
Rooting women’s lives in the Bible

Day by Day
with

God
FEATURING ROSEMARY GREEN, CHINE MCDONALD AND AMY BOUCHER PYE

January–April 2019



The Bible Reading Fellowship
15 The Chambers, Vineyard
Abingdon OX14 3FE
brf.org.uk

The Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF) is a Registered Charity (233280)

ISBN 978 0 85746 766 9
All rights reserved

This edition © 2018 Christina Press and The Bible Reading Fellowship
Cover image © Getty Images

Distributed in Australia by:
MediaCom Education Inc, PO Box 610, Unley, SA 5061
Tel: 1 800 811 311 | admin@mediacom.org.au

Distributed in New Zealand by:
Scripture Union Wholesale, PO Box 760, Wellington
Tel: 04 385 0421 | suwholesale@clear.net.nz

Acknowledgements
Scripture quotations taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version (Anglicised 
edition) copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica. Used by permission of Hodder & 
Stoughton Publishers, a Hachette UK company. All rights reserved. ‘NIV’ is a registered 
trademark of Biblica. UK trademark number 1448790. • Scripture taken from the Holy 
Bible, New International Reader’s Version®. Copyright © 1996, 1998 Biblica. All rights 
reserved throughout the world. Used by permission of Biblica. • Scripture quotations 
from The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicised edition, copyright 
© 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. • Scripture quotations taken from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version, 
published by HarperCollins Publishers, © 2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good 
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. • Scripture quotations taken 
from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2007, 2013. Used 
by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All 
rights reserved. • Scripture taken from the New Century Version®. Copyright © 2005 by 
Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. • Extracts from the Authorised 
Version of the Bible (The King James Bible), the rights in which are vested in the 
Crown, are reproduced by permission of the Crown’s Patentee, Cambridge University 
Press.

Every effort has been made to trace and contact copyright owners for material used 
in this resource. We apologise for any inadvertent omissions or errors, and would 
ask those concerned to contact us so that full acknowledgement can be made in 
the future.

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Printed by Gutenberg Press, Tarxien, Malta

https://www.brf.org.uk


3

Day by Day
with

God
Edited by Ali Herbert and Jill Rattle January–April 2019

  6 New!
Rosemary Green 1–12 January

 19 A woodland walk
Helen Williams 13–26 January

 34 The delight of Numbers
Rachel Turner 27 January–9 February

 49 Overwhelmed: anxiety, fear and insecurity
Ann Warren  10–16 February

 57 Living in relationship: Ephesians
Tania Vaughan 17 February–2 March

 72 Prayer songs
Victoria Byrne 3–16 March

 87 The life of Joseph
Chine McDonald 17–30 March

102 Old Testament prayers
Amy Boucher Pye 31 March–13 April

117 Holy Week
Sandra Wheatley 14–20 April

125 Resurrection life
Sheila Jacobs 21–30 April



4
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Jill Rattle and Ali Herbert write…
Happy New Year and welcome to the first issue of Day by Day with God 
2019! Whatever your experience of last year, with all its challenges and 
joys, the beginning of a new year is always a good time to stop and take 
stock personally, practically and spiritually, seeing where God has been 
at work in our lives and how he might be longing to transform us in these 
coming months.

In this issue, you will travel with us from winter to spring, which in 
itself is a picture of the transforming work of our wonderful God who 
draws us from death towards life in all its fullness. At the opening of 
the year, Rosemary Green reminds us of all the ways God is ‘God of the 
new’, inviting us to recommit ourselves to the walk of faith at the very 
start of the year – and to continue to refresh that commitment as we 
journey onwards. In the closing notes, we will enter in once again to 
the miraculous Easter story and the days following, as Sheila Jacobs 
explores the newness of resurrection life. Let’s be expectant that we will 
all experience the renewal God has to offer. 

We are thrilled to introduce Rachel Turner as one of our new writers. 
Rachel has worked as a family and children’s pastor for many years, 
helping parents engage their children in a life of faith. She will be taking 
a lively look at the book of Numbers, catching a glimpse of God’s heart 
and particularly looking at the challenges of how we might flourish in a 
season of dryness.

