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Jill Rattle writes…
Welcome to this issue of Day by Day with God! The observant reader will 
have noticed that Ali Herbert’s name is no longer linked with mine as co-
editor. After three years of study and training, Ali has been ordained into 
the Church of England and is working as a curate at St Luke’s Gas Street, 
Birmingham, and also as part of the diocesan church-planting team. She 
needs to release the co-editorship which she has held for a number of 
years. Do pray with me that the Lord will bless her new ministry with his 
grace and power.

When I held Ali in my arms as a newborn all those years ago, I was 
overwhelmed with gratitude to God and began a life’s journey of prayer 
and love for her. To see what God has done in her life is one of my 
greatest joys.

We both have the privilege of being part of a ‘dynasty’ of Christian 
believers. I don’t know, of course, but I like to think that many years ago 
a woman of God began praying into her family and its future generations. 
Do we underestimate the impact of prayer on years to come? Who are the 
children in your family or your church’s family that you could undertake 
to pray for – and also for their children? Maybe one glorious day we’ll 
know the impact of our prayers. And how thrilled we will be!

Each reading we have for you in this issue ends with a call to prayer. To 
pray out of the scriptures is one of the most spiritually powerful things we 
can do. I urge you to give time to that last little paragraph on each page.

This issue, we’re pleased to welcome a new contributor – Annie Will-
mot, who for a week looks at some of the things Jesus lovingly tells us to 
do and also not to do. Jesus says if we do what he says, we are like a wise 
person who builds their house on a rock. In the final set of notes, Caro-
line Fletcher shows us how the book of Proverbs defines the difference 
between wisdom and foolishness.

I love how, without my planning, notes from different contributors 
often complement each other. Hannah Fytche concludes her notes about 
servanthood by talking about the fruit of the Spirit, beautifully leading 
into Chris Leonard’s unusual set on fruit and fruitfulness.

Enjoy them all!
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Hospitality
Nell Goddard writes:

What comes to mind when you consider the word ‘hospitality’? For me, it 
reminds me of Christmas at my parents’ house. Operating an open-home 
policy all year round, we peak at lunchtime on 25 December when any-
one in the church who would otherwise be alone is invited for lunch. With 
anywhere between 11 and 30 guests, it is messy and loud and tiring and 
glorious, all at the same time.

Perhaps you have been on the receiving end of some remarkable hos-
pitality. Perhaps you have the gift of hospitality yourself. Or perhaps you 
feel incredibly ill-equipped to be hospitable, and you don’t really know 
where to start.

Over the next nine days, we’ll be journeying through some passages 
in the Bible which talk about hospitality. Although we will consider only 
nine passages, hospitality plays a big part in biblical ethics – Israelites 
and early Christians were instructed to practise this virtue, and it was the 
mark of leaders from Abraham all the way through to the early church. 
Hospitality is also something which God clearly shows us – his covenant 
people – throughout the Bible.

Biblical hospitality isn’t just about opening up your home and your 
life to those nearby who are in need (although that’s certainly a part of 
it); it extends far beyond that. As we journey through scripture, we will 
discover that hospitality takes many forms – it can be financial; it can be 
offered to complete strangers or dear friends; it can be done in commu-
nity or through individual acts of faith. We will begin and end, however, 
by looking at God’s hospitality to us, both here on earth and in heaven.

A lot of hospitality in the Bible is centred around food – from Abra-
ham offering a meal to strangers (who turn out to be angels), all the way 
through to the wedding feast of the Lamb in Revelation. Perhaps, through 
these studies, you will be inspired to share a meal with someone new.

As we journey through the Bible, reflecting on the many forms of hos-
pitality it not only demonstrates but exhorts us to imitate, my prayer is 
that we would learn both how we can grow in this gift ourselves and how 
we can bask more fully in the beautiful, eternal, faithful hospitality of God 
to us, every single day.
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FRIDAY 1 MAY PSALM 23

God’s hospitality to us

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You 
anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely your goodness and 
love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house 
of the Lord forever. (NIV)

Have you ever thrown a banquet? I would guess you probably haven’t. 
Banquets aren’t really a thing we do anymore. The closest we get is, 
perhaps, a wedding breakfast to celebrate a new marriage. Wedding 
breakfasts will feature later in these studies, but for today we must focus 
on the slightly alien concept of a banquet and what it can teach us about 
God’s hospitality.

