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Themes in this edition
In January, we enjoy the classic and possibly best-known story in 
the Bible – the good Samaritan. There will be plenty of insights and 
examples from recent months in your own neighbourhood of ‘good 
neighbours’. Globally, people may have become aware of the Good-
SAM app – goodsamapp.org – which is based on the principle of dis-
interested goodness as shown by the stranger in Jesus’ story.

In February, as the church year moves on to the season of Lent, we 
look again at Jesus being tempted in the wilderness. This is a story we 
haven’t explored in this magazine since 2015, so it is due for revisiting. 
As families face the tough choices involved in a journey of Christian 
discipleship, we are reminded that Jesus also had tough choices to 
make as he obeyed his heavenly Father.

In March, when Mothering Sunday is celebrated in some parts of the 
world, we enjoy looking at two of the most prominent women in God’s 
story: Ruth and Naomi. This session will be a challenge as we try to 
explore a whole book in one session! But what a far-reaching and 
heart-warming family saga of vulnerability, loyalty and obedience.

Finally in April, of course, we celebrate the central festival of Easter 
and enjoy the wonder and power of Jesus’ resurrection once again.
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How to run a 
Messy Church  
planning meeting

Why?
Whether your team is large or small, 
sharing creative ideas and prayers is 
beneficial to running a healthy and 
intentional Messy Church.

Pray
Pray for your Messy Church, for the 
worldwide Messy Church network 
and for God to be at work.

Where to hold a meeting
Choose a warm and friendly 
environment with refreshment 
facilities and a hospitable host.  
Wi-Fi is a bonus!

Resources
A variety of Bible translations, 
Messy Church publications, the 
Messy Church website, Pinterest 
(pinterest.co.uk/MessyChurchBRF), 
the BRF Ideas Hub (ideas.brf.org.uk/
topics). Use planning sheets, all-age 
song lists and recipes.

Follow-up
Organise individual team member 
actions, communicate, pray and be 
faithful to one another.

Go to messychurch.org.uk/getmessyjan21  
to download all templates at A4 size, 
including a session planning sheet

If you are using these sessions for a Messy 
Church at home, look out for this symbol! 
These are easier activities that can easily 
be adapted to the home.

In our next issue
May: Blinded into seeing

June: Don’t bury your talents
July: The rich young ruler

August: Two by two
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Lucy Moore writes…

Change-makers
Sixteen years ago, people were asking when Messy Church families were going to start coming to church. 
Today, of course, nobody even thinks of asking the question! If you asked someone if Messy Church is really 
‘church’ now adays, there would be either an incredulous sharp intake of breath or a peal of astonished 
laughter at your naivety. Kind people would take you to one side and explain the error of your ways.

If only. 

On my gloomier days, faced with strongholds of inher-
ited church, where people think Messy Church is a slightly 
tasteless outreach club for kids that provides a jolly time 
playing at the fluffier sides of the Bible and wasting 
resources that could better be spent on bringing back the 
old hymn books – on these days, yes, it seems that nothing 
has changed over the past decade and a half. It feels as if 
we’ve succeeded in communicating nothing about the 
wonderful opportunities of intergenerational worship or 
the joys of being a missional church. 

However, attitudes are changing! The shift has been 
described as like putting a splash of red ink into a bowl of 
water: as the colour spreads out across the bowl, the rest 
of the water may not all turn bright red, but it may well, 
almost imperceptibly, turn a few degrees pinker. As Messy 
Churches drop their ink splats of doing church differently – 
being intergenerational, creative, inclusive of all sorts of 
people, outward-looking, missional, able to express God’s 
abundance and party-like delight in humanity – it might 
well feel like an ink drop in an ocean. But in reality, over 
time, these tiny, repeated ink drops are gradually changing 
the colour of the water, until what was extraordinary and 
innovative becomes taken for granted. 

Where it used to be unthinkable to do anything more 
creative than a colouring sheet in church, now services 
are slightly more likely to make space for a participative 
cre ative experience during the service. Where a warm 
welcome meant a service sheet shoved into your hand as 
you passed a person who determinedly clicked a counter 
to make sure the attendance numbers were correct, 
now hospitality means something more imaginative and 

heartfelt. Where the norm was to thrust anyone under 
the age of 16 out into a separate room or even another 
building, now more effort is being made to find ways to 
stay together and model worship to each other and with 
each other. And so on. It’s not about Messy Church taking 
over everything; it’s about the values behind Messy Church 
– creativity, hospitality, being all-age, celebration and 
Christ-centredness – gently oozing into the whole of the 
church’s life to make church the best it can be.

