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Sally Welch writes…
As I write this, the smell of apples simmering with cloves and nutmeg drifts 
into my study; it is harvest time and the gardens, hedgerows and fields of 
the countryside are full, almost to overflowing, with produce. Our small 
town is making the best of this season and has established a fruit and 
vegetable exchange – people with over-productive fruit trees and vegetable 
patches can offload their surplus so that others who lack the space, time or 
expertise can enjoy garden-fresh food for free. In return, they offer flowers, 
eggs or simply their gratitude as they take home bags of plums or handfuls 
of tomatoes. Everyone benefits.

These biblical principles of hospitality and generosity are beautifully 
illustrated by Lakshmi Jeffreys as she explores eating together – one of the 
holy habits we are encouraged to develop as part of our Christian spirit-
uality. She reminds us of the precious nature of the gift of food – one of 
many of God’s gifts to us through his creation. Creation is also the theme 
of Michael Mitton’s reflections, as he shares the importance of landscape 
in Celtic Christian spirituality, highlighting that ‘death is never the end of 
the story’ (p. 18). This message is sorely needed by Job, whose story of trial 
and suffering is redeemed through his own growth in understanding and 
God’s grace. Tony Horsfall treads a sympathetic and sensitive path through 
the chapters of Job, reassuring us of God’s good purposes even when we 
cannot understand them. 

When the apples are cooked, I will add blackberries and freeze the result. 
In the cold darkness of winter, their taste will remind me of golden autumn 
harvests as well as the spring sowing and summer cultivation, which have 
gone before them. So too will Isaiah’s words, as he reminds us of the care 
God has shown his people in the past, comforting us as we face the troubles 
and challenges that are a part of human living. As the prophet looked for-
ward to the Messiah, so we rejoice in the fulfilment of that prophecy in the 
birth of Christ, so lovingly shown to us in the gospels, as Amy Boucher Pye 
and Sheila Walker demonstrate in their reflections, which take us through 
Advent into the joy and hope of Christmas. 

My prayers for you are for a joyful harvest of reflection, understanding 
and love as you journey through these notes this season.
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Introduction

Job
The book of Job grapples with one of the most fundamental 
questions of human existence – why do innocent people 
suffer? We can understand that those who do wrong will 
suffer, for there is a kind of natural justice in that. The prob-
lem comes when those who have done nothing wrong find 

themselves afflicted. That seems quite unfair.
In early 2020 these issues became real for me. After four years of gruelling 

treatment for breast cancer, my wife was diagnosed as terminally ill with 
no more treatment options available. The cancer had spread to her spine, 
and quickly her condition deteriorated. We tried to look after Evelyn at 
home, but her needs were too great. Eventually she went into a local care 
home. This was the time of lockdown, because of coronavirus. I decided 
to go with her as a temporary resident because otherwise I would not be 
able to see her.

We had six good weeks together, but she was becoming weaker. Then 
we both contracted the virus, and while surprisingly Evelyn soon got over 
it, I was admitted to hospital and intensive care. After I recovered, I could 
no longer join her in the care home, so we were separated until a few days 
before she died when we could visit her.

Studying the book of Job has been therapeutic. Not that I have been 
railing against God as Job did, but because it has helped me to appreciate 
again the mystery that surrounds human suffering. There are no simple for-
mulas to explain why we suffer. At the end of the day, it is a matter of trust.

This is a long book, and the arguments are often complicated and 
involved, but in between the rhetoric are nuggets of spiritual gold, profound 
insights into the nature of the human condition and the ways of God. It is 
not an easy book to read, but it has an abiding relevance, especially when 
we find ourselves suffering unjustly or unnecessarily and we wonder why.

Job is remembered for his example of patience and perseverance (James 
5:10–11). These are qualities we each need to develop as we seek to be 
disciples in a world where suffering abounds and will inevitably one day 
come knocking on our door.

TONY HORSFALL



80   The Third Sunday before Advent

Sunday 7 November Job 1:1–3 (NIV)

Living the good life
In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was 
blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. He had seven 
sons and three daughters, and he owned seven thousand sheep, three 
thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, 
and had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man among all 
the people of the East.

We are introduced to Job and can immediately see that he is a good man. 
His deep faith was expressed in the way he lived. He feared God, which 
means he had a deep reverence for God and took his faith seriously. He 
sought to live his life according to the instructions of God and to do what 
was right. This he did meticulously.

Job was also a family man, having been blessed with a wife and children. 
They were mostly grown up at this point, and they enjoy a good party (1:4, 
13). Sometimes they would celebrate to excess, and to make sure that 
they were still right with God, Job would offer sacrifices on their behalf, 
such was his scrupulosity. What parent hasn’t had similar worries about 
their children?

