
Tote Bag
with french seams
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1. Cut two rectangular pieces of fabric measur-
ing 54cm x 44cm each. Lay them flat on top of 
each other with right sides out. Measure a 5cm 
x5cm square section on both bottom corners 
and cut it out.

2. Pin the sides and bottom raw edges only 
and sew them up using a 6mm seam allowance. 
Trim and neaten the seam allowances down to 
3mm and press them to one side using an iron. 

Tote Bag with french seams

This simple bag is a perfect beginer pro-
ject, though equally useful for more expe-
rienced sewers as well. You will learn a few 
diferent skills which you can then transfer 
to any future projects as you progress fur-
ther. The bag is made using french seams 
throughout for a neat finish and durability. 

WHAT YOU NEED:

- 55cm of any suitable medium weight fab-
ric for the bag 
- 20cm of contrasting fabric for the han-
dles
- 20cm of ligh/medium weight fusible inter-
facing

*Please note that if you decide to use the 
same fabric for the bag and handles, then 
you only need 75cm of fabric and 20cm of 
interfacing.*
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5. To hem the top, turn and press first 1cm and 
then 4cm towards the wrong side. Pin the sides 
and middle of each side. Leave it aside  until 
you have prepared the handles. 

*Please note that you can also use 2 x 70cm of 
webbing for the handles. If you do then skip the 
next two steps and go to step 8.*

6. To make the handles, cut two pieces of fab-
ric measuring 70cm x 8cm and two pieces of 
light to medium weight fusible interfacing in 
the same size. Iron the interfacing to the wrong 
side of the fabric. Press 1cm of the long raw 
edges towards the wrong side. 

wrong side of fabric

3. Turn it wrong side out and press the sewn up 
edges flat. This time sew them up using a 1cm 
seam allowance. Do not forget to backstitch 
each beginning and end of a seam to avoid un-
ravelled stitches. 

4. To sew the corners, turn the bag right side 
out, line up the raw edges so the centre of 
the side seam matches the centre of the bot-
tom seam and pin. It helps to have the French 
seams from each side folded in opposite direc-
tions to reduce the bulk. Sew them up using 
a 6mm seam allowance. Trim the seam allow-
ance to 3mm and turn the bag inside out. Fin-
gerpress the corners out, pin and stitch, 1cm 
seam allowance. 



9. Fold the handles upwards and pin. Secure 
them in place by stitching close to the upper 
folded edge of the bag. Turn it the right side 
out and press.

And that is it - you have completed a unique, 
handmade tote bag that is ready to be used 
and loved! Do experiment by adjusting the size, 
adding pockets or applique to reflect your own 
style and meet your needs. Enjoy!
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7. Fold in half lenghtways, pin and stitch close 
to the folded edges. 

8. Place the prepared handles about 1cm un-
der the previously folded and pressed bag top 
on each side, leaving a 12cm gap in the middle. 
Pin in place and stitch all around close to the 
folded edge. 


