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Welcome
I had no idea when I sent out the commissions for this issue how the world 
would change dramatically in the weeks and months ahead. These notes 
were written during last year’s lockdown at the height of the coronavirus, 
and many of our writers reference those events in their studies. 

I had already been home-based for some weeks prior to those events, 
after being made redundant from my role as editor of Woman Alive, the 
magazine for today’s Christian woman. As I wondered and began to pray 
about what next, the opportunity to become the new editor of Day by Day 
with God came as a huge blessing. And the blessings have continued.

First, it has really inspired me in my own Bible study, which I must admit 
had become rather hit and miss. I have been spending longer, digging 
deeper and rediscovering the joy of meeting God in his word. 

Second, I have been able to reconnect with some of the writers I worked 
with previously and correspond with other regular contributors to the 
notes and the team at BRF. Suddenly my inbox was busy again, and every-
one told me how much they enjoy writing for Day by Day with God and what 
it means to them. I’m conscious of being part of a great team. 

And third, working on this issue and planning for future issues meant 
the lockdown days flew by, and it was wonderful to have something so 
positive and uplifting to focus on. These notes encouraged and challenged 
me as I read through them, and I am sure they will speak again as I read 
them with you in the days ahead.

I don’t know what situations we might face this summer, but I’m pray-
ing these notes will be as much of a blessing to you as they have already 
been to me. 

Jackie Harris, Editor
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Ordinary imagery,  
extraordinary God
Claire Musters writes:
Throughout the Bible, God used the most ordinary people and their every-
day tools and gifts to do extraordinary exploits for him (such as David with 
his sling and stone). Jesus also used ordinary, everyday items to perform 
his miracles (think of how he turned water into wine and used mud from 
the ground to heal a blind man). 

I would like to encourage you to start looking out for the holy within 
the ordinary. The Bible has many examples of that too – for instance, in 
Exodus 3:1–3 we read that Moses met with God… through a burning bush. 
But that bush was just a normal bush, one Moses would have passed by 
over and over again. It was simply transformed when God’s presence came 
on it (as we can be too).

We are going to concentrate on the images used to describe God and 
what they teach us about him – and us. We can learn a lot about God’s char-
acter from unpacking scriptural descriptions, such as a potter, a mother 
hen or a rock. We can also understand more about our relationship with 
him, for example, where Zephaniah describes God singing over his people.

Jesus often used ordinary imagery to describe himself so that his listen-
ers could connect with and understand what he was saying to them. For 
example, when he called the first disciples, who were fishermen, he told 
them to leave their nets as he would make them ‘fishers of men’. Through 
everyday language, he expressed precisely what they would spend their 
lives doing through evangelism, discipleship and, ultimately, martyrdom. 
He also used very visual language, which helps us to grasp complex 
subjects (such as him being the vine and his Father the gardener).

God’s love, delight and care for us are shown through scripture in many 
everyday ways: when Elijah was exhausted and fearful after the showdown 
with King Ahaz and the prophets of Baal, God used ravens to bring him 
food. And then he came to him – not with a fanfare, but in the silence 
(1 Kings 19:11–13). May we, too, find time to come before God in silence, 
with open hearts to hear from him. I pray that these notes may help you to 
think about, and connect with, God in new ways.
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Thank God for continuing to take the time to mould you, even when the 
process has been painful. Ask him to make you aware of his potter’s hands 
in your life today.

CLAIRE MUSTERS

SUNDAY 6 JUNE  ISAIAH 64

The master potter

Yet you, Lord, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we 
are all the work of your hand. (NIV)

The book of Isaiah is a message of judgement for both Israel and Judah, the 
two kingdoms which formed the nation of Israel. They had been unfaithful 
to God and the prophet Isaiah received visions that showed both judge-
ment and salvation.

The chapter we are focusing on describes how fearsome God’s presence 
can be – ‘You came down, and the mountains trembled before you’ (v. 3) – 
and yet Isaiah recognised that this awesome God still cares for us (vv. 4–5). 
He pleaded with God not to remain angry with his people, who continued 
to sin, but also included this highly evocative picture of God being the 
potter and his people the clay.

Interestingly, this comes straight after his acknowledgement that God 
is our Father. Don’t most parents, out of love, try to mould and shape 
their children so that they grow up to be responsible adults? This imagery 
speaks to me of God being fully in control and us being moulded by his 
hands – even when we are being disobedient. And yet it also reveals the 
depths of his love: think how messy the process of being at a potter’s 
wheel is – God is happy to get his hands dirty in order to make us more 
like his Son.

Isaiah’s prophecy reveals that God is both fearfully awesome, control-
ling all of destiny, and kind. Just as a potter works hard to create an item of 
beauty, God is at work in our lives, moulding and shaping us each day. Clay 
can crack easily, and yet a master craftsman works patiently and methodi-
cally until the finished article is revealed.
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Lord, I thank you that you place such attention to the details that are unique 
to each of us; your love and care is incredible. Amen

CLAIRE MUSTERS

MONDAY 7 JUNE PSALM 139:13–16

A God who weaves

My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret 
place, when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. (NIV)

As we will see with today and tomorrow’s reflections, God is sometimes 
described using imagery traditionally associated with women. I find this 
hugely uplifting, as it reminds me that I, too, as a woman, am made in the 
image of God. 

