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Gordon Giles writes…
In June 2021, the Cathedrals Cycle Relay took to the roads 
of England. Setting out from Newcastle, the cyclists headed 
through York, down to London, where they did the shortest 
leg, between St Paul’s and Southwark, and then followed 
the ancient pilgrimage route to Canterbury via Rochester 

before turning west, towards Truro, and then back up the country through 
Worcester, wending their way via Carlisle back to Newcastle.

While only one person did the whole 2,000-mile route, the challenge 
lasted 42 days and took in all of England’s 42 cathedrals. As well as being a 
great feat of teamwork, it was an opportunity to raise awareness of physical 
and mental well-being and psychological health, and a great way to bring 
people together. Being a relay, a baton was handed on from cathedral to 
cathedral. It was a beautiful baton, made from bronze to a design by the 
13-year-old daughter of Shaun Cutler, who conceived and planned the relay. 
It featured two sculptured hands reaching towards each other, symbolis-
ing the idea that ‘some days you need a hand, other days you are called 
to lend a hand’. This baton was literally ‘handed’ over at each cathedral 
as prayers were said and a special candle lit for the remaining days of the 
cycle pilgrimage.

I am being handed a beautiful baton as I become the editor of New 
Daylight, with this edition being my first. Like cyclists pedalling around 
the country, I feel that I am not only joining a great team of riders around 
me, a peloton of preachers, but also am inheriting a great and long tradi-
tion, carefully and lovingly curated by David Winter, Naomi Starkey, Sally 
Welch and others. To these we all owe a huge debt of gratitude, and my 
special thanks go to Sally, who has so graciously handed the baton on to 
me. With your prayers and the help of so many contributors, who are not 
only thoughtful, know ledgeable and informed but also lovely people, we 
begin together the next leg of an exciting journey with God.

So please do continue to walk with us and enjoy our cycle of readings, 
in faith and hope and love. And don’t hesitate to be in touch to tell us how 
we are doing, and how you are doing.

With every blessing,
REVD CANON DR GORDON GILES
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Introduction

Hosea: wayward people, loving God
I won’t sugar-coat it – the book of Hosea has some tough 
p assages to ponder. God speaks words of sadness through 
this prophet because of the ways his people fail him. As 
they give themselves over to other gods, worshipping idols 
through expressions of debauchery and sin, God feels the 

loss of their love. His anger burns against them, and he speaks words of 
judgement. But he never reaches the point of wiping them out forever. His 
love is too strong for that drastic action. 

We’re spending the first two weeks of Advent in this book of Hosea, 
and although we’re not referencing this season in the notes, it is a good 
time to look at some hard truths. Doing so is countercultural, as people in 
December (myself included) often jump to the celebration of Christmas – 
with parties, meals and other events – and gloss over the true meaning 
of Advent. After all, Advent is about repenting and fasting, about waiting 
for the second coming of Jesus. Considering the anguish of God over his 
wayward people during this season can help us to examine the ways we 
fail him. As we turn from our sins, we can embrace the joy and feasting of 
Christmas all the more. 

With the book of Hosea having 14 chapters, we move through it daily 
with excerpts from each consecutive chapter. Doing so helps us in the exer-
cise of embracing the hard bits as well as God’s loving words of forgiveness 
and restoration. We can form a fuller picture of why God is so unhappy with 
his people: they reject him again and again, relying on themselves in pride 
and turning to other loves. Thus when we read God’s words of comfort, we 
see how deeply he grieves and just what it costs him to extend forgiveness. 

As you prepare yourself to welcome God incarnate, the baby who is 
God, I invite you to consider the story of Jesus coming to earth from farther 
back. Because God’s people left him heartbroken, he would set in motion 
the deepest expression of his love – sending his Son to become human, to 
die and to rise again. 

May you experience a deep understanding of God’s rich love for us, 
his beloved, this Advent season. 

AMY BOUCHER PYE 



102   The First Sunday of Advent

Sunday 27 November Hosea 1:1–4 (NIV)

A hard call
The word of the Lord that came to Hosea son of Beeri during the reigns 
of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the 
reign of Jeroboam son of Joash king of Israel: When the Lord began to 
speak through Hosea, the Lord said to him, ‘Go, marry a promiscuous 
woman and have children with her, for like an adulterous wife this land 
is guilty of unfaithfulness to the Lord.’ So he married Gomer daughter of 
Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. Then the Lord said to 
Hosea, ‘Call him Jezreel, because I will soon punish the house of Jehu for 
the massacre at Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of Israel.’

