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Sunday morning often revolves around what’s happening during the year. If children are 
decorating red hearts with 1 Corinthians 13:13 stickers, Valentine’s Day is probably around 
the corner. Painting a flowerpot? It must be Mother’s Day. And for those who minister to 

children, these special occasions can be the hardest times to find fresh, faith-focused ideas.
That’s where Seasonal Specials for Children’s Ministry comes in. 
We’ve planned celebrations for ten popular occasions—all from a Christian perspective. 

Whether you’re leading preschool children or preteens, you can have fun with a Bible focus, a 
craft, a game, a snack, a drama sketch, a song and an outreach idea. That means right now you’re 
holding more than 70 innovative and engaging ideas to ensure that these occasions will be more 
than just a highlighted date on a calendar. Instead, they’ll be Jesus-centred experiences.

This book covers major celebrations (Easter, Christmas and New Year’s Day) as well as other 
events such as Valentine’s Day, Harvest, Halloween and Remembrance Day. Each section has fresh 
ideas that inspire, educate and celebrate.

You’ll find the events arranged chronologically, so finding exactly what you’re looking for is 
simple. You can use an entire section as a full session, or simply pick and choose elements to add 
to a session. Here’s an example of the elements you’ll find in each chapter.

NEW YEAR’S DAY
Pressing on (Bible focus)

New Year’s crackers (craft)
Second chance (game)

New life gingerbread people (snack)
A clean heart (sketch)

Jesus makes all of us new (song)
Book beginnings (outreach)

Each element includes a Bible reading, age recommendations, a list of supplies needed, easy-
to-follow instructions and thoughtful questions aimed at helping children explore what they 
experience.

Jesus used what was around him to teach people about God—including daily life and seasons. 
He told parables about the harvest, fig trees and mustard seeds, all in conjunction with what was 
happening on the calendar. Seasonal Specials for Children’s Ministry is designed to follow that 
model, making our annual celebrations both memorable and meaningful. 

Be aware that some children have food allergies that can be dangerous. Know the children in your 
group, and consult with parents about allergies their children may have. Read food labels carefully, 
as hidden ingredients can cause allergy-related problems. Look for the  
Allergy Alert symbol against certain activities.

Please follow your church’s safeguarding policy at all times,  
and secure parental permission for all relevant activities,  
for example when taking children offsite.

Introduction

INTRODUCTION
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The best mum
page 56

Mum’s a gem
page 57 

Mum’s coffee holder
page 58

She knows me so well
page 59

Soup for Mum 
page 60

My amazing mum
page 61

I love you, yes I do
page 63 

God gave me a mother
page 64

Mum’s helping hands
page 65

Bible Focus

Mother’s Day, or Mothering Sunday, isn’t just a 

recent invention; celebrations honouring mothers 

have taken place for hundreds of years, including in the 

17th century, when Christians in England dedicated a day to 

honouring Jesus’ mother, Mary. That special day was later 

expanded to include all mothers. Today, cultures everywhere 

celebrate mums and special women who serve as mums. With 

these ideas, children can honour their mothers and special 

women in their lives as they recognise the blessings they give.

Sketch
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Bible Focus

Children think about 
what their mothers do. 

 Scripture    
Proverbs 31:13–29

  What you’ll need  
•  Bibles
•  paper
•  pens

The experience
Form small groups of children, with no more than 17 groups. Split 
the verses of Proverbs 31:13–29 among the groups as evenly as 
possible.

SAY: The Bible has a lot to say about mums. You’ve each got 
Bible verses about awesome mums. A lot of this passage talks 
about what mums did back in Bible times. Maybe mums today 
don’t do all those things any more—but they do similar things. 
Your job is to read your verses and see if you can spot anything 
that reminds you of your mum or someone who’s like a mum to 
you. For example, verse 13 says, ‘She finds wool and flax and 
busily spins it.’ Maybe your mum does some sewing, or maybe 
she takes you to buy clothes.

Allow time for the children to read and think about their 
verses. Then distribute paper and pens, and ask them to rewrite 
their verses to better describe today’s mums.

ASK: What did you notice about how mums’ roles have 
changed or stayed the same?

• What do you most appreciate about what your mum does?
When the children have finished, ask them to come up to the 

front of the room and stand in a line in order of their verses. Then 
go down the line, letting the children read the rewritten verses. 
Practise a few times. Then plan a time for mothers to come in to 
see the presentation, or see if you can get a few minutes during 
the main church service for the children to present their verses to 
the congregation.

