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Suggestions for using Guidelines
Set aside a regular time and place, if possible, when and where you can read 
and pray undisturbed. Before you begin, take time to be still and, if you find 
it helpful, use the BRF Prayer on page 6.

In Guidelines, the introductory section provides context for the passages 
or themes to be studied, while the units of comment can be used daily, 
weekly or whatever best fits your timetable. You will need a Bible (more 
than one if you want to compare different translations) as Bible passages 
are not included. Please don’t be tempted to skip the Bible reading because 
you know the passage well. We will have utterly failed if we don’t bring our 
readers into engagement with the word of God. At the end of each week is 
a ‘Guidelines’ section, offering further thoughts about or practical applica-
tion of what you have been studying.

Occasionally, you may read something in Guidelines that you find par-
ticularly challenging, even uncomfortable. This is inevitable in a series of 
notes which draws on a wide spectrum of contributors and doesn’t believe 
in ducking difficult issues. Indeed, we believe that Guidelines readers much 
prefer thought-provoking material to a bland diet that only confirms what 
they already think.

If you do disagree with a contributor, you may find it helpful to go 
through these three steps. First, think about why you feel uncomfortable. 
Perhaps this is an idea that is new to you, or you are not happy about the 
way something has been expressed. Or there may be something more sub-
stantial – you may feel that the writer is guilty of sweeping generalisation, 
factual error, or theological or ethical misjudgement. Second, pray that 
God would use this disagreement to teach you more about his word and 
about yourself. Third, have a deeper read about the issue. There are further 
reading suggestions at the end of each writer’s block of notes. And then, do 
feel free to write to the contributor or the editor of Guidelines. We welcome 
communication, by email, phone or letter, as it enables us to discover what 
has been useful, challenging or infuriating for our readers. We don’t always 
promise to change things, but we will always listen and think about your 
ideas, complaints or suggestions. Thank you!

To send feedback, please email enquiries@brf.org.uk, phone +44 (0)1865 
319700 or write to the address shown opposite.
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Helen Paynter writes…
As I write this editorial, the EU elections of May 2019 are in full swing. 
Right-wing politicians are being ‘milkshaked’, and across Europe the ‘gilets-
jaunes’ have been gathering momentum. Of course, by the time you read 
this, all sorts of political developments will have happened. But I doubt that 
one thing will have changed, or at least changed for the better. I doubt that 
public confidence in the governing authorities will be growing; I doubt that 
our trust in our political servants (or is it masters?) will have increased. How 
is the church to respond to such challenging times?

I’m very pleased that several writers have touched on this matter in this 
issue. Bishop David Walker begins his fortnight of reflections on ‘Challenges 
20:20’ with a reflection on our relationship to the governing bodies. 
This theme is developed in more detail by the former bishop of Carlisle, 
Graham Dow, in a thought-provoking series of reflections on the relation-
ship between church and state. David Kerrigan’s engaging fortnight on 
‘Mission 20:20’ discusses matters such as economics, the nature of human 
well-being and truth-telling: all themes that run deeply through our public 
discourse in this generation.

What else do we have on offer? Well, we have a rich and multi-voiced 
exploration of discipleship. Michael Parsons gives us a challenging week 
of reflections explicitly on this theme: ‘When Christ calls a person, he 
bids them to come and die’ (paraphrased from Dietrich Bonhoeffer). I’m 
also delighted that Andy Angel is continuing his tour through Matthew’s 
gospel. In this edition, he invites us to consider the demanding claims that 
Jesus makes on his disciples, as we are led through Matthew 8—10. And, 
speaking of the tough call of discipleship, Fiona Gregson takes us through 
Philippians, penned from prison, in a fortnight of reflections that begins 
with the parts of Acts describing Paul’s ministry in Philippi – also marked 
by a spell in prison, of course. As Andy Angel says, ‘Jesus’ challenges to his 
disciples echo his teachings more generally to all his disciples throughout 
time. His call to discipleship is never less than a call to total giving of our-
selves in love and service.’ Indeed.