This is not a very cheery start to our journey with Hosea! Although this 
prophet’s name means ‘salvation’, his role is a tough one, as God calls him 
to be a living metaphor through his marriage to an unfaithful woman. He 
lives at the time of the divided kingdom, after Israel and Judah had split, 
and he dwells in the northern kingdom of Israel.

Hosea obeys God’s call, marrying Gomer, and she bears three children, 
all of whom God instructs to give names that express his disappointment 
with his unfaithful people. Hosea is to name the firstborn Jezreel, which 
means ‘scattered’, indicating how God’s people would be dispersed. Also, 
there will be a massacre at the Valley of Jezreel. He is to name the other 
children Lo-Ruhamah, meaning ‘not loved’, and Lo-Ammi, meaning ‘not my 
people’. The Lord wants his people to see things from his point of view – to 
feel some of his heartache when they stray from his love.

As you ponder the hard path of Hosea, recall times when you’ve sensed 
God calling you to embrace something that was difficult or unexpected. 
Consider how you responded, and how God met you through that experi-
ence. As you look back, ask God to help you with any challenges you face 
currently, that you will have the strength to believe his promises.

Loving God, so often we fall short of your standards,  
but you extend your loving forgiveness to us. Help me to embrace  

your love and share it with others. 

AMY BOUCHER PYE
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Monday 28 November Hosea 2:6, 8–9, 11, 14–15 (NIV, abridged)

Speaking tenderly
Therefore I will block her path with thornbushes; I will wall her in so that 
she cannot find her way… She has not acknowledged that I was the one 
who… lavished on her the silver and gold – which they used for Baal. 
Therefore I will take away my corn when it ripens, and my new wine when 
it is ready… I will stop all her celebrations: her yearly festivals, her New 
Moons, her Sabbath days… Therefore I am now going to allure her; I will 
lead her into the wilderness and speak tenderly to her. There I will give 
her back her vineyards, and will make the Valley of Achor a door of hope.

God continues to be disappointed with how his people reject him. They 
hanker after other gods, not acknowledging that he’s the one who has 
delivered and saved them. With vivid language he declares how he will turn 
their face back to him: with thornbushes he will get their attention. Though 
the thorns may draw blood, they won’t impart lasting damage. Indeed, God 
reveals his love even in this picture of walling them in. The prickly bushes 
not only ensure they’ll receive his love but keep out the most undesirable 
creatures, such as foxes or other marauding animals. 

Note how God says he will take away their fertile land, that which pro-
duces an abundance of corn and wine. He concludes that the only way 
they’ll notice him is to let their crops fail. In times of hardship, they will 
more likely return to the Lord. 

The words of God’s judgement are stern and difficult, but he follows 
them with loving words of redemption – of how he will lure his people back 
to himself. He doesn’t give up on those who stray from him but has a store 
of tender words for all who have turned away. Beckoning them back gen-
tly, he stretches out his open arms and yearns that they – that we – would 
return to his loving fold. 

God, you are gentle and loving, speaking tenderly when I shirk your love 
as you call me back home. Help me to leave my attachments to false gods 

and find my rest in you. 

AMY BOUCHER PYE
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Tuesday 29 November Hosea 3:1–5 (NIV, abridged)

Saving God
The Lord said to me, ‘Go, show your love to your wife again, though she 
is loved by another man and is an adulteress. Love her as the Lord loves 
the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin 
cakes.’ So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver… Then I told her, ‘You 
are to live with me for many days; you must not be a prostitute or be 
intimate with any man, and I will behave the same way towards you.’ For 
the Israelites will live for many days without king or prince… Afterwards 
the Israelites will return and seek the Lord their God and David their king. 

The meaning of Hosea’s name, ‘salvation’, comes to the fore in this passage, 
as God calls him to redeem his unfaithful wife. Although he could rightfully 
claim her as his own without payment, he buys her back. He promises to be 
intimate only with her, and he requests this of her. Again this lived-out meta-
phor paints a broader picture of the love of God for his wayward people. 