A paper to the Church of England Synod in February 2020 
showed the desperate decline of children in Sunday church 
– 38% of churches have no 0–16s and 68% have fewer than 
five 0–16s.* Yet there is nationally no urgent response to 
this call to change the way we do church for the sake of 
our children, apart from a few lone voices crying in the 
wilderness, voices that don’t reach through the locked 
doors of churchgoers’ minds. The stark truth is that very 
few people are prepared to change how they do church for 
the sake of someone who is not already there.

This makes Messy Churches particularly precious commu-
nities of church. Here, church is created with the needs of 
today’s families as the number-one priority, without hav-
ing to cater for the needs of Sunday churchgoers. It breaks 
my heart that we needed to start Messy Church outside of 
the Sunday church so as not to upset churchgoers, when 
the ideal must be to be together. 

But we can carry on gently dripping ink splats on the edge, 
until one day we’ll notice that it’s the colourless churches 
that have become the minority.

https://www.messychurch.org.uk
https://www.messychurch.org.uk
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Session material: January 2021
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Bible story
Luke 10:30–37 (NRSV)
Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who 
stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him 
half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down 
that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the 
other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a 
Samaritan while travelling came near him; and when 
he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him 
and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine 
on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought 
him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he 
took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and 
said, “Take care of him; and when I come back, I will 
repay you whatever more you spend.” Which of these 
three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who 
fell into the hands of the robbers?’ He said, ‘The one 
who showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do 
likewise.’

Pointers
Jesus turns the world order upside down and offers us a dif-
ferent way of living and loving our neighbours, even challeng-
ing our definition of ‘neighbour’. It’s good to be honest with 
ourselves about how we define neighbour and if that aligns 
with what’s being shared here. 
• This story is told to a lawyer who wanted to know how 

he could inherit eternal life. Did he really want to know, 
or was he trying to trick Jesus? It wasn’t the answer he 
was expecting, and the characters in the story do not 
reflect favourably upon his profession. 

• Depending on the translation you read, the two 
men who passed by were a priest, a temple helper, a 
Pharisee or a Levite. Basically, the people who didn’t 
help were the ones you’d think would help. 

• As a Samaritan, the man who did stop was actually 
considered to be an enemy of the Jewish people – 
usually they wouldn’t even have spoken to each other, 
let alone helped each other in such a situation. 

• The Samaritan woman at the well (John 4:1–42) is 
another interesting story, as she is female, Samaritan 
and deemed a sinner. Again, Jesus turns our world 
order upside down, firstly by speaking to her, then by 
sharing a cup with her, and then by inspiring her to 
such an extent that she, a marginalised and excluded 
woman, has the courage to go back and tell her village 
about Jesus’ message of God’s love and inclusion.

• We will all be rendered vulnerable at some point in 
our lives – it’s interesting to note who responds to 
that vulnerability with mercy, grace and love, and who 
walks past ignoring us. It’s even more interesting to 
note whom we walk past.

#discipleship: team
Messy health check
Jesus told us to love our neighbour as we love ourselves. 
Spend a moment deliberately bringing your own feelings of 
being beaten-up in mind, body or spirit to Jesus.

Messy team theme
• Are there people we walk past, as Messy leaders? 

What’s that all about?
• There’s a difference between being with people in 

need rather than trying to fix everything for them. 
What does that look like for us as a Messy Church?

• How does our Messy Church respond to those needing 
good Samaritans?

How does this session help people grow 
in Christ?
This story helps us to identify our neighbour and prompts us 
to consider our responses in the light of God’s love being for 
all of creation, all people, no exceptions.

#discipleship: families
Mealtime card
• Who are the good Samaritans in your community?
• When have you been a good Samaritan?
• Can you think of a time when you have been a good 

Samaritan just by being with someone? What did you 
learn?

Take-home idea
Consider where you live, work or go to school and see if you 
can identify someone who needs a friend right now. Consider 
how you could be that friend.

