his biography Just Dad, written by his daughter, Lois Kregel, and republishing his Triple Knowledge series 
by putting it back into ten volumes as it was originally published from 1943–56. 

Rev. Richard Smit, pastor of First Protestant Reformed Church in Grand Rapids, presented the keynote address, “The 
Role of Reformed Literature in Reformed Missions.”  The audio of the speech and the video of the entire annual meeting 
are available at the RFPA website (www.rfpa.org) under Audio/RFPA Annual Meeting Speeches.

The text of Rev. Smit’s address and the secretary’s report will be published in an upcoming issue(s) of the Standard Bearer.
Andy Bylsma, Gary Nienhuis, Jon Rutgers, and Dan Schipper were elected to three-year terms. Thanks was expressed to 

the retiring board members: Jon Engelsma, Dan Kalsbeek, Doug Mingerink Jr., and Dan Van Uffelen. 

The RFPA publishes the  
Standard Bearer, North  
America’s oldest continuously 
published subscriber-based 
Reformed magazine. The 
magazine dates back to 
October 1924. The RFPA 
board continues to work with the editorial 
staff of the Standard Bearer to produce a 
magazine that is in accordance with the 
purpose of the Association “to witness to the  
truth contained in the Word of God and 
expressed in the Three Forms of Unity  
[and] to reveal false and deceptive views 
repugnant thereto.” 

The Standard Bearer is sent to over 2,200 
subscribers and goes to many continents 
outside North America: 3 countries in Africa, 
4 countries in Asia, as well as Australia and 
New Zealand, 1 country in South America, 
and 7 countries in Europe. 

Join the list by subscribing today at  
www.rfpa.org!

The Standard Bearer

2015 RFPA Annual Meeting Recap

• that the RFPA was begun by a group of fifteen men from Grand Rapids and 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, who called themselves the publications committee?

• that the first meeting of the committee was held on April 8, 1924, in 
the house of Rev. Herman Hoeksema on Eastern Avenue in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan?

• that the committee collected $425.00 at its first meeting to publish 
“brochures and if possible a magazine”? 

• that the reasons for this “weighty step” were the refusal of the Christian 
Reformed magazines to publish articles by Herman Hoeksema and 
Henry Danhof and the necessity to carry on the controversy over 
common grace “under the eye of the reading Reformed people”?

• that later the committee decided to publish the Dutch brochure Langs 
Zuivere Banan (Along Pure Paths), a response to concerned brothers 
written by Danhof and Herman Hoeksema?

• that Along Pure Paths will be published for the first time in English, 
with eight other booklets, in the next RFPA publication, The Rock 
Whence We Are Hewn: God, Grace, and Covenant?

• that the Standard Bearer was not the RFPA’s first publication? Langs 
Zuivere Banan was the first publication.

• that on April 29, 1924, the publications committee decided to change 
the organization’s name to the Reformed Free Publishing Association?

• that the Standard Bearer is older than the Protestant Reformed 
Churches by just a few months?

• that the RFPA is about a half year older than the Standard Bearer? 
The Standard Bearer was first published in October 1924.

As you plan year-end contributions, 
consider the RFPA and a designation 
for “the reduction of the cost of books.”



IN REVIEW: FAITH MADE PERFECT
COMMENTARY ON JAMES

Herman Hanko. Jenison, MI: Reformed Free Publishing Association, 2015. Hardcover. 304 pages. $28.95 
Reviewed by Rev. Martyn McGeown, missionary-pastor of Covenant Protestant Reformed Church 
in Northern Ireland stationed in Limerick, Republic of Ireland

This is Herman Hanko’s third commentary. He has written 
previously on Galatians and 1 Peter, and Faith Made Perfect 
follows the same basic format. This is a commentary not 
a series of sermons, although it is certainly the fruit of 
thorough exegesis. In the preface Hanko mentions that he 
had preached a series on Galatians. I believe he may have 
preached, or planned to preach, a series on James also. Be 
that as it may, Faith Made Perfect would be helpful to the 
preacher today who considered preaching a series of sermons 
on James.

