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Flow and steady
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GREAT INVENTION

Open and shut case

Fetching water was a pain in the ice for Orrville, Ont., cottager Don
Corbett. He’d use an iron bar to bash a hale through the frozen sur-
face of Sugar Lake, then pail the water to the cottage. The frigid bar
“was really hard on my hands,” he admits.

Now he gives his hands a break with the “Orrville Ice Opener,” fash-
ioned from 216" summer car tire, plywood, and a mountain-bike
tube sliced in half to form an airtight gasket between the tire and
the plywood. Corbett stuffed the car tire with pool noodles to keep

it from sinking when the ice melts and then carriage-bolted the ply-
wood to the tire. The contraption functions like a toque, retaining
the relative warmth of the lake water and preventing the hole from
freezing over, or at least reducing the thickness of the ice that accu-
mulates. “At minus 35 I got a bit of ice, but only a couple of inches,
so0 it was easy to break through,” he says. “I just tie it to something,
so it won’t float away. When I came here this spring, it was still
floating beside my dock.” —Ray Fovd
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