Although God knows they will turn from him again and again, he offers 
to pay the price to have them return to himself. He knows that eventually 
they will seek him, although he will have to wait a long time. He yearns that 
they wouldn’t prostitute themselves with other gods. 

The promise of Hosea was true for God’s people in those times, and he 
fulfils his promise to us through the sacrifice of his own Son, Jesus. He gives 
us his Spirit to help us stay true to him. How rich we are with resources to 
help us grow in the fruit of love, peace, joy and gentleness, among others. 
We need only to relinquish our need to be in control as we ask for his help 
each day. Perhaps, however, bowing our knees and asking him to take 
over might feel very hard. If so, we can ask for help with that big step, too. 

Saving Lord, you have paid the ultimate price so that I can be at peace 
with you. Help me to relinquish every right I have claim to, that I will live 

wholeheartedly for you. 

AMY BOUCHER PYE
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Wednesday 30 November Hosea 4:1–3 (NIV)

The land dries up
Hear the word of the Lord, you Israelites, because the Lord has a charge 
to bring against you who live in the land: ‘There is no faithfulness, no 
love, no acknowledgment of God in the land. There is only cursing, lying 
and murder, stealing and adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed 
follows bloodshed. Because of this the land dries up, and all who live in 
it waste away; the beasts of the field, the birds in the sky and the fish in 
the sea are swept away.’

Before our current climate crisis, God saw the impact of humanity on the 
earth. As he says through Hosea, the land dries up because of the lack of 
faithfulness and love, and because his people turn from him. All living 
creatures feel the effects of sin. So too for us: the more we seek to acquire, 
the more our beloved globe suffers. When we turn from God and ignore 
his ways, we waste our natural resources and spew out pollution on his 
beautiful earth. 

We can repent of these actions, and we can pray for the healing of the 
earth. A 20th-century Christian, Agnes Sanford, prayed along these lines, 
believing that God was calling her to pray daily for the gentle release of 
tension in the earth’s crust. To do so she moved near to the San Andreas 
Fault in California. We don’t know how God answered those prayers, but 
it is a fascinating idea to pray in this way, especially as we seem to be hit 
with so much extreme weather. Wildfires, floods, hurricanes, tornados 
and so many other natural disasters wreak havoc on people, land and sea. 

How might God respond to your prayers for places and people you’re 
concerned about? Although we can’t answer that question definitively, we 
can dream about how we can partner with him to bring restoration and 
hope to the land and its inhabitants. 

Creator God, you made the world and all that is within it. How you 
must grieve at the destruction we bring about. Help me to be aware of 
my actions and their impact; help me to work with you for the healing 

of the earth. 

AMY BOUCHER PYE
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Thursday 1 December Hosea 5:11–15 (NIV, abridged)

Moths and rot
Ephraim is oppressed, trampled in judgement, intent on pursuing idols. 
I am like a moth to Ephraim, like rot to the people of Judah. When Ephraim 
saw his sickness, and Judah his sores, then Ephraim turned to Assyria, 
and sent to the great king for help. But he is not able to cure you, not able 
to heal your sores. For I will be like a lion… I will carry them off, with no 
one to rescue them. Then I will return to my lair until they have borne 
their guilt and seek my face – in their misery they will earnestly seek me.

Hosea’s prophecy continues to be difficult, with God pouring out words of 
anguish and judgement over his people. And yet; and yet. As we read the 
final words of this chapter, we learn that although his people suffer sores 
and sickness, they will seek his face in their misery. God doesn’t want them 
to endure this pain, but knows that through it they can return to him. 

Ephraim is one of the tribes of Israel, so we see that both the northern 
and southern kingdoms have removed themselves from God and his influ-
ence. Instead they engage in corruption, war with other nations and seek 
the help of other kings. In short, they prostitute themselves to other gods. 

The true God seems to have had enough, wanting to remove himself 
from them. The image of him being a moth can startle us – an insect that 
is seemingly innocuous yet which wreaks destruction, one nibble at a time. 
Moths destroy as do floods and tsunamis, although on a slower and smaller 
scale. But God longs for his people to reveal their guilt and to seek his face; 
to repent and return to him. 

We might not scurry after other gods in the way that God’s people at the 
time of Hosea did, but yet our hearts long for fulfilment – whether through 
relationships, our work, gratification of our bodies or other things. Augus-
tine of Hippo’s words still resonate: ‘Our hearts are restless, until they can 
find rest in you.’