To balance our focus on Matthew and Philippians, we also have some 
in-depth study of two Old Testament books. Matt Lynch takes us through 
2 Chronicles, and I have the challenging task of leading us through the book 
of Joshua.

It is my prayer that our readers will be as blessed by these notes, as we 
have been in the preparation of them. May God use them to help guide us 
through these challenging times.
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The BRF Prayer
Almighty God, 

you have taught us that your word is a lamp for our feet 
and a light for our path. Help us, and all who prayerfully 

read your word, to deepen our fellowship with you 
and with each other through your love. 

And in so doing may we come to know you more fully, 
love you more truly, and follow more faithfully 

in the steps of your son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forevermore. 

Amen
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Mission 20:20: mission and 
the kingdom of God
David Kerrigan

Jesus was crystal clear about the purpose of his life and ministry: ‘I must 
proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God to the other cities also; for 
I was sent for this purpose’ (Luke 4:43).

Today, as we participate in this mission, the establishment of the kingdom 
of God – or the kingdom of heaven (the meaning is the same) should be just 
as clear in our endeavours. Mentioned a combined total of 98 times in the 
New Testament, the kingdom of God is simply the rule of God on earth. It is 
the reason Jesus came.

This view has not always held sway. From Augustine to the Reformers, 
theologians typically equated the kingdom of God with the church. From the 
19th century onwards, scholars thought of the kingdom more as God’s reign 
in our hearts, a ‘personal faith’ emphasis. Today, we speak more readily of 
the kingdom being wherever the reign of God, or the lordship of Christ, is 
evident. We will look more closely at this below.

The Dutch theologian Abraham Kuyper (1837–1920) said, ‘There is not a 
square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over which Christ, 
who is sovereign over all, does not cry, “Mine!”’ It’s a famous quotation and, 
over the next two weeks, it will take our studies in an unusual direction. After 
three foundational studies, we will explore seven areas of life where the lord-
ship of Christ, rightly expressed, builds the kingdom of God. These areas 
are social media, science, well-being or health, commerce (in three parts), 
migration, education and evangelism. In each case, we ask, ‘How is God’s 
rule expressed here?’

Unless stated otherwise, Bible quotations are taken from the NRSV.
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1  Mission, cross and resurrection

Acts 2:14–36
As we embark on these studies on mission and the kingdom of God, I want 
to address three elements that are of vital importance. Today, we look at the 
gospel itself and ask how the kingdom of God connects to it. Tomorrow, we 
look at the place of the local church in kingdom building, and the day after 
that we will reflect on ourselves and our role in this kingdom endeavour.

Today’s reading takes us to the first sermon of the Christian church. We 
note what has gone immediately before: the ascension of Jesus in 1:6–11, 
making clear that Jesus’ work on earth was complete, and the coming in 
power of the Holy Spirit in 2:1–13, making the mission of the church a reality.

Then Peter speaks of Jesus, and at the heart of his message is the proc-
lamation that this man who was ‘handed over to you according to the defi-
nite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified… But God raised him up, 
having freed him from death’ (vv. 23–24).

This declaration is familiar for Christians. It’s at the heart of the creed of 
the church and our life together: Christ crucified and risen. But it has the 
most profound importance for the mission we are called to share in.

The world in all its variety, beauty and ugliness unfailingly exhibits the 
corruption exemplified by the cross. In all the areas we shall explore in this 
series, we will be able to glimpse different ways in which something that is 
potentially good is not as it should be or as it could be. But we assert that 
the cross was the place of destruction of all that was – and is – corrupt.

How can we be so confident? Because of the resurrection! ‘God raised 
him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to 
be held in its power’ (v. 24) Here, then, is the paradigm for God’s mission 
and our mission. The corruption of creation that characterises our fallen 
world has been utterly defeated at the cross. But the hope of the world lies 
in the resurrection of Jesus, ‘Lord and Messiah’ (v. 36), the prototype of the 
renewed creation to come. And it’s that lordship that conveys the rule of 
Christ over every aspect of creation.