In the process of moving house last year, one of Jill’s small worries was 
finding enough space on the road for the large removal lorry to park – in 
the heart of a busy city, parking spaces come at a premium! Making space 
for anything in our busy lives is often difficult, and making space for God is 
something many of us struggle with. And yet, nothing in our lives is more 
important than making space for him. We believe God is pleased that you 
have made the decision to create space ‘day by day’ to encounter him, to 
find him in his word, to hear what he wants to say to you. As 2019 begins, 
remember that because you are seeking him, you will definitely find him. 
That is his promise.
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New!
Rosemary Green writes:

We are at the beginning of 2019 (where did last year go?). And to think 
that when I was a child I wondered whether I would even reach the 
Millennium! I wonder if you make a New Year’s resolution – does that 
phrase have an inbuilt expectation of failure? We might ask instead, what 
is our fresh commitment to Christ for this year? Not what I think I should 
be doing; but what does the Lord want of me this year? It is worth writing 
that down: look at it at the beginning of each month; see how we are 
measuring up, and renew that commitment regularly. Our son does an 
annual spiritual stocktaking: he uses his birthday each year to reflect on 
the past year – its joys and sorrows, its challenges, on accomplishments 
and failures. We might do a similar thing at the start of each month.

We start this year in our readings thinking of some of the new aspects 
of our life in Christ. I hope we will be excited as we are reminded of what 
the Lord has done for us, how he has changed our lives. We begin with a 
reality that is older than anything in the world – God’s love. Psalm 136 
reminds us in every verse that ‘his love endures forever’. In the words 
of John Keble’s hymn, ‘new every morning is the love, our waking and 
uprising prove.’ We can thank God daily for his love.

If we have been Christians for many years, it can be easy to start taking 
for granted the truths we have known and experienced. I hope that as 
we look at the ‘new’ things that God does for us, that staleness will be 
replaced by freshness. Ask the Lord to blow with the bellows of his Spirit 
on to the embers of our faith. Pray each day for expectancy, that we will 
finish our devotional time knowing that we have been renewed in our 
love for Jesus, in our vigour, in the way we are going to live for him each 
day. And look for fresh excitement with our wonderful God, and ever-
deepening love for him.
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TUESDAY 1 JANUARY LAMENTATIONS 3:19–27

New every morning

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his 
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. I say to myself, ‘The Lord is my portion; therefore I will 
wait for him.’ (NIV)

By the end of a summer’s day, a sandy beach is in a mess: sandcastles, 
footprints of dogs and their owners, discarded debris… all there, and 
more. But overnight, the tide comes in, the sand is flattened, the rubbish 
and seaweed left at high-tide mark or washed away altogether. The beach 
starts a new day.

I see here a picture of God’s utter faithfulness and love. His com-
passions never fail. They are new every morning. Jeremiah, the author 
of Lamentations, is sure of this, despite the affliction and bitterness he 
refers to in verse 19. The awfulness of his apparently hopeless situation 
is spelled out in a graphic description of his plight in verses 1–18. It is 
against that backdrop that he chooses to stop wallowing in his misery. 
He turns away from saying, ‘My splendour is gone and all that I had hoped 
from the Lord’ (v. 18); instead, he concentrates on God’s love: ‘This I call to 
mind and therefore I have hope’ (v. 21). It is similar in many of the psalms, 
where we see a clear, decisive choice to turn from misery and depression 
to focus on God and his faithfulness. Psalm 69 is one of my favourites, 
because of the powerful way the Lord used it to pick me up. Verses 1–12 
are full of despair; verse 13 has the turning point, ‘But I pray to you, Lord.’

So what do you expect of 2019? As far as you can tell, is your life likely 
to remain stable? Or do you face some big changes of job, location, fam-
ily events of births, marriages, deaths, children leaving home? And what 
about the unexpected? Are you excited or fearful (or a mixture of both)? 
Whatever 2019 brings, we can be sure of God’s faithfulness and love, 365 
days, as sure as the tide.