Laying a table for someone was – and still is today – the act of a 
gracious host. But there’s more than that hidden in this psalm’s imagery. 
In the psalmist’s world, to dine at someone’s table was to create a bond of 
mutual loyalty. And this is no ordinary banquet; this is a banquet thrown 
by the Lord, the God of Israel.

The feast is in the presence of ‘enemies’, suggesting a victory 
celebration, perhaps with the defeated rivals present as reluctant guests. 
There’s a sense of God’s protection and provision, past and present.

The imagery continues with the overflowing cup, symbolising the 
blessings God has showered upon the psalmist – so much so that he can 
declare that God’s ‘goodness and love’ will follow him all the days of his 
life, and that his eternal dwelling place is secure.

We are only scratching the surface here. But we must begin our 
exploration of hospitality by at least trying to grasp the height, breadth 
and depth of God’s hospitality to us, for it is only out of that knowledge, 
that reassurance, that we are truly free to act in hospitality to others.

We can stand firm in the knowledge that God’s goodness and loving 
kindness will pursue us, and that our place at his table in his house is 
secure for eternity. From those truths, we can give of what we have today.

Father, thank you for your gracious and eternal hospitality to us; for the 
goodness and loving kindness that pursues us all the days of our lives. May 
the knowledge of your faithfulness inspire me in my own hospitality.

NELL GODDARD
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Thank you, Father, for the example of the first Christians and their radical 
hospitality. Please teach me how to give generously from what you have 
given me, and to share whatever I can with my brothers and sisters in need.

NELL GODDARD

SATURDAY 2 MAY ACTS 2:43–47

Community hospitality

They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They 
broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. (NIV)

Which bit of this description of the lives of the early Christians do you 
find the most challenging? Is it the signs and wonders? How they shared 
everything? The selling of property? The giving of their possessions to 
those in need? Their regularly meeting together? Or perhaps that they 
met together in one another’s houses?

The kind of person you are, the kind of upbringing you had and, quite 
frankly, the kind of day you’re having can all influence which you find the 
most appealing and which you would really rather ignore.

Some of these, however, are difficult no matter how you feel, especially 
in today’s culture. Selling your property in order to give the money away? 
Although for many people today the very idea of owning our own home 
is laughable, perhaps even more laughable is the idea that once we’ve 
scraped together a deposit and bought a house, we would then sell it if 
we found a Christian brother or sister in need.

Although they ‘broke bread in their homes’, suggesting some continu-
ing ownership of property, it is likely that they sold much of their land. 
This was a significant sacrifice: land was not just an economic asset but a 
part of their heritage; it was part of what God had promised them.

But they saw that members of their family were in need, and so they 
made material and economic sacrifices. And they saw many come to know 
Christ. There is a strange freedom to be found when you stop clinging to 
material possessions and instead start sharing with those in need.

Hospitality – generosity – looks like laying down material and eco-
nomic prosperity for the sake of family who are in need, no matter how 
hard that may be.
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Father, teach me to love well.
NELL GODDARD

SUNDAY 3 MAY  ROMANS 12:9–18

Distinctive hospitality

Be devoted to one another in love. Honour one another above 
yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, 
serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful 
in prayer. Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practise 
hospitality. (NIV)

When you read the word ‘love’, what do you think of? Grand gestures, 
extravagant gifts, bold declarations? Racing through an airport, writing 
a message in the sky, crashing a wedding? Disney films and popular 
romcoms are pretty clear that those are signs of true love.