The best mum

Juniors

Juniors

Devotion

If you’re planning to let the children present their verses to the church, encourage them to bring in props that help demonstrate what they are saying.
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Mums are more precious than rubies—and 
this craft will remind children of this.

Scripture   
Proverbs 31:10

  What you’ll need  
•  laptop and colour printer
•  internet access
•  paper
•  pens or pencils
•   inexpensive A4 frames (available at bargain and 

craft stores)
•  stick-on gems or Bendaroos™

The experience
SAY: Our mums are gems! Proverbs 31:10 says 
this about a good mum: ‘She is more precious 
than rubies.’ Rubies are very valuable red jewels 
or gems. Our mums are special and precious to 
us. Take a few minutes to think of words that 
describe your mum, a grandmother or aunt, or 
another woman in your life who takes care of 
you. To help you get started, think of words 
that could finish this sentence: ‘My mum is…’ 
Write those words.

Hand out paper and pencils. Allow time for 
the children to complete the task.

SAY: Now we’re going to add your word list 
into a computer program that’s going to make 
a super-cool word collage called a word cloud. 
You’ll need at least twelve words to make your 
word cloud look good. The more words, the 
better it will turn out. Then we’ll put it into 
a picture frame and you’ll get to decorate the 
frame and give it to your mum on Mother’s Day.

When the children have their word lists, visit  
www.wordle.net and click ‘Create your own’.

Type a child’s words into the box labelled 
‘Paste in a bunch of text’. Click ‘Go’. If the 
children want certain words to appear larger 
than others, type in those words multiple times. 
The more times you enter a word, the larger it 
will appear.

Let the children each choose a font, layout 
and colour scheme. Then print the word clouds.

Help the children put their unique word 
clouds into frames, then let them decorate the 
frames with stick-on gems or Bendaroos™.

 

Mum’s a gem
Primary Age

Craft

If you don’t have 

access to a laptop in your 

room, get the children to 

write their list in advance, 

then input their words 

at home. On Mother’s 

Day, hand out the word 

clouds and let the children 

decorate their frames.
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2. Ask the children to write a message on the 
coffee sleeves. For example, they could write 
‘Happy Mother’s Day’ or ‘I love you, Mum’ and 
decorate the foam sleeves with foam stickers. 

3. Stick Velcro® strips on the ends of the sleeves, 
so the ends overlap by approximately 2 cm and 
stick together. 

Encourage the children to take their coffee 
holders home to give to their mothers. (Mothers 
should perhaps be warned to check the quality 
of their child’s workmanship before trusting their 
hot drinks to it!)

End by praying as a group for all the 
children’s mothers. Pray that God will give 
mothers the energy they need.

Children make keepsake coffee-
cup holders for their mums.

  Scripture   
Proverbs 23:25

  What you’ll need  
•   Bible
•   cardboard coffee-cup sleeves (available online)
•   different-coloured 23 cm x 30 cm craft foam 

sheets 
•  scissors
•  felt-tip pens
•  assorted foam stickers
•  adhesive Velcro® strips

The experience
Read aloud Proverbs 23:25. 

SAY: Raise your hand if your mum works 
hard. Pause. Mums have a lot to do, and one 
thing that many mums like is coffee—because 
it keeps them energised. So we’re going to 
make coffee holders for our mums.

1. Pull open the cardboard coffee sleeves, and 
use the cardboard as a template for children to 
trace on to the craft foam. Help the children cut 
out their sleeve shapes. 

Mum’s coffee holder
Primary Age

Craft



59

This game reminds 
children just how much 
their mums love them. 

  Scripture   
Matthew 6:25–32

  What you’ll need  
•  Bible
•   5 items, each of a very 

different shape and weight; 
for example, a pair of balled-
up socks, a tennis ball, a set 
of keys, a beach ball and a 
Frisbee

The experience 
SAY: On Mother’s Day, we celebrate mums. And if anyone 
deserves a celebration, it’s mums. Some days we ask our mums, 
‘When will I eat?’ or ‘What can I do?’ or ‘What should I wear?’ 
Listen to what the Bible says about what we need. Read Matthew 
6:25–32. We’re important to God—and we’re important to our 
mums, too. Like God, our mums love us and know exactly what 
we need exactly when we need it. In fact, they might even know 
what we need before we ask. 

