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Suggestions for using New Daylight
Find a regular time and place, if possible, where you can read and pray 
undisturbed. Before you begin, take time to be still and perhaps use the 
BRF Prayer on page 6. Then read the Bible passage slowly (try reading it 
aloud if you find it over-familiar), followed by the comment. You can also 
use New Daylight for group study and discussion, if you prefer.

The prayer or point for reflection can be a starting point for your own medi-
tation and prayer. Many people like to keep a journal to record their thoughts 
about a Bible passage and items for prayer. In New Daylight we also note 
the Sundays and some special festivals from the church calendar, to keep 
in step with the Christian year.

New Daylight and the Bible
New Daylight contributors use a range of Bible versions, and you will find 
a list of the versions used opposite. You are welcome to use your own pre-
ferred version alongside the passage printed in the notes. This can be par-
ticularly helpful if the Bible text has been abridged.

New Daylight affirms that the whole of the Bible is God’s revelation to us, 
and we should read, reflect on and learn from every part of both Old and 
New Testaments. Usually the printed comment presents a straightforward 
‘thought for the day’, but sometimes it may also raise questions rather than 
simply providing answers, as we wrestle with some of the more difficult 
passages of scripture.

New Daylight is also available in a deluxe edition (larger format). Visit your 
local Christian bookshop or BRF’s online shop brfonline.org.uk. To obtain 
a cassette version for the visually impaired, contact Torch Trust for the Blind, 
Torch House, Torch Way, Northampton Road, Market Harborough LE16 9HL; 
+44 (0)1858 438260; info@torchtrust.org. For a Braille edition, contact St 
John’s Guild, Sovereign House, 12–14 Warwick Street, Coventry CV5 6ET; 
+44 (0)24 7671 4241; info@stjohnsguild.org.

Comment on New Daylight
To send feedback, please email enquiries@brf.org.uk, phone +44 (0)1865 
319700 or write to the address shown opposite.

http://www.brfonline.org.uk
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mailto:mailto:info%40stjohnsguild.org?subject=
mailto:mailto:enquiries%40brf.org.uk?subject=


4

Writers in this issue
Denis Alexander, Ruth Bancewicz, Keith Fox, Rodney Holder, Hugh 
Rollinson and Bob White all work with the Faraday Institute for Science 
and Religion. Jennifer Brown is tutor for the Cuddesdon School of Theology 
and Ministry at Ripon College Cuddesdon. Dave Gregory is coordinator of 
Messy Church Does Science. Cherryl Hunt is academic registrar for South 
West Ministry Training Course. Wilson Poon is professor of natural philoso-
phy in Edinburgh University. Meric Srokosz is professor of physical ocean-
ography at the National Oceanography Centre, Southampton. Gillian 
Straine is a physicist and Anglican priest.

Amanda Bloor is priest-in-charge of Holy Trinity Bembridge, on the Isle of 
Wight, and assistant director of ordinands for the Diocese of Portsmouth. 
She enjoys chaplaincy responsibilities with the Army Cadet Force, the RNLI 
and local sailing clubs. 

David Cole is an international spiritual teacher and retreat leader, an award-
winning author and the deputy guardian for the Community of Aidan and 
Hilda. His BRF books include Celtic Lent, Celtic Advent and Celtic Saints.

Tony Horsfall is a freelance trainer and retreat leader based in Yorkshire. 
He is an elder in his local church and the author of several books, including 
Mentoring Conversations (BRF, 2020).

Geoffrey Lowson is a retired priest living in the west of County Durham. He 
spent 21 years working for the mission agency USPG.

Michael Mitton is an Anglican priest, a writer, a speaker and a spiritual 
director. He has written several books for BRF, including Travellers of the 
Heart, Seasoned by Seasons and Restoring the Woven Cord.

Stephen Rand worked with Tearfund and Open Doors and, while now 
retired, he is still the web editor for the All Party Parliamentary Group for 
International Freedom of Religion or Belief.

Elizabeth Rundle is a retired Methodist minister and author of many study 
and devotional books and scripts for local and national radio and television.  

Veronica Zundel is an Oxford graduate, a writer and a columnist. She is the 
author of Everything I Know about God, I’ve Learned from Being a Parent 
(BRF, 2013).