Of this ‘all of us are witnesses’ (v. 32), and we are blessed because, unlike 
Thomas, we have not seen or touched but we believe because of the gift of 
faith (John 20:29).
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2  Mission and the local church

Matthew 25:31–46
Peter C. Phan, a Vietnamese Catholic theologian, argues in his contribution 
to Landmark Essays in Mission and World Christianity that the next 50 years 
of the church will not see a new form of Christendom, but a new way of 
being the church. Phan argues that, in Asia at least, ‘the kingdom of God 
and not the church [will be] the centre of the church’s life and activities’. He 
goes on to say that ‘no longer is the church the pinnacle or the centre of the 
Christian life… [but] the reign of God is installed as the ultimate goal of… 
the church’. In effect, he argues for a kingdom-centred church rather than a 
church-centred kingdom.

When Jesus conjures up a picture of the day of judgement, his focus is 
not on who is in the church, but on who bears the fruit of being a kingdom 
builder. Of course, Matthew 28:19–20 makes clear that we are to preach and 
baptise and make disciples, and disciples will come together with Christ 
in their midst (Matthew 18:20). This, at its simplest, is the church. But the 
church is there to repair, redeem or transform the world, not to hide away 
from it. We will call it away from sin, but we will also address the disease that 
sin has brought about. The hungry, the thirsty, the poor, the sick and the 
estranged are all in view in today’s passage. But just as we might mentally 
consign this to simply ‘doing good’ (as if that were a low-value thing), Christ 
shocks us by saying that he is there in those he has described. He is there in 
the circumstances of human life where the reign of God is not visible.

Here, then, we set a template for our mission: God’s people, called and 
gathered, with Christ in our midst, but that same Christ calling us into his 
world, where he invites us to be agents of his transforming mercy and grace. 
There is no churchless Christianity. Our adoption as sons and daughters 
finds expression when we are together. Our worship expresses our unity 
when we are together. We discern the mind of Christ through his word when 
we are together. But ‘together’ we dare not stay. Monday morning, as the 
sun rises, we are a missionary people headed for the schools and hospi-
tals, the offices and shops, the neighbourhoods and laboratories where we 
work. God is building his kingdom there, and we’re invited to participate.
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3  Mission, truth and character

John 8:30–59
If a reputable plumber says the boiler needs changing, we usually trust 
them. If someone says, ‘I love you’, and we believe it, it will be because we 
trust them. Truth is linked to trust – trust in the truth teller. And trust is 
gauged by character – from one end of the spectrum, ‘Is this person who 
they say they are?’, to the other end, ‘Is their life consistent with what they 
say?’ Is my plumber qualified? Is my lover faithful? Is my pastor above 
reproach? Is my MP self-serving? Truth based on trust; trust evidenced by 
character.

In today’s text, Jesus addresses those who have ‘believed in him’. He 
encourages them to persevere ‘in my word’ (v. 31), to go on trusting him. 
The effect of such trust is profound – ‘You will know the truth, and the truth 
will set you free’ (v. 32, NIV). But here, they stumble. He declares that he 
knows their intention to kill him (vv. 37, 40). In spite of their plea to be chil-
dren of God (v. 41), he condemns them as children of the devil, the father 
of lies (v. 44), full of deceit. Jesus compares their untrustworthy characters 
to his trustworthiness – ‘Can any of you prove me guilty of sin?’ (v. 46, NIV).

Mission is truth-telling in its various guises. Often, it is literally speak-
ing of God our Father and the person and work of Christ. But implicitly, we 
are also asking people to trust us, and that decision will be based on who 
they see us to be. As a mission worker in Bangladesh, I needed to learn the 
language and culture as a way of communicating but also showing respect. 
I accepted hospitality, asked for forgiveness for my mistakes and tried to 
commend myself to others. Only then did my character, I hope, inculcate 
trust, and from that trust I pray that my witness, sometimes with words, 
was received.