It’s easy to fall into the trap of thinking that ‘love’ is limited to such sim-
ple definitions and straightforward actions. And yet, the subheading for 
this passage is ‘love in action’ (NIV), and it is here that we find the begin-
nings of an answer. Spoiler alert: it doesn’t look much like a Disney film.

To love is to help others in their various needs. It is not about feelings, 
big red hearts or extravagant gestures; it is simply about helping, caring 
for others and forgiving quickly. It is to bless those who persecute you, to 
live in harmony with others, to ‘be willing to associate with people of low 
position’, perhaps even inviting them into your own home.

Paul is clear that this is how all Christians should act. This is the 
baseline of what we should be doing for one another. As far as is possible, 
we should ‘live at peace with everyone’, being ‘joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction, faithful in prayer’.

As I read this, I almost feel like the grand gestures and extravagant 
gifts of a Disney film would be easier. Racing through an airport is a 
one-time thing; honouring others above myself is a lesson it will take a 
lifetime to learn.

But that is the beauty of learning to love as Jesus taught – it is never 
just a one-time thing. It is a way of living, a way of being, which changes 
us as it changes the world around us.
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Father, please give me the strength to love my enemies. Give me the words 
to pray for those who have persecuted me and mine. Teach me your ways, O 
God, for I cannot do this without you.

NELL GODDARD

MONDAY 4 MAY MATTHEW 5:43–48

Across enemy lines

‘You have heard that it was said, “Love your neighbour and hate your 
enemy.” But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven.’ 
(NIV)

Would you invite your enemy round for dinner? Someone who had 
hurt you or a loved one? Someone who was a bully or a manipulator? 
Someone who had ruined your life, stolen from you or shamed you 
beyond what you could bear?

I’d guess not. I certainly wouldn’t – not out of choice, anyway. 
The same can be said of those to whom Jesus was originally giving 
these instructions – they knew the rule of loving neighbour and hating 
enemy. But Jesus surprises them, just as he surprises us: he tells us, 
in no uncertain terms, ‘Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you.’

This ‘love’ isn’t to do with a warm fuzzy feeling. It’s about what you do. 
‘Love’ isn’t just a good feeling; it’s a way of being, a way of acting, a way 
of doing things.

So when Jesus tells us to ‘love our enemies’, we are being instructed to 
do more than just not hate them. We are being asked to act towards them 
as we would to our own family.

This is, perhaps, where hospitality feels the hardest. This is not 
something that can be done in our own human strength – it is only 
through the work of the Spirit, in the power of God, that we can truly 
begin to act in this way.

And it is through such acts, such profoundly countercultural ways of 
doing life, that we begin to not only discover for ourselves but also show 
to others something of the living God, who loved us and lived this in its 
entirety – loving so much that he died for those who had rejected him, so 
that they could become children of his Father in heaven.
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Father, teach me to be generous, not only when I have plenty to spare, but 
also when I feel I have nothing to give.

NELL GODDARD

TUESDAY 5 MAY 1 KINGS 17:8–16

Costly hospitality

‘For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: “The jar of flour will 
not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the Lord 
sends rain on the land.”’ (NIV)

‘Joey doesn’t share food!’ It’s a classic line from the final season of the 
sitcom Friends, where Joey refuses to share his chips with his date. In a 
world of plenty, it’s a funny reference.

But in a world of scarcity, amidst drought and famine, it is less 
amusing, and perhaps more understandable. After all, how likely would 
you be to share your last bit of food, not with a date but with a stranger 
you met on the road? The widow in this story has planned to make a final 
meal for herself and her son, and then die from starvation.

She has almost nothing to give… and a stranger asks for everything: 
her final meal, her final chance to feed her son.

What would you do?
Even for the most generous of people, this is not an easy ask. And the 

‘Lord, the God of Israel’ that Elijah references? The one he promises will 
look after her? That isn’t even her god! Elijah is in the land where Baal was 
worshipped.

But despite this, the widow has faith. Her simple action of making a 
loaf first for Elijah suggests that, perhaps, she recognises him as a ‘man of 
God’. She offers him her spare room and feeds him.