However, like all of Hanko’s books, and, indeed, like all 
of the books published by the Reformed Free Publishing 
Association, this book is not designed to be only for preachers, 
theologians, or biblical scholars. There are useful footnotes, 
in which various points of Greek grammar are elucidated, 
but these are not at all off-putting to the Christian without 
any knowledge of the Greek language of the New Testament. 
These notes are useful to the pastor as he struggles with 
exegesis. In addition, Hanko does not bore us with extraneous 
details of textual criticism, historical background, or other 
matters, but quickly, after a brief introduction, delves into 
the text of scripture, which is our spiritual meat. 

The title of the book, Faith Made Perfect, captures the 
theme of the epistle—faith is made perfect by works. The 
purpose of James, and more importantly the purpose of the 
Spirit who inspired James, is to contrast the dead “faith” of 
the hypocrite with the living, works-producing faith of the 
child of God. Pivotal to James, and pivotal to Faith Made 
Perfect, is chapter 2, which in church history has been a 
battleground not only between Rome and the reformers, but 
also now between the Reformed and the men of the federal 
vision. In light of this fact, every Reformed Christian must 
know what James means when he declares, “Seest thou how 
faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made 
perfect?” and “Ye see then how that by works a man is 
justified, and not by faith only” (James 2:22, 24). 

Something that impressed me about this book—and this is 
something that we ministers need to bear in mind when we 
preach series—is that Hanko never loses sight of his main 
theme as he works through the epistle. Always that main 
theme colors his exegesis and applications. For example, in 
his explanation of chapter 1, where James exhorts his readers 
to hear and to do the word of God, Hanko rightly remarks: 

Immediately, the apostle slams the door in the face of 
all Arminians and those who teach justification by faith 

and works by pointing 
out that because we 
are regenerated, we are 
to perform these good 
works, which good works  
are what these admonitions require. James also closes the 
door to the antinomians, who claim that good works are 
unnecessary. He says, “You are regenerated, therefore 
God has given you the spiritual power to do these good 
works. Be what God has made you. You are justified by 
faith, and faith produces good works” (58). 

Antinomianism is not an issue only in chapter 3—it is 
James’ concern throughout the epistle. Hanko never lets us 
forget it!

Another feature of Faith Made Perfect is the multiplicity of 
illustrations and applications. In this way Hanko follows the 
style of the book that he is expositing, for James uses many 
homely or earthy illustrations and makes numerous pointed 
applications. One need only list a few from chapter one—the 
wave of the sea (v. 6), the burning heat of the sun (v. 11), 
lust’s conception and bringing forth of sin and death (v. 15), 
and the forgetful mirror-gazer (vv. 23–24). Hanko applies 
the word sharply and pointedly—to himself and then to us: 

This is strange, but true. You can hear a child of God sing 
fervently God’s praises in church on the Lord’s day as he 
sits next to you in the pew. But when you stand near him 
outside of church, you may hear him curse someone as 
he relates what that person did to him. You are inclined 
to ask, “Can this be the same person?” Then it comes 
to you sharply and as a dagger. You do the same in your 
home. You lead the family in devotions, but suddenly 
you speak evil of someone within the congregation and 
repeat a juicy bit of gossip that was told you by one of 
your fellow workers on the job (169).

Faith Made Perfect combines good exegesis, sound theology, 
helpful illustrations, and heart-searching applications. The 
reader will understand the epistle of James when he has 
finished the book, which will be useful for Bible study groups 
and pastors alike. Not only will the reader understand James, 
but also, if he has read carefully and prayerfully, he will be 
found humbled and comforted at the feet of Christ, where all 
true faith leads us.



How are we to live as those who are justified before God 
in Christ? In his commentary on the book of James, Faith 
Made Perfect, Prof. Herman Hanko answers this question 
by explaining the practical instruction the epistle of James 
gives to God’s children. The converted Jews, whom James 
addresses in this epistle, received instruction concerning 
the same things that we need to be instructed about today. 
As God’s people who are united to Christ by faith, we 
are taught in the book of James how to deal with trials 
and temptations, how to be wise, how to use our tongues, 
how to handle unfair treatment by those in authority over 
us, and how to deal with spiritual struggles. In exegeting 
these passages filled with practical demands in a verse-
by-verse commentary, Professor Hanko provides excellent 
applications for all the members of God’s church today, 
including the elderly and the young people. He shows how 
we are to live to God’s glory in all of life and to manifest 
that we have genuine faith.