5

Sally Welch writes…
As I look out of the window of my study, I can see a beautiful copper beech 
in its full, glorious, multihued splendour. It stands proud and tall, shading 
the vicarage garden with its thick, glossy leaves. This morning as I admired 
it, however, I felt overwhelmingly sad, for I knew that it would be only a 
short time before its leaves began to fall in great drifts on our lawn, and 
another winter would be upon us. For children and young adults in the 
northern hemisphere, autumn leaves signify new beginnings as schools, 
classes and meetings begin once again. As we get older, however, the danger 
is that we will feel only apprehension at the prospect of winter’s challenges 
of sunless days and cold nights. We must strive against this – the latest 
research demonstrates that optimists live longer, as well as bringing more 
joy to those around them. Bare-leaved trees reveal the rolling hills and fields 
of the Cotswold landscape where I live; past occupations make way for new 
ones. The love of God still surrounds us; our gifts and experience are still 
valuable to our communities; our prayerful wisdom grounds ambitious plans 
and projects.

Rather than bewailing the death of summer, Ruth Bancewicz and her 
team of scientists help us to see God at work in creation in a new way, as 
they share Christian approaches to creation. Amanda Bloor’s imaginative 
exploration of ways of praying with everyday objects will help us stretch 
our ‘prayer muscles’ as she offers us new ways of encountering God, as part 
of our contribution to BRF’s Holy Habits initiative. Geoffrey Lowson encour-
ages us to lift the ‘shroud of mystery’ cloaking Deuteronomy and glimpse 
the coming of the kingdom in its verses. And, in the run-up to Christmas, 
Veronica Zundel will take us through that wonderful tradition of the Nine 
Lessons and Carols, beloved by so many, as we encounter once more the 
beauty of the story of Christ’s nativity, which holds the seeds of our 
redemption.

So let us look forward to the next four months in prayerful anticipation 
of the signs of God’s providence which surround all of us, eager to explore 
new landscapes opening before us, knowing that we are cradled, now as 
always, in the hollow of his hand.



50

Introduction

Home
When I started working on these daily readings, I opened my 
concordance and looked up the word ‘home’. I was surprised 
by how many times it occurs in the Bible, so I decided to limit 
my search to the gospels. 

As I pondered, I began to see that the people we read of 
in the gospels had homes just like we have, homes that were important to 
them. That gave me an idea: I could focus on the different homes mentioned 
and see the story through the lens of the house. This would not be ‘through 
the keyhole’ exactly, but another way of seeing the story.

Let me introduce you, then, to some of the homes of people you will be 
familiar with, some rich, some poor. Hopefully it will help you to think about 
your own home, what it means to you and how God might want your faith 
to impact you where you live.

TONY HORSFALL
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Sunday 11 October Luke 1:39–42 (NIV)

Zechariah’s home
At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of 
Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Eliza-
beth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: ‘Blessed 
are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear!’ 

At the time of Jesus, some houses in hilly regions were partial cave dwell-
ings, built up against the rock face with a front section added on. These 
structures were easy to build and had a natural coolness to them. Perhaps 
this was the kind of home that Zechariah the priest and his wife Eliza-
beth enjoyed.

Into this simple home they were glad to welcome Elizabeth’s cousin Mary 
in her hour of need. She had felt the need to get away from Nazareth for a 
time during her pregnancy and to ponder God’s purpose for her life. But 
where to go? She immediately thought of her elderly relatives. Elizabeth 
had her own story of God’s intervention, and we can imagine how much 
the two had to share, talking long into the night.

The godly Elizabeth was able to encourage her young cousin with words 
from God. Her sensitivity to the voice of God marks her out as a wise and 
mature believer. The time given to listening to Mary made the mother-to-be 
feel safe and secure, exactly what she needed. How fondly Mary would have 
remembered her three months in the Judean hillside.

Elizabeth gives us a good example of what it means to mentor another 
person, to be a ‘mother’ in God to someone who needs help and encourage-
ment. Gladly she gave her time and made room in her life for Mary. Even a 
simple home can be a safe place when there is welcome and a sense of 
acceptance. Be on the lookout for anyone whom God may bring into your 
life at a time of need.

Lord, give me eyes to see those in need  
and a word of encouragement to share with them.

TONY HORSFALL 



52

Monday 12 October Mark 1:29–31 (NIV)

Simon Peter’s home
As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to 
the home of Simon and Andrew. Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with 
a fever, and they immediately told Jesus about her. So he went to her, 
took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to 
wait on them. 