I love Psalm 139. It is one of the passages I come back to time and time 
again, particularly when I’m doubting my identity. The knowledge that God 
knew me before I was born, knows all the days I will spend on earth but, 
more than that, actually weaved my body together is so incredible, but 
also comforting.

The verse often cited is, ‘You created my inmost being; you knit me 
together in my mother’s womb’ (v. 13). In other versions, the word knit is 
replaced with ‘wove’, and, indeed, the original word used means ‘to weave 
together’. This is reflective of the way women in biblical times used a loom 
to clothe their family. 

In her book Image of the Invisible (BRF, 2019), Amy Scott Robinson 
paints a beautiful and vivid picture of what that would have been like. 
A typical home would have been very modest, but somewhere there would 
have been a home-made loom. Throughout her day, the woman of the 
household would pause from the sweeping, cooking, cleaning and washing 
she was doing to send the loom’s shuttle back and forth. A garment would 
grow over hours, days – until she was ready to start a new one.

This was an everyday part of life; something the rest of the household 
barely noticed. And yet it took skill and planning, as the weaver decided 
on the pattern and length of the item. In the same way, God works away 
in the secret place, weaving together new life in an expectant mother’s 
womb. How mind-blowing.
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TUESDAY 8 JUNE PSALM 17:8–9; 57:1; 91:1–4 

Like a mother bird

He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find 
refuge. (NIV)

There are many instances of God being described as a bird, with us finding 
protection and comfort from hiding under his wings. The psalmists use this 
imagery when they are facing battles, when their enemies are closing in 
and they feel the need to cry out to God to hide and protect them. 

This idea of God covering us with his wings is, again, quite a feminine 
image, which Jesus himself acknowledges in Matthew 23:37: ‘Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem… how often I have longed to gather your children together, as 
a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing.’ This 
verse expresses the deep desire he has to look after us. But how often do 
we pull away, as my teenager does when I try to embrace her? We might 
feel we are too independent to need that kind of care, as she does, or we 
might long to stay hidden under God’s wings. 

Deuteronomy 32:10–11 continues the metaphor, but also reveals that 
God will nudge us forward when it is time for us to take flight, ‘like an eagle 
that stirs up its nest and hovers over its young’. That ‘stirring’ often involves 
making the eaglet uncomfortable, by bringing food less often and remov-
ing the lining material from the nest. All this disruption makes the young 
desperate and pushes it to try out its wings – and then, it discovers that it 
can fly. Sometimes the way God works in our lives can seem bewildering, 
as he encourages us to stretch the wings of our faith. However, as verse 11 
goes on to show, God doesn’t just leave us to fall. Like the parent eagle, 
God remains with us (even if we aren’t aware of him) and when we need 
him to, he will catch us.

Thank you, Lord, that you know better than I know myself when it is time to 
flex my faith muscles afresh. Help me to trust that you will not leave me to 
fall – but will help me to fly. Amen

CLAIRE MUSTERS
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Take some time today to simply stop and visualise God singing songs of love 
over you. You might want to ask him to share with you the words that he 
is singing.

CLAIRE MUSTERS

WEDNESDAY 9 JUNE ZEPHANIAH 3:17

Singing over us

He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke 
you, but will rejoice over you with singing. (NIV)

The context of this verse is within a prophecy, similar to the one that Isaiah 
shared, but this time Zephaniah is speaking to Judah (about 40 to 60 years 
after Isaiah). The people were still rebelling, still worshipping foreign gods. 
But, yet again, after a horrific description of judgement, we see the hope of 
restoration bursting forth. And it is at this point that we hear that God takes 
delight in his people and, rather than rebuking, loves to sing over them. 

Singing is such a wonderful, stress-relieving pastime. There is a lot 
of singing in our household: my husband used to be a record producer, 
so music has always surrounded us, and I head up our worship team at 
church. Both our children are musical too, and so, although they are a lot 
more private now they are pre-teen and teen, can be heard singing around 
the house. I love it when my daughter joins in with worship practices and 
sings alongside me in church services. I also find that it’s when I’m singing 
in the shower that inspiration for writing or speaking comes, too. 

Singing is something I hold very dear. And so, to know that God sings 
too is both wonderful – and ordinary. It is something we can all do and 
glean pleasure from whenever we want to. But how awesome to know that 
God likes to sing too – and that singing over us is something that gives him 
pleasure. 

I like to imagine him drawing close to me and singing love songs that 
reach down into my heart, giving me a sense of acceptance and affirm-
ation. Rather than the love songs so many (talented) songwriters produce 
each week, how wonderful to imagine God partaking in songwriting that 
is about us personally.
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God, I thank you that I can build my life upon you, knowing that you are my 
rock. You provide a sure footing for me, as well as strength and power for the 
day ahead. Amen

CLAIRE MUSTERS

THURSDAY 10 JUNE PSALM 18:1–2, 31–33; 95:1; 144:1–2

God our rock

The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, 
in whom I take refuge. (NIV)

God is described as our rock in various places in the Bible, most often in 
the psalms. There are verses that declare he is our rock, a firm place for 
us to put our feet. 