Let’s take a minute and think of all the things that mums 
give us or do for us when we need it. Allow one minute for the 
children to call out ideas.   

SAY: I’m going to give you a chance to see how much mums 
love us. 

Form a circle and let each child say his or her name so others 
know it. Encourage the children to throw one of the items around 
the circle in a pattern, with each child saying the name of the 
person they’re about to throw the item to. Let the children get 
comfortable with the pattern—it should feel easy. After a few 
times around, add one more item. Throw the second item right 
after the first in a rhythm. After a few tries, add in another item… 
then another… and another! If a child drops the item, he or she 
picks it up quickly and continues the pattern. After a few rounds, 
gather the items.

ASK: What was easy or difficult about this game?
• How is this game like or unlike what mums do for us?
• How can we thank our mums for all they do to take care  

of us?
SAY: One thing that mums are never too busy for is a hug! So 

be sure to give yours a good, long, heartfelt hug today.

She knows me so well
Primary Age

Game
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Children make this meal for 
later to save their mums 
the trouble of cooking 
on Mother’s Day.

  Scripture   
Exodus 20:12

  What you’ll need  
•  Bible
•  self-adhesive address labels
•  500 g dried lentils
•  500 g split green peas
•  500 g pearl barley
•  500 g brown rice
•  500 g alphabet macaroni
•  2 cups of chopped onions
•  large bowl
•  stirring spoon
•  cups for measuring
•  resealable sandwich bags
•  index cards
•  felt-tip pens
•  sticky tape

The experience
Preprint the following instructions on address labels: ‘Add 6 cups of 
water, and simmer for 1½ hours. Add fresh ingredients if desired, 
such as celery, shredded cabbage, tomatoes or leftover meat.’

SAY: Today we’re celebrating Mother’s Day. 
Read aloud Exodus 20:12.
ASK: What does it mean to honour your mother?
SAY: To honour someone means to respect them and to do 

everything you can to help them and please them. 
ASK: What can you do to honour your mother? 
SAY: One way we can honour our mums is to help with 

dinner. We’re going to make something that will honour your 
mums by helping them.

Ask the children to wash their hands, then get them to help 
you pour all of the food ingredients into a large bowl and stir 
them. Then let each child scoop 1½ cups of the mixture into a 
sandwich bag.

Give each child a preprinted label to stick to his or her bag.
Then give them an index card and ask them to write or draw 

how they’ll help their mum to cook the meal, such as setting the 
table or clearing away the dishes. Get the children to attach their 
index card to the bag of soup mix using sticky tape and give them 
to their mums as Mother’s Day gifts.

SAY: Giving back to our mums is one way we honour our 
parents, just like God tells us to do. Let this Mother’s Day be a 
reminder for you to help and honour your mum—all year round.

Soup for Mum
All Ages

Snack

American World War I I soldiers brought the US Mother’s Day celebration to the UK, and the holiday was merged with the Mothering Sunday traditions still celebrated in the Church of England.

Did   You   Know...?Extra
-spec
ial

FACT}
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F or lots of people, Christmas is associated with 

shopping, presents, stress, busyness and Santa. But 

the Bible introduces a simple, humble first Christmas centred 

around a baby in a manger. This baby, Jesus, came from 

heaven as the Saviour of the world. Amid the hubbub that 

Christmas encompasses today, you can bring your children 

back to the humble beginnings of Christmas and point them to 

Jesus with these activities. 

Eyes on Jesus
page 106

Mini manger
page 107

Poinsettia  
Christmas trees

page 108

Count your chickens
page 109

Good news angel 
page 110

Find-and-eat  
Christmas story

page 111

The Son that God gave
page 113

Jesus, our saviour
page 116

Welcome home
page 117

Treasure jars
page 118

Bible Focus

Sketch



113

Sketch

An interactive sketch where children 
experience how Jesus was sent to earth to 
‘untangle’ our sins—and how he is a light 
of hope in the darkness of the world.

  Scripture  
Luke 2:1–20

  propS  
•  3 strings of Christmas lights
•   extension lead, with one end plugged into a wall 

socket (check it isn’t a trip hazard). The lead 
needs to have at least three sockets.

  caSt  
•  Narrator
•  3 group leaders

  Behind the SceneS  
Plug one end of the extension lead into a socket. 
Get the audience to form three groups, each 
led by a group leader and holding a string of 
Christmas lights. (Test the lights beforehand to 
make sure they are in good working condition.) 
Ensure the group leaders are briefed to weave in 
and out gently and carefully so that the strings 
of lights do not get tugged or damaged. If you 
have a large audience, create more groups (with 
additional group leaders and strings of Christmas 
lights).