Job was also a great man, successful in everything he did, and well-
known and respected in his community. His wealth is shown in the size of 
his flocks. No doubt he also owned houses and lands.

Here is a picture of a man contentedly living the good life. He has obeyed 
God, and God has blessed him abundantly. He is living the dream, and apart 
from the occasional anxious thought about his children, his world is at 
peace. At this moment he has no inkling how his world will soon be turned 
upside down. He has found the formula for successful and happy living, 
and he thinks that nothing can disturb his contentment.

Like Job, most of us are taken aback when suffering breaks into our lives. 
One moment we are happy and content, the next our lives are in pieces. This 
is why our faith must be well-grounded, and we must have a truly biblical 
understanding of suffering.

Lord, plant my feet on solid ground so that when the storms blow,  
I am not blown over.

TONY HORSFALL
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Monday 8 November Job 1:8–12 (NIV)

A peep behind the scenes
Then the Lord said to Satan, ‘Have you considered my servant Job? There 
is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears 
God and shuns evil.’ ‘Does Job fear God for nothing?’ Satan replied. ‘Have 
you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he 
has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds 
are spread throughout the land. But now stretch out your hand and strike 
everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.’ 

We may be surprised to see God and Satan in conversation, but it is not so 
much a friendly chat as a throwing down of the gauntlet to the enemy of 
souls. Satan has been roaming the earth, up to his usual mischief of enticing 
people to sin (v. 7). God, as a kind of challenge, draws Satan’s attention to 
Job, a man in whom the Lord has great delight because of his strong faith 
and upright life.

Satan does not believe that human beings can love God for God’s own 
sake. Rather, he suggests, people like Job believe only for what they can 
get from God. It is blessing they want, not him. Material prosperity is what 
they are really after, Satan says, and if that is removed, they will soon stop 
believing in God. The challenge is accepted and given certain limitations; 
Satan is allowed to remove the hedge of protection from around Job and 
his family.

This, then, is the background to the sufferings of Job, of which both he 
and his friends are totally unaware. Unwittingly, Job finds himself caught 
up in the cosmic strife between heaven and hell, and his life is the battle-
ground. Through his circumstances, it will be seen if a human being can 
truly love God for God’s own sake. Much is at stake.

What about us? Why do we believe in God? What is our real motivation? 
The tests of life reveal what is really in our hearts, and whether we love God 
for who he is or for what he gives. Suffering shows what we are made of 
and what we really believe.

Lord, help me to love you sincerely, and not for any hoped-for benefits.

TONY HORSFALL
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Tuesday 9 November Job 1:18–22 (NIV)

The ultimate in loss
While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, 
‘Your sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the eldest 
b rother’s house, when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the desert 
and struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on them and they 
are dead, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!’ At this, Job 
got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground 
in worship and said: ‘Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked 
I will depart. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name 
of the Lord be praised.’ In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with 
wrongdoing. 

It is one thing to lose your possessions, but another to lose your children. 
Things can be replaced, but people can’t. No parent expects to see their 
children die before them. We can only imagine the horror that Job and his 
wife must have felt as they received the tragic news that their children had 
been wiped out in a freak accident. How would you or I cope in the face of 
such dreadful loss? How would we respond? What impact would it have 
on our faith?

A natural response is to blame God for such an occurrence: ‘If God loves 
me why did he allow this to happen?’ This is a common complaint. In grief, 
we look for someone to blame, and the Almighty is an obvious target. Faith 
that is not well grounded can easily cave in when faced with tragedy.

Job, however, is made of sterner stuff. Yes, he grieves, but he also 
chooses to worship. Rather than turning away from God in his moment of 
need, he turns towards God. The sacrifice of praise forms on his lips, and 
he offers himself and his suffering to the God he serves. Satan is proved 
wrong. Here is a man who does fear God even when the chips are down. 
God’s delight in his servant is vindicated. It is possible for a person to love 
God without ulterior motive.

Lord, may we find grace to trust you in our suffering and to worship you 
despite painful circumstances.

TONY HORSFALL
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Wednesday 10 November Job 2:7–10 (NIV)

Faith among the ashes
So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord and afflicted Job with 
painful sores from the soles of his feet to the crown of his head. Then 
Job took a piece of broken pottery and scraped himself with it as he sat 
among the ashes. His wife said to him, ‘Are you still maintaining your 
integrity? Curse God and die!’ He replied, ‘You are talking like a foolish 
woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?’ In all this, Job 
did not sin in what he said. 