I love Psalm 18:33 – ‘He makes my feet like the feet of a deer; he causes 
me to stand on the heights’ – as it reminds me of my son. When we visit my 
dad, he loves the chance to go down to the beach and clamber on the big 
rocks. While I can find them slippery, he darts about just like I imagine a 
deer would, totally confident that he will remain sure-footed. This is what 
God does for us when we place our trust in him. When we build our lives on 
him, we can be assured that he will be a trustworthy foundation. As Jesus 
explains in the parable of the wise and foolish builders (Matthew 7:24–27), 
hearing from God and obeying his direction for our lives is like building on 
a foundation of rock, rather than sand. 

Other writers in the New Testament reveal that Jesus is the rock. In 
1 Peter 2 we are told he is the living cornerstone (on which those of us who 
believe are being built), and in 1 Corinthians 10:4 Paul tells us that Jesus is 
the rock that Moses struck with his staff in Exodus 17:5–6, providing much-
needed nourishment to the Israelites in the desert. 

Interestingly, some of the imagery in the psalms refers to the rock as a 
military metaphor. For example, in Psalm 144 when God is called ‘my Rock’, 
David goes on to say that he ‘trains my hands for war’. The metaphor of God 
as rock shows his strength, but also how he provides strength for us too.



51

Lord, thank you for your willingness to be made so lowly. Whenever I compare 
myself to others and feel I fall short, or feel overlooked, help me to remember 
I have been chosen by you. Amen

CLAIRE MUSTERS

FRIDAY 11 JUNE JOHN 1:43–51; MATTHEW 2:23

Jesus the Nazarene

‘Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?’ Nathanael asked. 
(NIV)

As we turn now to the New Testament, let’s remind ourselves of how lowly 
a background Jesus had. Not only was he born in a stable, but he also grew 
up the son of a carpenter in the town of Nazareth. As we see in today’s 
passages, Nazareth was looked down upon by the Jews. It was a small 
town, but it housed the Roman garrison in charge of the area around Gali-
lee. Perhaps because of this outside influence, Nazareth was viewed as 
having a somewhat independent spirit and a reputation for poor  morals 
and religion. It was into this lowly town that God’s Son was placed. How-
ever unlikely, this ordinary, looked-down-upon town housed an extra-
ordinary man. 

The passage in Matthew indicates that this fulfilled what had been 
foretold by the prophets, which speaks to me of God’s heart for using the 
unexpected and unlikely. The heart of Jesus revealed a willingness not only 
to lay aside his privileged, divine position to come to earth as a human, 
but also to be located in a place that he knew would cause people not 
to believe who he was. Indeed, later on he again experienced scorn from 
his hometown, as they wouldn’t accept the miracles he was doing. Jesus 
explained: ‘A prophet is not without honour except in his own town and in 
his own home’ (Matthew 13:57).

When I read about Jesus’ ordinary, humble beginnings, I am filled 
with hope. When I feel weak, when I feel looked past and so feel useless, 
I remember that he also chose me. I may well not be as strong and influen-
tial as others, but we read in 1 Corinthians 1:27: ‘God chose the weak things 
of the world to shame the strong.’
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Take some time to sit before God, imagining your own branch within the vine. 
Are there parts of it that have got tangled, or have begun to wither rather 
than produce fruit? Yield yourself to the gardener afresh today.

CLAIRE MUSTERS

SATURDAY 12 JUNE JOHN 15:1–17

The vine and gardener

‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, 
you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.’ (NIV)

This passage has been one of my favourites since childhood. I love the rich, 
clear imagery of Jesus being the true vine and us being the branches. As 
those of you who are gardeners will know (and please excuse the rough-
and-ready description – I am not a gardener!), plants need pruning in order 
to produce flowers or fruit in the next season.

Vines being grown outdoors in the UK are mainly pruned in early winter, 
but the training and pinching of new shoots, and the thinning out of fruits, 
happens in spring and summer. The main pruning can look quite vicious – 
such as cutting main stems right back to simply leave two strong buds.

Knowing God is the gardener means we can trust his hand even when 
it feels like our lives are being heavily pruned. I know this from experience. 
There was a time when my life fell apart around me, and everything was 
taken away before being built back up. (This was due to my own sin, so 
God was shielding me from the bad fruit that would have been produced. 
I explore this in Taking Off the Mask, published by Authentic.)

There was another, more recent, time in which I was continuing to do 
what I thought was much good ministry. But God had been asking me to 
slow down and I hadn’t been listening. When we are doing things out of our 
own strength, the fruit is not as good as it could be. He forced me to stop 
through (fairly minor) ill health, until I allowed him to direct what needed 
pruning and what should be allowed to flourish.
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