Go to messychurch.org.uk/getmessyjan21  
to download all templates at A4 size, 
including a session planning sheet

If you are using these sessions for a Messy 
Church at home, look out for this symbol! 
These are easier activities that can easily 
be adapted to the home.

https://twitter.com/messychurchbrf?lang=en
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voice. Some key areas for engagement are: temptation (what 
does it mean, and what does Jesus’ example here teach us?), 
sin (what is sin? Is it sinful to be tempted? If not, how does sin 
enter?) and voices (what are the differences between God’s 
voice and Satan’s in the Bible?). It is important to be sensitive 
to the fact that the subject may be difficult for some adults 
and children to explore, as it may expose challenging areas 
in people’s lives, past or present. 

#discipleship: families
Mealtime card
• Which of the following is most tempting: a) a year’s 

supply of chocolate, b) catching up with the laundry 
pile, or c) checking your notifications.

• What does the word ‘temptation’ mean, and have you 
ever been tempted to do something you know you 
shouldn’t?

• What was Satan trying to get Jesus to do in the story? 
• Which voice did Jesus listen to? God’s voice in the Bible 

or Satan’s? How can we make sure we’re also listening 
to the right voice?

Take-home idea
For the next month, prioritise time to go on a few family out-
ings to fun/special places and spend some intentional time 
exploring questions of faith. You could use one of the Messy 
mini-books (see more on p. 4) to aid your discussions. During 
these times, discuss what things you find unhelpfully tempt-
ing and what each person struggles with. Explore if these 
things get in the way of getting to know Jesus better. How 
can you hear God’s voice as a family?

Question to start and end the session
So… if God spoke to you today, would you know it was him 
speaking?

#discipleship: extra
Climb a hill and look out at the view. Tell yourself the story 
of Jesus being tempted. Which part resonates most strongly 
with you?

Social action
Temptation can be part of addiction problems. Take time to 
read about and pray for the charity Alcoholics Anonymous  
(alcoholics-anonymous.org.uk) or a local charity that sup-
ports people with an addiction.

Session material: February 2021
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Activities
1. The Travelling Tempter

You will need: a volunteer

Assign a team member the job of symbolising the crafty voice 
of temptation. This person will subtly roam around the room, 
undetected, to tempt every family engaging in the activities 
to do something contrary to the purpose of the activity, in a 
silly way! The Travelling Tempter (TT) should not be identified 
until the end of the session, but the group should be told at 
the beginning to watch out for someone who will be going 
around to distract and tempt! Stay alert, stay focused and 
watch out for their subtle and dastardly influence! Can you 
guess who it is? For extra fun send out two or three TTs, but 
only announce one.

2. Temptation station
You will need: a plate; chocolates; 
sweets; a stopwatch

Arrange a bare table with a delicious-looking plate of choco-
lates and sweets in the middle. Enourage groups to stare at it 
for two minutes straight, without touching the plate, talking 
together or looking away from the plate, resisting the urge to 
grab one prematurely! The purpose of the activity is to build 
tolerance and practise resisting temptation. (TT role: to do all 
you can to subtly encourage the participants to take a sweet 
prematurely, break their sight with the plate or talk.)

Talk about how easy or difficult the participants found the 
activity and why they failed or succeeded. Discuss how Jesus 
would have felt hungry in the wilderness after not eating any-
thing for 40 days, and being tempted by Satan. Whose voice 
did Jesus listen to when things got tough?

https://twitter.com/messychurchbrf?lang=en
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3. Card shop
You will need: card; coloured pens; 
scissors; glue sticks; stickers; paper 
cupcake cases

Make two cards. For the first card, cut out two heart shapes. 
Then cut out a strip of paper 3.5 cm (1.5 inches) wide and 30 
cm (12 inches) long and fold it in a concertina. Glue one end to 
each heart. On the front write, ‘I love you’. On the concertina 
strip write, ‘This much’. You may wish to decorate the card 
with stickers. 

For the second card, fold a piece of card in half. Glue cupcake 
cases on to the front, using different sizes, to create a flower. 
Use stickers for the centre of the flower. Draw a stem.

Talk about who you could give your cards to. It could be 
anyone you love, not just a direct relative or carer.