Forgiving God, keep me from the moths that destroy. Help me to return 
to you with all my heart, finding peace and belonging.

AMY BOUCHER PYE
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Friday 2 December Hosea 6:1–4, 6 (NIV, abridged)

Mists and rains
Come, let us return to the Lord. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal 
us… After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us, 
that we may live in his presence. Let us acknowledge the Lord; let us 
press on to acknowledge him. As surely as the sun rises, he will appear; 
he will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the 
earth. What can I do with you, Ephraim? What can I do with you, Judah? 
Your love is like the morning mist, like the early dew that disappears… 
I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgement of God rather than 
burnt offerings.

The conversation between Hosea and God continues, with Hosea seeking 
repentance from God’s people. With his line about restoration on the third 
day, he foreshadows the redemption to come through Jesus. And he looks 
to nature to call the people to return to God, knowing that even as the sun 
appears each day, so too will God meet his people. Hosea believes that 
even in times of drought, the rains will reappear to water the earth, bring-
ing nourishment and relief. 

But God despairs at his wayward children. He too employs pictures 
from nature, saying that their love is as fleeting as the morning mist, which 
the sun soon burns away. How fragile our affections must appear to the 
unchanging God!

God knows that we often try to earn his love. But as he says through 
Hosea in this passage, and as Jesus later quotes twice to the Pharisees 
(Matthew 9:13; 12:7), God desires not sacrifice but mercy; he seeks our 
acknowledgement of him rather than frenetic activity. 

Just as Hosea desired that Gomer would commit herself to her husband 
with all her heart, soul and body, so too does God long for us to serve and 
honour him. When we do so, we’ll find ourselves immersed in his soaking 
spring rains. His living water will cleanse us and slake our thirst. 

Lord Jesus, you said that you desire mercy not sacrifice. Show me what 
this means in my life today, that I might follow you fully, in my thoughts, 

words and deeds. 

AMY BOUCHER PYE
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Saturday 3 December Hosea 7:4, 8, 10–13 (NIV, abridged)

Turning from God
They are all adulterers, burning like an oven whose fire the baker need 
not stir from the kneading of the dough till it rises… Ephraim is a flat loaf 
not turned over… Israel’s arrogance testifies against him, but despite all 
this he does not return to the Lord his God or search for him. Ephraim is 
like a dove, easily deceived and senseless… When they go, I will throw 
my net over them; I will pull them down like the birds in the sky… Woe 
to them, because they have strayed from me!… I long to redeem them 
but they speak about me falsely.

Many images fill this section of Hosea, such as those around baking. 
Because the tribes of Israel are not true to God, they burn with desire for 
other gods, hot like coals ready to receive bread for baking. The ‘flat loaf’ 
that Hosea refers to relates to a dough that is half-cooked. In those days, 
bakers would produce something similar to a pancake, cooked on each 
side. Because the tribe of Ephraim wouldn’t submit to God, they wouldn’t 
be baked through, like a pancake that’s done on one side but which oozes 
on the other. 

God moves to the image of doves. These birds flock together and fly 
around aimlessly, and God throws his net over them, capturing them 
and pulling them down out of the sky. He burns with anger at their way-
ward hearts. 

Yet even with these disturbing images, we see a spark of hope – of how 
God longs to redeem his people. They speak lies about him, but he doesn’t 
give up hope that they will return and recommit themselves to him. 

Pride kept God’s people from following him in Hosea’s day, and pride 
keeps our necks stiff, with us unwilling to bow our heads in humility and 
service. We might feel we are self-sufficient, not needing God’s help. Yet 
we do. Take a few moments to review with God your passions and actions, 
asking him through his Spirit to reveal any areas where you might need to 
return to him. 

‘As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our 
transgressions from us’ (Psalm 103:12).

AMY BOUCHER PYE
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Sunday 4 December Hosea 8:7–10 (NIV)

Sowing and reaping
They sow the wind and reap the whirlwind. The stalk has no head; it will 
produce no flour. Were it to yield grain, foreigners would swallow it up. 
Israel is swallowed up; now she is among the nations like something no 
one wants. For they have gone up to Assyria like a wild donkey wander-
ing alone. Ephraim has sold herself to lovers. Although they have sold 
themselves among the nations, I will now gather them together. They will 
begin to waste away under the oppression of the mighty king.