Sometimes we can hide behind the line ‘I don’t have the gift of evan-
gelism’, but everyone is encouraged to become more Christlike (Ephesians 
4:13). And a Christlike character commends itself to be trusted by others, 
and from that place we can live and speak the truth, however simply. I see in 
some a bold confidence in mission, and if I also see a consistent character, 
I rejoice. But if I see a charlatan, or someone whose life is not consistent 
with their message, I recoil. Messengers of the truth must have characters 
worthy of trust.
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4  Mission and social media

1 Corinthians 13
I joined Facebook in 2008 and, having lived in many places during my life, I 
have found it overwhelmingly helpful for keeping in touch with friends and 
acquaintances. But social media has downsides, too. Not all outcomes are 
consistent with God’s kingdom.

Today’s well-known passage speaks of love, a reminder that the God of 
love we follow should shape all our social engagements, online or in person. 
Social media voices can be akin to ‘clanging cymbols (v. 1) – all noise and 
discord. Social media can be hateful, whereas without love ‘I am nothing’ 
(v. 2). While love is patient (v. 4), social media usually isn’t. On several occa-
sions, I have posted something online and then deleted it; the ability to 
publish the first thing that comes into our minds isn’t always a good thing.

Love is kind (v. 4), but social media often isn’t. School-age children are 
particularly vulnerable as social media has become a platform for bullying 
of a most pervasive kind – following the child into the home and bedroom 
with no escape from the torment.

Love, we are told, isn’t boastful (v. 4) yet we naturally tend to portray 
only the good things in our lives – smiling family occasions, significant 
achievements, selfie-worthy moments – and in the process we can become 
self-centred, over-preening or forgetful of the struggles of others. Love 
isn’t arrogant, rude or insistent on having its own way (vv. 4–5) and, while 
social media can be a forum for the interchange of ideas, time and again it 
becomes a shouting place rather than a listening place.

At a deeper level, while love ‘rejoices in the truth’ (v. 6), social media has 
now been proven to be a vehicle for lies, false claims, fake news and pro-
paganda that cuts to the very core of what it means to be human. Elections 
have been swayed through its influence such that we are in danger of losing 
the distinction between truth and falsehood, a trait that scripture lies at the 
feet of all that is evil (John 8:44).

In short, social media is one of the most powerful phenomena of our 
generation. We are social beings, created in the image of God, created for 
community and called to grow into maturity (v. 11). Our fullest engagement 
with God will be face-to-face (v. 12), a cautionary reminder that social media 
is a valuable form of human interaction, but one fraught with dangers. What 
does it mean to be a Christian presence on social media?
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5  Mission and science

Isaiah 40:12–26
Today’s Bible reading is unequivocal. Though the style is poetic, the mes-
sage is clear: God is the all-powerful creator (v. 12), instructed by no one (vv. 
13–14), awed by nothing (vv. 15–17) and beyond comparison (vv. 18–20, 25). 
Our knowledge of him is beyond our natural understanding (vv. 21–24). And 
yet, there is an affirmation, borne out in our own experience, that our eyes 
can see and our minds can grasp the wonders he has done (v. 26). Over cen-
turies, science has made great leaps in our knowledge and understanding 
because the universe yields its God-given secrets. Science, at its peak, is a 
journey into the mind of God.

I find it hard to remember that in my childhood years of the 1950s and 
1960s, we didn’t have computers, the internet or mobile phones. According 
to the Office for National Statistics, life expectancy for men and women in 
the UK in 1900 was 48 years and 52 years, respectively. In 1960, it was 68 and 
74. Today, it’s 79 and 83. Science is largely responsible for these improve-
ments, from childhood immunisation through to advances in the treat-
ments of heart disease and cancers, and an awareness of the importance of 
nutrition and a healthy environment.

Along the way, we have had to grapple with the many ethical challenges 
that have emerged. Our ability to develop nuclear technology raised ques-
tions about the rightness of having, let alone using, nuclear weapons and 
the dangers of nuclear reactors to human life and the environment. Science 
has helped infertile couples with IVF treatment which, to most people, is 
seen as a positive development. But gene editing that offers the prospect of 
addressing inherited genetic disorders also raises concerns.