4. Handbag shop
You will need: two coloured paper plates 
per person; cardboard; glue sticks or 
PVA glue; stickers; scissors; felt-tip pens

Take one paper plate and fold it in half. Then fold two pieces 
of cardboard to create concertinas. These will allow your bag 
to open and shut. Glue them to the front and back on the 
inside of the bag. Trim the cardboard to follow the curve of 
the top of the bag. You may need to hold this in place while 
the glue dries. Decorate the bag. 

Cut out the rim of the second paper plate to create a handle, 
and trim to shape and the length that you require. Slot the 
handle into the bag and glue inside. Your bag is complete.

Talk about how Ruth needed to go out and pick up barley left 
behind by field workers, so that she and Naomi could have 
enough to eat. How do you think she collected it to take it 
home? What would she have used to store the barley?

5. Deli counter
You will need: balsamic vinegar and olive oil 
in a shallow dish; olives; cheese; crusty bread 
(include a gluten-free option); small plates; 
napkins

Pop into the deli for a yummy snack. Dip a small piece of 
bread into the olive oil and balsamic vinegar, and enjoy with 
an olive and some cheese. Share this among your group.

Talk about how Ruth and Naomi picked up grain off the 
ground (gleaning). They would have turned the grain into 
flour to make bread. This would have been a simple meal, 
as they were quite poor. Who might need your help today?

Session material: March 2021
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6. Messy cafe
You will need: tables; tablecloths; 
chairs; volunteers to be waiters (perhaps 
teenage leaders); cups and saucers; tea 

and coffee; milk and sugar; cupcakes

Drop into the cafe for a cup of tea or coffee. Look after each 
other by making a cup of tea or coffee and share as a group.

Talk about what makes you care for each other. Enjoy spend-
ing time as a family and saying thank you to each other.

7. Prayer station
You will need: heart-shaped card; pens

Write a prayer thanking God for our mums or 
someone who has contributed significantly to our lives. Take 
it home with you, to remind you to pray for that person.

Talk about how important it is to pray for the people who are 
special to us. God is always listening to us and wants us to talk 
to him about who (or what) is on our hearts.

5
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Celebration
In advance, ask one or more of your team members to re-enact 
the story below as you read it slowly. Have background music 
playing softly.

Jesus came in a humble way, in a manger he was born. John 
3:16 tells us, ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.’

Through his years on earth, he healed the sick, comforted the 
suffering, told of his loving Father in heaven – he even raised 
the dead – but still a trial was awaiting, as foretold.

An old rugged cross he carried. Laughter, ridicule and whip-
ping escorted him up the road to Calvary. But he never stopped 
loving you.

He was humiliated and put to death on Good Friday. Nails, 
thorns and dried-up wine vinegar decorated him. But he never 
stopped loving you.

He cried, ‘Abba, Father, into your hands I commit my Spirit,’ as 
he drew his last earthly breath. This is forgiveness in its most 
beautiful nature.

Yes, the stone’s been rolled away. It’s been three days. But 
the tomb is empty. He is risen and will never stop loving you.

Photocopying not permitted except under the CLA Church Licence. 
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The stone’s been rolled away by Carolyne Rasmussen

7

I wonder how Mary felt as she gazed at the empty tomb. Was 
she frightened? Was she sad? Imagine the joy when she and 
the disciples, and all the others, realised that Jesus is alive. 
Some must have been excited. Some doubted. Maybe some 
did the ‘I told you so!’ dance. I don’t know – all I know is, Jesus 
loves you.

You’ve been set free. Take a moment to let this news sink in…

Now go and share this great news. Who will you share it with?

Prayer
Dear loving Jesus, thank you so much for dying on the cross 
for us. Your resurrection gave us new hope and new life. Help 
us to share the story of Easter with our friends, family and all 
those who don’t know you yet. Help us to share your love, and 
give us new eyes to see the world around us so we can help 
those in need. May this Easter be a life-changing one. In your 
name, we pray. Amen

Song suggestions
‘Oh happy day’ – Edwin Hawkins Singers
‘When people are cruel’ – Stephen Fischbacher
‘One, two, three’ – Yancy

Meal suggestion
It’s an Easter celebration – glazed ham with roasted potatoes 
and pudding.
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