Action!
É The narrator begins centre stage. He or she asks 

the audience to form three separate groups. Get 
the groups to sit and then hand each a string 
of Christmas lights. Ask the groups to unroll the 
lights so everyone in the group is holding on to 
a part of the strand.

NARRATOR
This is the Son that God gave.

É Group One stands, holding its string of lights 
with the group leader at the front of the line.

NARRATOR
Mary is the mum, who had the Son God 
gave.

É Group Two stands, holding its string of lights 
with the group leader at the front of the line.

NARRATOR
Joseph is the dad, who married the mum, 
who had the Son that God gave.

É Group Three stands, holding its string of lights 
with the group leader at the front of the line. 
All three groups, led by the group leaders, start 
to cross each other’s lines, ducking and weaving 
in and out, beginning to tangle up the lines and 
strings of Christmas lights. The group leaders 
(and their groups) should stop moving at the 
end of each of the narrator’s sentences.

The Son that God gave
All Ages

Skit
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Sketch
(continued)

NARRATOR
This is the barn, a stable of sorts, owned 
by the man who ran the inn. Remember 
the inn? The inn in the town, where 
Joseph was from, who’s also the dad, who 
married the mum, who had the Son that 
God gave.

É Narrator pauses, groups stop, then groups begin 
again on narrator’s next sentence.

NARRATOR
This is the cow that mooed in the barn, 
a stable of sorts, owned by the man who 
ran the inn. Remember the inn? The inn 
in the town, where Joseph was from, 
who’s also the dad, who married the 
mum, who had the Son that God gave.

É Pause for a moment, and get the children to 
look around at their tangled mess. The group 
leaders remain still.

NARRATOR
The reason that God sent Jesus to earth
was not because he was bored.
The reason that God sent Jesus to earth
was because earth needed a Lord. (Pauses)

So… in the barn, a baby was born! 

NARRATOR
This is the town, where Joseph was from, 
who is also the dad, who married the 
mum, who had the Son that God gave.

É All three groups stop moving when the narrator 
pauses. The group leaders begin moving again 
when the narrator starts speaking. This happens 
on every one of the narrator’s sentences.

NARRATOR
This is the inn, the inn in the town, 
where Joseph was from, who’s also the 
dad, who married the mum, who had the 
Son that God gave.

É Narrator pauses, groups stop, then groups begin 
again on narrator’s next sentence.

NARRATOR
There was a man who ran the inn, the 
inn in the town, where Joseph was from, 
who’s also the dad, who married the 
mum, who had the Son that God gave.

É Narrator pauses, groups stop, then groups begin 
again on narrator’s next sentence.
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GROUP LEADERS
(To their groups) Repeat after me, ‘Jesus 
was born!’

AUDIENCE/LEADERS/
NARRATOR
Jesus was born! Jesus was born!

É When the narrator continues, group leaders and 
children, without letting go of their Christmas 
lights, start to unravel and untangle their 
strings carefully to get back to their groups on 
the narrator’s cue.

NARRATOR
Time to untangle, from head to toe!
Ready? Steady? Here we go!
Jesus was born! Next to the cow! Born in 
the barn! Remember the barn? A stable 
of sorts, owned by the man. Remember 
the man? He ran the inn. Remember 
the inn? The inn in the town, where 
Joseph was from, who’s also the dad, who 
married the mum, who had the Son that 
God gave.

É Once the groups are untangled, the group 
leaders should plug their Christmas lights into 
the extension lead (but don’t switch the plug 
on at the wall yet). If possible, turn out all the 
lights in the room.

NARRATOR
The people on earth looked like you did 
just now—
A bewildered, tangled-up jumble.
But Jesus, God’s Son, in swaddling cloth 
curled,
As angels and shepherds and praises all 
swirled…
This baby would be the light of the world 
(switch on the lights)

And save us all from our sins.
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A song about Jesus’ 
birth, sung to the tune of 
‘Pop goes the weasel’.

  Scripture  
Luke 2:1–20

Sing it!