More than once, God employs the metaphor of sowing seeds in the Bible. 
Here in Hosea he uses the image as a warning: that those who sell them-
selves to other nations will sow the wind and reap the whirlwind, their 
livelihood ruined. What they harvest will be worth nothing. Even if it could 
be salvaged, those whom they invited into their fields would swallow up 
any remaining goodness. 

Again we glimpse a sliver of hope in one short phrase – ‘I will now gather 
them together.’ Even though they’ve brought this whirlwind upon them-
selves, God will have mercy. Like a farmer scooping up the seeds that he 
intends to sow in good soil, so the Lord gathers his wayward children from 
the dire places they have scattered. He removes the choking weeds that 
stifle their faith. He sends us the sunshine and rain to help the seeds grow 
and fortifies their soil with good nutrients, sometimes made from the 
compost of their lives. 

Pause to ponder seeds, sunshine and the master gardener. If with the 
help of the Holy Spirit you were to picture your heart as a garden, what 
would it look like? You might see wild areas of colourful flowers and tow-
ering trees providing plenty of shade or neat and tidy sections of plants, 
highly cultivated. If you spot any weeds threatening to choke the fruitful 
vines, ask God to help you eradicate them. Know that God can make your 
garden a safe place for you to flourish and to welcome in others.

Loving Lord, I know that pruning is painful at the moment, but that growth 
will follow in time. Help me to bear fruit that lasts. 

AMY BOUCHER PYE
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Monday 5 December Hosea 9:7–10a (NIV)

The prophet a fool
The days of punishment are coming, the days of reckoning are at hand. 
Let Israel know this. Because your sins are so many and your hostility so 
great, the prophet is considered a fool, the inspired person a maniac. The 
prophet, along with my God, is the watchman over Ephraim, yet snares 
await him on all his paths, and hostility in the house of his God. They have 
sunk deep into corruption, as in the days of Gibeah. God will remember 
their wickedness and punish them for their sins. When I found Israel, it 
was like finding grapes in the desert; when I saw your ancestors, it was 
like seeing the early fruit on the fig-tree.

You may be growing weary of God stating his case against his people. The 
tone will change, but again we have to consider the sins of Israel and Judah. 
Their unfaithfulness reaches a new peak when they turn God’s feast days 
into a mixture of worshipping the true God alongside idols – they revere 
Baal, the one from whom they seek a fruitful harvest. What was once a 
festival of true worship descends into a time of drunkenness and sexual 
orgies. God isn’t happy about it.

Their disobedience means that God’s people even take the prophet for a 
madman. No longer do they listen to his words of warning nor repent in sor-
row. Though Hosea is God’s appointed person, they greet him with disbelief 
and anger. Hosea despairs, as does God. The prophet asks God to reject his 
people; to make them wanderers among the nations. But however much 
betrayed, the Lord never gives up. He remembers the good times, such as 
when he discovered them, he felt like he was finding grapes in the desert. 

Though the sins of God’s people are wearisome, so are our own sins. 
We can find hope in the fact that God never gives up on his people – and 
he’ll never desert us either. We too can be as refreshing as plump and juicy 
grapes in an arid land. 

Tender Lord, thank you for loving me so much that you run towards 
me when I so much as shift my gaze to you. I seek your loving arms 

and welcome. 

AMY BOUCHER PYE
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Tuesday 6 December Hosea 10:11–13a (NIV)

Sowing righteousness
Ephraim is a trained heifer that loves to thresh; so I will put a yoke on 
her fair neck. I will drive Ephraim, Judah must plough, and Jacob must 
break up the ground. Sow righteousness for yourselves, reap the fruit 
of unfailing love, and break up your unploughed ground; for it is time 
to seek the Lord, until he comes and showers his righteousness on you. 
But you have planted wickedness, you have reaped evil, you have eaten 
the fruit of deception.

Each January I like to choose a word for the year and an accompanying 
verse. One year my scripture text was Hosea 10:12, and I was pleased with 
the imagery of sowing seeds of righteousness. Later I preached on this 
passage, speaking of the work of ploughing and planting. But in focusing 
on this verse, I too easily skimmed over the hard bits of judgement in this 
chapter of Hosea. 