Artificial intelligence holds out the prospect of earlier, more reliable 
medical diagnoses, but we also face the danger of major decisions that 
affect our lives being taken on the basis of similar computer algorithms. 
Many jobs are already being outsourced to robots.

The Bible isn’t a science book. It is a revelation of God’s involvement in 
the emergence of all that exists and God’s purposes to redeem it. God is 
the creator of life and, for that reason, life is precious. How it starts, how it 
ends and how it is lived matter to God and matter to God’s people. We stand 
in awe of God alone. We stand as a critical friend in the face of scientific 
advances. That is part of our mission.
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6  Mission and human well-being

Luke 8:40–56
We use the language of ‘national treasure’ loosely these days, often to refer 
to much-loved entertainers. One of our true treasures is the National Health 
Service, capturing as it does the fundamental human right to have access 
to health care. The Methodist leader Donald Soper, writing in 1960 at a time 
when the pre-NHS world was still a living memory, reflected that the NHS 
‘has meant a new life to those always on the edge of poverty and want, who 
no longer need fear illness and physical disability as the final and irrepa-
rable blow to their hopes and happiness’.

Today’s reading highlights two cases of illness. Jairus’ daughter was 
twelve years old and dying, and the woman with haemorrhages that had 
lasted twelve years was desperate for a cure. There are so many perspec-
tives on these stories, but the most basic element is that Jesus healed these 
two sick people. Sickness was not, and is not, God’s will. To heal the sick 
is to give expression to the truth that in God’s kingdom, sickness has no 
rightful place.

In the 1980s, I was treasurer of a mission hospital in Bangladesh. The sick 
and dying came every day in large numbers, and when someone died, the 
cultural expression of their grief was often a pained, gut-wrenching howl that 
echoed along the corridors. Unsettling at first, indeed to the end, it spoke to 
me of the severity of the fracture in God’s creation that takes place when 
sickness and death disrupt otherwise fruitful lives, especially young lives.

Being as healthy as we can be is important. Paul, describing our 
bodies as temples of the Holy Spirit, urges us to ‘glorify God in your body’ 
(1 Corinthians 6:19–20). This is a prompt to ensure that our bodies are as 
healthy as they can be. The harmful effects of cigarettes, alcohol or junk 
food need to be eliminated or at least carefully managed. Exercise is good 
for similar reasons.

But these things are not just personal issues – they are community and 
national concerns. We should never entertain a situation where access to 
health care, and increasingly social care, depends on your ability to pay. As 
health care costs rise with an ageing population and ever-greater medical 
advances made, more funds will be needed, and these should largely be 
borne by society together. That is an issue of justice, kingdom justice, and 
it’s part of the mission of God.
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Guidelines
• In the introduction at the beginning of the week, I quoted Abraham 

Kuyper’s words about the extent of Christ’s lordship. Did those words 
help you see why, unusually for Bible readings perhaps, we then focused 
on social media, science and health in the latter half of the week?

• In ‘Mission and the local church’, I introduced the concept of being a 
kingdom-centred church rather than a church-centred kingdom. Does this 
make sense? Which model is dominant in your local church, or is it a 
mix? What is the evidence for thinking as you do?

• If there was one area from this week that challenged you to change 
in some way, what was it? Is it an area that would motivate others in 
your church?

11–17 May

1  Mission and commerce: the value of money

Acts 16:11–40
The conversion of Lydia, a woman of substance who was ‘a dealer in purple 
cloth’ (v. 14), is significant in our understanding of wealth. The Bible never 
denigrates money, only the love of it (1 Timothy 6:10), the idolisation of it 
(Mark 10:17–22) and hypocrisy concerning its use (Mark 14:4–7). A church 
met in Lydia’s home (v. 40) and women were amongst those who financially 
supported the ministry of Jesus (Luke 8:2–3). Money is good!

Money puts food on the table, clothes on our back and a roof over our 
head. It funds schools to educate our children, health workers to care for 
the needy and police to enforce the law. All of these contribute to a just 
society. In short, money is a most powerful tool with which to give expres-
sion to God’s rule.