Italian excavators working in Capernaum have uncovered what is believed 
to be the remnants of the house where Simon Peter lived with his extended 
family, and which became a home to Jesus. Buried beneath the remains of 
an octagonal Byzantine church they found the ruins of a mundane dwelling 
dating from the first century BC. Like most houses of the period, it consisted 
of a few small rooms clustered around two open courtyards.

The relationship between Jesus and his first disciples here was still in 
its embryonic stage. He had met the four fishermen by the Sea of Galilee 
and invited them to follow him. They joined him in the synagogue at Caper-
naum and had witnessed the deliverance of a man possessed by an impure 
spirit. No doubt that grabbed their attention. It seemed natural to invite 
him back home afterwards for something to eat.

The domestic crisis that greeted them must have taken Simon by sur-
prise. His reaction is instructive: his automatic response was to tell Jesus 
about his mother-in-law. Did he instinctively feel that Jesus could help? If 
so, his instinct was correct, for Jesus goes to her, helps her up and the fever 
is gone. A very ordinary miracle, in a very ordinary home, on a very ordi-
nary occasion.

This first healing miracle is nothing spectacular. It reminds us that we 
should bring our very ordinary needs to Jesus without hesitation. Healing 
a fever (malaria?) is like healing a common cold, and both are valid concerns 
to share with the Saviour. It is in these small interchanges that faith is built 
up and the power of God realised. Miracles happen at home as well as 
in church.

Lord, thank you that you are willing to demonstrate your power  
in the mundane concerns of our ordinary lives.

TONY HORSFALL 
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Tuesday 13 October Luke 5:23–25 (NIV)

A home filled with praise
‘Which is easier: to say, “Your sins are forgiven,” or to say, “Get up and 
walk”? But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on 
earth to forgive sins.’ So he said to the paralysed man, ‘I tell you, get up, 
take your mat and go home.’ Immediately he stood up in front of them, 
took what he had been lying on and went home praising God.

The story of the paralysed man is well known for the fact that his friends 
broke through the roof of the house to lower him down in front of Jesus –
such was their desperation and determination that he should be well again. 
We may wonder at such destructive behaviour, but the damage was prob-
ably not as great as we might think. The roof would have been made of 
wattle or straw mats covered over and smoothed with hard clay – easy to 
break through and easy to repair.

What we notice here is not the damage done to the first house but the 
joy restored to the second house – the home of the paralysed man. The one 
who had been carried by his friends to meet Jesus now returns home under 
his own steam, no doubt walking and leaping and praising God – like the 
man at the Beautiful Gate (Acts 3:8). What a transformation in his life, the 
result of his encounter with Jesus.

Have you ever noticed how every home has an atmosphere of its own? 
For example, some feel very peaceful and calm, while others are chaotic 
and noisy. Perhaps the paralysed man’s home had been full of sadness, a 
quiet despair seeping into everything, given his tragic circumstances. Now 
all that is gone, replaced by joyful praise to God. Thankfulness and gratitude 
fill the air. The atmosphere is impregnated with hope and optimism. You 
feel it as soon as you enter the house, and it is contagious – ‘everyone was 
amazed and gave praise to God’ (v. 26).

I wonder what people sense when they enter our home. Is it something 
of the presence of God – his peace, his love and his joy?

Lord, may the fragrance of Jesus fill my life and my home.

TONY HORSFALL 



54

Wednesday 14 October Mark 5:37–40a (NIV)

The home of Jairus
He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother 
of James. When they came to the home of the synagogue leader, Jesus 
saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly. He went in and 
said to them, ‘Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead 
but asleep.’ But they laughed at him.

Religious homes, rightly or wrongly, are often portrayed in books and films 
as being strict and joyless, with little room for personal freedom. Those 
who, like Jairus (a synagogue official), carry heavy responsibilities for com-
municating religious truth and upholding moral standards sometimes 
become overbearing at home, even when it is not their intention. I can 
imagine Jairus making sure his family carefully followed all the Jewish 
regulations and traditions, but I don’t get the impression that he was a 
harsh man. His love for his daughter shines throughout this story of grace, 
along with his faith, humility and spiritual awareness.

In his desperation to find healing for his daughter, Jairus throws himself 
on the mercy of Jesus, despite knowing this would place him at odds with 
the other religious leaders. When Jesus eventually arrives at Jairus’ home, 
he encounters in the professional mourners a wall of cynical unbelief and 
hopeless despair. The sense of grief and loss is palpable, and in order to 
facilitate the work of God these scoffers are sent away. Significantly, Jesus 
takes the parents and his disciples into the sick room with him, presumably 
because of their faith. There the child is restored to life.