Now I see how we need to consider the larger picture of God’s sad-
ness over the sins of his people. After all, Israel and Judah haven’t turned 
from their errant ways but remain a spreading vine more like a weed than 
something that is fruitful. As his people plant wickedness, they reap evil, 
bearing no good fruit. 

Although we can’t ignore the difficult bits, we can take encouragement 
from God’s words about reaping the fruit of unfailing love. With his help we 
break up the crusty ground of unforgiveness, selfishness, anger, bitterness 
and control; we can ask God to send showers of healing, love, grace and 
peace. Having done so, we trust that he will answer our prayers. 

You could take this passage, perhaps starting with ‘Sow righteousness…’, 
and ask God to help you digest its truth. One way is to write it out as a prose 
poem; another is to doodle the various words on a page. Stopping to ponder 
the images can help us to pause and receive from God. 

Lord, I want to sow seeds of righteousness. Help me to break up any sin 
in my life, that I will bear the fruit of the Spirit. I want to work for unity 

and peace among those I meet. 

AMY BOUCHER PYE
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Wednesday 7 December Hosea 11:1–4, 8–9 (NIV, abridged)

Cords of kindness
When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. 
But the more they were called, the more they went away from me. They 
sacrificed to the Baals and they burned incense to images. It was I who 
taught Ephraim to walk, taking them by the arms; but they did not realise 
it was I who healed them. I led them with cords of human kindness, with 
ties of love… How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, 
Israel?… My heart is changed within me; all my compassion is aroused. 
I will not carry out my fierce anger… For I am God, and not a man – the 
Holy One among you.

God’s outpouring of compassion reminds me of the cool weather ushered in 
after intense heat and a thunderstorm. The Lord’s anger over the betrayal of 
his people dissipates and his love oozes forth as the picture Hosea employs 
changes from lovers to father and child. The perfect love of a father shows 
forth in the compelling images of the ‘cords of human kindness’, the ‘ties 
of love’. Last week we saw how God boxed in his wayward people with the 
thornbushes; here the image changes to a gentler one. I think of a fenced-in 
garden to keep a toddler from wandering off or a swimming pool enclosed 
by a wall to keep a child out of harm’s way. 

Why the change? ‘For I am God, and not a man.’ Because God loves so 
deeply, he forgives the wrongdoing of his people completely and doesn’t 
carry out the consequences of his fierce anger. Instead, his compassion is 
aroused; he is a loving parent who wants the best for his children. 

Sometimes God closes doors that we think he should fling wide open. 
Trusting him when we don’t know the full picture can feel difficult, but as 
we do so more and more we’ll build up the muscle memory that makes 
it easier when we face disappointment. In looking back we see his gentle 
leading in ways we may not have expected.

Loving Father, thank you for tying me with cords of human kindness. 
Keep me safe within your boundaries. 

AMY BOUCHER PYE
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Thursday 8 December Hosea 12:2–6 (NIV)

Return and wait
The Lord has a charge to bring against Judah; he will punish Jacob accord-
ing to his ways and repay him according to his deeds. In the womb he 
grasped his brother’s heel; as a man he struggled with God. He struggled 
with the angel and overcame him; he wept and begged for his favour. He 
found him at Bethel and talked with him there – the Lord God Almighty, 
the Lord is his name! But you must return to your God; maintain love and 
justice, and wait for your God always.

As we find ourselves once again in a courtroom scene, God reminds his 
people of how they were formed. The name of the northern kingdom 
(which was the name for them all before it split in two), came from the 
night that Jacob wrestled with God, fighting the angel and vowing that he 
would not let him go until he blessed him (see Genesis 32:22–32). When God 
observed Jacob’s persistence, he blessed him and renamed him ‘Israel’, 
which probably means ‘he struggles with God’. Thereafter God’s people 
were called Israel. 

But Hosea makes clear that God’s people in his day are more like the 
deceitful Jacob than the patriarch he came to be. According to Bible com-
mentators, in the ancient Near East, being a ‘heel-catcher’ implied some-
one was a double-dealer and deceitful (see Genesis 25:26). So when God 
reminds them of their ancestor, he’s not commending them but calling 
them to repent. He wants them to return to love and justice, to wait for 
God and his ways. 