Having so far failed to undermine Job’s faith, Satan is granted permission 
to test him even further by afflicting him physically with painful sores. 
From what we read elsewhere in the book this was a disease that devel-
oped r apidly and spread throughout his body, rendering him helpless and 
in despair. Again, Satan’s reasoning is that human beings are basically 
self-centred and concerned only for themselves. If Job himself is touched 
personally by misfortune, he will surely capitulate.

Again, Satan has greatly underestimated Job’s strength of character and 
the reality of his faith. Despite his affliction he refuses to curse God or to sin 
by charging God with evil. He shows remarkable courage and resilience in 
the face of great provocation. Even his wife’s discouraging call to give it all 
up will not persuade him to yield.

Notice here the word ‘integrity’. This is very important in understanding 
Job. His integrity refers to his commitment to follow God no matter what 
happens. He is no fair-weather believer. It matters deeply to him that he 
maintains his faith and does not turn against God. He does not wish to sin, 
even when under such pressure. This is why he will so strongly resist the 
suggestion from his friends that his suffering is actually the result of his sin. 
His integrity is at stake.

Perhaps you worry about your own faith. Remember that God is faithful, 
and he will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you can bear (1 Cor-
inthians 10:13). Very few of us will be called to suffer like Job. What matters 
is that we are faithful to God in the midst of our own trials.

Lord, may I be found faithful, even in the day of trial.

TONY HORSFALL
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Thursday 11 November Job 2:11–13 (NIV)

What friends are for
When Job’s three friends, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and 
Zophar the Naamathite, heard about all the troubles that had come upon 
him, they set out from their homes and met together by agreement to 
go and sympathise with him and comfort him. When they saw him from 
a distance, they could hardly recognise him; they began to weep aloud, 
and they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on their heads. Then they 
sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights. No one said 
a word to him, because they saw how great his suffering was. 

Friends are a great resource in times of need. In his crisis, Job finds he is not 
alone. Three friends come to see him – Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar. They 
appear to be older men, respected in the community for their wisdom and 
spiritual authority. Although later Job will call them ‘worthless physicians’ 
(13:4) and ‘miserable comforters’ (16:2), they make a promising start.

They arrive with an agreed purpose, to sympathise with Job and to 
comfort him. These are noble aims and what bereaved people and those 
who are unwell need most of all. If they had stayed with this simple objec-
tive, they may not have fallen out with their friend!

They were also deeply touched by Job’s condition, and his plight causes 
them to weep and feel his grief. This kind of emotional connection is exem-
plary and illustrates the New Testament exhortation to weep with those 
who weep (Romans 12:15). We do not have to be stiff and formal when 
we seek to comfort others, we can feel what they feel and identify with 
their pain.

Perhaps the greatest gift they brought to Job, however, was the gift of 
their silence. They simply sat with him for seven days and nights without 
speaking. Sometimes words are unnecessary. Indeed, often they can be a 
hindrance. They avoided the trap of speaking for the sake of saying some-
thing and of offering advice or pious platitudes. 

What would you want from your friends if you were in need? What do 
you learn today about how to approach others in their pain?

Lord, thank you for my friends. May I be a wise and sensitive helper 
of others.

TONY HORSFALL
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Friday 12 November Job 4:2, 5, 7–9 (NIV)

Sowing and reaping
‘If someone ventures a word with you, will you be impatient? But who 
can keep from speaking?… But now trouble comes to you, and you are 
discouraged; it strikes you, and you are dismayed… Consider now: who, 
being innocent, has ever perished? Where were the upright destroyed? 
As I have observed, those who plough evil and those who sow trouble 
reap it. At the breath of God they perish; at the blast of his anger they 
are no more.’

Eliphaz appears the most senior of the friends and is the first to respond 
after Job breaks the silence (Job 3). His understanding of Job’s suffering 
is that he has brought it upon himself. His theology of suffering is that we 
reap what we sow. If we sin, we will suffer. If we disobey God, there will be 
consequences. Suffering is therefore God’s way of disciplining us: ‘Blessed 
is the one whom God corrects; so do not despise the discipline of the 
Almighty’ (5:17).

This understanding is common throughout the Bible, and there is truth 
in it. Under the Mosaic covenant obedience brings blessing and disobedi-
ence a curse (Deuteronomy 28). Whenever Israel obeyed the Lord, they 
were blessed; whenever they rebelled, they suffered painfully. This is the 
principle that Eliphaz seeks to apply to Job’s situation without knowing 
the full story. Job is suffering; he must have sinned.