Here is a home that from this moment on is characterised by grace and 
faith. The joyful vitality of a healthy teenage girl fills the place, but more 
than that, the spiritual vitality of a living faith in God is in evidence in how 
the family lives together. Through Jesus they have found true free-
dom and joy.

How might your home become a place of faith rather than of unbelief?

Lord, guard us from religiosity and legalism. May our hearts and our homes 
be filled with your love and grace.

TONY HORSFALL 
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Thursday 15 October Mark 5:18–20 (NIV)

Home-based witness
As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon -
possessed begged to go with him. Jesus did not let him, but said, ‘Go 
home to your own people and tell them how much the Lord has done 
for you, and how he has had mercy on you.’ So the man went away and 
began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all 
the people were amazed.

I have the rather unusual distinction of living just a couple of miles away 
from where I grew up. I often pass the houses where variously I was born, 
was a teenager, lived when first married and raised a family of my own for 
over 20 years. Although I have travelled far, I find myself once again 
back home.

The call to ‘go home to your own people’ is not an adventurous one. 
Indeed, the man in this story, who had been dramatically set free from the 
demons that had tormented him, is acutely disappointed that he cannot 
join Jesus on the road. He would love to share his amazing story in more 
exciting locations. Instead, he is sent back home to his own people. 

Why was this? Primarily because he would have a unique testimony to 
share among his own people. The region of the Gerasenes was off the beaten 
track on the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee, a mostly Gentile region 
where the light of the gospel was desperately needed. Here the dramatic 
nature of what God had done for the man would be appreciated, since they 
themselves had witnessed his afflictions and could see first-hand the 
dramatic transformation in him. He knew their culture, could speak their 
language, was one of their own and was therefore ideally placed to share 
the good news.

It is never easy to witness to our own people, but sometimes ‘home’ is 
where we are called to be, and we should not underestimate the opportunity 
or devalue such a calling. Wherever God has placed us we can tell how much 
the Lord has done for us.

Lord, let me shine brightly for you in the place which is now ‘home’.

TONY HORSFALL 
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Friday 16 October John 9:6–8 (NIV)

Coming home seeing
After saying this, he spat on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, 
and put it on the man’s eyes. ‘Go,’ he told him, ‘wash in the Pool of Siloam’ 
(this word means ‘Sent’). So the man went and washed, and came home 
seeing. His neighbours and those who had formerly seen him begging 
asked, ‘Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?’ 

This is a most remarkable miracle, accompanied by some unusual actions 
on the part of Jesus. After all, spitting is not a very acceptable thing to do. 
The miracle also plunges the man who is healed into the midst of a fierce 
controversy, where his integrity is questioned by the powerful and intimi-
dating Pharisees who are determined to prove that Jesus is a charlatan.

I can only begin to imagine what it is like to be able to see after having 
spent your whole life in darkness. It must be amazing, but also a little dis-
orientating and confusing, as you try to make sense of a world you can now 
see. The home this man once knew only through touch he can now see and 
enjoy for the first time. No more banging into things; no more feeling his 
way around. His neighbours cannot believe it is the same person, but his 
testimony is sure: ‘One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!’ (v. 25).

There is, however, a deeper layer to this story. Blindness is not only 
physical; it can also be spiritual. The Pharisees, for all their understanding 
and knowledge of tradition, cannot see that Jesus is the Son of Man and 
that the healing is an act of God. Here is the irony: a blind man is made to 
see, while those who can see become blind (v. 39). They cannot see because 
they don’t want to. They create their own blindness.

The man in this story is healed twice, first of his physical blindness, then 
of his spiritual blindness. His response to Jesus is remarkable: ‘Lord, 
I believe,’ he says, and he worships him (v. 38).

Lord, you have opened my eyes. Now help me to see you  
in the world around me and in the people I meet.

TONY HORSFALL 
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Saturday 17 October Luke 10:38–40a (NIV)

Open home
As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where 
a woman named Martha opened her home to him. She had a sister called 
Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. But Martha 
was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made.

Homes are characterised by the people who live in them – think of student 
accommodation, flats for elderly people or penthouse apartments for execu-
tives. Each will have its own style, unique décor and furnishings.