God’s reminder of Jacob comes with a warning – he is calling them to 
return to him and stop being deceitful – but also the promise of his mercy. 
Just as he blessed Jacob and changed his name, so too will he welcome 
his wayward people home. When we repent from our sins – perhaps those 
of contempt and lies – God runs towards us with open arms, grasping us 
in his embrace. We can rest and cease our struggles. 

Forgiving Father, thank you for promising to release me from my sins. 
Help me to reach the point of repentance quickly, instead of dithering 

and delaying. I want to be clean and free. 

AMY BOUCHER PYE



114

Friday 9 December Hosea 13:2b–4, 6–8a (NIV)

Wispy or solid
It is said of these people, ‘They offer human sacrifices! They kiss calf-
idols!’ Therefore they will be like the morning mist, like the early dew 
that disappears, like chaff swirling from a threshing-floor, like smoke 
escaping through a window. But I have been the Lord your God ever 
since you came out of Egypt. You shall acknowledge no God but me, no 
Saviour except me… When I fed them, they were satisfied; when they 
were satisfied, they became proud; then they forgot me. So I will be like 
a lion to them, like a leopard I will lurk by the path. Like a bear robbed 
of her cubs, I will attack them and rip them open.’

The sins of God’s people lead him to despair. The human sacrifices here are 
probably the hateful practice of child sacrifice – there are not many things 
more barbaric than that. God pronounces the consequences of their sin, 
that the people will become as insubstantial as the morning mist or the 
smoke that escapes out the window. 

God then reminds his people how often they forget him when they’ve 
found shelter and their bellies are full. To chasten them, he becomes as a 
lion, a leopard or a bear. These animals were all native predators in the 
ancient Near East. 

In our rush to emphasise repentance and restoration, we may overlook 
the consequences of sin – our own or that committed against us. Those who 
refuse to repent may turn into an empty shell of a person; those pumped up 
with grandiosity and lies may be seen for the hot air they emit. Or they may 
become so entrenched in their prejudice that grace and mercy will no longer 
soak into their hardened exterior. Of course, God can work miracles – and 
he does. But he also respects our choices and won’t force himself on us. 

We can ask God through his Spirit to keep making us more solid; that as 
we become more like him we will avoid disappearing as the morning mist. 
That’s a prayer he loves to answer. 

Lord, make me solid in you. Fill me with your Spirit that I would act in ways 
that honour you.

AMY BOUCHER PYE
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Saturday 10 December Hosea 14:1–7 (NIV, abridged)

Trees of Israel
Return, Israel, to the Lord your God. Your sins have been your downfall!… 
Say to him: ‘Forgive all our sins and receive us graciously… Assyria can-
not save us; we will not mount war-horses. We will never again say “Our 
gods” to what our own hands have made’… ‘I will heal their waywardness 
and love them freely, for my anger has turned away from them. I will be 
like the dew to Israel… Like a cedar of Lebanon he will send down his 
roots… His splendour will be like an olive tree… People will dwell again 
in his shade… they will blossom like the vine.’

After the heartache of Hosea taking on a wayward wife, and after the to and 
fro of the courtroom scene, how refreshing to reach this loving conversation 
between Hosea on behalf of the people and their God. Hosea calls them 
to repent, to promise never again to worship the idols they fashion or to 
trust in the power of armies. God responds with a promise of love in action. 
He will graciously receive them and will love them without ceasing. He will 
plant them in good soil; their shoots will grow into a solid tree in whose 
shade people will find relief from the scorching sun. 

We can find hope in this final conversation in the book of Hosea. It 
affirms that God’s nature is to forgive and to restore. Although we fail him, 
he forgives us. He welcomes us with gentle caresses and loving-kindness. 
However far we stray – no matter what other idols we worship or if we put 
our trust into the things we create – he will not cease accepting us. 

As you ponder the never-ending love of God through this Old Testament 
book, consider how you can embody God’s loving attributes even more. 
How can you live out his ways of grace in your intimate relationships? Take 
some time to converse with God about one particular person, asking him 
for a revelation that will honour this person and God. 

Loving God, make us like a cedar of Lebanon, that others may find relief 
and comfort in our shade. Help us to grow and flourish, spreading your 

light and love both near and afar. 

AMY BOUCHER PYE
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