Give thanks for each new day in the words of John Keble’s hymn. ‘New 
mercies, each returning day… New dangers past, new sins forgiven, new 
thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven.’

ROSEMARY GREEN
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Thank you, Lord, for the new heart you have given me. Please help me to 
pray with concern, insight and compassion for a nation in deep need.

ROSEMARY GREEN

WEDNESDAY 2 JANUARY EZEKIEL 36:22–28

A new heart

‘I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove 
from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will 
put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees.’ (NIV)

I used to think of these verses just as a promise to individuals, but I was 
wrong; that is the danger of taking Bible verses out of context. God is 
speaking to the Israelite nation, a people in exile. Their conquest by the 
Babylonians and their deportation was an act of human aggression. But 
it was also God’s judgement on their corruption. Look, for example, at 
the behaviour of king, priests and people in 2 Chronicles 36:11–4, and 
Jeremiah’s comment: ‘It was because of the Lord’s anger that all this 
happened to Jerusalem and Judah, and in the end he thrust them from 
his presence’ (Jeremiah 52:3).

We tend to go soft nowadays on God’s holy judgement. But recognising 
that aspect of his character leads to a fuller appreciation of his love, his 
mercy and his forgiveness. Some half-century after the judgement of 
exile, Ezekiel writes of God’s promise to do a new thing in his people, to 
give them a new heart and a new spirit, leading to new attitudes and new 
obedience.

As I look round at our own nation, I see how far and how fast we are 
moving from our Christian heritage. God is largely ignored, even if people 
believe in his existence, and some of our laws are no longer founded on 
the principles of the ten commandments. Will you join me in committing 
to pray for God to do a new thing in our nation, to give us a new heart and 
a new spirit?

But of course a nation is made up of individuals. If a nation is going to 
change, individual stony hearts that disregard God need his heart surgery. 
He wants each person to receive the new heart of love and compassion 
that he offers, and to embrace his Spirit, so that we want, and are able, 
to obey him.
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Do you want your friends and relations to know this new life? Ask God to 
show you a few individuals to concentrate on in regular, expectant, patient 
prayer for their new birth.

ROSEMARY GREEN

THURSDAY 3 JANUARY JOHN 3:1–8

A new birth

Jesus answered, ‘Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of 
God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to 
flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at 
my saying, “You must be born again.”’ (NIV)

Nicodemus was intrigued by Jesus. A leading Pharisee, an aristocratic 
member of the Sanhedrin, he dared not lose face by being seen talking 
with Jesus, so he crept in under cover of darkness. He had seen enough of 
Jesus to affirm that here was someone special from God. He was already 
puzzled. He was even more puzzled when Jesus began to speak of a 
second birth. Nicodemus didn’t need to turn over a new leaf; he needed 
to get a new life. ‘Flesh gives birth to flesh’ (v. 6): human birth happens 
when the sperm enters the egg and fertilises it. For the new spirit birth, 
the Holy Spirit enters our inner being to fertilise it for this second birth, 
just as we were reading yesterday of God’s promise through Ezekiel of a 
new heart and a new spirit.

I grew up in a traditional Anglican home, with somewhat erratic 
churchgoing. I never doubted as a historical fact Jesus’ virgin birth, 
his miracles, death, resurrection and ascension. But it was all 2,000 
years ago and made little impact on my life. A sermon on Zacchaeus 
was a revelation. First, I saw that I was not a cut above everyone else 
(‘Zacchaeus – Rosemary – come down’), and that brought me to see how 
much I needed the forgiveness Jesus bought for me on the cross. Second, 
I understood that his resurrection meant he was alive to be my friend. 
And, like Zacchaeus, I needed to invite Jesus’ Spirit into my life. Initially, 
that seemed too simple a step, but as soon as I did – wow! Life changed! 
I didn’t understand this new birth, but I knew it was true. I had a new 
perspective on life, wanting to read the Bible, to pray, to learn from other 
Christians. It was a new birth indeed. What about yours?
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Thank you, Father, that you are a holy, forgiving God, and for the immense 
privilege of knowing you.