So what of the house at Bethany where the three siblings Mary, Martha 
and Lazarus lived together? I imagine it to be a tidy, well-run house with 
clearly defined responsibilities. We know little of their backgrounds or why 
they appear to be unmarried, but they seem to have chosen to live together 
and to be happy with the arrangement.

This home in Bethany is what we often describe as an ‘open’ home, by 
which we mean it was given to hospitality. Friends and neighbours, and 
maybe strangers too, were welcome to drop in. The door was always open, 
as we say. The arrival of Jesus with his disciples was therefore not an unwel-
come intrusion but a happy occasion for friendship and fellowship. This 
was a house where Jesus could relax and feel at home.

Hospitality is not the same as entertaining. Hospitality is about caring 
for people, not impressing them. Some people seem to have a particular 
gift for making others feel welcome and accepted, and they use their home 
to encourage and support others. It is a ministry in itself and a very valuable 
one. We may not all have this gifting, but we can all be hospitable in our 
own way, offering a welcome and a listening ear.

Churches too can practise hospitality, and members can be involved in 
offering a welcome to the lonely, the bereaved, the disadvantaged, the 
refugee and so on. Many town-centre churches provide lunches for students. 
One village church I know offers a free breakfast once a week to anyone 
who wants to come.

Lord, thank you for the blessing of my home.  
Show me how it can become a place of ministry.

TONY HORSFALL 
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Sunday 18 October Matthew 26:6–9 (NIV)

A fragrant home
While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman 
came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she 
poured on his head as he was reclining at the table. When the disciples 
saw this, they were indignant. ‘Why this waste?’ they asked. ‘This perfume 
could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor.’

Bible scholars wonder about a connection between the house of Simon 
and that of Mary, Martha and Lazarus. It may be that Simon lived with them, 
a reflection of their gift of hospitality. Tradition suggests that Bethany was 
the site of an almshouse for the poor and a place of care for the sick. There 
may also have been a settlement for lepers, in which case Simon may have 
been a wealthy man who was healed of the disease and was now restored 
to society.

Whatever the background, Simon’s home is the setting for a remarkable 
act of worship. The unnamed woman (perhaps Mary Magdalene) took one 
of her most precious and valuable possessions and lavished it upon Jesus 
as an act of love and devotion. Rationally, such an extravagant act seemed 
wasteful and imprudent, especially to the more money-conscious disciples. 
They clearly did not understand the power of gratitude or the motivation 
of love. This woman had been wonderfully set free by Jesus from a life of 
sin, and this was her way of showing her thanks.

As a result of her action the house was filled with a beautiful fragrance, 
the fragrance of passionate worship and extravagant love. Her sacrificial 
devotion had been released and its perfume could not be restrained. Jesus 
was deeply touched, seeing it as a preparation for his forthcoming death 
and describing it as ‘a beautiful thing’ (v. 10).

Perhaps in our desire to avoid extremes we can sometimes stifle any 
passion in worship. Our desire to always play it safe can mean we never 
really know what it is to be lost in wonder, love and praise. Is it time to break 
the jar and let the love begin to flow?

Lord, forgive me if I am too formal in my love for you.  
Teach me to be more extravagant in my worship.

TONY HORSFALL 
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Monday 19 October Luke 15:3–6 (NIV)

A shepherd’s home
Then Jesus told them this parable: ‘Suppose one of you has a hundred 
sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the 
open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he 
finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls 
his friends and neighbours together and says, “Rejoice with me; I have 
found my lost sheep.”’

Farmhouses to my mind are never very tidy, especially the kitchen. They 
are more functional and pragmatic, a base for the hectic round of daily 
activities, a depository for things that need mending and things that may 
come in useful. I imagine a shepherd’s home to be similar, often with an 
injured lamb wrapped in a blanket on the floor. Homes and occupations 
go together.

In this parable, Jesus imagines the care and compassion of the shepherd 
for one lost sheep. Although the shepherd has many other sheep, it is the 
one missing lamb that has his attention. In order to find the stray, he must 
leave the comforts of home and set out, whatever the weather and facing 
the danger of the wild countryside.

This is, of course, a picture of Jesus’ own shepherd heart and an illustra-
tion of his love that brought him down to seek and to save that which was 
lost. It reminds us of the sacrificial love that took him to Calvary and of the 
grace that sought and found us in our need. Many of us can sing from our 
heart, ‘I was lost, but Jesus found me’ (F.H. Rowley, 1854–1952), and we 
have our own story to tell of wandering far from the shepherd’s tender care.