The problem is the inequitable distribution of money, and the mission 
of the church in this respect is to address the root causes of this injustice. 
I see no problem with the fact that some jobs pay more than others. Lydia 
evidently had wealth, had a home and enabled the church to meet there. 
I have no issue with the fact that some will accumulate great wealth through 
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hard work and creativity while others will earn much less. What we cannot 
see as other than sinful is a structure whereby people are trapped in a cycle 
of poverty that robs them of a life that flourishes.

At one end of the scale, we pay some executives obscene salaries, reward 
failing leaders with payouts as they leave, and pay eye-watering bonuses to 
those who make money using other people’s money and who get bailed out 
with our money when they fail. Routinely we elect politicians who promise 
to lower taxes. But tax cuts for the ‘haves’ mean poor schools, low-budget 
hospitals and too few social workers for the ‘have nots’. As our economy 
changed from the 1970s onwards, outsourcing relatively low-skill jobs, little 
was done to help communities ravaged by job losses and needing to retrain 
in technical skills.

As a result, communities have become poor, and people who are poor 
often lack good education. Teachers are deeply committed, and parents will 
try too, but a broken system erodes the motivation to help children suc-
ceed because jobs are scarce or insecure and poorly paid. Without educa-
tion leading to jobs that pay well, accommodation is substandard. Food is 
bought that fills the stomach but fails to nourish. Health suffers and people 
lose hope. God’s kingdom-centred church must address these issues.

2   Mission and commerce: the responsibility 
of wealth

Proverbs 22
We used to be ‘a nation of shopkeepers’, but not these days. Today’s com-
merce is ruled by multinationals with brands that are instantly recognisable 
across the globe. How, then, can the Bible help us when it was written in an 
age when trade and barter were the defining characteristics of the economy?

Proverbs 22 may have been written in a different age, but it still packs 
a punch as it distils the wisdom of God. Wealth is put in its place straight 
away – a good name is more important than a good bank balance (v. 1). 
Given that dignity is often the first casualty of poverty, we are reminded that 
we share the same humanity, each created in the image of God (v. 2). This 
begins to speak to the conscience of the wealthy (which probably includes 
us), for it is unacceptable to tolerate abject poverty. We are told clearly that 
the fear of the Lord is life’s true riches (v. 4).

Verse 7 is a statement of fact – wealth puts us in a place of power over 
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the poor and, as we know, power corrupts. To be in debt is to be owned by 
another – that is what slavery means. My church, like many up and down 
the country, supports the work of Christians Against Poverty (CAP). In weeks 
when a family in the town goes debt-free, we celebrate this with a rousing 
cheer, affirming afresh the multifaceted liberation offered by the gospel.

Wealthy people often talk the language of investment, so verses 8 and 9 
should be simple to understand. If we sow seeds of injustice through our life 
decisions, we will reap a harvest of trouble down the line. But be generous, 
not just in our charitable giving but in our respect for others, and we will 
be rewarded.

Verse 16 underlines this. Oppressing the poor may yield short-term 
financial gains, but, we are assured, such a strategy ‘will lead only to loss’. 
Power raises its head again in verse 22, knowing that some captains of 
industry oppress the poor or trample on the rights of others because they 
are vulnerable. Zero-hour contracts, avoidable factory closures and appall-
ing working conditions, especially in emerging economies, violate the poor 
simply because they are poor. You and I may not be doing that, but when do 
we raise our voices on behalf of the oppressed? God is on their side (v. 23). 
We should be, too!

3  Mission and commerce: a just economy

Jeremiah 22:1–17
We won’t easily find extended portions of scripture that describe a whole 
economic system that reflects God’s kingdom values. But today’s text 
from Jeremiah speaks subtly about economic power, and power – used or 
abused – defines a just economy.

This text is addressed to the powerful, to the king of Judah and those 
who attend him (v. 2). We may not think of ourselves as powerful, but if you 
have a steady income, a secure home and some money in the bank, you are 
comparatively well-off and that gives you power. Similarly, you may not be 
a monarch, but are you a business owner, someone who employs a part-
time cleaner or someone with influence in a company? If so, ‘hear the word 
of the Lord… act with justice and righteousness’ (vv. 2–3).