ROSEMARY GREEN

FRIDAY 4 JANUARY JEREMIAH 31:31–34

A new relationship

‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will make a new 
covenant with the people of Israel… No longer will they teach their 
neighbour, or say to one another, “Know the Lord,” because they will 
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.’ (NIV)

A new heart, a new birth and now a new covenant and a new relationship. 
However long we have been Christians, I hope we never lose the wonder 
at the infinite, holy God’s rescue plan for us puny, sinful mortals. 

Jeremiah was writing 600 years before Jesus came, but God’s ‘new’ 
plan to restore humankind’s broken relationship with himself had been 
set far back in eternity. ‘They will all know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest’ (v. 34). This privilege of knowing him was not to be confined 
to the priests, to the rich or aristocratic, to the educated, nor even to the 
people of Israel. ‘They will all know me.’ That is the privilege that you and 
I have under the new covenant.

How is this new relationship possible? The last verse of today’s reading 
gives us the answer: God’s forgiveness dissolves the barrier that human 
sin puts between ourselves and a holy God, whose ‘eyes are too pure to 
look on evil’ and who ‘cannot tolerate wrongdoing’ (Habakkuk 1:13). 

I love the way our hands can demonstrate the way Jesus took on him-
self the world’s wrongdoing. Place a weight on one hand, then hold both 
hands towards the light. One hand represents Jesus; nothing separates 
him from God’s light. The other hand with a heavy weight represents me. 
Now transfer the weight to the ‘Jesus hand’. Isaiah said, ‘The Lord has laid 
on him the iniquity of us all’ (Isaiah 53:6). I am free to know God; I am 
freely forgiven because Jesus takes all our sin on himself on the cross. 
Momentarily, his relationship with God is broken (‘My God, why have you 
forsaken me?’) so that ours with God is restored.
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Jesus said, ‘My food… is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his 
work’ (John 4:34, NIV). Ponder this thought of being nourished by whole-
hearted obedience to God.

ROSEMARY GREEN

SATURDAY 5 JANUARY 1 PETER 2:1–5

A new hunger

Like newborn babies, you should long for the pure milk of God’s word. 
It will help you grow up as believers. You can do this now that you have 
tasted how good the Lord is. (NIRV)

I’m staying in a home where there are three-week-old puppies. There is 
much squealing and squawking as they clamour for food – first for their 
mother’s milk, then later for the more solid food. Those puppies can 
teach us, in their eagerness for food which satisfies their hunger and 
helps them to grow. In my early years as a Christian, I was eager to learn. 
I took any opportunities I could to be nourished by fellowship, by Bible 
reading (alone and in participatory study groups), by prayer, by Christian 
service (sometimes tactless, in my youthful enthusiasm to tell others the 
good news). In later years, I regret to say, middle-aged complacency has 
lost some of that early zeal (unlike the puppies’ mother, as eager for food 
as she ever was). But I know that there is no substitute for regular, expect-
ant Bible reading for spiritual nourishment.

Alongside a healthy diet, we must make sure we are not eating the 
junk food of gossip and resentment. ‘Rid yourselves of all malice and all 
deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander’ (v. 1, NIV): those are all poison. ‘Rid 
yourselves’ – that speaks of determined action. Thoughts, attitudes, 
words: all may need a spring cleaning, so that love, truth and sincerity 
prevail. Those qualities will be nurtured as we discard the poison, as we 
‘pray in’ scripture and let the Holy Spirit make changes in us.

One more thought: if you are in the privileged position of caring for 
another newborn believer, think of a baby who moves slowly from milk, 
to puree, to more solid food. I am so grateful for the older Christian who 
helped me into church and a small group, answered my many questions, 
showed me how to read the Bible and to pray, and ensured that I was 
clear about basics of belief and behaviour. Can you do this for someone 
you know?
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Your battles will be different from mine. But together we can pray Paul’s 
prayer in Ephesians 1:18–21, that we know for ourselves the ‘incomparably 
great power’ that raised Jesus from the dead.

