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Seven sacred spaces:  
their roles 
In pairs write down what you think these places were designed for. 
Note with each one:  
• whether it is for individual or corporate use, or both 
• how it aids the community within and if it engages the world 

beyond. 
 

Sacred space* Individual or 
corporate? 

How it contributes to the whole 

Cell   

Chapter   

Cloister   

Garden   

Refectory   

Scriptorium   

Chapel   

 
* When conducting focus group research into the purposes of the seven sacred spaces, I deliberately 

held back any group’s consideration of Chapel until last. This was lest its roles might be greedy, 
sucking in other functions better served elsewhere. I did it, too, in the hope of provoking sharper 
examination of Chapel’s particular relationship to all the other six places. In this exercise, I have 
therefore put it last in the list of seven. 
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