In particular, you should have a special eye for the most vulnerable, 
‘the alien, the orphan, and the widow’ (v. 3). Consider today’s foreigners 
in our midst, maybe at the local car wash or nail bar, who might be victims 
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of modern-day slavery. Orphans and widows in ancient times were at risk 
because of the absence of a male provider; while our economic models 
have changed, single-parent families continue to be at risk today. This has 
implications for how we see our staff or colleagues, friends or neighbours, 
but also how we assess the righteousness of government policies.

How we live has consequences. ‘If you will not heed these words… this 
house shall become a desolation’ (v. 5). Today, we seem less ready to see 
God as an interventionist in the affairs of nations, but God’s judgement is to 
be taken seriously. Civilisations rise and fall, and it would not be absurd to 
suggest that the growing inequalities of today’s world, even within our own 
nation, are sowing the seeds of our destruction.

Verses 11–17 speak directly to Shallum, son of King Josiah, about his 
unrighteousness, not least in making his neighbours work for nothing (v. 13) 
to accomplish his dishonest gain (v. 17). When we can buy a garment for a fiver, 
and throw it away after a couple of uses, are we remembering that the person 
who made it in a country far away is, in effect, working for almost nothing?

Does this all sound too political? Well, politics means the activities that 
govern the polis, the city – or the country – where we long to see the king-
dom of God established. So, yes, the gospel is unashamedly political.

4  Mission and migration

Deuteronomy 10:12–22
Today’s passage starts bluntly: ‘What does the Lord your God require of you?’ 
What follows can be distilled down to this: fear the Lord and follow his com-
mands (vv. 12–13). We are reminded of God’s great love for his people, Israel 
(vv. 14–16). Nonetheless, his love is not narrow or limited in any way. He is just 
and fair to all, including the stranger (vv. 17–18). And his love of the stranger 
is not simply a kindly disposition – it is intensely practical. He provides food 
and clothing (v. 18), and pointedly Israel is commanded to do likewise (v. 19).

There is hardly a town in the UK where the presence of migrants doesn’t 
remind us that the world is on the move. Some come as refugees, fleeing 
war or persecution. Others are economic migrants, seeking a better life. 
Still others come as students or to work in areas where we have a huge 
shortage of people, such as in the NHS or as seasonal farm labour. Many are 
Christians and join our churches. Others are from different faiths and their 
‘otherness’ can unsettle people.
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Migration clearly isn’t a simple issue. In biblical history, we see that 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were variously migrants and refugees. Israel was 
captive in Egypt and later Babylon, while Mary and Joseph fled persecu-
tion with their newborn child. In today’s world, we support missionaries 
whom we expect to be able to go and live in other people’s lands. We have 
sometimes supported our government in waging war in countries that then 
fall apart, but we wash our hands of the millions who consequently have no 
homes, jobs, schools or hospitals and risk their lives to reach safer shores.

Every country needs a fair immigration system, and we are naive if we 
think in today’s world a permanent open door is viable for any nation. But 
we do have a mandate to love our neighbour, including when that neigh-
bour is a stranger in our midst. We will also be committed to the bigger 
picture, that of justice, ready to ask why people are poor, why people are 
not safe, why people are living in a country destroyed by war. A just, peace-
ful and prosperous Syria, Afghanistan or Libya, insofar as it is within our 
nation’s ability to shape these things, is a better solution than ‘flee to our 
country and we will welcome you’. But migration at some level is here to 
stay. Our response should reflect the fact that we as God’s people were also 
strangers in a foreign land (vv. 19, 22). Maybe we still are.

5  Mission and education

Luke 2:41–52
For Jesus to be able to teach at the age of twelve such that people were 
amazed at his answers (v. 47), he must have been taught well. We are also 
told that ‘Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human 
favour’ (v. 52), so his education continued. In today’s world, we can think 
that the goal of education is simply to produce the next generation of work-
ers for our economy. That’s not unimportant, but Proverbs 16:16 reminds 
us: ‘How much better to get wisdom than gold! To get understanding is to 
be chosen rather than silver.’