Understanding that we often fall short of obeying God’s 
commands and doing good works, even as those who are 
his children and united to Christ, Professor Hanko always 
makes sure to lead the reader to the cross of Christ. In 
interpreting the admonitions of James to the converted Jews 
of that day concerning their walk of life, Hanko shows that 
we also often do not follow God’s commands in this epistle 
and that we often do not live out of the bond of faith we 
have with Christ. Yet, Hanko always emphasizes that there 
is hope for us in Christ. For instance, concerning James 4:7, 
which calls us to “resist the devil,” Hanko writes, “When 
we fall into sin, as so often we do, we have the victory of the 
cross to which we flee in humble confession” (207). This 
book is truly Christ-centered. 

In his discussion of the practical instruction and commands 
we are given in the book of James, Hanko explains the 
teaching of the book concerning the relationship between 
faith and works. He exegetes key passages in the book of 
James that deal with our justification in the sight of God. 
The Roman Catholic Church as well as the proponents of 
the federal vision use passages in James to teach that we 
are justified by faith and works. They appeal to texts such 
as James 2:21, which states, “Was not Abraham justified 
by works?” to attempt to prove their position. Hanko 
examines James 2:21 and other passages like it that are 
so often falsely interpreted and proves that James teaches 
the same truth of justification by faith alone as Paul did in 
Romans and  in Galatians by the inspiration of the Spirit. 
In his explanation Hanko shows that there are indeed no 
contradictions  in scripture.

After reading this book the child of God most definitely 
will have a greater knowledge of the book of James and 
will surely be spiritually edified. Professor Hanko spends 
much time explaining the connections between the verses 
that can sometimes be difficult to find. In describing the 
connections, he gives the reader a richer understanding 
of each individual passage. Also, his explanation of many 
of the key words used in the original language help the 
believer better understand the important concepts of this 
epistle. In reading this careful work on the book of James, 
the believer will certainly grow in knowledge of his God 
and will develop in his understanding of how he is to live 
his everyday life as one who is one with Jesus Christ.

 

Herman Hanko. Jenison, MI: Reformed Free Publishing Association, 2015. Hardcover. 304 pages. $28.95 
Reviewed by Matthew De Boer, junior seminary student at the Theological School of the Protestant Reformed Churches

Professor Hanko made an unexpected stop at the  
RFPA office the afternoon of May 28. Shortly after  
his arrival, the truck carrying his new book,  
Faith Made Perfect, arrived and surprised him.  
He watched expectantly as the delivery truck 
drove to the RFPA warehouse, where he admiringly 
viewed the fruit of his labors.

IN REVIEW: FAITH MADE PERFECT
COMMENTARY ON JAMES
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RFPA update Reader Feedback
• Upon receiving Just Dad one reader stated, “It is good for us to see that [Hoeksema] was a husband and father— 

a normal and fallible man, doing the work of the Lord placed before him.”

• A reader from New Jersey wrote, “I am halfway through [Just Dad] and enjoying it so.” 

• Another from Wisconsin exclaimed regarding Just Dad, “Delightful! Thank you, Mrs. Kregel.” 

• The RFPA thanks Mrs. Kregel too, for her invaluable work on this beautiful, timely reminiscence.

• A Standard Bearer subscriber recently wrote, “I am deeply grateful for the carefully done, studied writings in  
your publication.” 

• Another subscriber proclaimed, “I thank God for your teachable hearts and for 
giving you a desire to be entrenched in his Word.”

• A reader of the RFPA blog made this comment: “I appreciate getting your blog 
posts. They’re brief, to the point, informative, and easy to read. I find myself 
reading every blog that comes to my inbox. It’s wonderful to learn anew or be 
reminded of Reformed truths I already embrace. Excellent way to focus on God 
during the course of a busy day.”

• The RFPA thanks Rev. Clayton Spronk who continues to do an excellent 
job writing these timely and informative articles for the RFPA blog.