From the sharing of her final meal, the last bits of her food, the widow 
learns of God’s miraculous provision to those who are faithful. This 
becomes even more apparent in the following verses, when Elijah raises 
her son from the dead.

To share when we have plenty is difficult; to share when we have 
almost nothing is nearly impossible. May we, too, have the quiet 
generosity and hope-filled faith of a widow with nothing more than a 
handful of flour and a little olive oil.
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Father, I know that you are good. Thank you that you are trustworthy. 
Thank you for your provision and your protection. Please show me how I 
can bless strangers with your love through my hospitality.

NELL GODDARD

WEDNESDAY 6 MAY HEBREWS 13:2

Stranger danger?

Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some 
people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. (NIV)

‘Stranger danger!’ Don’t talk to strangers, and definitely don’t get in their 
cars. These are rules which are embedded into our consciousness from an 
early age. But, at the same time, we have sayings such as, ‘Strangers are 
just friends you haven’t met yet.’ Seems like somewhat of a contradiction, 
doesn’t it?

How do we hold in tension these two pieces of secular wisdom? Well, 
the passage in Hebrews is pretty clear: ‘Show hospitality to strangers,’ 
it says. It is possible that the ‘some people’ who had ‘shown hospitality 
to angels without knowing it’ is a reference back to Genesis 18, where 
Abraham fed three strangers who turned out to be angels of the Lord.

But how do we do this today? It’s not straightforward, and it requires 
wisdom and discernment. We do, of course, have a responsibility to 
protect vulnerable people living in our homes. The importance of that 
must not be overlooked. But one of the hallmarks of the early Christian 
community (see Acts 2:43–47, Saturday 2 May note) was radical 
hospitality, and that must also be a mark of our own communities 
today. Part of being in the family of God is to care for one another in 
practical ways.

What might it look like if we trusted God for our safety and security, 
listened to the prompts of the Spirit and welcomed in strangers? ‘The 
Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid’ (Hebrews 13:6, quoting Psalm 
118:6). By welcoming in strangers, we may find ourselves blessed in 
unexpected ways.

To trust in God is to trust him not only with your eternal salvation, but 
with your day-to-day life and safety as well – and that of those you love. 
You may be surprised in the most delightful of ways.
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Father, please teach me contentment, and help me to be generous with 
whatever it is that I have. May I hold my money lightly and trust you for 
provision in every situation.

NELL GODDARD

THURSDAY 7 MAY  PHILIPPIANS 4:10–20

Financial hospitality

Even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid more than once 
when I was in need. Not that I desire your gifts; what I desire is that 
more be credited to your account. I have received full payment and 
have more than enough. (NIV)

How far do you think financial generosity and hospitality are linked? Paul 
is pretty clear in this passage that the two are closely related, as he writes 
to the church in Philippi to thank them for their generous monetary gifts 
that helped him when he was ‘in need’.

For some, the gift of financial support is easy; for others, it is incredibly 
costly and requires a great deal of sacrifice. We are not told where the 
Philippian church fell on this spectrum. What we do know, however, is 
that they are the only church Paul preached to that continued supporting 
him financially after he left – although it is unlikely the Philippians were 
aware of this when they sent the money.

We never know what impact our financial generosity – our hospitality 
with money – may have on someone’s life, faith or ministry. Paul makes 
clear early on that he did not ‘desire your gifts’, but his delight comes from 
their faith finding a practical outworking.

This wasn’t about the Philippians earning their salvation; it was a 
reflection of their deep trust in God to provide for them. Paul can therefore 
promise the Philippians what he had learnt throughout his ministry – that 
God will supply their needs in all circumstances, too.

This presents a challenge to us in our daily lives: how is our faith, our 
deep trust in God and his provision, working itself out in how we use 
our money? How is it working itself out in how we are hospitable and to 
whom we are generous?