Many Christians are teachers, so how do they see their mission when they 
arrive at school on a Monday morning? Is it to be well-prepared, to be diligent 
workers and to be pastorally aware of children or colleagues in need? Yes to 
each of those. But hopefully, it’s also to open the eyes of the soul in each 
young person and help them see the awesome nature of the world around 
us. That’s a huge ask among all the jobs a teacher has to do, but it represents 
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more of a mindset than a task. So physics can be a pathway into seeing the 
origins of creation. Economics need not just ask how globalisation benefits 
the rich, but whether it penalises the poor. Mathematics is a window into the 
order that is so observable throughout creation. Human geography is a way 
of glimpsing the interconnectedness of people everywhere on the planet, 
not least as we share the same ecosystem that keeps us alive.

Step into the world of the arts and we get something else – an oppor-
tunity to be creative, to produce music, make pictures, dance and write 
stories. Some will think of these times as less productive – same with 
sports – but that is to measure everything purely in economic terms. The 
purpose of education is to grasp the opportunities to become fully human, 
to glimpse the fingerprints of the creator at every opportunity.

But educating young people is never just a task for teachers. Parents 
have the primary role, because the home is the most important class-
room in the world. This is where values and integrity are birthed, where an 
appropriate lifestyle is modelled and developed, where faith is shared and 
nurtured. Pray for our teachers, yes. But pray, too, for parents. Both are at 
the forefront of this mission field.

6  Mission and evangelism

Matthew 28
At last – evangelism! The climax to Matthew’s gospel is for many people 
the quintessential mission-sending text, and understandably so. Christ has 
risen (vv. 1–7), and the women are first invited by the angel to ‘come, see’ 
(v. 6) and then told to ‘go quickly and tell his disciples’ (v. 7). Both dynamics 
are vital – come and see, then go and tell.

Later, Jesus appears among the disciples and he, too, sends them out. ‘Go 
and make disciples,’ he says. Not converts, not church attenders, not nice, 
respectable people – but disciples. A disciple will of course be converted and 
will be part of the local church – though we won’t waste time on the nice 
and respectable bit. Respectability was never a requirement to follow Jesus!

A disciple is a follower, and our following of the master, as we have seen, 
will need to be worked out in our home, in our church and in our places of 
work. Now, maybe, we see why our exploration of commerce, social media, 
science, character and so on is relevant. Mission is not just the distribu-
tion of Christmas leaflets or the occasional Alpha course. It’s a whole-life 
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commitment, and it takes us into every facet of life with the transforming 
gospel of Jesus Christ.

So we will go and make disciples and baptise them. We will teach them 
‘to obey everything that I have commanded you’ (v. 20) and model the need 
to turn from sin, but we will go on from these to bring spiritual babes to 
full maturity in Christ. We will teach our people the full spectrum of the 
gospel – let your light shine before others, leave your offering at the altar 
and be recon ciled with your brother, be faithful to your spouse, love your 
enemy, don’t store up treasure on earth, serve one master, don’t be a wor-
rier, don’t judge others and don’t be a hypocrite. And those are just from 
the sermon on the mount! Above all, above everything else, love God and 
love your neighbour.

Surely this is too much for anyone! Well, yes and no. Yes, we won’t all be 
perfect disciples. But no, it’s not too much, because ‘I am with you always, 
to the end of the age’ (v. 20). As we close these two weeks of studies, we are 
reminded that the Lord is with us at all times and in all places. He is with us 
because, ultimately, it is he who is building his kingdom.

Guidelines
• Did the studies this week strike you as too political, or too secular? What 

discomforted you about the studies? Or what has encouraged you?
• In your experience, why is it difficult to talk about money matters? Is it 

simply a ‘national characteristic’, as some suggest, or does our unease 
reveal something else?

• To what degree do you think your church, or visitors to your church, hear 
and understand the breadth of our gospel message?
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