ROSEMARY GREEN

SUNDAY 6 JANUARY ROMANS 6:1–14

A new power

We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of 
the Father, we too may live a new life. (NIV)

Paul is excited! He longs for his readers to grasp the confidence and joy 
they – and we – can have with our new life in Christ. In previous chapters, 
he has argued painstakingly that our right standing with God does not 
depend on an impossible 100% obedience to the old law, but on his 
mercy and grace which we grasp through our faith in Christ. This is not 
to be an excuse for ‘more sin, so more grace’. Rather, it is an incentive to 
enter fully into the fruit of Jesus’ death and resurrection. He is saying, 
‘Come on, people; put the past behind; live your new life to the full in the 
power of the resurrection.’

Years ago, I visited the Anglican cathedral in Colombo, Sri Lanka. I was 
very struck by the large baptistry immediately inside the main door. 
Down several steps into the water, up steps the other side. I saw a power-
ful symbol of the meaning of baptism – die to sin, rise to life in Christ. 

Do you notice the repeated themes in these verses? Verses 4–6, 8 and 
11 all speak of our being united with Christ in his death. I find ‘our old self 
was crucified with him’ the most powerful phrase. Paul emphasises the 
link between Jesus’ death and resurrection, which we find in verses 4–5 
and 8–9. Paul is very intentional here: he speaks directly to me, as I strug-
gle with an addiction to a computer card game. ‘Count yourselves dead 
to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus’ (v. 11). ‘Rosemary, Christ died so 
you can be free from that addiction, no longer a slave to it.’ Our faith is a 
practical one; historical events 2,000 years ago can be worked out in our 
lives today.
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‘Love covers a multitude of sins’ (1 Peter 4:8). His love blots out my hidden 
and visible sins.

ROSEMARY GREEN

MONDAY 7 JANUARY COLOSSIANS 3:1–14

A new lifestyle

Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self 
with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which 
is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 
(NRSV)

‘Take off, put on.’ I like the image of a shabby old coat being discarded in 
favour of a brand-new jacket. Of course, Paul is talking about something 
more fundamental than an outer garment. It is our inner selves that are 
being changed, ‘the new self’. But we have a part to play in this transform-
ation. As Paul says in Philippians 2:12–13: ‘Work out your own salvation… 
for it is God who is at work in you.’ We must cooperate with him, so that 
the evidence of inner change is seen in our behaviour and attitude.

‘Put to death.’ That’s a strong command. I think of the TV advert about 
the weeds, mocking the discouraged owner – who then sprays them with 
his powerful weedkiller, so they shrivel overnight. Sadly, the weeds of 
sin don’t disappear as quickly the advert portrays (though I heard a tes-
timony recently of a young woman whose bad language and swearing 
stopped as soon as she became a Christian). Our thought lives, sex lives, 
anger and dishonesty are among the weeds which must be killed. Big 
sins, small sins; they all matter. In their place, the flowers of compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience will be able to flourish. 

Key to this is our willingness to forgive whatever grievance we may 
have against another person, however badly they have wronged us. 
Resentments are like cancer: without treatment, they are fatal. We may 
not feel like forgiving or letting go; we may not want to. But if we want to 
please Jesus, we follow both his example of forgiveness on the cross and 
his teaching. Remember the parable of the unforgiving servant in Mat-
thew 18:21–35? Verses 34–35 show the anger of the master who threw his 
servant into prison, illustrating the judgement of the Father on those who 
will not forgive.
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Psalms 96 and 98 both start ‘Sing to the Lord a new song.’ Join in one of 
these exuberant psalms by reading it slowly, aloud if possible, pausing to 
savour each verse.

ROSEMARY GREEN

TUESDAY 8 JANUARY PSALM 40:1–19

A new song

I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and heard my cry. He 
lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet 
on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. He put a new song in my 
mouth. (NIV)

When did you last feel you were in an insecure place? David’s description 
of a slimy pit, of mud and mire, is graphic. We sense a slippery foothold, 
we’re unable to move forward safely. 