Home can be such a wonderfully comfortable place that we never want 
to leave. One of the challenges of this parable is that sometimes we have 
to leave home comforts behind if the lost are to be found. Jesus left the 
glory of heaven on our behalf, and we too must be willing to put ourselves 
out for the sake of others. Mission may involve sacrifice; service can be costly.

Lord, I am so grateful that you found me. Help me now to seek others.

TONY HORSFALL 
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Tuesday 20 October Luke 19:4–7 (NIV)

A tax collector’s home
So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus 
was coming that way. When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and 
said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your 
house today.’ So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. All 
the people saw this and began to mutter, ‘He has gone to be the guest 
of a sinner.’

Wealthy homes in the time of Jesus had multiple storeys, extra rooms with 
a courtyard and lavish furnishings. No doubt some of Zacchaeus’ wealth 
had gone into creating a nice home. To the rich, a home is a status symbol.

Beneath his successful exterior, however, it seems that Zacchaeus was 
a troubled man. Wealth cannot buy peace of mind, and perhaps the way 
he had gained his income troubled his conscience. Maybe it was simply 
that, having achieved his ambitions and risen to the top, he still felt empty 
and unfulfilled. Instinctively he was drawn towards Jesus, sensing that the 
Galilean might have the answer to his longings.

Zacchaeus was exactly the kind of lost sheep that the good shepherd 
had come to find. Jesus’ ever-watchful eye saw the tax collector high in the 
tree and called to him to come down. Salvation was on offer if Zacchaeus 
would humble himself, come down from his perch and open his home to 
the Saviour. Sinner he may have been, but he was still loved and val-
ued by God.

Jesus continually offers to meet with us, but his coming is conditional 
upon our being humble enough to admit our need and brave enough to 
welcome him into our lives. In 1951, a Presbyterian minister (Robert Boyd 
Munger, 1911–2001) wrote a little booklet called My Heart – Christ’s Home. 
It became a classic explanation of what it means to bring every aspect of 
our lives under the leadership of Jesus. Munger tells how Jesus came into 
the darkness of his heart and turned the light on. He describes how Jesus 
built a fire in the cold hearth and banished the chill, filling the emptiness 
with his loving presence. 

Perhaps Zacchaeus experienced something similar. You can too.

Lord, I open the door of my life to you. Come in, come in.

TONY HORSFALL 
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Wednesday 21 October Luke 23:55—24:1 (NIV)

A home in the city
The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and 
saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. Then they went home and 
prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedi-
ence to the commandment. On the first day of the week, very early in 
the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to 
the tomb.

For a number of years I led a mentoring programme in Singapore designed 
to help participants grow in their relationship with God. Early on I ‘happened’ 
to meet an Anglican minister and his wife who had recently refurbished 
their home so it could also be used for retreats. They suggested that we 
might hold our mentoring course there, and that I could stay free of charge 
whenever I was in the city. It was an amazing provision of God, and that 
house became a place of blessing to many over several years.

God blesses people with resources so they can use them for the benefit 
of others. Many have been able to offer their homes to God for him to use 
to refresh his people. The women from Galilee who followed Jesus to Jeru-
salem during his last days may have struggled to find accommodation had 
it not been for the generosity of an unknown benefactor who gave them 
use of a home in the city. It is a small detail in a much bigger story, but 
another example of Christian generosity and wise stewardship.

We can see from the story how much this borrowed home meant to 
them. Here was their place of refuge during a period of emotional turmoil. 
Here they could get to work on practical matters – preparing the spices with 
which to anoint the body of Jesus. Here too they could keep the sabbath 
and rest themselves physically. From here they set out for the tomb on the 
first Easter morning.

Is it possible that you may be able to offer your home for God to use in 
some way? Perhaps for hosting a home group or a quiet morning, or maybe 
as the venue for a prayer meeting or planning group?

Lord, all that we have comes from you. Help us to steward our possessions 
wisely, with generous hearts.

TONY HORSFALL 
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Thursday 22 October John 19:25–27 (NIV)

Finding a home
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the 
wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, 
and the disciple whom he loved standing near by, he said to her, ‘Woman, 
here is your son,’ and to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ From that 
time on, this disciple took her into his home.

On holiday in Turkey I visited the ruins of Ephesus, and on the journey 
stopped at a location said to be the place where the apostle John lived 
together with Mary the mother of Jesus. A first-century house was discov-
ered there in 1891 beneath the ruins of a fourth-century church, and since 
John was known to have lived in Ephesus, the connection was made. Ever 
since it has been a place of pilgrimage.

