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How to use this book

Every year during Advent, Christians reflect upon the most important 
birthday of all time. The whole world’s calendar is dated by this event. 
History revolves around ‘His story’. The words of the Bible are familiar to 
many, through seasonal carols and well-attended services. 

This small book attempts to bring something fresh to the Christmas 
account. We remember only 10% of what we hear, while we recall 40% 
of what we see. This is a ‘visual translation’ to accompany the words of 
the Bible and to open it up to a wider audience. Most people are visual 
learners, especially in our age of mass communication.

For many of the two and a half billion Christians around the world, 
especially those who cannot read or are still young, this book may be 
used as an aid to their understanding of the Christmas events. Every 
verse in the Bible relating to the birth of Jesus has been translated with 
images. Families can use it as an aid to their reflections in the morning 
or as a book to finish the day. Those who wish to share the origins of 
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Christmas with their colleagues can do so in a new way. For those who 
struggle to read, they can follow their own version of the Bible for the 
first time. For gatherings where there is more than one language, this 
visual translation can be a common starting point.

Most of all, as the author, I hope and pray that you will allow the 
images, which are an attempt to portray the meaning of the scripture 
as accurately as possible, to reveal something original about the God 
who began the greatest adventure of all by choosing to become one of 
us – a precious baby boy.

Ian Long
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This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came 
about: his mother Mary was pledged to be married 
to Joseph, but before they came together, she 
was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 
Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the 
law, and yet did not want to expose her to public 
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid 
to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to 
give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from 
their sins.’

All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: ‘The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel’ (which means ‘God with us’).

Matthew 1:18–23

THE STORY according to  Matthew
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When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took Mary 
home as his wife. But he did not consummate 
their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And 
he gave him the name Jesus.

Matthew 1:24–25
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THE  VISUAL CHRISTM
AS STORY

The Christmas story as you’ve never 
seen it before!
The Visual Christmas Story opens up the Bible for readers and 
non-readers alike, of all ages and abilities. Verse-by-verse 
illustrations presented alongside the Bible text offer a vibrant 
and thoughtful way in to the greatest story of all time.

Ian Long is the illustrator of the Blob Tree resources, which 
are used around the world to help people of all ages express 
their feelings. He has been a youth worker, pastoral assistant 
and primary school teacher. He is married to Jane and they 
have two daughters.
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