All the way to Bethlehem, 
(raise right arm to make one side of a house shape)

To end up in a stable, 
(raise left arm to complete the house shape)

He was born on Christmas Day, 
(bring hands down, palms up)

Jesus, our saviour!
(raise hands over heads, palms up)

Mary and Joseph, 
(wave right hand and keep it up)

Shepherds and angels, 
(wave left hand and keep it up)

They all worshipped God’s Son, 
(bring hands down, palms up)

Jesus, our saviour!
(raise hands over heads, palms up)

Jesus, our saviourPreschool

Song

What did Adam say  

on 24 December? 

‘It’s Christmas, Eve!’

JU
ST 

FOR FUN…
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Jesus made the earth his home, and 
children can help make their town a 
welcoming home for new residents.

  Scripture  
John 1:14

  What you’ll need  
•   list of contact information for local council 

offices, post offices, libraries and so on
•  felt-tip pens
•  whiteboard and pens
•   address labels, with information about your 

church’s Christmas services printed on them
•   C5-size envelopes (or bigger if your church 

brochure is bigger)
•  church brochures
•  local business vouchers (optional)

The experience
Prepare ahead by contacting local estate agents 
to get an idea of how many people move to your 
area from out of town each month. Print that 
many copies of contact details for important 
places like council offices, post offices, libraries 
and supermarkets. Leave room at the bottom 
of the page. Also print information about your 
Christmas services on address labels.

With the children, read John 1:14. 
SAY: Jesus came to earth in a stable, 

with cloths for blankets and shepherds as the 
welcoming committee. Even though a barn isn’t 
the cosiest place to call home, he had people 
around to make his home on earth welcoming. 

Let’s do the same thing for new people in 
our town. To welcome them, we’ll make some 
welcome packs.

First, ask the children to vote for their 
favourite restaurants, parks and other places to 
go. Write the winning two votes of each category 
on a whiteboard. Distribute copies of the contact 
details sheet and help the children to write 
at the bottom, ‘We also recommend:’ with the 
names of places that won the most votes.

Then get the children to decorate the 
envelopes with phrases such as ‘Welcome to our 
town!’ or ‘Get to know your new home!’ They 
can also decorate the envelopes with wreaths, 
Christmas trees, ornaments, stars and other 
Christmas pictures. Fill the envelopes with one 
contact details sheet and one church brochure 
per envelope. Stick the address labels with 
information about your church’s Christmas 
services on to the church brochures. 

You could also contact local businesses such 
as restaurants, hairdressers and supermarkets to 
see if they can offer any money-off vouchers to 
put in the packs. 

Ask the children to hold the envelopes and 
pray for the people who’ll receive them.

Ask estate agents and schools to keep the 
packs to hand out to new residents, or attach 
them to community bulletin boards.

Welcome homePrimary Age

Outreach
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Children help new mothers 
treasure their babies, 
just as Mary did.

  Scripture  
Luke 2:19

  What you’ll need  
•  Bible
•  clean jars
•   rolls of patterned sticky-back 

plastic (available online)
•  address labels
•  baby-themed stickers
•  index cards
•  felt-tip pens
•    pens small enough to fit into 

jars

Treasure jarsPrimary Age

The experience
Read Luke 2:19. 

SAY: A lot of mums treasure their new babies in the same 
way as Mary. Let’s give new mums a special gift by making them 
treasure jars. 

Let each child choose a clean jar to decorate with colourful 
sticky-back plastic. Ask the children to write ‘Treasure Jar’ on 
an address label and stick it on the jar. They can then add baby-
themed stickers to the sticky-back plastic for extra decoration. 
Older children could add Luke 2:11–12 or another message about 
Jesus’ birth.

Get the children to start each jar off with treasuring thoughts 
written on an index card by completing sentences such as:

‘My wish for you is…’ 
‘You are blessed because…’
‘Your life is special because…’ 
‘I hope you feel…’ 
Then fill each jar with blank index cards and a pen, placing 

the pre-written cards on top.
Contact your local hospital and ask about placing the jars 

where new mums can each take one to record their thoughts and 
memories of their babies’ first days. If the hospital is unwilling, 
give them to your church’s mums-and-toddlers group to hand out 
to new mums.

Extra-special
FACT}

If you received every present 

in the song ‘The twelve days 

of Christmas’, you’d have a 

total of 364 presents!

Did   Y
ou   K

now.
..?

Outreach