What a contrast with the solidity of a rock on which to stand! I picture 
Jesus’ strong hand reaching down to grasp, firmly but gently, the slipping 
person and lift them on to the rock. Pause, and imagine yourself sliding 
around, calling out for help. Then ‘feel’ a strong hand picking you up, 
placing you securely on a firm, flat rock. A relieved sigh of thanks is 
follow ed by jubilant praise, with a song and a testimony that leads others 
to trust God as well.

Before you read any further, stop to think what you would include in 
your own song of thanks and praise… Now we turn back to the psalm 
to see what David includes. First, he trusts a reliable God, not any man 
who, in pride, trusts in his own abilities. Nor does he trust any false god. 
That leads me to ask myself if the Lord is first in my life at all times. Then 
he thinks of the multitude of good things God has done for him (v. 5). 
I  remember Jeremiah 29:11: ‘I know the plans I have for you,’ says the 
Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you a hope 
and a future.’ Thank you, Lord.

Verses 6–8 remind us that the Lord is more interested in our loving 
obedience than in outward forms of observance. The opened (or 
‘pierced’) ears refer to the slave who loves the family he serves and 
chooses to remain a slave for life. Finally (verses 9–10), we are not to 
be secret believers but to speak unashamedly of God’s love, truth and 
salvation.
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Ponder John’s words: ‘Dear children, let us not love with words or speech 
but with actions and in truth’ (1 John 3:18). Lord, may I listen, and act.

ROSEMARY GREEN

WEDNESDAY 9 JANUARY JOHN 13:31–38

A new commandment

‘A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.’ (NIV)

Love one another. Three simple words – but a key to life, a key to experi-
encing God, a key to portraying Jesus to the world.

‘As I have loved you.’ That is the standard he set for us. ‘Greater love 
has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends’ (John 15:13). 
That is how much Jesus loves us. Even though we cannot match his sac-
rificial love, other people can be attracted by the warmth and love of our 
fellowship.

I grew up not knowing much about the real quality of love. Then, 
when I had been a Christian for 25 years, I realised how little I knew about 
loving other people. I read Paul’s chapter on love in 1 Corinthians 13, and 
prayed through gritted teeth, ‘Lord, please give me that love.’ One hand 
was open, the other clenched tight: ‘If I had that love, I would have to give 
more to other people and receive from them’, and I wasn’t ready for that. 
I was stuck in that half-and-half place for a year; then, with a husband in 
hospital in South Africa with meningitis and me in England, I had to let 
down my barriers of independence and allow other people to love me in 
very practical ways. As I received God’s love through them, it was planted 
in me. It took root, and loving other people became a joy, not a chore.

At the end of today’s reading, we read Peter’s impulsive promise to 
follow Jesus anywhere. ‘You mean well,’ says Jesus, ‘but in the next few 
hours, you will deny knowing me’ – Peter’s failure of love. We followers of 
Jesus often fail to love; Jesus never does.
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Lord, thank you so much for the power of the life-giving Spirit through the 
new covenant. And thank you for your faithfulness, even when it seems a 
long time between promise and fulfilment. 

ROSEMARY GREEN

THURSDAY 10 JANUARY 2 CORINTHIANS 3:4–18

A new covenant

He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant – not of the 
letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. (NIV)

An exciting new day has dawned – new covenant, new promises, new 
relationship, new assurance of forgiveness. The new covenant, promised 
through Jeremiah (31:31–34) about 600BC, arrived with Jesus. On the 
last night of his life, he presided at the Passover meal with his disciples: 
‘After the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, which is poured out for you”’ (Luke 22:20). The old covenant 
was a covenant of law and obedience, based on, ‘If you will, then I will…’ 
The old covenant was a necessary stepping stone to understanding God 
and his ways, and humankind’s relationship with him. It educated, but it 
could not redeem. 

The new covenant brings freedom and assurance; it is a covenant of 
forgiveness, and of obedience born of love, not of duty. As Jesus said, 
‘If you love me, keep my commands’ (John 14:15). Through the new 
covenant, the Holy Spirit is released in our lives – that Spirit who enables 
us to win the inner tug-of-war between the downward pull of our old 
sinful nature and the new desire to please Jesus wholeheartedly. ‘We 
all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being 
transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from 
the Lord, who is the Spirit’ (v. 18). That’s pretty exciting!