Generosity – and particularly financial generosity – looks different 
for each of us. But it all flows out of our trust in God and is rooted in 
the prayer that we, like Paul, would learn to ‘be content whatever the 
circumstances’.
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Father, help me to be hospitable to everyone, even those with whom 
communication is difficult. Please protect those in foreign lands from 
exploitation, and open my eyes to see how I can help strangers in need.

NELL GODDARD

FRIDAY 8 MAY EXODUS 22:21

Hospitality to foreigners

‘Do not ill-treat or oppress a foreigner, for you were foreigners in 
Egypt.’ (NIV)

Have you even been in a foreign country and felt somewhat out of your 
depth? The language barrier and the fear of making a cultural faux pas 
and inadvertently offending someone can be two particularly difficult 
parts of visiting another country.

These fears are no doubt exacerbated many times over when you are 
not just visiting but moving there. Moreover, if you do not understand 
the language or the subtle cultural cues, you are much more open 
to exploitation. There are plenty of stories of such incidents in our 
world today.

This was even more the case in Old Testament times, when there wasn’t 
Google Translate to help with the language barrier, nor the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights to appeal to when exploitation occurred.

Throughout Exodus 22, we see God’s desire that his people take 
care of those who are helpless, disadvantaged, vulnerable or at risk of 
exploitation, particularly widows, orphans and foreigners. It is a sign of 
God’s people that they care for those the world forgets or takes advantage 
of. God is clear that his people must not be guilty of exploitation of 
others – no matter how ‘different’ they might be.

We may not personally have experienced being a foreigner in a strange 
land – at least not for longer than a few weeks’ holiday. Perhaps we cannot 
empathise as well as the Israelites, having been slaves in Egypt, could, 
but that does not change how we, as the people of God, are instructed 
to treat those who are strangers or foreigners today. We must care for the 
disadvantaged and the vulnerable – offer them hospitality, perhaps teach 
them our language, instruct them in our culture and welcome them in as 
far as we can.
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Father, thank you that we are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb. 
Please give us the words and the courage to share the good news of the 
open invitation to the best party the world has ever seen.

NELL GODDARD

SATURDAY 9 MAY  REVELATION 19:6–9

Eternal hospitality

Then the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those who are 
invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!’ And he added, ‘These are 
the true words of God.’ (NIV)

What’s the best party you’ve ever been to? Aged five, I went to a wedding 
reception. I still remember the utter delight of discovering that not only 
was the bride wearing a beautiful tiara (which she let me touch!), but that 
there was a HUGE bouncy castle.

Weddings are often some of the best parties – with good food, a free 
bar and plenty of joy to go around. And yet here on earth, weddings – 
and marriage itself – are but a symbol of what’s to come and of God’s 
covenant love for his own bride, the church.

I don’t know whether there will be a bouncy castle in heaven at the 
wedding supper of the Lamb, although I’m pretty hopeful there will be. 
But what I do know for certain is that there will be good food, plenty to 
drink and a joy that overflows as the ultimate covenant is made between 
the bride and the bridegroom. Those who are invited are truly blessed.

In the book of Revelation, we see an image of God’s ultimate 
hospitality. We are invited not just as guests but as the bride herself, 
beautifully dressed for her husband. Perhaps we, too, will wear a tiara.

Hospitality was God’s idea in the first place – opening up his home, 
his life, his very self to those who were far off. And that invitation is still 
open. As the bride of Christ, it’s our job to pass on the news, to share 
the invitation to those who might not have heard yet. So big is God’s 
hospitality that there is room for all.

And this incredible hospitality will reach its ultimate conclusion at the 
wedding supper of the Lamb, and, bouncy castle or not, it truly will be the 
best party we’ve ever been to.
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helps you connect the daily notes with 
your own spiritual journey as you seek 
to follow Jesus more closely.
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Day by Day with God is edited by Jill Rattle. 

Jill is a member of Gas Street 
Church, Birmingham, where 
she is involved in prayer 
ministry and mentoring.

BRF Bible reading notes are published three 
times a year, in January, May and September.

Also available: 
App for Android, iPhone and iPad
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