Here we see the tenderness of Jesus towards his mother, thinking of her 
welfare even as he dies on the cross. Was this an off-the-cuff decision or 
rather something Jesus had thought about and even discussed with John 
beforehand? It is unclear why Jesus (the eldest son) does not place Mary 
in the care of her other children. Perhaps there was already an affinity 
between Mary and John. It strikes me that Jesus knew this relationship 
would be mutually beneficial, since he addresses them both. Doubtless 
John would benefit from a mother figure, and Mary from John’s protection.

Whatever the reason, John responded with obedience and welcomed 
Mary (already a widow) into his home, providing a safe place for her as well 
as food and lodging. This would be especially important as she grew older, 
and in this regard John’s welcoming of Mary reminds us of all who are carers 
within their own home. Indeed, this incident suggests that a particular 
blessing rests on those whose life is given to caring for elderly or sick rela-
tives at home.

Such a calling is not possible for all, hence the need for care homes and 
hospices. But those who find themselves in the position of carer can have 
a valid ministry and are worthy of our support and prayer.

Lord, bless all who give care at home.  
Grant them strength, compassion and patience.

TONY HORSFALL 
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Friday 23 October Luke 24:28–29 (NIV)

Taking Jesus home
As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued 
on as if he were going further. But they urged him strongly, ‘Stay with 
us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.’ So he went in to stay 
with them.

The story of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus is one full of signifi-
cance. We are unsure of their exact identity and relationship. Was this a 
married couple, the Mary and Clopas mentioned in yesterday’s reading? Or 
were they simply two friends joined together in their desire to follow Jesus 
as his disciples?

What is clear from Luke’s account is that they had been terribly disap-
pointed by the events in Jerusalem and, following the death of Jesus, were 
returning broken-hearted to their home in Emmaus. At this point they have 
still not recognised that the stranger who had joined them on the road was 
the risen Jesus, but they have enjoyed his company and invite him to stay 
the night with them.

Two things stand out here. In making as if to continue his journey Jesus 
is not assuming anything. He does not want to force himself upon them, 
but prefers that they genuinely desire his company. It is a little test for them. 
Jesus will never force himself on anyone. Always he waits for us to invite 
him in. We must choose his friendship.

Secondly, disciples are those who gladly welcome Jesus into the sphere 
of their daily lives. It is actually through an ordinary and homely activity – 
breaking bread – that Jesus becomes known to them (vv. 30–32). A simple 
meal together becomes a sacramental moment and a means of spiritual 
revelation.

Home is where we are most relaxed, where we are most fully ourselves. 
What a joy to know that Jesus is willing to join us in the ordinariness of our 
daily lives, where we can enjoy his presence in every aspect of life at home.

Lord, thank you for your willingness to make your dwelling among us,  
even to the point of being present in our homes.

TONY HORSFALL 



64

Saturday 24 October John 14:1–3 (NIV)

At home with God
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in 
me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have 
told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that 
you also may be where I am.’

How do you imagine heaven? It is hard for anyone to truly grasp what heaven 
will be like. It will be beyond our wildest dreams, and better than we could 
ever have conceived. I like this picture (and it is a metaphor, remember) 
that Jesus gives us here of a mansion with many rooms, because it feels so 
homely. It will not be some vast, impersonal place where we feel lost and 
alone but somewhere we are known and loved, a place where we 
truly belong.

I have stayed with many families over my years of mission work and 
itinerant ministry, and I am grateful to have received so much wonderful 
hospitality. Every home has its unique elements and is an expression of the 
owner’s personality and taste. ‘My Father’s house’ will be no different. It 
will be packed with interest and beauty and will take our breath away. There 
will be so much to see and discover, so much that is new to us and that 
excites our wonder. It will be a joyous, happy place filled with fun and laugh-
ter. Above all it will be a home devoid of pain, suffering and mourning. There 
will be no crying and no more tears. So much for us to look forward to!

These words are meant to reassure our hearts and to comfort us in times 
of trouble. In this earthly life we do experience sadness and heartache, and 
no home is spared its share of woe. But when our home is filled with sorrow, 
we can always remember that we have another home to look forward to, 
a better home in heaven that is permanent and that even now is being 
prepared for us.

Lord, thank you for the reassurance that to be away  
from the body is to be at home with you.

TONY HORSFALL 
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