In the early days of charismatic renewal in the 1960s, my own spirit ual 
life was very shrivelled; I was suspicious of what seemed to be the over-
the-top Christians, and scared of their X-ray eyes that I felt pierced through 
to my emptiness. But God used that time of Michael’s meningitis to fill me 
with his Spirit in a way I had never known. The change I experienced was 
as transforming as the day of my new birth, 25 years earlier.
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Father, I’m finite and out of my depth. But I am privileged to know you, even 
dimly, now; and I look forward to this unknown, marvellous future. 

ROSEMARY GREEN

FRIDAY 11 JANUARY REVELATION 21:1–5

A new heaven and a new earth

Then I saw ‘a new heaven and a new earth,’ for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea… And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Look! God’s dwelling-place 
is now among the people, and he will dwell with them.’ (NIV) 

So far, we have thought of the many new blessings in our life with Christ 
as we know it now. But what will it be like in eternity? Well, I haven’t been 
there, so I don’t really know! But I notice some of the phrases that John 
uses, and try to get a glimpse of something that is far, far outside my 
experience of life here on earth, more wonderful than I can ever imagine.

John paints a picture of unimaginable beauty, radiance and perfection. 
Earlier in Revelation he wrote of the worship in heaven, with the throne 
of God, with One sitting on it, with the Lamb of God in the centre. The 
church, the ‘bride of Christ’, shines with the glory of God. Paul wrote of the 
completeness that will come. ‘Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, 
even as I am fully known’ (1 Corinthians 13:12). We have thought of the 
privilege we have of knowing God, here and now. But that relationship is 
a pale imitation of the ‘knowing’ we will have in eternity.

A new heaven, and a new earth – the earth as it was meant to be before 
the fall, a world that is unspoilt. Paul wrote of the ‘hope that the creation 
itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the 
freedom and glory of the children of God’ (Romans 8:20–21). It will be 
a world without sin and without pain. There will be nothing to spoil it. 
Satan is gone for ever, ‘thrown into a lake of burning sulphur’ (Revelation 
20:10). Just what it will be like, I don’t pretend to know. But I am sure that 
God and his people will be in an eternal relationship of pure love.
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Lord, thank you for the good news of new life with you. Please remind me 
to start each day with a prayer that I will have the chance to put in a word 
for you.

ROSEMARY GREEN

SATURDAY 12 JANUARY 2 CORINTHIANS 5:15–21

A new creation

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: the old 
has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that 
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ. (NIV)

‘The new creation has come.’ We are not yet at that final point in history 
of the new heavens and new earth we were thinking about yesterday; but 
we have seen since 1 January some of the treasures and privileges of the 
new life in Christ. 

We are meant to enjoy this new life. But we are not meant to be 
selfish by keeping it to ourselves. As Paul says here, we are ambassadors 
for God. We are his representatives in a foreign country. And we have 
extraordinarily good news to share: the news of God’s unfailing love and 
of the new things he does in us. If I say that we have a duty to tell others, 
it sounds dull and heavy. But if I am excited about Jesus, I will not want 
to keep it to myself; I will want to bubble over with the good news. Our 
daughter-in-law recently heard she is to be a grandmother. She found it 
very hard to keep quiet about it for three weeks! 

In a totally different situation, I have a friend in an eastern European 
country who, with three others, is accused of breaking the law by their 
public witness for Jesus; they long for other people to hear about him in 
their very secular country. (I am praying that this alarming situation will 
actually give them fresh opportunities for witness.)

We can find plenty of excuses to keep quiet about our faith – ignor-
ance, ‘not the right time’, fear of rejection and many others. I am not a 
‘natural’ evangelist (in comparison to my husband, who is), but I  am 
aware that I may be the only Christian known to some of my friends and 
acquaintances. How can I best show them that Jesus is good news for 
them?
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