When things go wrong in our lives, it is worth asking, ‘Have I brought 
this trouble upon myself? Is God disciplining me, waking me up to my fool-
ish behaviour so I can turn away from it?’ If this is the case, we will know 
already what we have done wrong. If we are wise, we will turn away from 
any wrong behaviour.

But this is not the reason for Job’s suffering. To apply this principle to 
his situation is damaging and hurtful. He has done nothing to warrant such 
enormous pain. How important it is to be sensitive to people and not jump 
to conclusions. Suffering is seldom a direct consequence of sin. There is 
a mystery behind suffering, and we should be careful not to rigidly apply 
principles that may be true in some circumstances but not all.

Lord, help me not to be rigid in my assessment of others.

TONY HORSFALL
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Saturday 13 November Job 6:24–26, 28–30 (NIV)

My integrity is at stake
‘Teach me, and I will be quiet; show me where I have been wrong. How 
painful are honest words! But what do your arguments prove? Do you 
mean to correct what I say, and treat my desperate words as wind?… But 
now be so kind as to look at me. Would I lie to your face? Relent, do not 
be unjust; reconsider, for my integrity is at stake. Is there any wickedness 
on my lips? Can my mouth not discern malice?’

The discussion between Job and his friends quickly escalates into a fiery 
debate. Although they have come to help him, Job does not welcome the 
suggestion that his suffering is the result of sin. He is adamant he has done 
nothing wrong and does not deserve to be suffering at all.

Honesty is important in friendship, and a wise person must be willing to 
be corrected by those who have their best interests at heart. Job invites his 
friends to take a good look at him, not only to see the state he is in but also 
to recognise he is speaking the truth. His face tells its own story.

Job’s integrity is based around the fact that he has not knowingly sinned 
against God. He is not claiming sinless perfection, only that, as far as he 
knows, he has not broken any commandments or neglected any ritual 
requirements. In that sense he is blameless and righteous. His friends 
should know this since they have seen his lifestyle and character. He has 
done nothing to warrant the degree of suffering that has come upon him. 
The principle that the righteous prosper and the wicked suffer cannot 
therefore be valid in his case.

Job will continue to protest his innocence. He will complain that God is 
unfair and demand a hearing with him where he can put his case (7:11–16, 
10:1–2). The friends for their part will remain adamant that he has sinned, 
sticking fast to their doctrine even though the facts contradict it.

As friends we have the right to speak openly with each other, but we 
must always beware of going too far or of insensitively misapplying the 
truth we promote.

Lord, help me to speak the truth, but always in love.

TONY HORSFALL
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Sunday 14 November Job 8:1–6 (NIV)

Why not simply repent?
Then Bildad the Shuhite replied: ‘How long will you say such things? Your 
words are a blustering wind. Does God pervert justice? Does the Almighty 
pervert what is right? When your children sinned against him, he gave 
them over to the penalty of their sin. But if you will seek God earnestly 
and plead with the Almighty, if you are pure and upright, even now he will 
rouse himself on your behalf and restore you to your prosperous state.’

Joan declared, ‘I always say what I think’. Her friend replied, ‘Yes, but do 
you always think what you say?’ Bildad is the kind of person who thinks 
aloud and doesn’t consider the implications of his words. How wounding 
it must have been for Job to hear in such a blunt way that his children had 
perished because of their sin. No wonder he was mad with his friends. They 
add to his misery by their callous disregard for his feelings.

Bildad wants to defend the reputation of God. Job accuses God of being 
unjust, but that cannot be right. God is a God of justice, and he can never 
be unfair. The fault must lie with Job, Bildad reasons, even if he is unaware 
of his sin. If only Job would repent and earnestly seek forgiveness, he 
would discover that God is also merciful and will pardon him and restore 
his fortunes.

Here is the deadlock between Job and his friends, and the arguments 
go back and forth throughout the middle section of the book. It is a classic 
case of two parties not really listening to what the other is saying. They have 
taken up entrenched positions, which they fiercely defend. Neither has the 
full understanding of what is happening or why Job is suffering, so how can 
they find the truth? They are all speaking out of ignorance.

This is a trap that religious people easily fall into. Because we hold truth 
very dearly (at least our perceptions of truth), we feel we must defend it with 
our lives. Conflict ensues because we do not have the humility to listen to 
others or to be open to other possible opinions.

Lord, help me know when to close my mouth and when to open my heart.

TONY HORSFALL
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New Daylight provides four months of daily Bible readings 
and comment, with a regular team of contributors drawn from 
a range of church backgrounds. It is ideal for anybody wanting an 
accessible yet stimulating aid to spending time with God each day, 
deepening their faith and their knowledge of scripture.
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